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A b s t r a c t
The H o b b it and  O th e r  F i c t i o n  b y  J .R .R ,  T o lk ie n :
T h e i r  R o o ts  i n  M e d ie v a l H e ro ic  L i t e r a t u r e  an d  L anguage
J .R .R .  T o lk ie n  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o l a r  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  O ld  and  
M id d le  E n g l i s h  p h i lo lo g y  an d  h a s  d e m o n s t ra te d  a  th o ro u g h  know ledge o f  
O ld  N o rs e . A r e v ie w  o f  w o rk s c i t e d  i n  h i s  e s s a y  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  he  i s  w e l l  r e a d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a n t a s y  an d  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  C e l t i c  f a i r y  t a l e s  a n d  w i th  t h e  s t o r i e s  i n v o lv i n g  K ing 
A r th u r .  The body o f  t h i s  s tu d y  p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  s u rv e y  o f  
c e r t a i n  m a jo r  m e d ie v a l w orks i n  E n g l i s h ,  N o rs e , I r i s h ,  W elsh , F re n c h , 
G erm an, a n d  I t a l i a n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  a l l u d e d  to  i n  T o l k i e n 's  pub­
l i s h e d  s c h o l a r s h i p  an d  th o s e  s u g g e s te d  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  i n  r e v ie w s  
o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n .  The m ain  c o n c e rn  i s  w i th  m o t i f s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  
i n  The H o b b it w h ich  seem  t o  ech o  th o s e  i n  w orks o f  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g iv e n  t o  m o t i f s  w h ich  a l s o  
o c c u r  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s . T o l k i e n 's  m a jo r  f i c t i o n a l  e f f o r t  to  
d a t e .
The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
The H o b b it  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ,  e a c h  o f  them  b e g in n in g  w i th  a  jo u rn e y  i n t o  
t h e  w i ld e r n e s s  an d  e n d in g  w i th  r e s t  a n d  r e p r o v i s i o n i n g  i n  a  h o u s e .
B e c a u se  m o st nam es o f  c h a r a c t e r s  an d  p l a c e s  s ire  in t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  o f  The H o b b i t . t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h a t  p a r t  w ould  b e  o v e r lo n g  i f  i t  
a l s o  t r e a t e d  d e r i v a t i o n s  o f  n am es . T h e r e f o r e ,  f o l lo w in g  a n  i n i t i a l  chap­
t e r  e x a m in in g  p r e v io u s  c r i t i c i s m  an d  a  s e c o n d  c h a p te r  d e v e lo p in g  th e  
f o u r - p a r t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  The H o b b i t . t h e r e  i s  a  t h i r d  c h a p te r  d e v o te d  o n ly  
t o  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  nam es i n  m e d ie v a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
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i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  an d  O ld N o rs e .
The n e x t  f o u r  c h a p te r s  d i s c u s s  m e d ie v a l  a n a lo g u e s  t o  c h a r a c t e r s ,  
o b j e c t s ,  an d  e v e n ts  i n  The H o b b i t .  The g e n e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  m o d if ie d  t o  t r e a t  r e l a t e d  m o t i f s  t o g e t h e r ,  i s  t o  d i s c u s s  
a  t h in g  i n  t h e  c h a p te r  w h ich  t r e a t s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  The H o b b it  i n  v /h ich  i t  
i s  m ost p r o m in e n t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s i n c e  t r o l l s  a p p e a r  o n ly  i n  t h e  f i r s t
p a r t ,  th e y  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p te r  IV , a n d  t h e  m ag ic  r i n g  i s  d i s c u s s e d
i n  C h a p te r  V, t h e  c h a p te r  t r e a t i n g  t h a t  p a r t  o f  The H o b b it i n  w h ich  i t
i s  found  an d  i t s  pow er d i s c o v e r e d .  M ain t o p i c s  in . C h a p te r  IV  w i l l
b e  Y /iz a rd s , T r o l l s ,  a n d  E l v i s h  B la d e s ;  i n  C h a p te r  V, R in g s ,  R id d le s ,  
S h r ie lc s ,  an d  S k in -C h a n g e r s ;  i n  C h a p te r  V I, W oods, W a te r , E l v e s ,  a n d  
D e lv in g s ;  i n  C h a p te r  V I I ,  D e s e r t s ,  D ra g o n s , a n d  D ragon  H o a rd s .
T h is  s tu d y  c o n f i r m s  i n  d e t a i l  T o l k i e n 's  in d e b te d n e s s  t o  m e d ie v a l  
h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e  an d  d e m o n s t r a te s  some o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  in d e b te d ­
n e s s .  Though m a in ly  i n d e b t e d  t o  N o rse  an d  E n g l i s h  w o rk s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
B e o w u lf , t h e  two E d d a s , a n d  t h e  s a g a s  w h ic h  i n c l u d e  m y th o lo g ic a l  
e le m e n ts ,  T o lk ie n  d o e s  make u s e . o f  many e le m e n ts  a p p e a r in g  i n  t h e  I r i s h  
t a l e s  o f  C u c h u la in ,  t h e  F ia n n a ,  an d  t h e  T u a th a  d e  D anaan a n d  i n  t h e  
A r th u r i a n  ro m an ces o f  C h r é t i e n ,  W olfram , a n d  M a lo ry . Many m o t i f s  i n  
h i s  f i c t i o n  a l s o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  ro m a n t ic  e p i c s  o f  A r io s to  an d  
T a s s o , w orks n o t  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  m e d ie v a l  b u t  f e d  b y  a  l i v i n g  m e d ie v a l  
t r a d i t i o n .
The H o b b it  i n c o r p o r a t e s  e le m e n ts  from  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  m e d ie v a l  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  i t s  d e e p e s t  r o o t s  a r e  i n  N o r th e rn  E u ro p e ; i t s  w o r ld  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  w o r ld  o f  N o rse  h e r o i c  f i c t i o n  a n d  o f  B e o w u lf .
1
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C h a p te r  One 
T o lk ie n  a n d  M e d ie v a l L i t e r a t u r e
The p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1937 o f  a  " c h i l d r e n 's  book" c a l l e d  The H o b b it 
b y  J .R .R ,  T o lk ie n ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  A n g lo -S ax o n  a t  Pem broke C o l le g e  i n  
O x fo rd , w as t h e  f i r s t  n o n - s c h o l a r l y  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a n  a u th o r  v/hose 
e x te n d e d  f a i r y  s t o r i e s  h a v e  e a rn e d  c r i t i c a l  r e s p e c t  i n  a  c e n tu r y  ho s­
t i l e  t o  f a n t a s y .  T oU dL en 's s u c c e s s  i n  l e g i t i m a t i z i n g  t h e  g e n r e ' owes 
much to  t h e  se em in g  r e a l i t y  an d  c o h e re n c e  o f  h i s  " M i d d l e - e a r t h , " a  
m ade-up  w o r ld  a l i v e  a n d  so u n d  b e c a u s e  i t  g row s o u t  o f  s o m e th in g  g r e a t e r  
t h a n  i t s e l f ,  i t s  r o o t s  d e e p  i n  p h i l o l o g i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p .  The m e d ie v a l  
r o o t s  w e re  n o t iq e d  by  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  r e v ie w e r s  o f  The H o b b it a n d  c i t e d  
r e p e a t e d l y  i n  r e v ie w s  a n d  l a t e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  i t s  v a s t  s e q u e l .  The 
L o rd  o f  t h e  R inp :s. b u t  no f u l l - l e n g t h  s u r v e y  o f  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s
seem s t o  h a v e  b e e n  a t t e m p te d .  S u ch  a  s u r v e y ,  hov/ever in c o m p le te ,  m ig h t
2
a rg u e  T o l k i e n 's  s o l i d i t y  t o  t h o s e  w ho, l i k e  Edmund V /ilso n , seem  to  
r e g a r d  a l l  m odern f a n t a s y  a s  i n s u b s t a n t i a l ;  b u t  m ore i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  
s h o u ld  u n c o v e r  some o f  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  T o lk ie n ’ s  g e n iu s  t o  th o s e  who 
h a v e  a l r e a d y  f e l t  i t ,  an d  c a s t  a  f a i n t  l i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s  
b e h in d  one  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y 's  m o st u n u s u a l  w orks o f  f i c t i o n .  I n d i c a t i o n s  
o f  m e d ie v a l  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  T o l l t i e n 's  s t o r i e s  may b e  fo u n d  i n  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  an d  i n  t h e  l i f e  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  w r i t i n g  o f  T o lk ie n  h i m s e l f .
'b i n  C a r t e r ,  T o lk ie n : A Look B eh in d  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s
(New Y o rk , 1 9 6 9 ) ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  ( i f ,  i n d e e d ,  a n y  a rg u m e n t i s  n e e d ed  
b ey o n d  a  p e r u s a l  o f  p a p e rb a c k  b o o k s  i n  a  d r u g s to r e )  t h a t  T o lk ie n  
w r i t e s  i n  a  t h r i v i n g  g e n r e .  B ooks o f  p r o s e  f a n t a s y  a r e  a lm o s t  a s  
common a s  c r i t i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  them  i s  r a r e .
^"O o , T hose  A w ful O re s  I "  N a t io n .  CLXXXII ( A p r i l  1 4 , 1 9 5 6 ) ,
3 1 2 -3 1 4 ,
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THE CRITICS
Though T o lk ie n  r e p o r t e d l y  b e g a n  The H o b b it f o r  th e  am usem ent o f  
h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  he  d e n ie s  t h a t  i t  vfas e s p e c i a l l y  i n te n d e d  f o r  young 
r e a d e r s ,  an d  i t s  e x te n s iv e  s a l e  i n  th e  B a l l a n t i n e  p a p e rb a c k  e d i t i o n  
( w i th o u t  i l l u s t r a t i o n s )  d e m o n s t r a te s  a p p e a l  t o  a  w id e r  a u d ie n c e .  
R e le a s e d  a s  a  j u v e n i l e .  The H o b b it  r e c e iv e d  l i t t l e  c r i t i c a l  a t t e n ­
t i o n .  I t  was u s u a l l y  g iv e n  o n ly  b r i e f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a lo n g  w i th  o t h e r  
c o n te m p o ra ry  j u v e n i l i a  a n d , th o u g h  w id e ly  recom m ended, was re v ie w e d  
w i th  to o  much c o n c e rn  f o r  w h e th e r  i t  had  p i c t u r e s  a n d  w ould  p l e a s e  
c h i l d r e n  o f  a  c e r t a i n  a g e .  The H o b b i t»s a d u l t  p o p u l a r i t y  was f o r e -  
shadow ed i n  t h e  d e l i g h t  w i th  w h ic h  some r e v ie w e r s  p r o f e s s e d  r e a d in g  
i t  a n d  i n  o c c a s i o n a l  d o u b ts  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  b e  u n d e r s to o d  b y  c h i l d r e n .  
One r e v ie w e r  i s ,  s h e  s a y s ,  te m p te d  to  s a y  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  boo k  d o e s  n o t  
p l e a s e  A m erican  c h i l d r e n ,  " s o  much th e  w o rse  f o r  th e m ." ^  The London 
Tim es L i t e r a r y  S u p p lem en t re m a rk s  t h a t ,  th o u g h  t h e  book  w i l l  am use 
y o u n g e r  r e a d e r s ,  o n ly  a d u l t s  r e a d in g  i t  r e p e a t e d l y  " w i l l  b e g in  to  
r e a l i z e  w h a t d e f t  s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  p ro fo u n d  r e f l e c t i o n  h av e  gone to  
make e v e r y th in g  i n  i t  s o  r i p e ,  so  f r i e n d l y ,  an d  i n  i t s  own way s o  
t r u e . " ^  I t  w as no s e c r e t  t h a t  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  A n g lo -S ax o n  h ad  w r i t t e n  
The H o b b i t . b u t  o n ly  R ic h a rd  H ughes among e a r l y  r e v ie w e r s  seem s to  
h a v e  g lim p s e d  t h e  d e p th  a n d  k in d  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  b e h in d  i t .  H is  
r e v ie w  i s  c o n f in e d  to  a  colum n u n d e r  t h e  h e a d in g ,  "B ooks f o r  P r e -  
A d u l t s " ;  b u t  T o l k i e n 's  boo k  a p p a r e n t l y  made him  u n e a sy  a b o u t  t h i s
Q
C u r re n t  B io g ra p h y  Y e a rb o o k . 1967. p p .  4 1 6 -4 1 7 .
4
M .L. B e c k e r , "B ooks f o r  Young P e o p le ,"  Hew Y ork  H e ra ld  T r ib u n e  
B o o k s , F e b ru a ry  2 0 , 1 938 , p .  7 .
^"A W orld  f o r  C h i ld re n "  ( a n o n , r e v . ) ,  O c to b e r  2 ,  1937 , p .  7 1 4 ,
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c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . ,  f o r  he b e g in s  w i th  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  
a s s i g n i n g  a  w o r k 's  a p p e a l  to  a  s p e c i f i c  a g e  g r o u p ,^  a  p o i n t  v e ry  
s i m i l a r  to  t h e  one made a  y e a r  l a t e r  i n  T o l k ie n 's  Andrew Lang L e c tu r e .
7
On F a i r y - s t o r i e s .  M r. H ughes n o te s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  i s  " s o  s a t u r a t e d  i n  
h i s  l i f e - s t u d y  t h a t  i t  w a te r s  h i s  im a g in a t io n  w ith  l i v i n g  s p r i n g s , "  
The H o b b it i s  "N o rd ic  m y th o lo g y "  r e w r i t t e n  b y  a  man s o  s a t u r a t e d  i n  
i t  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  m e re ly  r e - a r r a n g e ,  b u t  " c o n t r i b u t e s  to  i t  a t
Q
f i r s t  h a n d ,"  w r i t i n g  a  new s t o r y  f e d  by  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  O ver 
a  d e c a d e  was to  p a s s  u n t i l ,  a f t e r  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  The L ord  o f  th e  
R in g s , m ore a t t e n t i o n  was p a id  to  t h e  " l i v i n g  s p r i n g s "  w hich  w a te r  
T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  an d  t h e  p r o c e s s  w hereby  p h i l o l o g i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  
how ever d e f t ,  becam e m odern f i c t i o n .
E a r ly  r e v ie w s  o f  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s  im m e d ia te ly  r e c o g n iz e d  
th e  m e d ie v a l  b a c k g ro u n d . D onald  B a r r ' s  re v ie w  n o t i c e s  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  
know ledge  o f  G erm anic e p ic  t r a d i t i o n s  le n d s  h i s  s t o r y  " a  k in d  o f  
e c h o in g  d e p th  . . .  w h e re in  we h e a r  S n o r r i  S tu r lu s o n  an d  B e o w u lf , t h e  
s a g a s  a n d  th e  N ib e lu n g e n l ie d ,  b u t  c i v i l i z e d  by th e  g e n t l e r  g e n iu s  o f  
M odern E n g la n d ." ^  M ic h a e l S t r a i g h t  o b s e rv e s  T o l k i e n 's  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  
"V /e lsh , N o rs e , G a e l i c ,  S c a n d in a v ia n  an d  G erm anic  f o l k l o r e " ; a n d  
Edmund V / i ls o n 's  c a u s t i c  re v ie w  h o ld s  a g a i n s t  T o lk ie n  h i s  own s t a t e -
^New S ta te s m a n  and  N a t io n . XIV (D ec . 4 ,  1 9 3 7 ) , 9 4 4 .
7
J .R .R .  To H e le n , T re e  a n d  L e a f  (B o s to n , 1 9 6 5 ) , p p . 3 3 -4 6 .
T h is  vo lum e i s  r e p r i n t e d ,  i n  r e d u c e d  ty p e  b u t  w i th o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  
p a g in a t io n ,  i n  The T o lk ie n  R e a d e r (New Y ork , 1 9 6 5 ) .
^H ughes, po 9 4 4 ,
9
New Y ork  T im es Book R ev iew . May 1 , 1955 , p .  4 .
^®"The F a n t a s t i c  W orld o f  P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n ,"  The New R e n u b lie  . 
CXXXIV ( J a n .  1 6 , 1 9 5 6 ) , 2 4 .
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m ent t h a t  th e  lo n g  s t o r y  i s  " l a r g e l y  a n  e s s a y  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  a e s - 'i c
n  17t h e t i c , "  N e i th e r  V/.H, A u d e n 's  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a r t i c l e  n o r  Mark 
13R o b e r t 's  c o ld  one  e v in c e s  a w a re n e s s  o f  th e  w o r k 's  s c h o l a r l y  fo u n d a ­
t i o n s ,  O nly  D o u g la ss  P a r k e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  some o f  th e  
E n g l i s h ,  N o rs e , an d  C e l t i c  e c h o e s  h e  h e a r s ; a n d , i n  one lo n g  f o o t ­
n o t e ,  p u b l i s h e s  m ore e l u c i d a t i o n  o f  m e d ie v a l  l i n g u i s t i c  d a t a  b e h in d
14T o l k i e n 's  c h a r a c t e r  an d  p la c e -n a m e s  th a n  an y o n e  e l s e  i n  t h e  ' f i f t i e s .
The s u c c e s s  o f  The H o b b i t . P a r k e r  b e l i e v e s ,  i s  due  i n  p a r t  t o  T o l k i e n 's
a b i l i t y  " t o  f a s h io n  h i s  w ide  k now ledge  o f  N o r th e rn  a n t i q u i t y  i n t o  a
r e a l  s i t u a t i o n , " ^ ^  I n  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s  he  " h a s  r e w r i t t e n ,  o r
r a t h e r  r e c r e a t e d ,  Beovm lf
T h re e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1959 , P a t r i c i a  M eyer S p a c k s , c a l l s  T o lk ie n
17" a  g r e a t  m odern m y th -m ak er"  a n d  d e fe n d s  h i s  p r o d ig io u s  inhum an 
v i l l a i n s  b y  r e f e r r i n g  to  h i s  c e l e b r a t e d  e s s a y  on B eow u lf an d  com par­
in g  them  to  t h e  m o n s te rs  i n  t h a t  poem: t h e  d e f e n s e ,  s h e  s u g g e s t s ,
" o f  t h e  A n g lo -S ax o n  p o e m 's  s t r u c t u r a l  d e p e n d en c e  on  e n c o u n te r s  w i th  
non-hum an m o n s te rs  .  • • c o u ld  s t a n d  e q u a l l y  w e l l  f o r  T o l k i e n 's  own
S / i l s o n ,  p .  3 1 2 .
12 "A t t h e  End o f  t h e  Q u e s t ,  V i c t o r y , "  New Y ork Tim es Book R ev iew . 
J a n u a r y  2 2 , 1956 , p .  5 .
13 " A d v e n tu re s  i n  E n g l i s h , "  E ssa y s , i n  C r i t i c i s m ,  VI ( J a n .  1 9 5 6 ) ,
5 0 -5 9 .
^^"H w aet V/e H o lb y t la  .  .  , "  The H udson R evlev ;. IX (W in te r  1 9 5 6 - 
5 7 ) ,  6 0 5 .
 ̂^ P a r k e r ,  p .  6 0 2 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  6 0 9 .
17 " E t h i c a l  P a t t e r n s  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s . "  C r i t i q u e . S tu d ie s  
i n  M odern F i c t i o n . I l l  ( S p r i n g - F a l l  1 9 6 9 ) , 3 0 ,
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f i c t i o n . " ^  ^ And s h e  malces t h e  o b v io u s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  T o l k i e n 's
19
"Unknown W est" vri.th A r t h u r 's  A v a lo n , W illia m  B l i s s e t t ' s  "The
D e sp o ts  o f  t h e  R in g s  "  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  by  co m p arin g
20T o l k i e n 's  s t o r i e s  w i th  W a g n e r 's  o p e r a s .  He a n t i c i p a t e s  th e  f u l l e r
21 22 
d i s c u s s io n s  o f  G eorge H, Thomson a n d  L in  C a r t e r  b y  d e f i n i n g
The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  a s  a  " h e r o i c  ro m a n c e " ; a n d , n o t in g  T o l l d e n 's
l i f e l o n g  s tu d y  o f  m e d ie v a l  f i c t i o n  an d  h i s t o r y ,  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  he
23h a s  p ro d u c e d  " t h e  l a s t  l i t e r a r y  m a s te r p ie c e  o f  t h e  M id d le  A g e s ,"  
B ecau se  W agner b a s e d  h i s  R ing  a n d  P a r s i f a l  l a r g e l y  on  O ld  N o rse  
w r i t i n g s ,  t h e  l i s t  o f  T o lk ie n -W a g n e r  p a r a l l e l s  s u b s t e m t i a l l y  c a t a ­
lo g u e s  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  T o lk ie n  a n d  th e  N o rs e ,  I n d e e d ,  B l i s s e t t  
a s c r i b e s  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  " t o  T o l k i e n 's  im m e rs io n  i n  m e d ie v a l  l o r e  a n d  
to  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n ,  l i k e  W agner, o f  a  m y th o - p o e tic  im a g in a t io n ,  an d
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  a n y  d i r e c t  W ag n erian  i n f l u e n c e ,  th o u g h  t h a t  i s
24n o t  to  b e  p r e c lu d e d ,"
25R o b e r t  J ,  R e i l l y ' s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n  1960 , M a r jo ry  E v e ly n
i Q
S pa.cks, 3 1 ,
’ ^ I b i d , ,  p ,  3 8 ,
2 0
The S o u th  A t l a n t i c  Q u a r t e r l y . L V III  ( 1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  448-456*
21 " The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s : The N o v e l a s  T r a d i t i o n a l  R om ance,"
W i s c o n s l n  S tu d ie s  i n  C ontem -porarv  L i t e r a t u r e .  V I I I  (W in te r  1 9 6 7 ) , 
4 3 -5 9 ,
^2 C a r t e r ,  pp# 7 9 -9 5 .
^ ^ B l i s s e t t ,  p ,  449*
^ ^ I b i d , , p ,  4 5 5 ,
25"R o m an tic  R e l ig i o n  i n  t h e  w orks o f  0v;en B a r n f i e l d ,  C ,£* L e w is , 
C h a r le s  W illia m s  a n d  J .R .R ,  T o lk ie n ,"  DA, XXI, 3 4 6 1 -6 2 ,
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25 27
W r i g h t 's  i n  Î9G 1, an d  W,R, I r v ; i n 's  a s s a y  (1 9 5 1 ) c o n s id e r  T o U tie n
a s  a  member o f  a  " s c h o o l"  i n c l u d in g  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  a n d  C ,S , Lev/is 
b u t  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  t h a t  T o llc ien  d o e s  n o t  r e s e m b le  o t h e r  m em bers o f  
t h e  s c h o o l  a s  much a s  th e y  r e s e m b le  one a n o th e r ;  an d  t h e s e  e s s a y s  
a d d  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u b j e c t ,  f o r  w h i l e  W il l ia m s  an d  L ew is do 
i n c l u d e  m e d ie v a l  e le m e n ts  i n  t h e i r  s e r i o u s  f i c t i o n ,  t h e s e  e le m e n ts  
a r e  h e a v i l y  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r  A r t h u r i a n  a n d  a r e  t r a n s p l a n t e d  i n t o  
s t o r i e s  b e g in n in g  o r  e n d in g  i n  m odern  r e a l i s t i c  s e t t i n g s .  Gompcir- 
i s o n  w i th  W il l ia m s  a n d  Levri.s t e n d s  t o  o b s c u re  w ha t a r e  p e rh a p s  T o l­
k i e n ' s  t h r e e  o u t s t a n d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ;  h i s  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  in d e ­
p e n d e n t ,  c r e d i b l e  u n i v e r s e ;  h i s  im m e rs io n  i n  n o n - t h e o l o g i c a l  m edie­
v a l  W orse , E n g l i s h  a n d  C e l t i c  m a t e r i a l s ;  an d  h i s  i n f u s i n g  s t o r i e s  
w i th  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  s u c h  a  way t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  seem s w h o lly  
a t  hom e, p a r t  o f  a  s e a m le s s  v /h o le .
M ore r e c e n t  com m entary  r e g u l a r l y  r e c o g n iz e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s .  H enry  R e s n ik ,  who in te r v ie w e d  T o lk ie n  ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  w r i t e s ;
T o l lc i e n 's  lo n g  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  N o rse  an d  
G erm an ic  m yths h a s  i n s p i r e d  t h e  c h i l l e r ,  m ore 
m en ac in g  l a n d s c a p e s  o f  M id d le - e a r th ,  and  he  
m akes no s e c r e t  o f  h a v in g  d e l i b e r a t e l y  sh a p e d  
t h e  two m a jo r  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  l i f e — r u r a l  
E n g la n d  a n d  th e  n o r th e r n  m y ths— to  h i s  own 
l i t e r a r y  p u r p o s e s .  ' I n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s . '
T o lk ie n  s a y s ,  ' I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  m o d e rn iz e  t h e  
m y ths  a n d  make them  c r e d i b l e . *28
^ ^"T h e  Cosm ic Kingdom o f  M yth: A S tu d y  i n  t h e  M y th -P h ilo s o p h y
o f  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s ,  C .S , L ew is a n d  J .R .R .  T o lk ie n ,"  DA, XXI, 3 4 6 4 -6 5 .
27 " T h e re  a n d  B ack  A g a in ," Sew anee R ev iew . LXIX (Autumn 1 9 6 1 ) ,
5 6 6 -7 8 .
"The H o b b it-F o rm in g  W orld  o f  J .R .R .  T o lk ie n ,"  The S a tu rd a y  
E v e n in g  P o s t . J u l y  2 ,  196 6 , p .  9 4 .
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The 1967 C u r r e n t  Bio.traTjhv p a r a p h r a s e s  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  e x p a n d in g  
th e  l i s t  o f  m a jo r  i n t e r e s t s  to  i n c lu d e  " h i s  lo v e  f o r  w ords th e m s e lv e s  
• • • an d  m e d ie v a l rom ance"  ( p .  4 1 5 ) .  I t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  Ganna 
O t te v a e re -V a n  P r a a g  s h o u ld  n o t i c e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  F r e n c h ,  German, 
an d  I t a l i a n  p a r a l l e l s .  P r a i s i n g  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  a s  "u n  d e s  
o e u v re s  v r a im e n t  o r i g i n a l e s  d e  c e  s i è c l e , "  h e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  mood 
o f  t h i s  " v a s t e  f r e s q u e  é p iq u e  en  p ro s e "  p l a c e s  i t  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  
o f  t h e  O ld C e l t i c  a n d  G erm anic  le g e n d s  ( " E l l e  f a i t  p e n s e r  a u  c y c le  
du G r a a l ,  au x  S a g a s  e t  a u x  N ib e lu n g e n " ) , b u t  t h e  c o m p le x ity  o f
29p l o t  and  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  i n v e n t io n  r e c a l l  A r i o s t o 's  O rlan d o  F u r io s o .  
O tte v a e re -V a n  P ra a y  d e v e lo p s  th e  c o m p a riso n  f u r t h e r ,  f i n d i n g  a  f u s i o n  
o f  t h e  G erm anic a n d  R om an tic  e p i c s ,  M atthew  H o d g a r t 's  " K ic k in g  t h e  
H o b b it"  (1 967 ) e x p r e s s e s  a  d is e n c h a n tm e n t  s i m i l a r  t o  Edmund W i l s o n 's ,  
b u t  h e  i s  much b e t t e r  in fo rm e d  a b o u t  s o u r c e s .  D o u b tin g  th e  a c c e p ta ­
b i l i t y  o f  T o l k i e n 's  m essag e  o r  t h e  l e g i t im a c y  o f  much o f  h i s  a p p e a l ,  
H o d g a rt s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Men o f  G ondor an d  R id e r s  o f  Rohan " a r e  p r e ­
s e n te d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  b r i l l i a n t  p a s t i c h e s  o f  m e d ie v a l  a n d  A n g lo -  
S axon  l i t e r a t u r e  b u t  re m a in  wooden i n  t h e i r  n o b i l i t y  o r  d e p r a v i t y . "  
B u t he  a c k n o w le d g e s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  d raw s " w i th  im m ense s k i l l "  from  
t h e  I l i a d , t h e  E d d a s ,  B eoT nilf,  t h e  I r i s h  e p ic s  o f  C u c h u la in  an d
t h e  T u a th a  de  D anaan , t h e  M a b in o g io n , t h e  C hanson d e  R o la n d , a n d
30t h e  ro m an ces o f  C h r é t i e n  d e  T ro y e s ,  O th e r  w o rk s m e n tio n in g  b u t  
n o t  f u l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  th e  m e d ie v a l  p a r a l l e l s  i n c l u d e  M oreen H ayes 
a n d  R o b e r t  R enshaw ’s  "O f H o b b i t s ,"  w h ich  m e n tio n s  a  d e b t  t o  " S c a n d i-
^ ^ " R e to u r  a  L 'é p o p é e  M y th o lo g iq u e : Le M a î t r e  d e s  A nneaux de
J .R .R ,  T o l k ie n ."  Révue d e s  L angues V iv a n te s . XXXIII ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  2 3 7 ,
^ ^The New Y ork  Review  o f  B ooks. May 4 ,  195 7 , p .  10 .
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n a v la n  and  T e u to n ic  m y th ," a n d  V /illia m  R eady ’s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  U nder­
s ta n d in g  T o llc ien  ( p .  SO) w h ich  a d d s  l i t t l e  to  T o lk ie n  s t u d i e s  heyond  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t io n  on O x fo rd  l i f e .
To d a te  (S p r in g  1 9 5 9 ) , t h e r e  h av e  b e e n  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s ­
c u s s io n s  d e v o te d  to  T o l k i e n 's  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s ,  a l l  o f  them  f a i r l y  
r e c e n t ;  (1 )  G eorge  Thom son’ s  “ The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s ; The N ovel a s  
T r a d i t i o n a l  L i t e r a t u r e , ” (2 )  J . S .  R yan’s  “German M ytho logy  A p p lie d —  
The E x te n s io n  o f  t h e  L i t e r a r y  F o lk  M emory,” an d  (3 )  L in  C a r t e r ’s  
T o lk ie n ;  A Look B eh in d  t h e  L o rd  o f  th e  R in srs . The L ord  o f  th e  
R in ? s . a c c o r d in g  t o  G eo rge  H . Thom son, " i s — so  f a r  a s  I  know— th e
f i r s t  a t t e m p t  s in c e  t h e  R e n a is s a n c e  t o  w r i t e  a  f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d  t r a -
32d i t i o n a l  ro m a n c e ,” The m a t t e r  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i s  " a n  anatom y o f
rom ance th em es  o r  m y th s ; ” i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  l i k e  " a  t a p e s t r y  rom ance
33o f  th e  M e d ie v a l-R e n a is s a n c e  t r a d i t i o n , ” The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  Thom son’s  
a rg u m e n t d o e s  n o t  i d e n t i f y  s o u r c e s ,  h u t  r a t h e r  d e m o n s t ra te s  t h a t  The 
L o rd  o f  t h e  Rinfzs c o n ta in s  m ain  e le m e n ts  from  e a c h  o f  th e  s i x  p h a s e s  
o f  rom ance d e f in e d  i n  N o r th ro p  F r y e ’s  Anatomy o f  C r i t i c i s m ,  The 
s e c o n d  p a r t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  T o l k i e n 's  s t o r y  m ore w i th  
S p e n s e r  a n d  A r io s to  th a n  w i th  M a lo ry , Thomson a n a ly z e s  T o lk ie n ’s  
c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  h e  ’’was a b l e  t o  r a n s a c k  t h e  e n t i r e
31
C r i t i q u e .  S tu d ie s  i n  M odern F i c t i o n .  IX (1 9 6 7 ) ,  5 8 ,
32 " The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s : The N ovel a s  T r a d i t i o n a l  R om ance,”
W isc o n s in  S tu d ie s  i n  C o n tem n o ra rv  L i t e r a t u r e . V I I I  (Y /in te r  1 9 6 7 ) , 
p ,  4 4 , L in  C a r t e r ’s  d i s c u s s io n  show s t h a t  T o lk ie n ’s  i s  n o t  t h e  
f i r s t  a t t e m p t ,  th o u g h  p e rh a p s  f i r s t  to  r e c e i v e  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n ;  
a  f a c t  due i n  p a r t  to  t h e  p o v e r ty  o f  t h e  g e n re  s i n c e  t h e  E n l ig h t ­
enm en t, i n  p a r t  t o  a  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  h o s t i l e  t o  f a n t a s y ,
33
Thom son, p .  4 4 -4 5 ,
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s to r e h o u s e  o f  e a r l y  n o r th e r n  l i t e r a t u r e  (m y th o lo g y , f a i r y - t a l o ,  s a g a ,
e p i c ) ,  t r a n s m u te  i t s  m a t e r i a l s ,  .  .  « a n d  com bine them  v n th  th e
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  c o n v e n tio n s  o f  r o m a n c e a n d  he c o n c lu d e s  t h a t
35" The L ord  o f  t h e  Rinms i s  a  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  B e o w u lf . "
The m a jo r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s tu d y  o f  nam es i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c =  
t i o n  i s  J . S ,  S y a n 's  "Germ an M ytho logy  A p p lie d — The E ic te n s io n  o f  th e  
L i t e r a r y  F o lk  M e m o r y . R y a n  i n t r o d u c e s  h i s  c o n c is e  c a ta lo g u e  o f  
e ty m o lo g ie s  an d  p a r a l l e l s  by a s s e r t i n g  T o l l t i e n 's  " c o n s id e r a b l e  aw are­
n e s s  o f  t h e  re s id u u m  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  w ords a n d  nam es from  t h e  G er­
m anic  w o r ld "  ( p .  4 5 ) .  Though h i s  f i c t i o n  i s  m o ra l  i n  p r u p o s e ,  T o lk ie n  
maizes s u c h  u s e  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  a e s t h e t i c  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  o f  la n g u a g e  e n jo y  
t r a c i n g  " t h e  e v o c a t io n s  o f  some o f  th e  s p e c i a l  w ords a n d  n a m e s ,"
T hese  e v o c a t io n s  h e lp  g iv e  t h e  s t o r i e s  " t h e  d i g n i t y  an d  re m o te n e s s  
n e e d ed  t o  p ro d u c e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  human s o u l  a n d  i t s  
g e n e r a l  e n v iro n m e n t an d  c o n d i t io n "  ( p .  4 5 ) ,  B r i e f l y  n o t i c i n g  i n g r e ­
d i e n t s  i n  T o l k i e n 's  s t o r i e s  w h ic h  seem  draw n from  m e d ie v a l C e l t i c ,  
Germ an, I c e l a n d i c ,  and  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  an d  h i s t o r y ,  Ryan b r i s k l y  
b u t  s o u n d ly  e x p la in s  th e  e ty m o lo g ie s  o f  S h e lo b , a t t e r c o o p ,  B a l r o g ,
B o lg , Smaug, A r k e n s to n e , m athom , M id d l e - e a r t h ,  G a n d a lf ,  G im li ,  Garm, 
e n t ,  F a n g o rn , O r th a n c , S arum an , O re , K a z g u l , S m eag o l, D e a g o l, w a rg , 
M ordo r, H o b b i t ,  G o ld b e r ry ,  S a u ro n , F ro d o ,  a n d  t h e  Red Book o f  W estm arch . 
Though some o f  t h e s e  d e r i v a t i o n s  w ere  n o t i c e d  b y  P a r k e r ,  an d  o t h e r  
s tu d e n t s  h a v e , no d o u b t ,  d i s c o v e r e d  them  i n d e p e n d e n t ly ,  R y a n 's  con­
c i s e ,  l e a r n e d  an d  a c c u r a t e  e x p la n a t i o n s ,  c o n v e n ie n t ly  g a th e r e d  i n  one
^^Thom son, p .  5 8 ,
35 I b i d , ,  p .  5 9 .
^ ^ F o l k lo r e . LXXVII ( S p r in g  1 9 6 5 ) , p p .  4 5 -5 9 .
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s h o r t  a r t i c l e ,  a r e  a  v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  A f t e r  l i s t i n g  r e c u r r e n t  
th e n e s  from  e a r l y  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n ,  Eyan 
s u g g e s t s  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e en  th e  " a r i s t o c r a t i c  B e o w u lf ia n  t v / i l i g h t "  
o f  T o l k i e n 's  T h i rd  a g e  w h ic h  p r e c e d e s  t h e  a g e  o f  m en, a n d  t h e  G er­
m anic  H e ro ic  Age w h ich  p re c e d e d  th e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  i n  t h e  N o r th  
( p .  5 8 ) ,  "T he t o t a l  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  P r o f e s s o r  T oH cien i n  h i s  m y th ic a l  
w orks i s  to  r e - i n t e r p r e t  t h e  e th o s  o f  t h e  H e ro ic  A ge, to  s t r e s s  f o r  
th e  E n g l i s h  t h e  c y c l i c  n a t u r e  o f  h i s t o r y  by  a n  im a g in a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t  
o f  t h e  w o r ld  b e f o r e  o u r  own" ( p .  5 8 ) ,  Gt, :a n d in g  h i s  s u b c r e a t i o n ,  
l i k e  B e o w u lf . i n  G erm anic  m yth a n d  h i s t o r y  a n d  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  
a  W yrd, o r  f a t e ,  r u l i n g  t h e  w o r ld ,  T o lk ie n  i s  " th e  m ost com p lex  o f  
m odern m y th -m ak o rs"  ( p ,  5 9 ) ,
T o lk ie n ; A Look B e h in d  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s . t h e  o n ly  e s s e n ­
t i a l  boo k  s o  f a r  a b o u t  T o lk ie n ,  was w r i t t e n  b y  L in  C a r t e r ,  a  f a n ­
t a s y  w r i t e r  a n d  avow ed l o v e r  o f  " o l d ,  o ld  b o o k s  nobody e l s e  b o t h e r s  
t o  r e a d  anym ore" ( p ,  2 1 2 ) ,  Though c o n c e rn e d  w i th  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s  
i n  o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h r e e  s h o r t  c h a p t e r s .  C a r t e r  m akes s e v e r a l  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  a n d  o r i g i n a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .  T h e re  i s  l i t t l e  new i n  h i s  com­
p a r i s o n  o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  w i th  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  S i e g f i e d  L eg en d , 
b u t  d i s c u s s io n s  o f  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n s  o f  Ë a r e n d i l  and  F ro d o  a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  
I n t e r e s t i n g  a n d , I  t h i n k ,  a c c u r a t e  a r e  h i s  p a r t i a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  G a n d a lf  vriLth O d in , a n d  o f  t h e  w h i te  T re e  o f  G ondor w i th  Y g g d r a s i l l ,  
C a r t e r ' s  m ain  p u rp o s e  i s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  f a n t a s y  t r a d i t i o n ,  b o th  
a n c i e n t  an d  l i v i n g ,  i n  w h ic h  T o lk ie n  v / r i t e s ,  and  i t  i s  on  t h i s  s u b ­
j e c t  t h a t  h e  i s  e x p e r t ;  b u t  h e  s t i l l  m anages to  docum en t m ore 
p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  T o lk ie n  a n d  m e d ie v a l  f i c t i o n  th a n  an y o n e  e x c e p t  
R yan, who h a s  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  s c h o l a r l y  a d v a n ta g e .
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THE LIFE AND SCHOLARSHIP
A t p r e s e n t  t h e  m ost r e l i a b l e  g u id e s  t o  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  T o l k i e n 's
f i c t i o n  a r e  h i s  ovm p h i l o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s .  They n o t  o n ly  i d e n t i f y
som e m e d ie v a l  v;orlcs h e  s t u d i e d  c l o s e l y  b u t  e m p h a s iz e  t h e  p o i n t s  w h ich
c a u g h t  h i s  im a g in a t io n .  T h e re  i s  a  v e r y  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e en
th e  f i c t i o n  an d  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  f o r
i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  p r e f a t o r y  re m a rk s  w h ic h  f i r s t  a p p e a re d  i n  th e
1940 e d i t i o n  o f  H a l l ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  B e o w u lf , p u b l i s h e d  t h r e e  y e a r s
a f t e r  The H o b b it  an d  when The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  th e  R in ^  was a l r e a d y  i n
p r o g r e s s ,  T o lls ie n  s e l e c t s ,  t o  e x e m p lify  p o e t i c  d i c t i o n  i n  O ld E n g l i s h ,
37
t h e  w ord b e o r n , w h ich  h e  e x p la i n s  m ean t b o t h  " v /a r r io r "  an d  " b e a r . "
3ÔT h is  p a s s a g e  g l o s s e s  B eo rn  i n  The H o b b i t .  And when G a n d a lf ,
o r d i n a r i l y  a  s to o p e d  o ld  m an, u n c lo a k s  h i s  w i z a r d 's  m ig h t e a r l y  i n
39The F e l lo w s h ip  ( I ,  6 0 ) ,  we a r e  show n t h e  m ean in g  o f  S a c e n . w h ich  
T o l l t ie n  s e l e c t s  t o  d e m o n s t r a te  t h e  i m p r e c i s io n  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n .  Ren­
d e re d  a s  " s t a l w a r t , "  " b r o a d ,"  " h u g e ,"  a n d  " m ig h ty "  by  H a l l ,  OE '?aeen  
m eans " n o t  ' l a r g e '  b u t  ' e n l a r g e d ' ,  a n d  i n  a l l  c a s e s  may im p ly  n o t
m e re ly  s i z e  a n d  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  a n  a d d i t i o n  U n d e r l i n i n g  T o l l d e n 's ]  o f
39p o w e r, b ey o n d  t h e  n a t u r a l . "  And g u id e d  b y  t h i s  h i n t ,  v/e may n o t i c e  
p a s s a g e s  s u g g e s t i n g  s u p e r n a t u r a l  ë a c a  th ro u g h o u t  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , 
c e r t a i n l y  i n v o lv i n g  G a n d a l f ,  t h e  N a z g u ls ,  G a l a d r i e l ,  F ro d o , a n d  e v e n
37 " P r e f a t o r y  R em arks" t o  J o h n  R . C la rk  H a l l ,  t r a n s . , B eov/u lf and  
th e  F in n e s b u rg  F ra ,?m en t. r e v .  C .L . V/renn ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  x v i i .
3 8 R ev . e d .  (Nev/ Y ork : B a l l a n t i n e  B ooks I n c . ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p p . I l S f f .
39 C i t a t i o n s  from  T o l k i e n 's  L o rd  o f  t h e  R in ? s  a r e  t o  th e  r e c e n t  
an d  in e x p e n s iv e  a u th o r i z e d  p a p e rb a c k  e d i t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  by  B a l l a n t i n e  
B o o b s , Nev/ Y o rk , 1 9 6 5 . The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  Rinn:. ' The Two T o w ers . 
an d  The R e tu rn  o f  t h e  K ing  v / i l l  b e  c i t e d  b y  vo lum e num ber r a t h e r  
th a n  t i t l e .
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S aa  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  The R e tu rn  o f  t h e  K ing»^^ The p r e c i s e  mean­
in g  an d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e a c e n a  a r e  n o t  th e  p o i n t  h e r o ,  b u t  
S a c en an d  b e o rn  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  h i s  f i c t i o n  em bodies c e r t a i n  s c h o l a r l y  
p o i n t s  w h ich  i n t e r e s t e d  him a n d , c o n v e r s e ly ,  t h a t  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  
may h e lp  e x p l i c a t e  h i s  f i c t i o n .
B e fo re  T o l k i e n 's  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  r e v ie w e d ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d
t h a t  s t u d i e s  p u b l is h e d  u n d e r  h i s  name do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  l i m i t s
o f  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  much l e s s  o f  h i s  r e a d i n g .  V /illia m  Ready q u o te s
a  s t a t e m e n t  from  one  o f  T o l k i e n 's  p u p i l s ;  "He to o k  e n d le s s  p a in s
w i th  h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  h e lp e d  them  s o  much t h a t  w ork th e y  p u b l i s h e d — he
p u b l is h e d  v e ry  l i t t l e  h im s e l f — was r e a l l y  h i s  ovm. Y et h e  n e v e r  to o k
42c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s ,  o n ly  p l e a s u r e  f o r  h i s  p u p i l s . "  I  v f i l l  m e n tio n  
w orks w h ich  a ck n o w led g e  T o l k i e n 's  h e l p ,  b u t  t h e  l i s t  v r i.l l  n o t  be  
c o m p le te  a n d , even  i f  i t  w e re ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t  d e f in e  T o l k i e n 's  l i m i t s .  
T o lk ie n  h im s e l f  a d m its  b e in g  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  H. R id e r  H a g g a rd 's  She 
a n d , a c c o r d in g  t o  L . S p ra g u e  d e  Cauap, " i s  o n e  o f  th o s e  p e o p le  who 
h a s  l i t e r a l l y  r e a d  e v e r y t h in g ,  and  c a n  c o n v e rs e  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  on 
j u s t  a b o u t  an y  s u b j e c t . T h i s  may o n ly  i n d i c a t e  c o in c id e n c e  o f  
t a s t e  b e tw e e n  T o lk ie n  a n d  a n o th e r  f a n t a s y  v / r i t e r ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  T o lk ie n
41
T h ese  p e r s o n s  b e a r  m ag ic  r i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  l i s t  comes n e a r  t o  
i n c l u d in g  a l l  who d o . E l r o n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  i s  a  r i n g - b e a r e r  v / i th o u t  
s p e c i f i c  e a c a n .  As we n e v e r  s e e  S a u ro n  p h y s i c a l l y ,  i t  may b e  s a i d  
t h a t  h i s  e n t i r e  p r e s e n c e  i s  m a l ig n a n t  h u g e n e s s ,  s u p e r n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  
i n  p o w e r. T h e re  a r e  m oments i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s v/hen o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r s  a c h ie v e  s o m e th in g  l i k e  Baca (v/hen A r a g o rn 's  k in g s h ip  i s  
r e v e a l e d ,  v;hen t h e  e n t s  becom e " h a s t y , "  a n d  when Sarum an w eav es a  
te m p o ra ry  s p e l l  o f  r h e t o r i c )  b u t  num inous m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  B aca 
c e r t a i n l y  o c c u r  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  a r e  l a r g e l y ,  p e rh a p s  e x c lu -  ■ 
s i v e l y ,  d e p e n d e n t on m agic  r i n g s .
42 U n d e rs ta n d in g  T o lk ie n  a n d  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s  (New Y o rk , 
1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  I S .
^ ^ Q u o ted  i n  C a r t e r ,  p .  2 5 ,
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i s  n o t  c o n f in e d  to  h i s  acad em ic  f i e l d .  The s c h o l a r s h i p  i d e n t i f i e s  
some o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  h a u n t s ,  b u t  i t  m ust b e  rem em bered  t h a t  one o f  
h i s  h o b b ie s  " i s  ta lc in g  lo n g  c o u n try  r a m b le s .
B orn  i n  1892 i n  S o u th  A f r i c a ,  To H elen  r e t u r n e d  w i th  h i s  m o th e r  i n  
1896 t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S a r e h o le ,  n e a r  h e r  n a t i v e  B irm ingham , s h o r t l y  
b e f o r e  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a th ,  V/hen he  was tw e lv e  h i s  m o th e r  d i e d ,  and  u n d e r  
t h e  g u a r d ia n s h ip  o f  F a th e r  F r a n c i s  X a v ie r  M organ, a  Roman C a th o l ic  P r i e s t ,  
h e  a t t e n d e d  K ing  Edward VI S c h o o l i n  B irm ingham , r e c e i v i n g  t h e  B ,A , 
d e g re e  from  E x e te r  C o l le g e ,  O x fo rd , i n  191 5 , A f t e r  s e r v i c e  w i th  th e  
L a n c a s te r  F u s i l i e r s  i n  W orld  War I ,  h e  o b ta in e d  th e  M,A, d e g re e  a t  O xfo rd  
i n  1919 and  w orked  a s  a n  a s s i s t a n t  on th e  O x fo rd  E n p rlish  D ic t io n a r y  b e fo re  
t a k in g  a  p o s t  a s  r e a d e r  i n  E n g l i s h  L anguage a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  L eeds 
i n  1920, T h e re  he r e c e iv e d  a  p r o f e s s o r s h i p  a n d  p u b l is h e d  A M id d le  E n g - 
l i s h  V o c a b u la ry , h i s  f i r s t  im p o r ta n t  p ie c e  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p .  The y e a r  
1925 saw b o th  T o l k i e n 's  r e t u r n  to  O x fo rd , w here  he  was R aw lin so n  and  
B o sw o rth  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A ng lo -S ax o n  u n t i l  1945 , an d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  
t e x t  o f  S i r  G aw ain an d  th e  G reen  K n ig h t (O x f o rd ) , w h ich  he  e d i t e d  i n  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i th  E ,V , G ordon , T h a t T o l k i e n 's  p h i l o l o g i c a l  a t t e n t i o n s  
w ere  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  E a r ly  E n g l i s h  i s  shown b y  a n  aclcnow ledgem ent i n  E ,V . 
G o rd o n 's  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  O ld K o rse  (O x fo rd )  p u b l is h e d  two y e a r s  l a t e r ;  
" F o r  h e lp  i n  p r e p a r in g  th e  a p p a r a tu s  o f  t h e  boo k  I  am in d e b te d  e s p e c i a l l y  
t o  P r o f e s s o r  J ,R ,R ,  T oH cien , who r e a d  t h e  p r o o f s  o f  t h e  Grammar an d  made 
v a lu a b le  s u g g e s t io n s  an d  c o r r e c t i o n s "  ( p ,  i x ) .  B e fo re  The H o b b i t .
T o lk ie n  a l s o  p u b l is h e d  "C h a u c e r  a s  a  P h i l o l o g i s t "  ( 1 9 3 4 ) ,  a n d  h i s  c e l e -
44A M idd le  F .n ttlish  V o c a b u la ry  (O x fo rd , 1922) d e s ig n e d  f o r  u s e  w i th  
K en n e th  S is a m 's  F o u r te e n th  C e n tu ry  V e rse  and  P r o s e ,
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b r a t c d  "B eov/ulf ; The M o n s te rs  an d  th e  C r i t i c s "  (1 9 3 6 ) ,  By th e  t i n e  
t h a t  B i l b o 's  s t o r y  was p u b l i s h e d ,  i t s  f o r t y - f i v e  y e a r  o ld  a u t h o r ,  a  p ro ­
f e s s i o n a l  p h i l o l o g i s t  f o r  a lm o s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s ,  had  so  d e m o n s tra te d  
a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  O ld N o rse  an d  O ld  and  M id d le  E n g l i s h  t h a t  we may f e e l  
s u r e  no m a jo r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  b e tv /een  th e s e  a r e a s  a n d  h i s  f i c t i o n  a r e  
w h o lly  a c c i d e n t a l .
A f t e r  th e  i n i t i a l  s u c c e s s  o f  The H o b b i t . T oU cien  d iv id e d  h i s  t im e
b e tw e en  s c h o la r s h i p  and  f i c t i o n .  Ho b eg a n  im m e d ia te ly  th e  s e q u e l  w h ich
was t o  become The L ord  o f  t h e  R in rrs , an d  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  seem s t o  hav e
p u b l is h e d  n o th in g ;  b u t  we l e a r n  from  th e  " I n t r o d u c t o r y  N o te"  to  T re e  and
L e a f  (1965) t h a t  th e  e s s a y ,  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s , "  a n d  th e  s t o r y  " L e a f  by
N ig g le ,"  b o th  p u b l is h e d  i n  1947 , w ere  w r i t t e n  e i g h t  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  when
th e  a u th o r  was o n ly  a  few  c h a p te r s  i n t o  The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  B in,?.
W r i t te n  a t  th e  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  s u c c e s s  a n d  "v/hen The L ord
o f  t h e  R in g s  was b e g in n in g  t o  u n r o l l  i t s e l f  an d  t o  u n f o ld  p r o s p e c t s  o f
l a b o r  a n d  e x p lo r a t i o n  i n  y e t  unknown c o u n tr y  a s  d a u n t in g  t o  me a s  t o  th e  
45h o b b i t s , "  th e  e s s a y  r e a d s  l i k e  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  d e f e n s e  o f  f a n t a s y ,  t h e  
u n f a s h io n a b le  g e n re  t o  w h ic h  T o lk ie n  fo u n d  h im s e l f  c o m m itte d , "On F a i r y -  
s t o r i e s "  d e s e r v e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c lo s e  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c e n te r e d  
b e tw e en  The H o b b it an d  m o st o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , a n d  b e c a u s e  i t s  
b ro a d  s u b j e c t  a l lo w s  T o lk ie n  freed o m  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  h i s  
c h o ic e  o f  i l l u s t r a t i v e  e x a m p le s . N ot a l l  a r e  m e d ie v a l .  He m e n tio n s  
S h a k e s p e a re ,  D ra y to n , S w i f t ,  S te v e n s o n , L ew is C a r r o l l ,  D ic k e n sy - 
T h a c k e ra y , C h e s te r to n ,  B a r r i e ,  M a e te r l in c k ,  and  M iln e  a n d  i s  f a m i l i a r
45 T re e  and  L o a f , p ,  v i i .
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w ith  t h e  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  o f  G eorge  M acD onald ( t h r e e  c i t a t i o n s )  an d  
Andrew Lang ( o v e r  a  d o z e n ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  G e rn a n , N o rs e , V /est H igh­
la n d  an d  E g y p t ia n  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Grimm, D a s e n t ,  C a m p b e ll, a n d  B udge , 
C l a s s i c a l  m y th o lo g y  i s  m e n tio n e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  an d  B i b l i c a l  s t o r y  
i s  c e n t r a l  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n .  The r e l e v a n c e  an d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e s e  
d i v e r s e  r e f e r e n c e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  s e l e c t e d  by  a  man f a m i l i a r  
w i th  a  much l a r g e r  body  o f  m a t e r i a l .
S e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  B eow ulf a n d  to  M id d le  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y  a r e  
w hat w ould  b e  e x p e c te d  from  a  man who h a s  p u b l i s h e d  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n
th e s e  a r e a s .  M e n tio n  o f  " th e  t u r n i n g  o f  t h e  b e a r - b o y  i n t o  t h e  k n ig h t  
45B eow ulf"  r e c a l l s  B eo rn  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e
47s k in - c h a n g e r  a n d  t h e  b e o rn  who c l e a n s e s  H e o ro t ;  a n d  m e n tio n  o f
48" F ro d a , K ing  o f  t h e  H e a th o b a r d s ,"  m akes a  c o n n e c t io n ,  i r o n i c  o r  
n o t ,  b e tw e e n  t h e  k in g  a n d  t h e  h o b b i t ,  V /r i t in g  F r o d o ’s  s t o r y  d u r in g  
t h e  sam e m on ths t h a t  h e  w ro te  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  T o lk ie n  c a n n o t  have  
f a i l e d  to  make t h e  c o n n e c t io n ,  a n d  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  on  t h e  n e x t  p ag e  
o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  F r o d a 's  s o n  I n g e l d  a n d  t h e  N orse  f e r t i l i t y  
god  F re y  ( t h e  L o rd ) g e n e r a te s  t h e  c l u s t e r  F r o d o -F ro d a -F re y -L o rd , 
w h ich  c e r t a i n l y  e x i s t e d  i n  T o l l s i e n 's  m in d , w h a te v e r  e f f e c t  i t  may 
h av e  h a d  on  h i s  f i c t i o n .  The c i t a t i o n s  o f  C h a u c e r  a n d  t h e  Gawain 
p o e t  a r e  t o  b e  e x p e c te d  i n  v iew  o f  p r e v io u s  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  R e fe re n c e s  
t o  Gower a n d  s e v e r a l  anonym ous b a l l a d s  r e l a t e  t o  m e d ie v a l  E n g l is h  
c o n c e p t io n s  o f  f a i r i e s  a s  f u l l - s i z e d  p e o p le  v / i th  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  b e a u ty
45 T re e  an d  L e a f , p .  2 9 .
47F r .  K la e b e r ,  e d , , B eovm lf an d  t h e  F ir rh t  a t  F in n s b u rg  (B o s to n , 
1 9 5 0 ) , 1 . 1 0 2 4 , S u b s e q u e n t c i t a t i o n s  o f  B eow ulf v / i l l  b e  t o  t h i s  
e d i t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  b y  l i n e  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a g e  n u m b ers ,
48 T re e  an d  L e a f , p .  2 9 ,
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a n d  p o w er. I n  a  p l i i l o l o c i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  f a i r y - l o r e ,  T o lk ie n  i d e n t i ­
f i e s  th e  l i t e r a r y  f a i r i e s  r e l a t e d ,  an d  n o t  r e l a t e d ,  t o  h i s  e l v e s ,  and
b la m e s  R e n a is s a n c e  " r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n "  f o r  r e d u c in g  them  to  d im in u t iv e  
49
s i z e .
S e v e r a l  m a jo r  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  e s s a y  t o  O ld  N orse  an d  C e l t i c  
m y th o lo g y , m ore th a n  t h e  t o t a l  num ber t o  m e d ie v a l  E n g l i s h  v e r s o ,  
c o n f irm  a s  d o e s  n o th in g  e l s e  i n  h i s  s c h o l a r l y  v / r i t i n g  t h e  g r e a t  
e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  m y th o lo g ie s ,  a n d  p r o b a b ly  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  l a n g u a g e s ,  
on  T o l ld -e n 's  m y th o - p o e t ic  im a g in a t io n .  The o n ly  p r i n t e d  m a n i f e s ta ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  O ld  N o rse  s t u d i e s  b e f o r e  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  i s  t h e  b r i e f  
b u t  t e l l i n g  a c k n o w led g em en t t h a t  T o lk ie n  "m ade v a lu a b l e  s u g g e s t io n s  
a n d  c o r r e c t i o n s "  c o n c e r n in g  th e  Grammar i n  G o rd o n ’ s  ^  I n t r o d u c t i o n
to  O ld N o rs e , p .  i x .  T he p a s s a g e  on F re y  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e  i n c l u d e s
50m e n tio n  o f  O d in ’s  h ig h  s e a t ,  w h ich  r e s e m b le s  "T he  S e a t  o f  S e e in g ,"  
from  w h ich  F ro d o  v ie w s  m o st o f  M id d le - e a r th  ( I ,  5 1 7 - 5 1 8 ) ,  And 
p a r t i a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e tw e e n  S a u ro n  a n d  O d in  becom es e x p l i c i t  when 
t h e  god i s  c a l l e d  " t h e  N e c ro m a n c e r,"^ ^  a n  e p i t h e t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
u s e d  f o r  S a u ro n  i n  The H o b b it ( p p . 138 a n d  281)»  "The n a m e le s s
52N o r th  o f  S ig u r d  o f  t h e  V o ls u n g s , a n d  th e  p r i n c e  o f  a l l  d r a g o n s ,"
w h ich  young T o lk ie n  p r e f e r r e d  to  m ore r e a l i s t i c  s e t t i n g s ,  r e c a l l s
53t h e  W ild e r  l a n d  o f  B i lb o  a n d  Sm aug, M e n tio n  o f  Gram s u g g e s t s  A n d tf r i l ,  
t h e  h e ir lo o m  o f  A r a g o rn , a n o th e r  sw o rd  t h a t  w as b r o k e n ;  a n d  " B i f r ô 's t
49 T re e  a n d  L e a f ,  p ,  2 9 ,
50 I b i d , ,  p ,  3 0 ,
^ ^ I b i d , ,  p .  3 1 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p ,  4 1 ,
53
I b i d , ,  p .  5 9 ,
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54
g u a rd e d  by  H e im d a ll  vri.th t h e  G j a l l a r h o r n , "  o t h e r  n a rro w  b r id g e s  
a n d  m a rv e lo u s  h o r n s .  A n a rro w  b r i d g e  w i th o u t  a  p a r a p e t  l e a d s  i n t o  
t h e  e l v i s h  R iv e n d a le .^ ^  The n a rro w  b r id g e  o f  Khazud-Dum ( I ,  4 2 8 -4 3 0 ) , 
w h ic h  r e s e m b le s  B i f r O s t  a s  a  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  a  f i e r y  m o n s te r ,  i s  
g u a rd e d  by  G a n d a lf ,  who may b e  I d e n t i f i e d  w ith  H e im d a ll,  n o t  o n ly  
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  names a r e  s i m i l a r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  b o th  " s to r m -  
c ro w s ,"  w a rn in g  o f  com ing d a n g e r  ( I I ,  1 3 9 ) . H e im d a ll* s  h o rn  s u g g e s t s  
B o r o m ir 's  w h ich  may b e  h e a rd  a t  home i f  b low n  an y w h ere  w i th in  th e  
r e a lm  o f  G ondor ( I I ,  3 4 7 ) .  The h o rn  g iv e n  M erry  by Eowyn h a s  s u c h  
v i r t u e  t h a t  " h e  t h a t  b lo w s i t  a t  n e e d  s h a l l  s e t  f e a r  i n  t h e  h e a r t  
o f  h i s  enem ies  an d  jo y  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s "  ( I I I ,  3 1 6 ) .
C e l t i c  r e f e r e n c e s ,  th o u g h  n o t  p r o f u s e ,  d e m o n s tra te  T o lk ie n ’s
56i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m y th o lo g y . He l i k e d  " t h e  l a n d  o f  M e r l in  an d  A r t h u r , "
a n d  G a n d a lf  t h e  f a r - s e e i n g  a d v i s o r  o f  k in g s  c e r t a i n l y  owes much t o
57M e r l in ,  A ra g o rn  t o  A r th u r .  "Hy B r e a s a i l  i n  t h e  W est" p a r a l l e l s  
t h e  U ndying  L ands o f  t h e  U a la r .  T o lk ie n ’ s  e l v e s ,  who w i l l  d w in d le  
t o  a  r u s t i c  f o l k  o f  d e l l  and  c a v e ,  s lo w ly  t o  f o r g e t  and  t o  be  f o r ­
g o t t e n "  ( I ,  472) o n c e  t h e  R in g  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  seem  a n c e s t o r s  o f  th e
S h e e - f o lk  h e  m e n tio n s  i n  a  n o t e .^ ^  T h ese  a r e  t h e  I r i s h  S ld h e . f a i r y
59d e i t i e s  d w e l l in g  i n  m ounds, t u m u l i ,  an d  g r o t t o e s .  The e lv e s  i n  
The H o b b i t . v;ho aire  m ore d e c a d e n t  th a n  G a l a d r i e l ’ s  s u b j e c t s  (n o  d o u b t
54T re e  a n d  L e a f ,  p .  6 3 .
^ ^The H o b b i t . p .  6 0 .
^ ^ T re e  a n d  L e a f , p .  4 1 .
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  6 .
^ ^ T re e  an d  L e a f ,  p .  9 .
59
F ra n k  C hap in  B ra y , B r a y ’s  U n iv e r s a l  D ic t i o n a r y  o f  M ytho logy  
(Nev/ Y o rk , 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  18 .
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b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  from  h e r  m agic r i n g ) ,  a l r e a d y  l i v e  w i th in  
a  h i l l  b e h in d  a  m agic d o o r ;  a n d  h o b b i t s ,  th o u g h  l a r g e l y  T o l k i e n 's  
ovm c r e a t i o n ,  a r e  a  r u s t i c  m o u n d -d v /e llin g  f o l k  s a i d  s t i l l  t o  be 
a l i v e ,  th o u g h  "now th e y  a v o id  u s  w i th  d ism ay  an d  a r e  becom ing  h a rd  
t o  f in d "  ( I ,  1 1 ) .  T o l k i e n 's  s i n i s t e r  b a rro w  v ; ig h ts ,  th o u g h  more 
l i k e  O ld  N o rse  d r a u g a r  (OE o r c n e a s )^ ^  th a n  I r i s h  S h e e - f o lk  i n  c h a ra c ­
t e r ,  a r e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  tu m u lu s - d w e l le r s , t h e  shadow s o f  t h e i r  f a i r  
I r i s h  c o u s in s .  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  r e v e a l s  su c h  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  N orse  
a n d  C e l t i c  M ythology t h a t  th e y  m ust r a n k  w ith  O ld  an d  M id d le  E n g l is h  
l i t e r a t u r e  a s  m a jo r  s o u r c e s  f o r  T o lk ie n ,
B etv/een t h e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  an d  th e  p u b l i ­
c a t i o n  o f  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s , t h e r e  a p p e a re d  i n  p r i n t  s e v e r a l  
e v id e n c e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  c o n t in u in g  c r e a t i v e  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t y ,  
a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  h i s  w ork i n  O ld E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  M a rg a re t 
W il l i a m s ' W ordhoard , an  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g ro u n d  t o  O ld  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  p r o f u s e  new t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  ack n o w led g es  i n  
1940 t h a t  s h e  was " s t i m u l a t e d  b y  th e  h e l p f u l  g u id a n c e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  
J .R .R ,  T o lk ie n "  (New Y o rk , p .  v i i ) .  T h a t th e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  r e f l e c t  
T o l k i e n 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i s  s u g g e s te d  n o t  o n ly  by  t h i s  ack now ledge­
m ent b u t  a l s o  by  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  s t y l e .  V /ill ia m s  l i k e s  o ld  w ords b u t  
a v o id s  d e a d  o n e s ,  a n d  s h e  r e g u l a r l y  t r a n s l a t e s  OE m id d a n g e a rd  a s  
" m i d d le - e a r th . "  A lso  p u b l is h e d  i n  1940 v/as th e  e d i t i o n  o f  J o h n  C la rk  
H a l l ' s  B eow ulf t r a n s l a t i o n ,  w h ic h  f i r s t  in c lu d e d  th e  T o lk ie n  i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e -  B e s id e s  d i s c u s s in g  some p o i n t s  em bodied i n  
t h e  f i c t i o n ,  t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w i th  i t s  s u mma r y  o f  O ld  E n g l is h
®^Cf, Beovmlf. 1 .  112,
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v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  M odern E n g l i s h  v e r s e s ,  r e f l e c t s  T o l k i e n 's  
d e s i r e  to  t r a n s p o s e  t h e  o ld  m e te r  i n t o  M odern E n g l i s h .  H is  o r i g i n a l  
s e q u e l  to  The B a t t l e  o f  M aldon , w r i t t e n  i n  M odern E n g l is h  w i th  th e  
a c c e n t u a l  l i n e s  an d  h e a d  rhym es o f  O ld  E n g l i s h  v e r s e ,  was p u b l i s h e d  
i n  1953 a s  The Homecoming o f  B e o r h tn o th  B e o rn h th e lm 's  S on .  T h e re  
a r e  s e v e r a l  p a s s a g e s  o f  h e a d -rh y m ed  v e r s e  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , 
a n d  poems i n  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B om bad il u s e  d e v ic e s  e v id e n t ly  
i m i t a t e d  from  O ld N orse  p r o s o d y .  I n  1 9 4 9 , T o lk ie n  p u b l is h e d  a  
p l e a s a n t  t a l e  o f  d ra g o n - ta m in g  w h ich  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  th e  
T h ird  A ge, b u t  i n  th e  M id d le  A g e s , F a rm e r G i le s  o f  Ham, much m ore 
a  c h i l d r e n 's  book  th a n  The H o b b i t . n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n ta in s  s e v e r a l  
O ld  N o rse  p a r a l l e l s  a n d  d e v e lo p s  l i g h t l y  some th em es ex p an d ed  i n  
The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s .
The F e l lo w s h in  o f  th e  R in g  a n d  The Tv/o T o w ers . t h e  f i r s t  two 
vo lum es o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , w ere  p u b l is h e d  i n  E n g la n d  i n  1954 , 
a n d  i n  1955 The R e tu rn  o f  t h e  K in g  f o l lo w e d .  R i s in g  p o p u la r  i n t e r e s t  
i n  M id d le - e a r th  drev/ m ore b o o k s  i n t o  p r i n t ,  ' 'T r a n s l a t i o n s "  from  
v e r s e s  o s t e n s i b l y  w r i t t e n  o r  c o l l e c t e d  by  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  The L ord  
o f  th e  R in g s  f i l l  o u t  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B om bad il ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  a n d  
"On F a i r y - s t o r i e s "  a n d " l e a f  by  N ig g le "  ( w r i t t e n  1 9 3 8 -3 9 , p u b l is h e d  
1947) w ere  r e p r i n t e d  i n  book  fo rm  i n  1964 a s  T re e  and  L e a f ,  A m erican  
p a p e rb a c k  e d i t i o n s  o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  a n d  The H o b b it i n  1965 
made T o lk ie n  a  b e s t - s e l l e r  (T he H o b b it w as r e v i s e d  i n  1966) an d  w ere  
f o llo w e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  by  a  p a p e rb a c k  T o lk ie n  R e a d e r r e p r i n t i n g  
Homecoming, T re e  and L e a f . F a rm e r G i l e s , a n d  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom 
Bo m b a d il,  A new c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k . S m ith  o f  V/ooton M anor a p p e a re d  i n  
1 967 , t h e  same y e a r  a s  The Road Goes E v e r  On. a  r e p r i n t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l
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s o n g s  a lo n g  w i th  m u s ic a l  a r r a n g e m e n ts  by  D onald  Sv/ann a n d  n o te s  by 
T o lk ie n  on e l v i s h  la n g u a g e  a n d  r e l i g i o n .  Poems a n d  Sonirs o f  M idd le  
E a r t h , a n  L .P , r e c o r d in g  from  Caedmon R e c o rd s , i n c l u d e s  some o f  
Sw ann’s  s e t t i n g s  sung  by W il l ia m  E lv in  a s  w e l l  a s  r e a d in g s  b y  T o lk ie n  
h i m s e l f .  R e c e n tly  (M arch 1969) a  p a p e rb a c k  volum e h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  
r e p r i n t i n g  t h e  n o n - M id d le - e a r th  s t o r i e s .  F a rm er G i le s  an d  S m ith .
The S i l m a r i l l i o n , a  w ork i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  h i s t o r y  o f  M id d le - e a r th  
w h ich  h a s  b e e n  i n  p r o g r e s s  s i n c e  b e f o r e  The H o b b i t . i s  a w a i te d  by 
T o lk ie n ’ s  r e a d e r s .  The O x fo rd  s c h o l a r  who was f o r ty - tw o  b e f o r e  h e  
p u b l is h e d  a n y th in g  b e s id e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  s o ld  m i l l i o n s  
o f  vo lum es o f  f i c t i o n ,  w e l l  o v e r  a  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  B a l l a n t i n e  e d i t i o n  
o f  The H o b b it  a lo n e .
B u t T o lk ie n  h a s  n o t  a b a n d o n ed  s c h o l a r l y  e f f o r t s  s i n c e  t h e  s u c c e s s  
o f  h i s  f i c t i o n .  I n  1952 t h e  E a r ly  E n g l i s h  T e x t S o c i e ty  p u b l is h e d  
h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  A ncrene  W is s e . t h e  E n g l i s h  t e x t  o f  t h e  A n cren e  R j.w le. 
a  p r o s e  t r e a t i s e  on m o n a s t ic  l i f e  i n  t h e  W est M id la n d  d i a l e c t ,  an d  
he  was one o f  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  and  
l i t e r a r y  r e v i s i o n "  o f  The J e r u s a le m  B i b l e . Mew Y o rk , 196 6 , p .  i i .  
R e c e n tly  h e  h a s  t r a n s l a t e d  The P e a r l  a n d  S i r  Gaw ain a n d  t h e  G reen  
K n ig h t , a l s o  i n  W est M id la n d  d i a l e c t ,  i n t o  M odern E n g l i s h  v e r s e .
T h is  r e c e n t  w o rk , an d  t h e  e m p h a s is  on  M id d le - e a r th  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  
n o t e s  to  The Road Goes E v e r  On. e m p h asize  T o lk ie n ’s  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  
T o lk ie n ’s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  show  h im , t h e n ,  t o  be  a n  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p h i l o l o g i s t  vn .th  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  h e r o i c  v e r s e  and  
M id d le  E n g l i s h  o f  t h e  W est H ig h la n d s ,  b u t  h e  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  w e l l -  
in fo rm e d  i n  O ld  M orse and  C e l t i c  p h i lo l o g y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  th e  b r e a d th  
o f  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t
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h e  i s  u n a c q u a in te d  w i th  a n y  w ork  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  p l a c e  h eav y  e m p h a s is  on T o lk ie n 's  
f i r s t  f i c t i o n .  The H o b b i t , c o n s id e r in g  m o t i f s  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  Rin,n:s 
an d  o t h e r  w orks p r i m a r i l y  a s  c o n t i n u a t i o n s  o f  th o s e  a l r e a d y  i n i t i a t e d  i n  
t h e  e a r l i e r  boo k . Some d e f e n s e  i s  p e rh a p s  n e e d e d  f o r  e m p h a s iz in g  w ha t i s  
r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  l e s s e r  w o rk , b u t  t h e r e  n e e d  b e  no a p o lo g y  f o r  s tu d y in g  
w hat v/as c l a s s i f i e d  on  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  a  c h i l d r e n 's  b o o k , f o r  t h e  
s t y l i s t i c  e x c e l le n c e  o f  The H o b b it a n d  i t s  d e m o n s tra te d  a p p e a l  to  m a tu re  
r e a d e r s  h av e  s i n c e  r e l e a s e d  i t  from  t h e  n u r s e r y  s h e l v e s .  The s t r o n g  
s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t s  s t o r y  i s  b e t t e r  i n  some ways th a n  t h e  g r e a t ,  b u t  sp raw ­
l i n g  an d  so m e tim es  f l a t ,  n a r r a t i v e  to  w h ich  i t  i s  a  p r e lu d e ;  a n d  i n  an y  
c a s e ,  v ie w in g  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in e s  from  w i t h in  i t s  p r e lu d e  g iv e s  a  s e n s e  
o f  T o l k i e n 's  e v o lu t io n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h ie v e  o t h e r w i s e .  E m p h asis  on  The 
H o b b it seem s a p p r o p r i a t e  a l s o  b e c a u s e  a l l  o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  i s  q u i t e  
r e c e n t ,  t h e  a u th o r  s t i l l  a l i v e  a n d  w o rk in g . A s u b s t a n t i a l  d o c u m e n ta t io n  
o f  m e d ie v a l  m o t i f s  i n  t h e  tw e lv e  h u n d re d  p a g e s  o f  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in g s  
w ould  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  y e a r s  o f  s tu d y  by m ore th a n  on e  m an. E ven  i f  
s u f f i c i e n t  p r e l im in a r y  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d ,  s u c h  doc­
u m e n ta t io n  w ould  b e  p re m a tu re  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  The S i l m a r l l l i o n . 
w h ic h  may b e  e x p e c te d  t o  a n sw e r  many q u e s t io n s  a n d  r a i s e  o t h e r s .  The 
H o b b i t . one h o p e s , may b e  i n s u l a t e d  from  t h i s  u p h e a v a l  by  t h e  e x p a n se  o f  
tw e lv e  h u n d re d  p a g e s .  So I  h a v e  c h o se n  t o  l i m i t  my s y s te m a t ic  t r e a tm e n t  
t o  The H o b b it  a s  a  r i c h  f i e l d ,  a n d  one  a s  l a r g e  a s  c a n  b e  p low ed  v / i th  t h i s  
y e a r ' s  m a c h in e ry ;  b u t  w h e n e v e r i s s u e s  r a i s e d  i n  t h a t  b o o k  seem  a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  The Lord o f  t h e  B in g s . I  w i l l  a p p ly  th em , an d  th e r e b y  h o p e  t o  demon­
s t r a t e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  f i c t i o n ,  an d  to  b e t t e r  r e v e a l  i t s  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  g ro u n d  o u t  o f  w h ic h  i t  g rew .
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C h a p te r  Two
The F o u r - P a r t  S t r u c t u r e  o f  B i l b o 's  E d u c a tio n
The H o b b it  t r a c e s  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  B i lb o  fro m  " t h e  l i t t l e  f e l lo w  
b o b b in s  a n d  p u f f i n s  on  th e  m at"  who " lo o k s  m ore l i k e  a  g r o c e r  t h a n  a  
b u r g l a r "  ( p .  3 0 ) t o  t h e  r e a l  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  d w a r f s ' a d v e n tu r e  ( p .  211) 
who s t e a l s  a  cup from  a  d ra g o n  a n d  a  gem from  T h o r in  a n d , m ore impoi*" 
t a n t ,  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  Smaug, l i k e  F a f n i r ,  i s  v u l n e r a b le  u n d e r  t h e  l e f t  
s h o u ld e r .^  Though B i lb o  i s  h a l f  a  c e n tu r y  o l d ,  h i s  s i z e ,  d o m e s t ic i ty  
a n d  in n o c e n c e  s u g g e s t  c h i ld h o o d - -d e s c e n d e d  th o u g h  h e  may b e  fro m  B u l l -  
r o a r e r  T ook , "who was s o  h u g e  ( f o r  a  h o b b i t )  t h a t  he  c o u ld  r i d e  a  
h o r s e "  ( p .  3 0 )^ ^ a n d  l i k e  P a r z i v a l ,  h e  m a tu re s  th ro u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  
h a r d s h ip s  a n d  t e s ^ s  from  a  s h e l t e r e d  in n o c e n t  i n t o  a  p ro v e n  h e r o ,  
uncow ed b y  d ra g o n s  a n d  u n c o r r u p te d  b y  g o l d .  The s t o r y  o f  B i l b o 's  
e d u c a t io n  may b e  b ro k e n  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ;  (1 )  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  fro m  t h e  
S h i r e ,  (2 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  i n  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s , (3 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  
i n  M irkw ood, a n d  (4 )  t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  a t  t h e  L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , Though 
e a c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a  h ig h e r  s t a g e ,  t h e  p a r t s  a r e  s i m i l a r :  e a ch  b e g in s
w i t h  a  w e l l - e q u ip p e d  jo u rn e y  i n t o  t h e  d a r k  w i ld e r n e s s  a n d  m oves 
th ro u g h  w a n t ,  d a n g e r ,  c a p t i v i t y  a n d  u n l i k e l y  e s c a p e  t o  a  h o s p i t a b l e  
h o u s e  w h ere  t h e  e x p e d i t io n  r e s t s  a n d  r e s u p p l i e s .  The happy  e n d in g , 
a c c o r d in g  to  T o lk ie n ,  i s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  f a i r y  s t o r y  an d  g iv e s  j o y ,  
n o t  b y  d e n y in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e f e a t ,  b u t  b y  d e n y in g  u n i v e r s a l  
f i n a l  d e f e a t .  The c o n s o la t i o n  o f  t h e  h ap p y  e n d in g  i s  a n a lo g o u s  t o ,  
a n d  no l e s s  d i g n i f i e d  t h a n ,  t h e  p u r g a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a g i c  o n e . The
^Cfo I 4 a rg a re t  S c h la u c h ,  t r a n s , ,  The S ag a  o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  (New 
Y o rk , 1 9 4 9 ) ,  p .  9 6 ,
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H o ljb lt c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  d i s t i n c t ,  b u t  n o t  s e p a r a t e ,  t a l e s ,  e a c h  e n d in g
w i th  t h e  c o n s o la t io n s  o f  fo o d ,  co m p a n io n sh ip  an d  te m p o ra ry  s e c u r i t y
a f t e r  a  " su d d e n  jo y o u s  t u r n , "  a n  u n e x p e c te d  r e s c u e .  T h ese  t a l e s  a r e
p a r t s  o f  a  f u l l  s t o r y ,  w h ic h  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M id d lc ^ e a r th ,
w h ich  i t  i t s e l f  o n ly  a  t h r e a d  ( th o u g h  a  b r i g h t  o n e ) i n  " t h e  i n t r i c a t e  
2
web o f  s t o r y , "
B eca u se  t h e  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  The H o b b it a r e  som ew hat p a r a l l e l ,  
e le m e n ts  i n  o n e  p a r t  h a v e  e q u iv a l e n t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  A b r i e f  c h a r t  • 
o f  t h e s e  e q u iv a l e n t  e le m e n ts ,  e n te r e d  b e f o r e  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  fo l lo w in g  sum m ary, may h e lp  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  f o u r ^ p a r t  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  t h e  s t o r y .
P a r t  I ,  B etw een  t h e  S h i r e  a n d  V / i ld e r la n d , C h a p te rs  T - I I I ,  F o e s ;  
T r o l l s ,  P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  D a rk n e ss  u n d e r  t r e e s .  S a v io r :  G a n d a lf ,
B i l b o ’ s  t e s t :  P ro v e s  h e  i s  a  b u r g l a r .  B i l b o ’ s  p r i z e :  E lv i s h  k n i f e .
R iv e r :  L o u d v ra te r, H ouse; E l ro n d ’s  a t  R iv e n d a le ,
B lov/ing  smoke r i n g s  one  m o rn in g  b y  h i s  ro u n d  g r e e n  d o o r .  B i lb o  
B a g g in s  s e e s  a  s t r a n g e  o l d  man v â th  a  s t a f f .  Though h i s  m o th e r  was 
o f  t h e  a d v e n tu ro u s  Took f a m i ly ,  t h e  h o b b i t  h a s  " a p p a r e n t l y  s e t t l e d  
down im m ovably" i n  a  h a b i t  o f  d o m e s t ic  e a s e  i n  t h e  c o m f o r ta b le  b u rro w  
h i s  f a t h e r  b u i l t  v / i th  h i s  m o th e r ’ s  money ( p ,  1 7 ) ,  S o , th o u g h  B a g g in s -  
i s h l y  d o m e s tic  on th e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  h o b b i t  a n d  h i s  home h a v e  a  l a t e n t  
T o o ltis h n e s s , w h ich  b e g in s  t o  b e  aw akened  when t h e  o ld  man i d e n t i f i e s  
h im s e l f  a s  G a n d a lf  t h e  V /iza rd , a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  O ld  T ook , A rh a p s o d y  
on " s p le n d id "  f i r e w o r k s  a n d  a  s l i p  o f  xhe  uongue c o n v in c e  G a n d a lf  
t h a t  t h e  h o b b i t  i s  a s k in g  f o r  a d v e n tu r e ,  " In d e e d  f o r  y o u r  o ld  g r a n d -
2
T re e  a n d  L e a f , p ,  2 0 ,
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f a t h e r  l o o k 's  s a k e ,"  G a n d a lf  s a y s ,  " an d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  p o o r  B e l la d o n a ,
I  w i l l  g iv e  you  w hat you  a s k e d  f o r "  ( p .  1 9 )«
The n e x t  day  a t  t e a t i n o  t h i r t e e n  s t r a n g e  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  a  fev/ a t  a  
t im e ,  t a k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  B a g g in s is h  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  B a l i n ,  t h e  o ld  d w a rf  
who w i l l  "become q u i t e  fo n d  o f  B il"bo , a r r i v e s  s e c o n d , a n d  G a n d a lf  comes 
i n  t h e  l a s t  g ro u p  a lo n g  w i th  T h o r in  O a k e n s h ie ld ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
d w a r f s .  A f t e r  a  m essy  t e a  a n d  com ic c le a n u p ,  i n  w hich th e  d v /a rfs  a r e
3
m e re ly  q u a in t  and  th e  h o b b i t  f u s s y ,  t h e  d w a rfs  p la y  m u sic  i n t o  t h e  
n i g h t ,  s i n g i n g  so n g s  o f  d r a g o n s ,  f i r e  an d  g o ld ,  "T hen  so m e th in g  T ook- 
i s h  woke up  i n s i d e  h im , an d  h e  w ish e d  to  go a n d  s e e  t h e  g r e a t  moun­
t a i n s  ,  ,  .  e x p lo r e  t h e  o a v e s  a n d  w e a r a  sw o rd  i n s t e a d  o f  a  w a lk in g -  
s t i c k "  ( p ,  2 8 ) ,  B u t t h e  mood f a d e s ,  a n d  B i lb o  s q u e a l s  a n d  c o l l a p s e s  
a t  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  h e  "may n e v e r  r e t u r n "  from  a  m y s te r io u s  a d v e n ­
t u r e  ( p ,  2 9 ) ,  The com m ents h i s  f a i n t i n g  e x c i t e s  a r e  s o  i n s u l t i n g  t h a t  
h i s  T o o k is h n e s s  s u d d e n ly  b u r s t s  f r e e :  "Many a  tim e  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  
B a g g in s  p a r t  r e g r e t t e d  w h a t h e  d i d , "  b u t  h e  s w e a rs  t o  do a n y th in g  t h e  
d w a rfs  w an t d o n e , even  " t o  f i g h t  t h e  vri.ld V/ere-worms i n  t h e  L a s t  
D e s e r t"  ( p ,  3 1 ) ,
Though t h e  h o b b i t  k e e p s  h i s  w o rd , h e  h a s  n o t  y e t  em erged  from  
c h i l d i s h n e s s ;  "my b o y ,"  G a n d a lf  c a l l s  him  ( p .  3 2 ) ;  a n d  T o lk ie n  a p o lo ­
g i z e s  f o r  B i l b o 's  ig n o r a n c e  o f  d r a g o n 's  h u g e n e s s ,  "He v;as o n ly  a  l i t t l e  
h o b b i t  you  m ust rem em ber" ( p .  3 3 ) ,  The d w a rfs  e x p la in  t h a t  B i lb o  i s  
to  b e  t h e i r  b u r g l a r  a s  th e y  c r o s s  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s  t o  r e c l a im  t r e a -  
u r e  s t o l e n  from  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  b y  t h e  d ra g o n  Smaug, f o r  a  b u r g l a r  i s  
n e e d ed  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  "M igh ty  W a r r io r ,"  an d  " i n  t h i s  n e ig h b o rh o o d
3
T h is  i s  one o f  t h e  p l a c e s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  book  w h ere  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  T o lk ie n ,  who moves s o  s m o o th ly  th ro u g h  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f ,  i s  
s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  b a la n c e  a n d  a lm o s t  f a l l i n g .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 5
h e ro e s  a r o  s c a r c e  o r  s im p ly  n o t  t o  b e  fo u n d "  ( p .  3 3 ) .  B i lb o ,  th e  t h r e e -  
f o o t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a  h e r o ,  " so  f a r  s t i l l  T o o k is h ly  d e te rm in e d  to  go on 
w i th  t h in g s "  ( p .  3 4 ) ,  h a s  o n ly  t o  h e a r  a  few  t a l e s  o f  d ra g o n s  a n d  h a rd ­
s h i p  b e f o r e  h e  f e e l s  h i s  T o o k is h n e s s  " w e a r in g  o f f "  ( p .  38 ) and  f a l l s  
a s l e e p  d o u b t in g  t h a t  he w i l l  go a t  a l l .
When B i lb o  awalcens l a t e  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  h e  i s  o d d ly  d i s a p p o in te d
a t  t h e  d w a r f s ' l e a v in g  w i th o u t  a  w o rd . B u t h e  i s  e a t i n g  a  s e c o n d  
b r e a k f a s t  when G a n d a lf  b r i n g s  w ord t h a t  t h e  d w a r fs  a r e  w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  
i n n .  "To th e  end o f  h i s  d a y s  B i lb o  c o u ld  n e v e r  rem em ber hov; h e  fo u n d  
h im s e l f  o u t s i d e "  ( p .  4 1 ) ,  r i d i n g  o f f  t o  a d v e n tu r e  w i th  a  w iz a rd  an d  
t h i r t e e n  d v ;a r f s .  A f t e r  many d a y s  t h e  w e a th e r  a n d  c o u n t r y s id e  t u r n  b a d .
T h e re  a r e  no i n n s ,  a n d , w i th  G a n d a lf  m y s t e r io u s ly  a b s e n t ,  t h e  e x p e d i­
t i o n  l o s e s  m ost o f  i t s  b a g g a g e  i n  a  s w o l le n  r i v e r .  A round a  f i r e  i n  a  
d a rk  clum p o f  t r e e s ,  w h ic h  he h a s  b e e n  s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  B i lb o  f a c e s
4
h i s  f i r s t  t e s t .  H is  T o o k ish  a t t e m p t  to  t a k e  a  p u r s e  from  t h e  p o c k e t  
o f  one  o f  t h e  t h r e e  huge c a n n i b a l i s t i c  t r o l l s  h e  f i n d s  t h e r e  f a i l s ,  b u t  
h e  i s  so o n  ig n o r e d  a s  t h e  d w a rfs  b e g in  a p p ro a c h in g  t h e  f i r e  a n d ,  one  by  
o n e , a r e  c a u g h t  a n d  p u t  i n  s a c k s .  B e s id e s  t r y i n g  to  p i c k  t h e  t r o l l ' s  
p o c k e t ,  B i lb o  show s b r a v e r y  i n  t h i s  e p is o d e  b y  r e f u s i n g  t o  b e t r a y  h i s  
f r i e n d s  an d  b y  t r i p p i n g  a  t r o l l  whom T h o r in  i s  h o p e l e s s ly  f i g h t i n g .
B u t ,  how ever c o u ra g e o u s ,  a  h o b b i t  i s  no t r o l l - k i l l e r ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  a  
w i z a r d 's  l o r e  t o  k e e p  t h e  m o n s te rs  q u a r r e l i n g  u n t i l  t h e  s u n r i s e  t u r n s  
them  t o  s t o n e .  G a n d a lf  h a s  r e t u r n e d .  B i l b o 's  b u r g l a r y  d o e s  h e lp  w in 
t h e  a n c i e n t  b l a d e s  w h ic h  s a v e  th e  e x p e d i t io n  i n  P a r t  I I ,  f o r  h e  f i n d s  
t h e  k e y  w h ich  u n lo c k s  t h e  t r o l l s '  h o a rd  o f  t r e a s u r e  a n d  w e a p o n s . Then 
th e  company d e p a r t s  f o r  a  p la c e  c a l l e d  R iv e n d a le ,  w h ic h  i s  o n ly  a  few
^"T ook" i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  p r e t e r i t  o f  " t o  t a k e . "
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d a y s ' r i d e  a h e a d .
W ith  " n o t  much i n  t h e i r  b a g s "  ( p .  55) th e y  f o r d  t h e  r i v e r  i d e n t i ­
f i e d  a s  t h e  L o u d w ate r i n  The L ord  o f  th e  Rin%s a n d  come t o  th e  edge o f  
th e  m o u n ta in s . B i lb o  i s  " t h i n k i n g  o n c e  a g a in  o f  h i s  c o m f o r ta b le  c h a i r  
b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e "  ( p .  5 5 ) ,  b u t ,  ho w ev er B a g g in s is h  h i s  th o u g h t s ,  h e  i s  on 
a  T o o k ish  q u e s t  a n d  c a n n o t  t u r n  b a c k .  B e c a u se  th e y  " n e e d  fo o d , f o r  one 
t h i n g ,  and  r e s t  i n  r e a s o n a b le  s a f e t y "  ( p ,  5 5 ) ,  G a n d a lf  l e a d s  them  a lo n g  
a  n a rro w  p a th  th ro u g h  b a r e  c o u n tr y  t o  a  h id d e n  v a l l e y  w h e re , i n  th e  tw i­
l i g h t ,  th e y  c a n  h e a r  e lv e s  s in g i n g  u n d e r  t r e e s .  A f t e r  a  few  d a y s  o f  
r e s t  w i th  E l r o n d ,  who i s  h a lf - m a n  a n d  h a l f - e l f ,  th e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  c r o s s  
th e  m o u n ta in s .  F i r s t ,  E l ro n d  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  b l a d e s  from  th e  t r o l l - l a i r  
a s  e l v i s h  a n d  d i s c o v e r s  on  th e  t r e a s u r e  map i n v i s i b l e  w r i t i n g  w h ich  
t e l l s  t h a t  t h e  s i d e  d o o r  i n  t h e  m o u n ta in  c an  o n ly  b e  o p en ed  a t  s u n s e t  
on  D u r i n 's  d a y . B u t no on e  knows f o r  s u r e  w h a t d ay  t h a t  i s  any  more*
P a r t  I I ,  The M is ty  M o u n ta in s , C h a p te r s  I V - V I I I ,  F o e s :  G o b l in s ,  G o l-
lum an d  V /args, P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e ls  u n d e rg ro u n d , d a rk  u n d e r  t r e e s .
S a v i o r s :  G a n d a l f ,  E a g le s ,  B i l b o 's  t e s t ;  S a v e s  h i m s e l f ,  h a s  p i t y .
B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  The R in g , R iv e r ;  The G r e a t  R iv e r  (A n d u in ) , H ouse:
B e o r n 's  H a l l ,
A f t e r  d a y s  on  c ro o k e d , c o ld  a n d  l o n e l y  m o u n ta in  p a t h s .  B ilb o  i s  
t h in k i n g  a g a in  o f  " s a f e  a n d  c o m f o r ta b le  t h in g s "  ( p ,  64) when a  f r i g h t f u l  
th u n d e r s to r m  f o r c e s  t h e  company t o  s h e l t e r  i n  a  d r y ,  c l e a n  l i t t l e  cave*  
B i lb o  h e lp s  G a n d a lf  s a v e  t h e  d w a r f s ,  f o r  t h e  h o b b i t  aw akens j u s t  i n  
t im e  t o  w arn  t h e  w iz a rd  s o  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  c a p tu r e d  by  t h e  g o b l in s  
w hose d o o r s te p  t h e  c av e  i s .  B u t e v e ry o n e  e l s e  i s  c a p tu r e d ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  B a g g in s  an d  th e  b aggage*  Condemned b e f o r e  t h e  g o b l in  k in g .
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t h e  company I s  s a v o d  a g a in  vri.th th o  h e lp  o f  G a n d a lf» o  f i e r y  wand an d  
t h e  e l v i s h  s w o rd s . F l e e i n g  down b la c k  t u n n e l s  l i t  by  t h e  g lo w in g  
w and, th e y  r e p e l  one  .g o b l in  a s s a u l t  b e f o r e  a  c o n fu s e d  am bush l e a v e s  
B i lb o  s tu n n e d  a n d  f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  d a r k .
A w alten ing , B i lb o  c ra w ls  th ro u g h  t h e  g loom  u n t i l  ho  to u c h e s  " a  
t i n y  r i n g  o f  c o ld  m e ta l"  a n d  p u t s  i t  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  " I t  w as t h e  
t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  b u t  he  d id  n o t  laaow i t "  ( p .  7 6 ) ,  H is  
B a g g in s  p e r s o n a l i t y  d o m in a n t,  h e  s i t s  down t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  " f r y i n g  
b a c o n  a n d  e g g s"  ( p .  75 ) a n d  i s  a b o u t  t o  f o o l i s h l y  l i g h t  a  p ip e  when 
h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  e l v i s h  k n i f e  h id d e n  u n d e r  h i s  c l o t h e s .  The b la d e  
aw akens so m e th in g  T o o k is h , a lm o s t  so m e th in g  e l v i s h ,  i n  him  ( " I t  was 
o f t e n  s a i d  •  • •  t h a t  lo n g  a g o  one o f  t h e  Took a n c e s t o r s  m u st h av e  
t a k e n  a  f a i r y  v d .fe ;"  [ p .  1 6 ] ) ,  an d  t h e  h o b b i t  becom es a  r e l u c t a n t  
w a r r io r r - r a  sw o rd -b o y  t r o t t i n g  a lo n g  " w i th  h i s  l i t t l e  sw ord  h e ld  i n  
f r o n t  o f  h im  a n d  on e  h an d  f e e l i n g  th e  w a l l "  ( p .  7 7 ) ,
The tu n n e l  f i n a l l y  e n d s  a t  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  l a k e  w here  G o llum , 
t h e  f a l l e n  h o b b i t  who i s  s o  im p o r ta n t  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in e s ,  p a d d le s  
a b o u t  i n  t h e  d a rk  a n d  e a t s  w h a te v e r  o r  w h o ev er h a p p e n s  by,- b u t ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b r i g h t  s w o rd , h e  c h a l l e n g e s  B i lb o  t o  a  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  
r a t h e r  th a n  e a t i n g  him  im m e d ia te ly .  I f  B i lb o  w in s ,  G ollum  v ri.ll  show 
t h e  way o u t .  I f  B i lb o  l o s e s ,  h e  v d . l l  b e  e a t e n .  When B i lb o  l u c k i l y  
w in s  w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  ( n o t  a  r i d d l e ) ,  "V/hat h a v e  I  g o t  i n  my p o c k e t? "  
( p ,  8 5 ) ,  G ollum  r u s h e s  b a c k  t o  h i s  i s l a n d  f o r  a  m ag ic  r i n g  o f  i n v i s i ­
b i l i t y ,  b u t  f i n d s  i t  m is s in g  a n d  g u e s s e s  w h a t i s  i n  B i l b o 's  p o c k e t .  
R u n n in g  up  t h e  t u n n e l .  B i lb o  l e a r n s  t h e  r i n g ' s  m ag ic  a n d  i n v i s i b l y  
t r a i l s  G ollum  to w a rd  t h e  e x i t ,  l e a p i n g  o v e r  t h e  d em en ted  w r e tc h  
r a t h e r  th a n  k i l l i n g  h im . H a v in g  shovm h im s e l f  b o th  b r a v e  a n d  m e r c i-
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f u i — a n  e x c e l l e n t  m ix tu re  o f  Took an d  B a g g in s  v i r t u e s — he d o d g es  gob­
l i n  g u a rd s  an d  s q u e e z e s  th ro u g h  a  s l i g h t l y  open  d o o r  i n t o  t h e  s h e l t e r ­
i n g  s u n l i g h t .  G o b l in s ,  l i k e  a l l  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s ,  h a te  th e  s u n l i g h t .
F in d in g  t h a t  he  h a s  come o u t  on th e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in s ,
B ilb o  h a s  T o o k is h ly  d e te rm in e d  t o  r e t u r n  f o r  h i s  com rades v;hen he  
h e a r s  d w arf v o i c e s .  The r i n g  i s  k e p t  s e c r e t ,  s o  he  v /ins m ore r e s p e c t  
th a n  h e  v n .l l  d e s e r v e  b e f o r e  P a r t  I I I . . .  H u rry in g  d o w n h i l l ',  t o  a v o id  
g o b l in  p u r s u i t ,  t h e  company s tu m b le s  i n t o  a  d a rk  c l e a r i n g  f u l l  o f  
w o lv e s  an d  c lim b s  t r e e s  j u s t  i n  t im e .  G a n d a lf  s c o r c h e s  t h e  w o lv e s  
vri.th w iz a rd  f i r e ,  b u t  t a b l e s  a r e  tu r n e d  when th e  g o b l in s  a r r i v e  and  
k i n d l e  t h e  t r e e s .  Even th e  w iz a rd  c a n n o t s a v e  them  no.w. S u d d e n ly  
e a g l e s ,  " n o t  k i n d ly  b i r d s "  b u t  n o b le  c r e a t u r e s  who do n o t  lo v e  g o b l in s  
( p .  1 0 8 ) , f l y  t h e  company to  th e  c o m fo r ta b le  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  h ig h  E y r i e .  
P a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  e u c a ta s t r o n h e  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F iv e  A rm ies i n  
P a r t  IV , t h e  e a g le s  h e lp  t h i s  t im e  by  g iv in g  fo o d  a n d  s e t t i n g  th e  
company down n e a r e r  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n .
On a  h i l l  o f  ro c k  i n  t h e  r i d d l e  o f  The G re a t  R iv e r ,  t h e  w iz a rd  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  he  m ust l e a v e  th e  d w a rfs  s o o n , a f t e r  h e  h a s  s e e n  them  
r e s u p p l i e d  a t  th e  h a l l  o f  B e o rn , a  huge mam who c an  t u r n  h im s e l f  i n t o  
a  b e a r  and  d o e s  n o t  " h u n t  o r  e a t  vd .ld  a n im a ls "  (1 1 8 ) .  W hereas E lro n d  
w as h a l f  e l f ,  B eorn  i s  h a l f  b e a r .  J u s t  a s  t h e  d v /a rfs  to o k  r e f u g e  from  
t r o l l s  vd .th  e l v e s ,  th e y  ta lce  r e f u g e  from  w o lv es  v / i th  good a n im a ls ,  
an d  i t  seem s c o n s i s t e n t  t h a t  b i r d s  s h o u ld  b e a r  them  t h e r e .  G a n d a lf  
h a s  a  p la n  f o r  g a in in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  from  B e o rn , who l i v e s  a lo n e ,  
s e r v e d  b y  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n im a ls .  A v a r i a t i o n  on th e  p la n  w h ich  w orked  
s o  w e l l  w i th  B ilb o  and  s o  b a d ly  w i th  t h e  t r o l l s ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  t h a t  
th e  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  a  fev; a t  a  t im e  v /h ile  G a n d a lf  t e l l s  th e  t a l e  o f
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t h e i r  a d v e n tu r e s .  The p la n  w orlcs. A f t e r  a  s u p p e r  " s u c h  a s  th e y  had  
n o t  had  s in c e  th e y  . . .  s a i d  c o o d -b y e  t o  E lro n d "  ( p .  1 2 7 ) , th e y  s in g  
and  s l e e p ,  to  b e  awalconed a t  m id n ig h t  by  so u n d s  l i k e  th e  t ra m p in g  o f  
many b e a r s  o u t s i d e .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  a  day s p e n t  i n  h i s  f i e r c e  b e a r  
s h a p e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  G a n d a lf* s  s t o r y ,  B eo rn  r e t u r n s  t o  o f f e r  h e lp  a n d  
a d v ic e .  To a v o id  g o b l in s ,  t h e  d w a rfs  m ust f o l lo w  a n  o ld  e l v i s h  r o a d  
tb r o u g h t  M irkv;ood, b u t  th e y  m ust n o t  to u c h  th e  b l a c k  s tr e a m  t h a t  f lo w s  
t h e r e  o r  l e a v e  t h e  p a th  f o r  an y  r e a s o n .  As th e y  s a y  f a r e w e l l  t o  Gan-r. 
d a l f  on th e  f o r e s t ' s  e d g e , a  new s u b - t a l e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n , o n e  i n  
w h ic h  B i l b o ,  m a s te r  o f  sw ord  an d  r i n g ,  v / i l l  f i n d  h i s  h e ro is m  p u t  t o  a  
h a r d e r  t e s t .
P a r t  I I I .  Mirlcwood, C h a p te rs  V I I I -X . F o e s ;  S p id e r s  a n d  g re e d y  e l v e s .  
P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  D ark  u n d e r  t r e e s  a n d  t u n n e l s  u n d e rg ro u n d . S a v io r :
B i l b o .  B i l b o 's  t e s t :  S a v in g  t h e  d w a r f s .  B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  L e a d e r s h ip .
R iv e r :  R u n n in g . H ouse: A t E s g a r o th .
A new m o ra l c o m p le x ity  e n t e r s  i n  P a r t  I I I .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  two 
p a r t s  t h e  company i s  t h r e a t e n e d  o n ly  b y  o b v io u s  v i l l a i n s — d i s o r d e r l y ,  
q u a r r e ls o m e  c a n n ib a l s  who h a t e  t h e  su n — a n d  t a k e s  r e f u g e  v â th  o r d e r l y  
a n d  f r i e n d l y  n o n - h u n te r s .  I n  P a r t  I I I  th e y  a r e  im p r is o n e d  b y  h u n t in g  
e lv e s  who a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Good P e o p le ,  a n d  th e y  t a k e  r e f u g e  w i th  
men who h av e  c o r r u p t  l e a d e r s h i p .  D w a rf is h  g r e e d  m akes t h e  e lv e s  
e n e m ie s , a n d  human g re e d  w elcom es t h e  d w a rfs  a t  E s g a r o th .  The c o r ­
r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  "good" d w a rfs  w h ich  f o r c e s  B i lb o  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  them  
i n  P a r t  IV i s  a l r e a d y  underv fay . A g a in  s h o r t  o f  fo o d  i n  a  d a rk  t u n n e l ,  
t h i s  t im e  u n d e r  t r e e s ,  t h e  d w a r fs  c r o s s  t h e  f o r b id d e n  s t r e a m  o n ly  
b e c a u s e  B i l b o 's  e y e s  a r e  s h a r p  enough t o  h e lp  th e m - g ra p p le  a  l i t t l e
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b o a t .  B u t a s  t h e  l a s t  d w a rf  i s  c r o s s i n g ,  a  b la c k  s t a g  l e a p s  o v e r  h im , 
p u s h in g  him  i n t o  th e  s o p o r i f i c  w a te r ,  s o  h e  f a l l s  a s l e e p  j u s t  a s  
w h i te  d e e r  and  th e  so u n d  o f  d i s t a n t  h o rn s  s u g g e s t  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  an  
e l v i s h  o th e r w o r ld .  C lim b in g  a  t a l l  t r e e  i n  w ha t h e  d o e s  n o t  know i s  
a  s m a l l  d i s h l i k e  v a l l e y  (B unyan w ou ld  c a l l  i t  t h e  D e l l  o f  D e s p a i r ) ,  
B i lb o  s e e s  o n ly  m ore t r e e s  and  c a n  t e l l  no news o f  t h e  f o r e s t ' s  edge  
to  t h e  h u n g ry  d w a r f s ,  o r  t o  t h e  s t r e a m 's  v i c t im ,  who aw akens s u d d e n ly  
t e l l i n g  d ream s o f  a  w ood land  f e a s t »  B a l in  s e e s  l i g h t  i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  
an d  t h e  company f o o l i s h l y  l e a v e s  t h e  r o a d  to  a p p ro a c h  a n  e l v i s h  
f e a s t .  B u t t h e  l i g h t  d i e s  s u d d e n ly .  They c h a s e  o t h e r  l i g h t s ,  an d  
so o n  B ilb o  i s  l o s t — a lo n e ,  h u n g ry  a n d  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  Bag­
g in s  t h a t  h e  i s ,  he  i s  d re a m in g  o f  b a c o n  an d  eggs when t h e  g i a n t  
s p i d e r  g ra b s  h im .
Naming th e  k n i f e  v â th  w h ich  h e  k i l l s  th e  s p i d e r  S t i n g , B i lb o  
s e a r c h e s  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s .  They a r e  i n  b a g s  a g a in ,  t h i s  t im e  cobweb 
s a c k s  su sp e n d e d  from  b o u g h s  b y  a  t r i b e  o f  g r e a t  s p i d e r s ,  a n d  i n  
G a n d a lf* s  a b s e n c e ,  B ilb o  m u st s a v e  th em . I n v i s i b l e ,  h e  t a u n t s  th e  
s p i d e r s  a n d  l e a d s  them  aw ay , d o u b l in g  b a c k  to  f r e e  t h e  d w a r f s ,  V /ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  S t in g  an d  much h o b b i t  v a l o r ,  th e y  e s c a p e  t h e  s p i d e r s '  
r e a lm  b u t  a r e  s t i l l  l o s t ,  h u n g ry  a n d  t i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  e n d le s s  l e a v e s .  
The d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  T h o r in ,  t h e  d v /arf ' c h i e f ,  i s  m is s in g  u n d e r l i n e s  
B i l b o 's  a s s u p t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e y  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  a t  
t w i l i g h t  b y  a  t r o o p  o f  e l v e s .  B e c a u se  t h e  E l f - K in g  w a n ts  t o  knovf th e  
d w a r f s ' e r r a n d  a n d  th e y  h a v e  no w is h  t o  s h a r e  t r e a s u r e ,  i t  seem s th e y  
may b e  t r a p p e d  f o r e v e r  i n  a h  u n d e rg ro u n d  p a la c e  b e h in d  m ag ic  d o o r s .  
B ut B i lb o ,  w hose m agic  r i n g  l e t s  him  move u n n o t ic e d ,  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  
T h o r in  i s  a l s o  im p r is o n e d  an d  c o n c e iv e s  a  p l a n .  S t e a l i n g  a  k e y  from
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a  d ru n k e n  j a i l e r ,  h e  f r e e s  t h e  d v /a rfs  an d  p a c k s  them  i n t o  em pty fo o d  
b a r r e l s  t h a t  t h e  e l v e s  v ; i l l  f l o a t  dovm r i v e r  t o  E s g a r o th ,  And he  l e a p s  
i n v i s i b l y  a f t e r  th em . So i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  com pany, h a l f - d e a d  vri.th h a rd ­
s h i p ,  and  e n c lo s e d  i n  t h in g s  b a g l i k e , w ash es  a s h o r e  a t  t h e  la k e m e n 's  
town w i t h in  s i g h t  o f  The M o u n ta in .
T h e re  a r e  a g a in  c o n s o la t io n s  o f  r e s t ,  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r ,  an d  so n g  
i n  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  m en, b u t  u n l i k e  E l ro n d  an d  B e o rn , t h e  la ltem en  h a v e  
l o s t  t h e i r  n o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  shadow  o f  t h e  d r a g o n . T h e i r  l e a d e r  i s  
a  s k e p t i c a l ,  c o w a rd ly , s e l f i s h  m e r c h a n t - - a  s o r t  o f  Kay w i th o u t  an  
A r th u r — who h e lp s  t h e  d w a rfs  o n ly  b e c a u s e  h i s  p u b l i c  dem ands i t .  
E m b lem atic  o f  t h e  to w n 's  c o r r u p t i o n  i s  i t s  l o c a t i o n  on p i l e s  i n  t h e  
r i v e r ,  a  p a s s i v e  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  Sm aug, f o r ,  t o  g e t  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i a l l y  
good h a v e n , th e  d w a rfs  c r o s s  o n ly  p a r t  v;ay a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  They 
f u l l y  c r o s s  o n ly  w hen, r e p r o v i s i o n e d ,  th e y  e n t e r  t h e  D e s o la t io n  o f  
Smaug.
P a r t  IV , The L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , C h a p te r  X I-X IX , P o e s :  D rag o n , d i s ­
s e n s i o n ,  g o b l in s  a n d  w a rg s .  P l a c e s  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e ls  u n d e rg ro u n d , t h e  
b a t t l e f i e l d .  S a v io r s ;  B i lb o  an d  B a rd ; E a g le s  a n d  B e o rn . B i l b o 's  
p r i z e s :  T r e a s u r e  an d  s a f e  r e t u r n .  P i v e r s  : A l l  p r e v i o u s .  H ouse:
B ag-E nd .
B e c a u se  P a r t  IV , a s  t h e  l a s t  p a r t ,  m ust r e s o l v e  t h e  t o t a l  s t o r y  
a s  w e l l  a s  end  i t s e l f — a n d  m ust b a la n c e  P a r t  I — i t  i s  l o n g e r  an d  
m ore com plex  th a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  P a r t  I I I  h a d  o n ly  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s ,  b u t  
two o f  P a r t  I V s  e i g h t  c h a p te r s  a r e  d e v o te d  t o  c o n s o la t i o n  a f t e r  a l l  
r e a l  p e r i l  i s  p a s t .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  th o u g h  e v i l  c o u ld  t r iu m p h  an y  t im e  
b e f o r e  C h a p te r  X V III , e v e r y th in g  a f t e r  Sm aug' s  d e a th  i s  e p i lo g u e .
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The t r e a s u r e  s e c u r e d ,  two t h i n c s  a r e  h a p p e n in g : s u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  p e o p le
a r e  f a c in g  t h e  d e a d ly  p ro b le m s  o f  d i v id i n g  t r e a s u r e ;  b u t  m ore d e e p ly ,  
th o  t r e a s u r e  i s  t e s t i n g  p e o p le ,  d e s t r o y in g  th o s e  v/ho s u b m it  t o  g r e e d .  
A g a in  B i l b o ’ s  T o o k is h n e s s  i s  f a d in g  a s  th e  company e n t e r s  th e  
D e s o la t io n  " a t  th e  w an in g  o f  th e  y e a r "  (p« 1 9 5 ) , The d w a rfs  d e s p a i r  
when no t o o l  w i l l  b r e a k  th e  s e c r e t  d o o r ,  s o  o n ly  B i lb o  i s  w a tc h in g  
when s u n s e t  comes on D u r i n 's  d a y , Thanlcs t o  h im , t h e  t u n n e l  i s  o p e n , 
an d  th o  t im e  h a s  come f o r  him  to  be  a  b u r g l a r .  Though h e  h a s  a  m agic  
r i n g  an d  i s  " a  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  h o b b i t  from  t h e  o n e  t h a t  h a d  ru n  o u t  
w i th o u t  a  p o c k e t - h a n d k e r c h ie f  from  B ag-E nd lo n g  ago"  ( p ,  2 0 4 ) ,  th e  
B a g g in s  p a r t  o f  him  w is h e s  f o r  hom e, a n d  m a t te r s  becom e m ore s e r i o u s  
when he  s e e s  th e  d r a g o n ’ s  glow  from  i n s i d e  t h e  t u n n e l :  "G o in g  on
from  t h e r e  was t h e  b r a v e s t  t h i n g  h e  e v e r  d i d .  The tre m en d o u s  t h in g s  
t h a t  h a p p en ed  a f t e r w a r d s  w ere  a s  n o th in g  com pared  to  i t "  ( p ,  2 0 5 ) ,  
B i lb o  s t e a l s  a  cup  from  t h e  s l e e p i n g  d ra g o n , who s o o n  aw akens from  
dream s o f  a  b i l l - b o y — " a  w a r r i o r ,  a l t o g e t h e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  s i z e  
b u t  p ro v id e d  v / i th  a  b i t t e r  sw ord  a n d  g r e a t  c o u ra g e "  ( p ,  2 0 7 )— d i s ­
c o v e rs  h i s  l o s s  an d  s c o r c h e s  th e  m o u n ta in s id e .  H udd led  b e h in d  t h e i r  
d o o r ,  t h e  d w a rfs  a r e  h e l p l e s s .  B i lb o ,  i n  a  s e c o n d  i n v i s i b l e  v i s i t  to  
t h e  d ra g o n , c a r e l e s s l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  E s g a r o th  h e lp e d  th e  d w a r f s ,  b u t  
h e  d i s c o v e r s  a n  a r m o r le s s  s p o t  i n  t h e  d ra g o n ’s  b e l l y .  As Smaug f l i e s  
t o  E s g a r o th  f o r  r e v e n g e ,  s o  f l i e s  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  t h r u s h  w i th  t i d i n g s  
o f  h i s  weal: s p o t ,  w h ic h  t i d i n g s  p e r m i t  a  n o b le  a r c h e r  t o  s l a y  t h e  
d ra g o n  a s  i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  to v /n , T h o r in  h a s  shovm sym ptom s o f  d ra g o n -  
s i c k n e s s  by  c la im in g  th e  A r k e n s to n e , a  p r i c e l e s s  gem, a s  h i s  a lo n e .  
The d o o r  sm ash ed , t r a p p e d  i n  t h e i r  t u n n e l s ,  th e  d w a rfs  m ust 
f e l lo w  B i lb o  down to  t h e  d r a g o n ’s  l a i r ,  w here  t h e  h o b b i t  f i n d s  an d
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h id e s  th e  A rk e n s to n e . L ie h t in g  t o r c h e s ,  a r n in g  th e m s e lv e s ,  th o  adven­
t u r e r s  m arch o u t  t h e  g r e a t  c a v e rn  d o o r ,  p a s t  a n c i e n t  r u i n s ,  to  a  
w a tc h h o u se  h ig h  up  th e  m o u n ta in s id e ,  w h ere  th e y  r e s t  an d  s e e  o n ly  " a  
g a th e r in g  o f  many "b ird s"  ( p .  2 3 3 ) ,  The d r a g o n 's  s l a y e r ,  d e sc e n d e d  from  
th e  n o b le s  o f  D a le , b e g in s  E s g a r o t h 's  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  th e  name o f  
th e  s e l f i s h  tovm m a s te r ,  th e n  m arc h es  o f f  t o  t h e  L o n e ly  M oun ta in  w i th  
an  arm y o f  to w n s fo lk  an d  f r i e n d l y  e l v e s .
B ecau se  d w a rfs  u n d e rs ta n d  no b i r d - s p e e c h ,  th e  h e l p f u l  th r u s h  
b r in g s  them  a n  a n c i e n t  r a v e n ,  who t e l l s  o f  th e  d r a g o n 's  d e a th  and  th e  
m arc h , a d v i s in g  T h o r in  to  c o o p e ra te  w i th  th o  a r r i v i n g  army’i. F o r t i f y i n g  
th o  c a v e rn  d o o r ,  t h e  d w a rfs  w a tc h  t h e  arm y g a th e r  and  s in g  t o  drown 
o u t  e l v i s h  m u s ic , b u t  i t  i s  a  h a r s h  s i t u a t i o n ,  w i th  T h o r in  g row ing
5
m ore and  m ore f i e r c e  i n  th o u g h ts  o f  t h e  A r k e n s to n e . A d w a rf  army 
from  th e  I r o n  K i l l s  i s  e x p e c te d  so o n ; a  b a t t l e  b e tw e en  th e  s e v e r a l  
"go o d "  p e o p le s  seem s i n e v i t a b l e .  To malce p e a c e ,  B i lb o  i s  w i l l i n g  to  
l o s e  t h e  A rk e n s to n e  an d  a n g e r  a  d r a g o n - s ic k  d w a rf , s o  h e  s l i p s  i n t o  
t h e  b e s ie g in g  camp and  g iv e s  t h e  e lv e s  a n d  men th e  gem v / i th  w h ich  to  
b a r g a i n .  Ee i s  s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  G a n d a lf  t h e r e ,  b u t  T h o r in  i s  more
5
T h e re  i s  some b a s i s  f o r  e n d in g  P a r t  IV v /ith  C h a p te r  XV, s e e in g  
t h e  d w a r f s ' f o r t i f i e d  cave-hom e a s  i t s  House an d  th e  d r a g o n 's  d e a th  a s  
i t s  f i n a l  e u c a t a s t r c n h e . The s in g i n g  an d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  d w a rfs  a r e  
home s u g g e s t  t h i s ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  t h e  f o u r t h  an d  f i f t h  p a r t s  c o u ld  b e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  f o l lo w s :
P a r t  IV , The L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , C h a p te rs  XI-XV, F o e : D ragon ,
P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  T u n n e l u n d e rg ro u n d . S a v io r s ;  B i lb o  an d  B a rd , B i l b o 's  
t e s t :  C ourage  w i th o u t  h o p e . B i l b o 's  p r i z e :  A rk e n s to n e , a rm o r . R iv e r :  
R u n n in g , H ouse: T h o r in 's  H a l l ,
P a r t  V. B a t t l e f i e l d ,  C h a p te rs  XVI-XIX, F o e s :  d i s s e n s io n ,  gob­
l i n s ,  P la c e  o f  p e r i l :  B a t t l e f i e l d .  S a v io r s :  E a g le s  an d  B e o rn .
B i l b o 's  t e s t :  P e a c e  c h o se n  o v e r  w e a l th .  B i l b o 's  p r i z e ;  G old  an d  s a f e
r e t u r n .  R iv e r s :  A l l  p r e v io u s .  H ouse: B ag-E nd ,
The m ain  f la w  i n  t h i s  schem e i s  t h a t  i t  ta lc e s  t h e  d ra g o n  from  th e  
l a s t  p a r t ,  w here  h e  seem s to  b e lo n g  b o th  b e c a u s e  he  i s  t h e  l a s t  nev/ 
f o e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s u g g e s te d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  B i lb o .
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s u r p r i s e d  to  s e e  h i s  gem i n  "en en y "  h a n d s  t h e  n e x t  d a y , when h e  a g r e e s  
t o  e l v i s h  t e r n s  a n d  e x p e l l s  B ilh o  from  th e  c a v e .  F o r ,  th o u g h  th e  
h o b b i t  h a s  c r e p t  b a c k  to  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  l i e  v;hen a s k e d  who 
to o k  th e  s to n e .  The s o l i t a r y  a c t  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  f o r  p e a c e ,  th e  
r e n o u n c in g  o f  g re e d  a n d  t r u t h f u l n e s s  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  d a n g e r  a r e  f i n a l  
p r o o f s  o f  h i s  h e ro is m . H is T o o k is h n e s s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  B i lb o  w i l l  h en ce ­
f o r t h  b e  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  b a g g a g e .
The r e s t  o f  t h e  t a l e  moves s w i f t l y .  B i l b o 's  s a c r i f i c e  l e a d s  
n o w h ere . B e fo re  t h e  t r e a t y  can  b e  e x e c u te d ,  d w a rfs  a r r i v e  from  t h e  
I r o n  H i l l s , and  b a t t l e  seem s i n e v i t a b l e  w hen, u n e x p e c te d ly ,  t h e  " e v i l "  
a r r i v e  i n  f o r c e .  A h o rd e  o f  g o b l in s  an d  w o lv e s  a t t a c k s  th e  q u ic k ly  
u n i t e d  e lv e s ,  d w a r f s ,  and  m en. The B a t t l e  o f  F iv e  A rm ies b e g in s .  
O utnum bered , th e  good a rm ie s  a r e  l o s i n g  when B i lb o  lo o k s  skyw ard  and  
i s  s t r u c k  s e n s e l e s s  a s  h e  i s  c r y in g ,  "T he E a g le s  a r e  com ing !"  L a t e r  
h e  malves p e a c e  w i th  a  d y in g  T h o r in  a n d  l e a r n s  t h a t  t h e  e a g le s  h e lp e d  
th e  good a r m ie s ,  b u t  i t  v/as th e  a r r i v a l  o f  B eo rn  i n  h i s  b e a r  sh a p e  
w h ich  tu r n e d  th e  b a t t l e .  T r e a s u r e  i s  d iv id e d  to  e v e r y o n e 's  s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n ,  B ilb o  r e c e i v i n g  a l l  h e  c a n  e a s i l y  t r a n s p o r t ,  a n d , a f t e r  a  
w in t e r  a t  B e o r n 's  an d  a  s p r i n g  v i s i t  w i th  E l r o n d ,  h e  a r r i v e s  home to  
d i s c o v e r  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  B ag-End on a u c t i o n ,  h im s e l f  l e g a l l y  d e a d . 
M ild ly  c o r r e c t i n g  th e  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g .  B i lb o  l i v e s  h a p p i ly  i n  a  
B a g g in s  f a s h i o n ,  b u t  w i th o u t  l o s i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  d w a rfs  a n d  
w iz a r d s ,  and  h i s  T o o k ish  lo v e  f o r  t h e  e l v i s h  a n d  t h e  g o o d .
The hum orous nam e. B i lb o ,  may b e  a  compound o f  two i-Iidd le  E n g l i s h  
w ords s u g g e s t in g  t h e  h o b b i t* s  i n i t i a l  im m a tu r i ty  a n d  l a t e r  h e ro is m . 
B l l - b S i e  »sw o rd -b o y ' i s  f i t t i n g  b e c a u s e  h i s  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  S t in g  i n
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t h e  t r o l l s »  ca v e  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  g ro w th , p e r m i t t i n g  him  t o
d o m in a te  G ollum  an d  th o  s p i d e r s  a n d  to  assum e l e a d e r s h i p  o v e r  t h e
d w a r f s .  K id d le  E n g l i s h  b l l l o  'n o te »  s u g g e s t s  t h e  d o m e s t i c i ty  w h ich
seem s h i s  w ho le  c h a r a c t e r  a t  f i r s t ;
The n e x t  day  h e  h a d  a lm o s t  f o r g o t t e n  a b o u t
G a n d a lf .  He d id  n o t  rem em ber t h in g s  v e r y
w e l l ,  u n l e s s  he  p u t  them  down on h i s  E ngage­
m ent T a b le t ;  l i k e  t h i s ;  G a n d a lf  T ea Wed­
n e sd a y  (17 )
B l l  m eans »s w o rd ' i n  OE h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ^  b u t  b o i e  i s  n o t  y e t  i n  th e  
l a n g u a g e .  M a r t i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  w ord seem  m ore e v i d e n t ,  how­
e v e r ,  when we n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  O ld  E n g l i s h  f o r  boy  i s  c n i h t  (Mod* E , 
'k n i g h t » ) .  W ith  th e  a i d  o f  h i s  sw o rd , B i lb o  grow s from  a  boy  i n  d e e d s  
a s  w e l l  a s  s i z e  i n t o  a  l a i ig h t  "m ore  w o rth y  t o  w e a r t h e  a rm o r o f  e l f -
p r in c e s  th a n  many t h a t  h a v e  lo o k e d  m ore com ely  i n  i t "  ( p .  2 5 8 ) ,
Though i t  may b e  a n  a c c i d e n t  t l i a t  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  m e e tin g  w i th  G a n d a lf ,  
o f  t e a  w i th  t h e  d v /a rfs  an d  o f  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  W ild e r  la n d — T u e sd a y , 
W ednesday an d  T h u rsd ay — a r e  t h e  t h r e e  d a y s  named i n  E n g l i s h  a f t e r  
M orse g o d s  o f  w a r , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  a n y th in g  TolldLen 
d o e s  i s  a c c i d e n t a l  when i t  i n v o lv e s  G erm anic P h i lo l o g y .
B i lb o  t h in k s  o f  c a l l i n g  h i s  m em o irs , w h ic h  a r e  t h e  p s e u d o - h i s t o r i ­
c a l  s o u r c e  o f  The H o b b i t .  " T h e re  a n d  B ack A g a in , a  H o b b it» s  H o lid a y "
( p .  2 8 5 ) ,  a n d  t h e  t a l e  i s  c y c l i c a l ,  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d in g  i n  B i l b o 's  
c o m f o r ta b le  h o l e .  G a n d a lf  an d  t h e  d v /a rfs  s t a r t  t h e  a c t i o n ,  w h ich  
en d s  w i th  a  v i s i t  from  th e  w iz a rd  an d  B a l i n ,  B i l b o 's  b e s t  f r i e n d  
among th e  d w a r f s .  B i lb o  i s  sm o ld n g  " a n  enorm ous lo n g  wooden p ip e "
( p .  17)  a t  t h e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  w hen G a n d a lf  a p p e a r s , an d  a t  t h e  v e ry
°B e o w u lf ,  1 1 , 4 0 , 5 8 3 , ^  •pssslrn.
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end B i lb o  la u g h s  a n d  h a n d s  him t h e  to b a c c o  j a r  ( p ,  2 8 7 ) .  The c y c le  
i s  n o t  a  s im p le  r e t u r n ,  b u t  p a r t  o f  a  s p i r a l .  The a c t i o n  i n  w h ich  
th e  h o b b i t  p la y e d  a  p a r t  h a s  p ro d u c e d  p r o s p e r i t y ,  f o r  h i s  w a i s t c o a t  i s  
"m ore e x te n s iv e "  a n d  h a s  " r e a l  g o ld  b u t t o n s , "  a n d  B a l in  h a s  a  lo n g e r  
b e a rd  an d  a  m a g n i f ic e n t  je w e le d  b e l t .  The good  p e o p le  a ro u n d  th e  
M o u n ta in , we a r e  t o l d ,  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d  ( p .  2 8 6 ) ,  a n d  B i lb o  h a s  grown 
t o  b e  a  h o b b i t  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  He h a s  " l o s t  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n "  vn.th  h i s  
p r o v i n c i a l  n e ig h b o r s  an d  ta icen  t o  " w r i t i n g  p o e t r y  an d  v i s i t i n g  th e  
e lv e s "  ( p .  2 8 5 ) .
H ot o n ly  d o e s  t h e  end  o f  t h e  s t o r y  s u g g e s t  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  b u t
t h e r e  i s  a n  odd p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  t h e  h o b b i t  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f
h i s  h o le  u n d e r  The H i l l  sm o k in g  a n d  Smaug t h e  d ra g o n  (w hose name
7J . S .  E yan d e r i v e s  from  OE s n e o c a n  ' t o  e m it  sm o k e * ), fu m in g  i n  h i s  
c a v e rn  u n d e r  The M o u n ta in . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  s t r e n g th e n e d  by  
TolldLen*s c a l l i n g  th e  r o c k  s h e l f  b y  t h e  s e c r e t  d o o r  to  The M o u n ta in  
" t h e  d o o r s te p "  i n  a  c h a p te r  t i t l e ,  an d  b y  B i l b o 's  m s h  a s  he e n t e r s  
th e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in  t h a t  " I  c o u ld  wake up  a n d  f i n d  t h i s  b e a s t l y  
tu n n e l  was my own f r o n t  h a l l  a t  home" ( p .  2 0 5 ) .  I t  i s ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  
a  g h a s t l y  v e r s i o n  o f  h i s  own f r o n t  h a l l ,  b u t  h e  c a n n o t  aw aken fro m  i t .  
A r r iv in g  " t h e r e "  a t  t h e  end  o f  h i s  q u e s t ,  h e  i s  " b a c k  a g a in "  a t  a  
t e r r i b l e  d u p l i c a t e  o f  h i s  hom e, a n d  h e  m u st d e f e a t  t h a t  t e r r o r  b e f o r e  
r e t u r n i n g  hom e. "G o in g  on fro m  th e r e ,V  T o lk ie n  w r i t e s  a  few  s e n te n c e s  
l a t e r ,  "v/as t h e  b r a v e s t  t h i n g  h e  e v e r  didV ( p .  2 0 5 ) ,  C o n s id e r in g  t h i s  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  when h e  r e t u r n s  a n d  f i n d s  h i s  
h o le  ( l i lc e  S m a u g 's )  b e in g  p lu n d e r e d ,  h e  t a k e s  t h e  l o s s  o f  "m any o f
7
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uiG s i l v e r  s p o o n s"  ( p .  205) m ore g r a c e f u l l y  th a n  Smaug d o e s  t h e  l o s s  
o f  a  s t o l e n  c u p . F o r  i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  B i l b o 's  h ig h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  g r e e d ,  
c a l l e d  " d r a g o n - s ic k n e s s "  b y  T o ll t ie n  ( p .  2 8 6 ) ,  t h a t  l o t s  him  re m a in  
" v e r y  h ap p y  to  t h e  end o f  h i s  d a y s"  ( p .  2 8 5 ) .
The s t r u c t u r e  o f  The H o b b i t , t h e n ,  i n v o l v e s ,  o p p o s i t i o n  an d  r e t u r n :
th e  en d  o f  t h e  q u e s t  i s  an  e v i l  d o u b le  o f  i t s  b e g in n in g ,  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  s t o r y  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  b e g in n in g .  V /ith in  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  f o u r  
p a r t s  p a r a l l e l  o n e  a n o th e r  a n d , a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  l i n e a r  s h a p e  a l lo w s ,  
p a r a l l e l  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t o r y .  E ach  p a r t  b e g in s  and  en d s  v / i th  d e p a r tu r e  
fro m  a  c o m f o r ta b le  h o u se  v / i th  w e l l - s to c k e d  b a g s ,  an d  a t  e a c h  h o u se
t h e r e  i s  s o n g . Though u n d e rg ro u n d , B i l b o 's  home h a s  n o n e  o f  t h e
d i s c o m f o r t s  we a s s o c i a t e  v / i th  c a v e s  ( p .  1 5 ) ,  s o  i t  i s  a  c o m b in a tio n  
o f  h o u se  a n d  h o l e :  a n  o v e r l a p p in g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w h ich  i s  c a l l e d  f o r  by
t h e  o v e r l a p p in g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  an d  r e t u r n .  To b a la n c e  th e  
L o n e ly  M o u n ta in , i t  m ust b e  a  c a v e , b u t  t o  b e  a  happy  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r ­
t u r e  a n d  r e t u r n ,  i t  m ust b e  h o m e lik e  a n d  t h a t ,  t o  m ost r e a d e r s ,  im p l ie s  
a  h o u s e .  T h e re  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n ly  t h r e e  h o u s e s  v i s i t e d  i n  The H o b b it—  
E l r o n d 's  h o u s e , B e o rn ’ s  h a l l ,  an d  E s g a ro th — a n d  a l l  t h r e e  a r e  p l a c e s  
o f  r e s t ,  r e s u p p ly  a n d  s o n g , h a v e n s  o f  c o n s o la t io n  a f t e r  t h e  d e a r t h  
a n d  d a n g e r  th r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e  company h a s  p a s s e d .  E s g a r o th  i s  d e s t r o y e d  
b y  th e  d r a g o n ’s  f a l l ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  B i lb o  a n d  G a n d a lf  
s t o p  a t  t h e  two o t h e r  h o u s e s — th o s 'e  o f  good a n im a ls  a n d  t h e  e lv e s — to  
r e s t  on  t h e  r e t u r n  J o u rn e y . They s t o p  o n ly  a t  th o s e  two h o u s e s .  So 
t h e r e  i s  no s m a l l  r e a s o n  f o r  s e e in g  t h e s e  t h r e e  h o u s e s ,  a lo n g  v / i th  
B i l b o 's  h o l e ,  a s  t h e  b e g in n in g  a n d  e n d in g  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  f o u r  su b ­
t a l e s  o f  The H o b b i t .
The a d v e n tu r e s  h a v e  s i m i l a r  s h a p e s .  The company r u n s  s h o r t  o f
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s u p p l i e s  ( l o s i n g  i t s  p o n ie s  i n  p a r t s  I I  an d  IV) an d  i s  c a u g h t  by  
e v i l  b e in g s  i n  a  d a rk  p l a c e .  I n  p a r t s  I  an d  I I I  t h e  d w a rfs  a r o  p u t  i n  
s a c k s  b y  hung ry  t r o l l s  o r  s p i d e r s  a t  n i g h t  u n d e r  t r e e s ;  i n  I I  an d  
IV th e y  a r e  t r a p p e d  u n d e rg ro u n d  by  g o b l in s  o r  a  d ra g o n , E i lb o ,  b r i e f l y  
s e p a r a t e d  from  th e  e x p e d i t io n  d u r in g  e a c h  o f  th e  f o u r  p a r t s ,  e a rn s  a  
p r i z e ,  m a t e r i a l  o r  m o ra l .  T h e re  i s  o n ly  one c lo s e  c a l l  i n  p a r t  I ,  two 
Or t h r e e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  f i n a l  e s c a p e  i n  e a c h  p a r t ,  
t h e  company c r o s s e s  a  r i v e r  and  comes t o  a  p l a c e  o f  fo o d , so n g  and  
c o m p a n io n sh ip . S u g g e s t in g  th e  v i s i t s  w i th  Tom B om bad il an d  w ith  
G a l a d r i e l  i n  The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  t h e  R in g , t h e s e  j o y f u l  h o u se s  a r e  th e  
m ost p l e a s a n t  p a s s a g e s  i n  The H o b b i t , b u t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r ­
v e n in g  p e r i l s .  P l e a s u r e  i s  s h a rp e n e d  b y  th e  know ledge  t h a t  t h e  r o a d  
w a i t s  a h e a d , " a n d  even  i f  th e y  p a s s e d  a l l  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  th e  r o a d ,  t h e  
d ra g o n  was w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  end" ( p .  1 9 4 ) ,  an d  by t h e  s e n s e  o f  r e l i e f  
w h ich  f o l lo w s  t h e i r  p a s s a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  w a te r  w h ich  d iv id e s  them  from  
t h e i r  e n e m ie s .
M ore comment i s  i n  o r d e r  h e r e  on " th e  C o n s o la t io n  o f  t h e  Happy
E n d in g ,"  w h ich  T o lk ie n  s u g g e s t s  " t h a t  a l l  c o m p le te  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  m ust 
8h a v e ,"  T r e a t in g  f a i r y - s t o r i e s  r e f r e s h i n g l y  a s  s e r i o u s  a r t ,  h e
b e g in s  t o  do f o r  them  w h a t A r i s t o t l e  d id  f o r  dram a an d  f i n d s ,  i n
p l a c e  o f  th e  t r a g i c  c a t a s t r o p h e  a n d  p u r g a t i o n ,  a  m a g ic a l  e u c a ta s t r o u h e
a n d  c o n s o la t i o n .  The e u c a t a s t r o n h ic  t a l e  i s  " th e  t r u e  form  o f  f a i r y —
9t a l e ,  a n d  i t s  h i g h e s t  f u n c t i o n , "  The n e w ly -c o in e d  w ord i s  n eed ed  
b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l i a r  " h a p p y  e n d in g "  i s  m is l e a d in g .  The h e a r t  o f  t h e
sT re e  and  L e a f , p ,  6 8 ,
9
I b i d , ,  p ,  6 8 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3S
f a i r y - s t o r y  i s  n o t  th e  e n d in g , b u t  th e  e u c a t a s t r o n h e  o r  su d d en  jo y o u s  
" t u r n , "  th o  c o n in g  o f  G a n d a lf  o r  t h e  e a g le s ,  t h e  d e u s  e% m ach ina  
w h ich  m ars t r a g e d y  b u t  i s  a  b e a u ty  h e r e .  The jo y o u s  t u r n  d o es  n o t  
d eny  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e f e a t  o r  p r e c lu d e  a  l a t e r  t r a g i c  f a l l :  i t
o n ly  a s s o r t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  " g iv in g  a  f l e e t i n g  
g l im p s e  o f  J o y ,  Jo y  b eyond  th e  w a l l s  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  p o ig n a n t  a s  g r i e f .
f
B e o w u lf 's  v i c t o r y  i n  G r e n d e l 's  c a v e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a  s t r o n g  e u c a t a s -
t r o p h e — a  jo y o u s  r e v e r s a l  c e l e b r a t e d  w i th  so n g  a n d  d e p e n d e n t on th e
c h a n ce  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  m a rv e lo u s  sw ord  t h a t  w i l l  b i t e  th e  o g r e s s - - b u t
i t  d o e s  n o t  deny  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h i s  d e f e a t  by t h e  d ra g o n , o r  even
11
by  a n o th e r  o g r e s s .  The jo y o u s  t u r n  i s  n o t  t h e  e n d , " f o r  t h e r e  i s  no
12t r u e  end to  any  f a i r y - t a l e . "  E ach  s t o r y  i s  o n ly  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  
s t o r y .
As a  s c h o l a r ,  T o lk ie n  i s  c o n s c io u s  t h a t  h e  i s  o n ly  a d d in g  a  few
13le a v e s  t o  " th e  c o u n t l e s s  f o l i a g e  o f  th e  T re e  o f  T a l e s " ;  a n d  a s  a
ro m a n c e r , he s u g g e s t s  a  v a s t  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  w h ic h  h i s  t a l e s  a r e  o n ly  
14f r a g m e n ts .  I n  The H o h h i t , w h ich  may b e  r e a d  a s  p ro lo g u e  to  The L ord
^^ T re e  a n d  L e a f , p .  6 8 .
^ B e o w u lf ,  1 1 . 5 7 2 -5 7 3 .
1 9“T re e  and  L e a f , p .  6 8 .
‘ ' ' I b i d . ,  p .  5 6 .
14B ecau se  T o l k i e n 's  s t o r i e s  a r e  v r r i t t e n  a s  th o u g h  th e y  w ere  a  
t r a n s l a t i o n  from  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y ,  c o m p le te  iv i th  s c h o l a r l y  a p p s ir a tu s ,  
some c r i t i c s ; h a v e  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  i n t e r f e r e s  w i th  th e  
f i c t i o n .  They may f i n d  th e  a p p a r a tu s  t e d i o u s ,  b u t  i t  i s  in d e e d  f i c t i o n ,  
th o u g h  w r i t t e n  ( l i k e  S w i f t 's  T a ï e o f  _a Tub) i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p .  
The P r o f e s s o r  T o lk ie n  who a n n o ta t e s  th e  Bed Book o f  V /estm arch i s  a  
f i c t i o n a l  p e r s o n  c r e a t e d  b y  T o lk r en th e  ro m a n c e r . The n o te s  a r e  m e re ly  
a n o th e r  s t y l e  o f  n a r r a t i v e ,  th e  p e r s u a s iv e n e s s  o f  w h ich  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  
by i t s  b e in g  c o n fu s e d  w i th  n o n - f i c t i o n .  S ee  B ead y , IT ndea 's tend ing  
T o lk ie n , p .  7 4 .
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o f  th e  R in .'ts . t h e r e  a r e  h i n t s  o f  s o b l i n  w a rs  i n  t h e  a i n e s  o f  M o ria  
(p p . 37 an d  55) an d  o f  th o  N ecrom ancer d r iv e n  from  h i s  to w e r  t o  t h e  
s o u th  o f  M irkwood ( p .  2 8 1 ) .  T h ese  p l a c e s  an d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  
e v e n ts  a r e  shown a t  f i r s t  h an d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  ro m a n c e , w here  t h e r e  a r e  
d o zen s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  " h i s t o r i c a l "  a l l u s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  a p p e n d ic e s  r e f e r  
to  The S i l m a r l l l i o n , a n  u n p u b l is h e d  M id d le - e a r th  h i s t o r y  f i r s t  w r i t t o n
by  T o lk ie n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  The K o b b i t .  '* ^ Sam a n d  F ro d o  d i s c u s s  t h e  T re e
o f  T a le s  a t  a  d a rk  moment i n  The Two Tow ers :
" B e re n  now, he  n e v e r  th o u g h t  he  was g o in g  
to  g e t  t h a t  S i l m a r i l  from  t h e  I r o n  Crown i n  
T h a n g o ro d rim , a n d  y e t  h e  d i d ,  a n d  t h a t  was a  
w o rse  p la c e  a n d  b l a c k e r  d a n g e r  th a n  o u r s  .  • « •
W e've g o t— y o u 'v e  g o t  some o f  th e  l i g h t  o f  
i t  i n  t h a t  s t a r - g l a s s  t h a t  t h e  Lady g av e  you!
V/hy, t o  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  w e 'r e  i n  t h e  sam e t a l e  s t i l l !
I t ' s  g o in g  o n . D o n 't  t h e  g r e a t  t a l e s  e v e r  en d ?"
"N o, th e y  n e v e r  end  a s  t a l e s , "  s a i d  F ro d o .
" B u t t h e  p e o p le  i n  them  com e, a n d  go when t h e i r  
p a r t ' s  end ed "  ( I I ,  4 0 8 ) ,
B i l b o 's  p a r t ,  w h ich  i s  t o l d  m o s t ly  i n  The H o b b it  a n d  becom es p a r t  
o f  o t h e r  t a l e s  when h e  c a r r i e s  a n  a n c i e n t  k n i f e  from  t h e  g o b l in  w ars  
a n d  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  One B ing  o f  S a u ro n , e a s i l y  d i v id e s  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ,  
e a c h  one i n  i t s e l f  a  l i t t l e  t a l e .  T hough, i n  t h e  w ords o f  a n  e a r l y  
r e v ie w ,  t h e  boo k  i s  "cram m ed w i th  e p is o d e s  t h a t  v / i l l  o b l i t e r a t e  n e e d  
f o r  m e a ls  an d  bed ,""*^  i t  i s  n o t  e p i s o d ic  l i k e  O r la n d o  F u r io s o ,  S t r u c ­
t u r e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  r e t u r n  subm erge  t h e  f o u r  t a l e s ,  e a c h  d e p e n d e n t 
on  th e  o t h e r s ,  i n  a  r e l e n t l e s s  c o h e r e n t  n a r r a t i v e  f lo w ,
^ ^ L in  C a r t e r ,  T o lk ie n , p ,  2 7 ,
15 T im es L i t e r a r y  S u m le m e n t , O c to b e r  2 ,  1 9 3 7 .
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C h a p te r  T h re e
O ld  N o rse  an d  O ld  E n g l i s h  S o u rc e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  Names
I n  no a s p e c t  o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  i s  t h e  r i c h n e s s  an d  a p p r o p r i ­
a t e n e s s  o f  h i s  i n v e n t io n  m ore a p p a r e n t  th a n  i n  h i s  in v e n te d  nam es. 
T h e re  a r e  o v e r  a  th o u s a n d  i n  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  m ore th a n  f i f t y  o f  them  i n  
The H o b b i t , an d  m ost seem  somehow t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o b j e c t s ,  to  sound  
p e c u l i a r l y  r i g h t  t o  t h e  m odern e a r .  A lth o u g h  c e r t a i n l y  a n  i n t a n g i b l e  
e le m e n t o f  t a s t e  m ust h a v e  a f f e c t e d  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  nam es, T o lk ie n  
d id  n o t  i n v e n t  them  i n  a  vacuum b u t ,  u s in g  one p r o c e s s  o r  a n o th e r ,  
d e r iv e d  many o f  them  from  m e d ie v a l  to n g u e s  w i th  w h ic h  h e  was f a m i l i a r ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  O ld  E n g l i s h  a n d  O ld  N o rs e . B e c a u se  o f  t h i s ,  no s tu d y  
o f  m e d ie v a l s o u r c e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  w ou ld  b e  c o m p le te  w i th o u t  
some a t t e n t i o n  t o  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  n am es, a n d  b e c a u s e  m o st o f  t h e  nam es 
i n  The H o b b it a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s t o r y ,  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
them  seem s a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e ,  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h a t  o f  s o u r c e s  f o r  c h a ra c ­
t e r s ,  e v e n t s ,  and  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  s t o r y ,  T o l k i e n 's  nam es w h ich  h a v e  
p o s s i b l e  O ld  N o rse  a n d  O ld  E n g l i s h  d e r i v a t i o n  may b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  
t h r e e  c l a s s e s :  CO nam es c l e a r l y  d e r iv e d  from  O ld  E n g l i s h ,  (2 )  nam es
c l e a r l y  d e r iv e d  from  O ld  N o rs e , a n d  (3 ) nam es o f  d o u b t f u l  d e r i v a ­
t i o n  v fh ich , h o w ev er, seem  t o  echo c e r t a i n  N o rse  o r  E n g l i s h  w o rd s . 
B e c a u se  t h i s  e s s a y  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  The H o b b i t , a  b r i e f  
f i n a l  s e c t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  d i s c u s s  nam es i n  t h a t  s t o r y  w h ich  seem  t o  
b e  r e l a t e d  to  la n g u a g e s  o t h e r  th a n  E n g l i s h  o r  N o rs e ,
OLD ENGLISH DERIVATIONS
H o s t o f  t h e  p l a c e s  a n d  th in g s  i n  T o l k i e n 's  R ohan h a v e  nam es
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w h ic h  a r e  common nouns i n  OE."* The k in g  o f  t h e  Men o f  th e  I'lark (OE 
m earc ’b o u n d a ry , f r o n t i e r  d i s t r i c t ' )  i s  Theoden (OE 5 goden ’ l o r d ,  
k i n g ' )  who r u l e s  a t  E d o ra s  (OE e o d o ra s  'c o u r t s ,  d w e l l i n g s ' ) .  The 
f o u n d e r  o f  h i s  d y n a s ty  was E o r l  (OE c o r l  'w a r r i o r ,  n o b le m a n ’ ) th e  
Y oung, who f e l l  i n  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  V/old (OE w ea ld  ' f o r e s t ' ) .  H is  d e s ­
c e n d a n ts  i n c l u d e  B rego  (OE brem o ' r u l e r ,  k i n g ' ) ,  B a ld o r  (OE b e a ld o r  
' l o r d ,  h e r o ' ) ,  A ld o r  (OE e a ld o r  ' e l d e r ,  l o r d ,  k i n g ' ) ,  F ré a  (OE
^ In  th e  f o l lo w in g  c h a p te r  no a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made to  in d e p e n ­
d e n t l y  d e r iv e  h i s t o r i c a l  m ea n in g s  o r  s p e l l i n g s  o f  w o rd s , b u t  r a t h e r  
t h e  M odern E n g l i s h  m ean ings g iv e n  f o r  OE, ME, and  ON w ords and  th e  
s p e l l i n g s  o f  th o s e  w ords w i l l  b e  th o s e  fo u n d  i n  s t a n d a r d  r e f e r e n c e  
d i c t i o n a r i e s .  B ecau se  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s io n  i s  n o t  to  
e s t a b l i s h  h i s t o r i c a l  m ean ings o r  fo rm s o f  w o rd s , b u t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e en  m e d ie v a l w ords a n d  t h e  names i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  
an d  t o  make some g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t  t h e s e  c o n n e c t io n s ,  i t  
i s  hoped  t h a t  t h i s  som ew hat im p r e c i s e  m ethod w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to  
p ro d u c e  r e l i a b l e  c o n c lu s io n s .  To a v o id  an  u n w ie ld y  a n d  r e p e t i t i o u s  
p r o f u s i o n  o f  f o o t n o t e s ,  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  w orks i n  w h ich  th e  w r i t e r  
fo u n d  p a r t i c u l a r  g lo s s e s  o r  s p e l l i n g s  w i l l  n o t  n o rm a lly  b e  i n d i c a t e d ,  
b u t  i t  i s  hoped  t h a t  th e  f o l lo w in g  in f o r m a t io n  w i l l  e n a b le  th e  
i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r  to  r e v ie w  p e r s o n a l l y  t h e  s o u r c e s  c o n s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r :  t h e  s o u r c e  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s u l t e d  i n
r e g a r d  t o  OE w ords h a s  b e e n  J o h n  S . C la rk  H a l l ,  A C o n c ise  A n g lo -S ax o n  
D i c t io n a r y  (L ondon , 1 9 6 0 ) , b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  num erous p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e en  
The H o b b it  a n d  B eo w u lf, a  poem c o n c e rn in g  w h ich  T o lk ie n  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  
a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p ie c e  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  i t  seem ed t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
fo rm s an d  m ean in g s  o f  OE w ords a p p e a r in g  i n  B eow ulf d e s e rv e d  s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n ;  o f t e n  c o n s u l t e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h a s  b e e n  t h e  " G lo s s a r y "  to  
F r .  K la e b e r ,  B e o w u lf; th e  s o u rc e  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s u l t e d  i n  r e g a r d  to  
ME w ords h a s  b e e n  F r a n c i s  H enry S tra tm a n n , A M id d le -E n g lis h  D i c t i o n a r y , 
r e v .  H enry B r a d le y  (L ondon , 1 9 5 3 ) , an d  t h e  MED (U . o f  M ic h . ) ; r e g u ­
l a r l y  c o n s u l t e d  i n  r e g a r d  to  ON fo rm s h a s  b e e n  G e ir  T . Z o eg a , A C o n c ise  
D ic t io n a r y  o f  O ld  I c e l a n d i c  (L o n d o n , 1 9 6 5 ); i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  u s e  h a s  
b e e n  made o f  O xfo rd  E n g l is h  D i c t i o n a r y , 1933,
2
" B a ld o r"  i l l u s t r a t e s  how c a r e f u l l y  t h e  nam es, ev en  o f  c h a ra c ­
t e r s  o n ly  a l l u d e d  t o  by  T o llc ie n , a r e  c h o s e n . We l e a r n  t h a t  B a ld o r ,
K in g  B r e g o 's  s o n ,  "vow ed t h a t  h e  w ou ld  t r e a d  ' t h e  P a th s  o f  th e  D ead ' 
an d  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n "  ( I I I ,  4 3 4 ) .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  m odern E n g l i s h  sy n o ­
nyms g iv e n  f o r  h i s  name i n  H a l l ' s  C o n c ise  A n g lo -S axon  D ic t io n a r y  
i n c l u d e  " h e r o "  b u t  n o t  " p r in c e "  o r  " k i n g , "  f o r  he d ie d  b e f o r e  h i s  
f a t h e r .  H is  name r e s e m b le s  OE b e a lu  'b a l e ,  d e s t r u c t i o n '  an d  ON 
B a l d r ,  O d in 's  b e a u t i f u l  s o n ,  who w as i c i l l e d  p r e m a tu r e ly  a n d  c o u ld  
n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  from  th e  l a n d  o f  t h e  d e a d  d e s p i t e  t h e  g o d s ' e f f o r t s .
S ee  E .O .G . T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  M yth and  R e l ig io n  o f  t h e  N o r th : The R e l ig io n
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
43
(OE f r $ a  ' r u l e r ,  Ic in g , m a s t e r ' ) ,  F r^ av /in e  (OS fr^avriLne ' l o r d  and  
f r i e n d ' ) ,  G o ldw ine  (OE go ld m in e  ' l i b e r a l  p r i n c e ,  k i n g ’ ) ,  D ^or (OE 
d 6 o r  'b r a v e ,  f i e r c e ' ) .  Gram (OE gram 'a n g r y ,  f i e r c e ' ) .  Helm (OE helm  
'p r o t e c t o r ,  l o r d ' ) ,  H a le th  (OE h a e l e t h  'h e r o ,  f i g h t e r ' ) ,  F r ^ a l a f  
(OE f r ^ a l a f  'm ig h ty  s u r v i v o r ' ,  r u l i n g  a f t e r  th e  d e a th s  i n  b a t t l e  o f  
Helm and  h i s  s o n s ) ,  B r y t t a  (OE b r v t t a  'g i v e r ,  p r i n c e ' ) ,  V/alda (OE 
v /ea ldend  ' l e a d e r ,  r u l e r ,  k i n g ' ) ,  F o lc a  (OE f o l c a  ' o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' ) ,  
F o lc w in e  (OE fo lc m in e  ' f r i e n d  o f  th e  p e o p l e ' ) ,  F e n g e l  (OE f e n g e l  
' l o r d ,  p r i n c e ,  k i n g ' ) ,  and  T h e n g e l (OE S e n g e l  'p r i n c e ,  r u l e r ,  k i n g ’ ) .  
Hone o f  t h e s e  nam es a p p e a r s  i n  B eow ulf a s  a  p r o p e r  nam e, b u t  a l l  a r e  
w ords o r  c o m b in a tio n s  o f  w ords fo u n d  i n  t h a t  poem , a n d  F r € a ,  F réav /in e  
and  F r ê a l a f  p a r a l l e l  F ré a w a ru , t h e  d a u g h te r  o f  H r o th g a r  who i s  men­
t i o n e d  i n  T re e  and L e a f  ( p .  29) i n  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  
b e tw e e n  h e r  l o v e r ,  I n g e ld ,  so n  o f  F r o d a , an d  t h e  N o rse  god F re y .
F r e y 's  name i s  ON c o g n a te  o f  OE f r é a . F o lc a  a n d  F o lc w in e  an d  W alda 
s u g g e s t  F o lc w a ld a , who i s  m e n tio n e d  i n  B e o w u lf , D êor a n d  V/alda com­
p a re  w i th  D ëor an d  V /aldere i n  t h e  OE poems t h a t  go by  t h e i r  nam es. 
" V /a l th e r ,"  a n o th e r  s p e l l i n g  f o r  V /a ld e re , a l s o  a p p e a r s  i n  The N ib e lu n g e n -
l i e d .  Gram, b e s i d e s  b e in g  th e  g r e a t  sw o rd  o f  S ig u r d ,  i s  a  D an ish
2
k in g  i n  S a x o 's  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  T h e n g e l,  K in g  o f  th e  M ark, p a r a l l e l s
4
T h e n g i l ,  K ing  o f  F in m a rk , i n  t h a t  w o rk . I n  h i s  " P r e f a t o r y  Rem arks" 
to  B e o w u lf , T o l ld e n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  "O ld  E n g l i s h  . . .  b u i l t  up a  
lo n g  l i s t  o f  synonym s, o r  p a r t i a l  e q u i v a l e n t s ,  t o  d e n o te  th in g s  w ith
o f  A n c ie n t  S c a n d in a v ia  (New Y o rk , 1 9 6 4 ) , p .  10 7 .
3 Saxo G ram m aticu s, The F i r s t  N ine  Books o f  t h e  D an ish  H i s to r y , 
t r a n s ,  O l iv e r  E l to n  (L ondon , 1 8 9 4 ) , p p . I S f f ,
V o i d . ,  p .  2 0 3 .
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v ;h ich  N o r th e rn  v e r s e  v/as s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e rn e d "  ( p .  x x i)»  Though th o s e  
synonym s a r e  a  b a r r i e r  to  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  th e y  nay  b e ,  a s  T o lk ie n  demon­
s t r a t e s ,  a  c o n v e n ie n c e  to  th e  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  h i s  
c a ta lo g u e  o f  th e  K ings o f  th e  M ark i s  a  l i s t  o f  OE w ords m ean ing  
" lî in g "  o r  d e s ig n a t in g  r o y a l  q u a l i t i e s .  He h a s  s e l e c t e d  them , o c c a s io n ­
a l l y  m o d e rn iz in g  t h e i r  s p e l l i n g ,  a n d  u s e d  them  a s  p r o p e r  nam es.
T h e re  a r e  two m ain  la n g u a g e  g ro u p s  i n  M id d le - e a r th ,  E l v i s h  an d  
V .'estron , The la n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  W oses, t h e  E n ts  a n d  th e  G res b e lo n g  
to  n e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  g r o u p s ,  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  two a r e  u n w r i t t e n  an d  
sp o k e n  by o n ly  a  few , a n d  th e  t h i r d  i s  f ra g m e n te d  i n t o  "many b a r b a r o u s  
d i a l e c t s "  ( I I I ,  5 1 0 ,  M ost o f  t h e  names o f  p e r s o n s  and  p l a c e s  a ro u n d  
C ondor a r e  b a s e d ,  i t  s e e m s , on one o r  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  E l v i s h ,  and  
T o lk ie n  h a s  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  poems i n  t h a t  la n g u a g e ,  w hich i s  o f  h i s  
own i n v e n t i o n .  L anguages o f  t h e  V /estro ji g ro u p  a r e  a n o th e r  m a t t e r .
I n  A ppend ix  F t o  The L ord  o f  th e  E in c s . T o lk ie n ,  im p e r s o n a t in g  t h e  
s c h o l a r l y  t r a n s l a t o r  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  m a n u s c r ip t ,  e x p la in s  t h a t ,  s i n c e  
he  t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  V /estron  o f  h i s  s o u r c e  a s  M odern E n g l i s h ,  " th e  
M annish  la n g u a g e s  t h a t  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  W e stro n  s h o u ld ,  i t  seem ed 
to  me, b e  tu r n e d  i n t o  fo rm s r e l a t e d  t o  E n g l is h "  ( I I I ,  5 1 7 ) , T h is  i s  
why th e  Men o f  th e  B ohan, w hose s p e e c h  i s  m ore c o n s e r v a t iv e  b u t  th e  
sam e s to c k  a s  t h e  h o b b i t s * ,  s p e a k  O ld E n g l i s h  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  " t r a n s ­
l a t i o n , "  y/e h av e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  how c o n s i s t e n t l y  T o lk ie n  d raw s on  
O ld E n g l i s h 'v o c a b u la r y  i n  t h e  nam ing o f  K in g s  o f  t h e  M ark, a n d  many 
m ore exam ples  o f  O ld  E n g l i s h  nam es i n  Bohan c o u ld  b e  g iv e n ,^  One o f  
t h e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  i s  Dv/im ordene, OE dw im ordenu ’v a l l e y  o f  i l l u s i o n ’ ,
^ F o r a  m ore c o m p le te , a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  l i s t  o f  nam es 
b a s e d  on  O ld  E n g l is h  w o rd s , s e e  A p p e n d ix ,
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w h ich  i s  ï ï o r a to n s u e 's  s l i g h t i n g  naiae f o r  L o th l 'ô r io n  ( I I ,  150)»
T o lk ie n  u s e s  O ld E n g l i s h  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  th o u g h  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  
i n  t h e  f o rm a tio n  o f  names even  o u t s i d e  o f  H ohan, S a u ro n  e c h o e s  c a r , 
w h ich  m eans b o th  'p a in *  a n d  ’s o r r o w ' ,  a n d  h i s  I-Iordor s u g g e s t s  m oroor 
'm u rd e r ,  m o r t a l  s i n ,  m is e ry * ,  v / i th  p e rh a p s  a  h i n t  o f  mor 'm o o r , m o r a s s '.  
S h e lo b , t h e  g i a n t  s h e - s p i d e r  who p o is o n s  F ro d o , r e f l e c t s  lo b b e  ' s p i d e r ' ,  
an d  B i lb o  t a u n t s  t h e  s p i d e r s  o f  M irkwood by  c a l l i n g  them  A t t e r c o p ,  
atorconne ' s p i d e r ' .  A f t e r  b e in g  r e s c u e d  from  o r e s  ( o r c n e a s  'm o n s t e r s ')  
and  w args  (w ears 'w o l f ,  f e l o n ' ) ,  B i l b o "S company t a k e s  r e f u g e  v / i th  
B e o rn , (OE b e o rn  'h e r o ,  m an, b e a r ' ) .  L a t e r  t h e  h o b b i t  h e lp s  k i l l  
t h e  d ra g o n  Smaug (sm eocan  ' t o  e m it  s m o k e ') ,  an d  f i n d s  th e  A rk e n s to n e  
( e o r c n a n s ta n  'p r e c i o u s  s t o n e ' ) .  O ld  M orse fo rm s c o u ld  b e  g iv e n  f o r  
some o f  t h e s e  w o rd s , su c h  a s  b .io rn  f o r  B e o rn  a n d  v a r g ^ - f o r  w a rg , b u t  
t h i s  i s  t o  be  e x p e c te d  b e c a u s e  a n c i e n t  E n g l i s h  a n d  M orse a r e  n e a r  
r e l a t i v e s .  M ost o f  T o l k i e n 's  names a r e  d e r iv e d  d i r e c t l y  from  t h e  
E n g l i s h ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s .  When h e  c o in s  nam es from  
OE m e ta l ,  h e  i s  n o t  m e re ly  s a v in g  h im s e l f  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  i n v e n t in g  
nev/ o n e s ,  n o r  m e re ly  p la y in g  a  s c h o l a r l y  gam e. F o r  O ld  E n g l i s h  i s  
n o t  a  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e ,  b u t  one  " t h a t  a f t e r  many c e n t u r i e s  h a s  s t i l l  
e s s e n t i a l  I c in s h ip  v / i th  o u r  o w n ." °  Mo s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  n e e d ed  to  s e n s e  
th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  " so rro w "  i n  S a u ro n . "m u rd e r"  i n  M ordo r. "sm oke" 
i n  Smaug, o r  " b e a r "  i n  B e o rn .  Much o f  T o l k i e n 's  " g i f t  f o r  nam ing" 
d e r i v e s  from  h i s  t a s t e f u l l y  u s in g  p h i lo lo g y  t o  c o in  names v /h ich  a r e  
E n g l i s h  a n d  do s a y  so m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  t h i n g  nam ed, b u t  w h ich  a r e  so
T o lk ie n ,  " B e o w u lf : The M o n s te rs  a n d  th e  C r i t i c s , "  •
i n  ^  A n th o lo g y  o f  B eo w u lf C r i t i c i s m , Lev/is E . M ic h o ls o n , e d .  (M e tre  
Dame, 1 9 6 3 ) , p .  38 ; o r i g i n a l l y  p r i n t e d  i n  P r o c e e d in g s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Academy, XXII ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  2 4 5 -2 9 5 .
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m u ff le d  b y  c e n t u r i e s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  c h an g e  t h a t  th e y  a v o id  t h e  h a r s h n e s s  
an d  f l a t n e s s  o f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Jo h n  B u n y a n 's  a l l e g o r i c  n am es , T o lk ie n  
eschew s Smokey t h e  D ragon an d  B e a r -n a n  f o r  t h e  m ore d i g n i f i e d  Smaug 
a n d  B e o rn , b u t  t h e s e  nam es a r e  E n g l i s h ,  an d  E n g l i s h  r e a d e r s  f e e l  th e  
v i b r a t i o n s .  I f  he  had  w r i t t e n  i n  D a n is h , h e  w ould  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  
d e r iv e d  them  from  O ld  K o rs e ,  N e a r ly  a l l  o f  t h e  nam es d e r iv e d  from  
O ld E n g l i s h  a p p e a r  i n  t h a t  la n g u a g e  a s  common nouns r a t h e r  th a n  a s  
p r o p e r  nam es, T o l k i e n 's  p r o c e d u r e  seem s t o  b e  m e re ly  to  s e l e c t  an  
O ld E n g l i s h  w ord d e s ig n a t in g  a n  o b j e c t ' s  g e n e r a l  c l a s s  o r  d o m in a n t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  an d  to  u s e  t h a t  w o rd , c a p i t a l i z e d ,  a s  t h e  o b j e c t ' s  nam e, 
OLD KORSE DERIVATIONS
The V o lu s n â , w h ic h  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  Codex R e e â u s , 
t h e  m ain  m a n u s c r ip t  o f  t h e  P o e t i c  E d d a , r e c o r d s  t h e  p r o p h e c ie s  o f  a  
v S lv a  'w i s e  woman' whom O d in  h a s  c a l l e d  up  from  th e  d e a d . A f t e r  
t e l l i n g  o f  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  w o r ld s  a n d  t h e  c o n v e n in g  o f  t h e  g o d s ,  sh e  
d e s c r i b e s  th e  o r i g i n  o f  d w a r f s .  The i n t e r p o l a t e d  c a ta lo g u e  o f  nam es 
w h ic h  f o l lo w s  i s  t h e  s o u r c e  n o t  o n ly  o f  m o st o f  T o l k i e n 's  d w a rf  nam es 
b u t  a l s o  o f  G a n d a lf ,  Though " i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  men" ( I I I ,  4 5 5 ) ,  
T o l k i e n 's  w iz a rd s  a r e  m e s s e n g e rs  from  t h e  F a r  W est, t h e  la n d  o f  e l v e s ,  
so  th e y  a r e  a c t u a l l y  e lv e s  o r  s o m e th in g  g r e a t e r ,  G a n d â l f r  'M ag ic  
E l f  seem s p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a  w iz a rd  arm ed w i th  a  f i r e -  
s h o o t in g  s t a f f  b e c a u s e  t h e  n a m e 's  f i r s t  e le m e n t i s  r e l a t e d  t o  ON 
g a n d r  'm a g ic  s t a f f .  L ik e  t h e  names o f  T o l k i e n 's  o t h e r  w iz a r d s ,  
Sarum an a n d  R a d a g a s t ,  G a n d a lf  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a  compound m ean in g  some 
form  o f  " w is e  p e rs o n "  i n  a  m e d ie v a l  to n g u e ,  R a d a g a s t  seem s t o  echo 
OE r â ë d  'w isd o m ' a n d  e a s t  ' s p i r i t ,  m a n ',  w h e re a s  Sarum an s u g g e s t s  
OE s e a r o  'c u n n in g ' a n d  mann 'm an * .
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L iko  G a n d a l f , th e  nam es o f  n e a r ly  a l l  o f  T o l k i e n 's  d w a rfs  a p p e a r
a s  p r o p e r  nam es i n  s i x  s t a n z a s  o f  t h e  V o lu s n g . q u o te d  b e lo w  w i th
names u s e d  by  To lid . en u n d e r l i n e d :
T h e re  v/as M o ts o g n ir  t h e  m i g h t i e s t  made 
Of a l l  th e  d w a r fs  and  D u rin  n e x t ;
Many a  l i k e n e s s  o f  men th e y  m ade.
The d w a rfs  i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  D u r in  s a i d .
N yi an d  k’i t h r i ,  K o r th r i  a n d  S u t h r i ,
A u s t r i  an d  V e s t r i ,  A l t h j o f ,  D v a l in ,
N ar a n d  l l a in . Ni p in g .  P a i n ,
B i f u r , B o fu r , Bom bur, N o r i ,
An an d  O n a r , A i ,  M j o t h v i t n i r .
V igg  and  G a n d a l f , V i n d a l f , T h r a in ,
Thekk an d  T h o r in , T h r o r , V i t  a n d  L i t ,
N yr a n d  N y ra th —  nov/ h av e  I  t o l d —
R eg in  a n d  R a t h s v i t h —  th e  l i s t  a r i g h t .
F i l i ,  K i l i , F u n d in . N a l i ,
H e p t i f i l i ,  H a n n a r , S v iu r ,
F r a r , H o r n b o r i ,  F ra e g  an d  L o n i ,
A u rv an g , J a r i ,  E i k i n s k i a l d i .
The r a c e  o f  t h e  d w a rfs  i n  D v a l in ’ s  th ro n g
- “ Down to  L o f a r  t h e  l i s t  m ust I  t e l l ;
The r o c k s  th e y  l e f t ,  an d  th ro u g h  w e t la n d s
They s o u g h t  a  home i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  s a n d .
T h e re  w ere  D ra u p n ir  an d  D o l g t h r a s i r ,
H o r, H a u g s p o r i ,  H le v a n g , G lo in ,
P o r i , O r i , D u f, A n d v a r i ,
S k i r f i r ,  V i r f i r ,  S lc a f i th ,  A i .
The l i s t  i n c l u d e s ,  b e s id e s  G a n d a lf ,  nam es o f  e le v e n  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n
d w a rfs  i n  T h o r in * s  company— tw e lv e  nam es i n  a l l  b e c a u s e  T h o r in  i s
a l s o  c a l l e d  E i k i n s k i a l d i  'O a k e n s h ie l d '— an d  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ,  F u n d in ,
N a in , T h r o r ,  T h ra in  a n d  D u r in .  Two d v ;a rfs  m e n tio n e d  i n  The L o rd  o f
th e  R in g s  ( I I I ,  4 4 0 -4 4 1 ) b u t  n o t  i n  The H o b b it h a v e  -names d e r iv e d
from  t h e  V o lu s p à : F r o r ,  s o n  o f  D Sin I ,  a n d  N â r ,  an  o ld  com panion o f
T h r â in .
7
H enry  Adams B e l lo w s , Thr- P o e t i c  Edda (New Y o rk , 1 9 3 6 ) , p p . 5 - 8 ,
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Though a s  H enry Adams B e llo w s  p o i n t s  o u t ,  "m o st o f  t h e  names p r e ­
sum ab ly  h ad  some d e f i n i t e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a s  H o r t h r i ,  S u t h r i ,  A u s t r i ,  and  
V e s t r i  ( " K o r th ,"  " S o u th ,"  " E a s t , "  a n d  " IV e s t" ) , .  ,  .  i n  many c a s e s  th e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  s h e e r  g u e ssw o rk "  (p p . 5 - 7 ) .  T o lk ie n  seem s to  have  
f a v o re d  nam es o f  u n c e r t a i n  m ean in g , o r  p e rh a p s  he h a s  m e re ly  c h o se n  th e  
s h o r t e r  nam es, w h ich  a r e  l e s s  e x p l i c i t  th a n  th e  l o n g e r  com pounds. D u r in , 
D â in , B i f u r ,  B o fu r ,  Bom bur, K o r i  T h r a in ,  T h o r in ,  T h r o r ,  F i l i ,  K i l i ,  Fun­
d in ,  G lo in ,  D o r i ,  and  O r i  h a v e  no c l e a r  m ean ings i n  O ld H o rs e . O liv e  
B ray  g l o s s e s  H âr and  M i n  a s  " c o r p s e - l i k e "  an d  " d e a t h - l i k e , a n d  t h i s  
seem s a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f o r  t e r r i b l e  e x p e r ie n c e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  a b o u t  th em .
N ar, who w i tn e s s e s  t h e  O r e s ' m u t i l a t i o n  o f  T h ro r ,  i s  s e n t  b a c k , d e l i ­
b e r a t e l y  s p a r e d  a s  a  m e s s e n g e r , t o  b e a r  th e  news w h ich  s t a r t s  a  t e r r i b l e  
w ar b e tw e en  th e  O res  an d  D w arfs ( I I I ,  4 4 1 -4 4 2 );  an d  N ain  i s  k i l l e d  i n  
s i n g l e  com bat w i th  th e  O r c - c h ie f  Azog i n  th e  f i n a l  b a t t l e  o f  t h a t  w ar 
( I I I ,  4 4 3 ) .  F r o r ,  s l a i n  "by  a  g r e a t  c o ld - d r a k e "  ( I I I ,  4 4 0 ) ,  r e c a l l s  ON 
f r ^ r i n n  ' t o  f r e e z e ' .  D w alin  i s  d e r iv e d  from  ON d v a la  ' t o  d e l a y ' ,  and  
B ray  t r a n s l a t e s  h i s  name a s  " D a l l i e r "  ( p .  2 8 1 ) , b u t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i n  
The H o b b it seem s n e i t h e r  o b s t r u c t i v e  n o r  p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g .  One e p is o d e  
w h ich  T oU cien a s s i g n s  to  T h o r in  O a k e n s h ie ld  seem s a  p l a y  a t  e x p la in in g  
th e  N o rse  compound E ik in s k . i a ld i  'O ak  S h i e l d ' ;  i n  b a t t l e  T h o r in  c u t  a  
b ra n c h  o f  o a k  to  r e p l a c e  h i s  b ro k e n  s h i e l d .  " I n  t h i s  way h e  g o t  h i s  
name" ( I I I ,  4 4 3 ) .
S n o r r i  S tu r lu s o n  q u o te s  t h e  d w arf l i s t  i n  h i s  P r o s e  Edda w ith  s l i g h t  
c h a n g e s , n o ta b ly  t h e  o m is s io n  o f  T h ra in  a n d  T h ro r , an d  t h e
Q
O liv e  B ra y , e d . , The E ld e r  o r  P o e t i c  Edda .  ,  , I  (L ondon , 1 9 0 8 ) ,
2 81 .
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i n c l u s i o n  o f  Ü in n . D â in , O r i ,  an d  D o ri a r o  m e n tio n e d  i n  The P o e t ic
Edna a s  c r a f ts m e n :  D a in  a s  one o f  t h e  two who fo rg e d  F r e y r ’s  h o a r
w i th  g o ld e n  b r i s t l e s , a n d  O r i  and  N o ri among th e  n in e  who h e lp e d
L ok i make L y r , a  f la m e-e n co m p a sse d  h a l l o B u t  D v a lin  i s  by  f a r  th e
m ost fam ous o f  d w a r f s .  E i s  name i s  u s e d  a s  a  synonym  f o r  dw arf i n
a  v e r s e  q u o te d  by  S n o r r i  ( p .  1 0 4 ) , t h r e e  t im e s  i n  The P o e t i c  E dda»
The s u n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h ich  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t u r n s  d w a rfs  to  s t o n e ,
12i s  c a l l e d  "The D e c e iv e r  o f  D v a l in ,"  a n d  H orns o f  d w a r f is h  d e s c e n t
13a r e  c a l l e d  " D v a l in ’s  d a u g h te r ^ ."  The m o st i n t e r e s t i n g  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  D v a lin  a p p e a r s  i n  a  c o r r u p t  v e r s io n  o f  The Sacra o f  King: H e id re k  
th e  W ise , w h ich  J .S .B ,  T o lk ie n ’ s  s o n , C h r i s t o p h e r ,  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  
a n  a p p e n d ix  to  h i s  volum e o f  t h a t  nam e, f o r  n o t  o n ly  d o e s  i t  i n c lu d e  
t h e  o n ly  r e f e r e n c e  t o  D u rin  known t o  me o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  d w arf l i s t s  
b u t  a l s o  s e v e r a l  m o t i f s  im p o r ta n t  i n  The H o b b i t : t h e  i r o n - b i t i n g ,
r u s t - p r o o f  sw o rd , dvcarfs a s  i i ig h ly  s k i l l e d  c r a f t s m e n ,  an d  th e  i n v i s i b l e  
d w a r-d o o r  i n  a  r o c k ,  w h ich  i s  open  a t  s u n s e t .  R id in g  d eep  i n t o  th e  
f o r e s t ,  t h e  s a g a  r e l a t e s .  K ing  S v a f r la m i  e n c o u n te re d  a t  s u n s e t  two 
d w a rfs  b e s id e  a  g r e a t  s t o n e .  H o ld in g  h i s  sw o rd  s o  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  
r e - e n t e r  t h e  s t o n e ,  he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  D u r in  an d  D v a lin  an d  
h e  c h a rg e d  them  to  make a  g o ld -o rn a m e n te d  sw o rd  t h a t  w ould  c u t  any­
t h i n g ,  n e v e r  r u s t ,  an d  a lw a y s  b r in g  v i c t o r y .  O th e rw is e  th e y  w ould
9
S n o r r i  S t u r l u s o n ,  The P ro s e  E d d a . t r a n s .  A r th u r  G i l c h r i s t  B ro d e u r , 
(Hew Y o rk , 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  2 6 .
^ ^ B e llo w s , p .  2 2 0 ,
T^Ibid . ,  p .  247.
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  188 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  3 7 5 .
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d i e .  D v a lin  d e l i v e r e d  th e  sw o rd  a t  th e  a p p o in te d  t im e ,  b u t  p ro n o u n c e d
a  c u r s e  on h i s  h a n d iw o rk  j u s t  b e f o r e  l e a p i n g  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e
s to n e .  The sw ord  w ould  k i l l  a  man e v e ry  t im e  i t  w as d raw n , p e rfo rm
t h r e e  h a t e f u l  d e e d s ,  an d  f i n a l l y  b e  t h e  d e a th  o f  K ing  S v f r la m i  h im - 
14s e l f .
Of a l l  t h e  d w a r fs  named i n  The H o b b i t . o n ly  B a l in  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  
i n  any  O ld H o rse  d w a rf  l i s t ,  a n d  he i s  t h e  one m ost w arm ly c h a ra c ­
t e r i z e d ,  th e  d w a r f s '  w atchm an an d  B i l b o 's  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d .  I t  i s  n o t  
c l e a r  why T o lk ie n  c h o se  t h e  nam e, e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  rhym es v /ith  D ;va lin , 
th e  m ost fam ous o f  d w a r f s ,  an d  t h e  two a r e  s e e n  r e g u l a r l y  t o g e t h e r .  
D w alin  a r r i v e s  a t  B i l b o 's  h o le  f i r s t ,  B a l in  s e c o n d , i n  The H o b b it 
(p p . 2 0 - 2 1 ) ,  an d  B a l in  an d  D ivalin  acco m p an ied  T h o r in  O a k e n s h ie ld 's  
f a t h e r  on  a n  a b o r t i v e  e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t  t o  k i l l  t h e  d ra g o n  ( I I I ,  4 4 6 ) .  
B a l in  i s  t h e  t r a g i c  h e ro  o f  a  s e c t i o n  o f  M a lo r y 's  Le M orte  d ' A r th u r , 
w h ich  d o e s  in v o lv e  a  w iz a r d ,  a  w o n d e r fu l  sw o rd , a n  i n v i s i b l e  k n i g h t ,  
and  a  q u e s t .  B a l i n 's  name may b e  d e r iv e d  from  ON b’d l  'm i s f o r t u n e '  
o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  b a l  ' f i r e ' .  The l a t t e r  seem s m ore a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a  
m e ta l-w o rk in g  d v ;a r f , p a r t i c u l a r l y  when i t  i s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  B a l in  i s  
th e  s h a r p e s t - e y e d  o f  d w a rfs  i n  The H o b b it  an d  t h a t  one o f  t h e  nam es 
g iv e n  O din  i n  t h e  G rim n ism o l i s  B a le v g r , w h ich  O l iv e  B ray  g l o s s e s  
a s  " f la m in g -e y e d "  ( p .  2 9 7 ) ,  B u t t h i s  i s  n o t  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  f o r  
O din i s  no d w a r f ,  f la m in g  e y e s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s h a r p ,  an d  B a l in  
i s  n e v e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  f i r e ,  T o lk ie n  may h a v e  s e t  
t h e  m o st g r a c io u s  o f  T h o r i n 's  company d e l i b e r a t e l y  a p a r t  b y  g iv in g  
him a  name w i th  A r th u r i a n  o v e r to n e s  an d  w i th o u t  e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e
14C h r i s to p h e r  T o lk ie n ,  t r a n s . ,  The S aga  o f  K in g  H e id re k  th e  
V is e  (London, 1 9 6 0 ) , p .  5 8 .
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to  d i c t i o n a r y  o r  d w a rf  l i s t .
The nam es o f  o t h e r  d w a rfs  n o t  i n  t h e  V olusnfi o r  S n o r r i ' s  5 d d a  
s e e n  t o  b e  g ro u n d e d  f i r n l y  i n  O ld l îo r s e  v o c a b u la r y .  GrGr an d  G ro in  
s u g g e s t  02; r r â r  'g re y *  and  g ro o n n  'g r e e n ' ,  w h ich  s e e n  f i t t i n g  i n  
v iew  o f  r e p e a t e d  r e f e r e n c e s  to  a  d w a r f 's  p a r t i c u l a r  c o l o r  o f  d r e s s  
i n  The H o b b i t .  3 S s ,  " t h e  o n ly  d w arf-w o n an  named i n  t h e s e  h i s t o r i e s "  
( I I I ,  4 4 9 ) ,  i s  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  O ld N o rse  w ord m ean in g  ' s i s t e r ,  g o d d e s s ,  
a n g e l ,  m a i d ' ,  an d  F a r in  seem s named a f t e r  ON f a r i r  ' t o  b e  i n  com­
pany  w i t h ,  j o u r n e y ' .  B o r i n 's  name n a y  r e f l e c t  t h e  d w a r f s ' p r o p e n s i ty  
f o r  t u n n e l i n g ,  f o r  b o r a  m eans " t o  b o r e  h o le s  i n . "  I f  s o ,  i t  a c c o r d s  
w i th  R y a n 's  comment t h a t  G im li ,  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  dv /a rf  i n  The L ord  
o f  t h e  R in c s . "m u st s u g g e s t  'g i m l e t * ,  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t io n  o f  b o r in g  
f o r  a  d e l v e r  a n d  r o c k - c u t t e r . " ^ ^  B u t s i n c e  t h e  o t h e r  d w a rf  nam es 
hav e  b e e n  t r a c e d  to  O ld  N o rs e , a n d  " g im le t "  i s  d e r i v e d  from  O ld 
F r e n c h ,  i t  seem s m ore l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  name i s  r e l a t e d  t o  ON g im s te in  
• j e w e l '  a n d  may mean " g e m - l ik e ."  I n  t h e  V olusw ^ G im le  a p p e a r s ,  n o t  
a s  t h e  name o f  a  d w a r f ,  b u t  o f  a  m o u n ta in  on  w h ic h , i n  a  f a i r ,  g o ld -  
r o o f e d  h a l l ,  r i g h t e o u s  r u l e r s  v n . l l  d w e l l  f o r e v e r . A s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  
t h i s  s e m b la n c e  o f  a  C e l t i c  o t h e r - w o r ld  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  G im li ,  p i a t o n i c  l o v e r  'o f  th e  e l f - q u e e n  G a l a d r i e l ,  com pan ion  o f  
L e g o la s  t h e  wood e l f ,  a n d  L ord  o f  t h e  G l i t t e r i n g  C aves ( I I I ,  4 5 1 ) ,
He i s  t h e  o n ly  d w a rf  e v e r  t o  s a i l  t o  t h e  U ndy ing  L ands i n  t h e  W e st. 
O l iv e  B ra y  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  many h a v e  t r a n s l a t e d  G im le a s  " J e ;v e le d ,"  
b u t  a s s e r t s ,  i n  a n  e ty m o lo g y  w h ic h  I  am u n a b le  t o  v e r i f y ,  t h a t  i t
^^"G erm an M y tho logy  A p p l ie d ,"  p .  51 «
^ ^ B e llo w s , p .  26»
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m eans " F i r e - s h e l t e r e d  re a lm "  from  ON p;im ' f i r e *  an d  h i e  ' s h e l t e r ' »
B o th  " Je v /o le d "  a n d  " F i r e - s h e l t e r e d "  h a v e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  to  t h e  L ord
o f  t h e  G l i t t e r i n g  C a v e s , who f i n a l l y  jo u rn e y s  t o  a  l a n d  s h e l t e r e d
from  th e  f i r e s  o f  m u t a b i l i t y ,  d y in g ,  an d  d e c a y .
UNCERTAIN DERIVATIONS
I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  ( p .  3 3 -3 4 )  i d e n t i f i e d  B i l b o 's  name w i th  lîE b l l -
b b ie  's w o rd  boy* an d  shown some i n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s .  B ut
th e  O ld  E n g l i s h  w o rd , b i l e w l t  ' i n n o c e n t ,  h o n e s t ,  g e n t l e ,  m e r c i f u l ' ,
o p en s  up  a  new e ty m o lo g y  w h ich  w o u ld , i t  s e e m s , c o n n e c t  B i lb o  w i th
a  c h a r a c t e r  i n  Saxo G ra m m a tic u s ' D a n ish  H i s to r y .  R in g  S i g a r  i s  s a i d
to  h a v e  c o n d u c te d  a l l  h i s  a f f a i r s  w i th  t h e  h e lp  o f  two c o u n s e lo r s ,
who w ere  o f  s u c h  d i f f e r e n t  tem p e ra m en ts  t h a t  "o n e  u s e d  t o  r e c o n c i l e
f o l k  who w ere  a t  f e u d ,  w h i le  t h e  o t h e r  lo v e d  to  s u n d e r  i n  h a t r e d  th o s e
who w ere  bound  b y  f r i e n d s h i p .  " T h e i r  nam es w ere  B i lw is  a n d  B o lvn .s .   ̂^
S in c e  B i lb o  c e r t a i n l y  t r i e s  t o  r e c o n c i l e  f e u d in g  f o l k  i n  The H o b b i t .
an d  s i n c e  h e  i s  h o n e s t ,  m e r c i f u l ,  a n d  g e n t e l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  r e l a t e
B i lb o  t o  a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  fo rm  * b i l - b ô g  'a rm  o f  m ercy* o r  som e o t h e r
19fo rm  r e l a t e d  t o  B i l e w i t .
The G o b lin s  o f  The H o b b i t , c a l l e d  O re s  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , 
so m e tim e s  h ave  nam es d e r iv e d  from  O ld  E n g l i s h  o r  O ld  N o rse  o r ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  e c h o in g  M odern E n g l i s h  w ords so  d e r i v e d .  B o lg  o f  t h e  N o r th ,
17B ra y , p .  2 9 7 .
18
S a x o , p p . 2 7 9 -2 8 2 .
19 C f . H o b b i t , p p . 9 2 -9 3 , a n d  I ,  9 2 . P e rh a p s  T o lk ie n  was t h in k ­
in g  o f  t h e  S l a v ic  god  o f  l i g h t ,  B y e lb o y , who h e lp s  t r a v e l e r s  o u t  o f  
d a r k  f o r e s t s  a n d  b e s to w s  w e a l th  a n d  f e r t i l i t y ,  s e e  F ra n k  C h ap in  B r a y 's  
D i c t i o n a r y , p .  4 1 .
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t h e  G o b lin  K ing  a t  th e  B a t t l e  o f  F iv e  A rm ie s , i s  a s s o c i a t e d  by  Ryan.
w i th  OE b e l -Tan ' t o  c a u s e  o n e s e l f  t o  s w e l l  w ith  an g e r*  (po 5 0 ) ,
H a l l ' s  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s  t h e  w ord a s  " to  b e  o r  to  become a n g r y ,"
20an d  i t  seem s r e l a t e d  to  OE bel%  'b a g ' ,  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  b e l l y .
S i m i l a r l y ,  a l im e n ta r y  a n d  u n p le a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c l i n g  to  B o lg 's  
f a t h e r ,  A zog, who s u g g e s t s  OS astro  a n  ' t o  s u c k ,  d r a i n ,  c o n su m e ', 
an d  to  t h e  n o r th e r n  o r c - h o ld  o f  G undabad , com posed o f  OS Kund 'p u s '  
and  a  se c o n d  e le m e n t ,  p e rh a p s  e i t h e r  a b id a n  ' t o  a b id e '  ( th e  s o u rc e  
o f  a b o d e )  o r  a b i t a n  ' t o  d e v o u r ' .  I n  any  case , t h e  f i n a l  s y l l a b l e  
b ad  c o lo r s  i t s  c o n n o ta t io n ,  S naga i n  The L ord  o f  th e  R in g s r e s e m b le s  
OE s n a c a  ' s n a k e ' ,  w h e re a s  G orbag s u g g e s t s  th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  OE 
g o r  'd u n g ' a n d  OH b a g g i  'b u n d l e '»  S h a g r a t  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  OS s e a c g a  
'r o u g h  h a i r ,  w o o l ' a n d  r a e t  ' r a t ' ,  U gluk  t o  OH u g g l ig r  ' f e a r f u l ' .  
L u g b u rz , th e  o r k i s h  name f o r  M ordo r, s u g g e s t s  OE le a g a n  ( p r e t ,  p i ,  
l u gon) ' t o  l i e '  and  p e rh a p s  b y r e s  ' t o o l ' ,  Hames i n  Rohan a r e  d e r iv e d  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  from  O ld E n g l i s h ,  d w a r f i s h  nam es c o n s i s t e n t l y  from  
O ld  H o rs e , b u t  o r k i s h  nam es a r e  s p a s m o d ic a l ly  an d  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  b o th  to n g u e s .  The s p e l l i n g  i s  m odern i n  S h a g r a t . p a r t l y  
m o d e rn iz e d  i n  G o rb ag , a n d  q u i t e  a r c h a i c  i n  B o lg  and A zog. B o lg ,
S n a g a . and  Azog s e e n  d e r iv e d  from  O ld E n g l i s h ,  UglHk from  O ld H o rs e , 
an d  G orbag  from  b o th ;  a n d  G r is h n a k h . a n o th e r  o re  nam e, seem s u n r e l a t e d  
t o  e i t h e r  la n g u a g e . P e rh a p s  t h i s  i s  t o  b e  e x p e c te d  from  c r e a t u r e s  
who " q u ic k ly  d e v e lo p e d  a s  many b a rb a r o u s  d i a l e c t s  a s  t h e r e  w ere  g ro u p s
20B o lg  may a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  F i r b o l g s ,  th e  g r o te s q u e  t r i b e  o f  
f o e s  o f  t h e  I r i s h  T u a th a  De D anaan , t h e  S h e e - f o lk  who re s e m b le  T o l k i e n 's  
e l v e s .  And "A Cham pion o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld "  named B o lg  
i s  s a i d  t o  h av e  made C u c h u la in 's  s p e a r ,  t h e  Gae B u lg ; See Lady G re g o ry , 
t r a n s , ,  C u c h u la ln  o f  M u lrthem ne (L ondon , 1 9 0 2 ) , p ,  4 5 .
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o r  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  t h o i r  r a c e "  ( I I I ,  5 1 1 ) , b u t  t h e  o n ly  .-fea tu re  o re  
names seem  to  have  i n  common i s  t h e i f  b e in g  n o n s e n s e  w ords v /ith  
p e j o r a t i v e  c o n n o ta t io n s .  The c o n n o ta t io n s  seem  a r r i v e d  a t  l a r g e l y  
by  r e s u r r e c t i n g  e a r l i e r  fo rm s o f  u n p le a s a n t  m odern w ords (S n ag a) o r  
by fo rm in g  compounds from  m odern e le m e n ts  ( S h a g r a t ) ,  T h e re  may be  
G erm anic  p h i lo lo g y  b e h in d  them , b u t  th e y  a r e  c l e a r l y  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
t h e i r  s u g g e s t iv e n e s s  t o  t h e  m odern r e a d e r ,  No s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  n eed ed  
t o  s e e  " b u lg e ,"  " u g ly ,"  a n d  " sn a k e "  i n  B o lg . U g lP k , and  S n a g a . r e s ­
p e c t i v e l y ,
T o lk ie n  g lo s s e s  G lam d rin g  an d  O r c r i s t ,  t h e  tw o a n c i e n t  sw ords 
from  th e  t r o l l s '  h o a rd ,  a s  "Foe-ham m er" an d  " G o b l i n - c l e a v e r , " b u t  
t h e s e  seem  to  b e  w ha t t h e i r  names mean i n  some form  o f  E l v i s h ,  th e  
la n g u a g e  in v e n te d  by  T o lk ie n ,  n o t  i n  an y  h i s t o r i c a l  to n g u e .  T h a t O ld  
E n g l i s h  and  O ld  N o rse  h a v e  no w ords r e s e m b lin g  G la m d rin g  a n d  m ean ing  
"Foe-ham m er" i s  no r e a s o n  to  c e a s e  lo o k in g  f o r  G erm an ic  s o u r c e s  o f  
t h e  nam e, h o w ev er, f o r  many o f  T o l k i e n 's  " E lv i s h "  nam es c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  
G erm anic  w ords t h a t  have  m ean in g s a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  t h in g  nam ed. He 
s a y s  q u i t e  e x p l i c i t l y  t h a t  O r th a n c , f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  m eans “Mount Fang" 
i n  E l v i s h  a n d  "T he C unn ing  îü .nd“ i n  O ld  E n g l i s h ,  M ordor i s ,  i n  E l-v ish , 
a  compound o f  Mor-  'b l a c k ' ,  wlaich a p p e a r s  i n  M oria  ' t h e  B la c k  P i t '
( I ,  370 ) an d  M orthond 'B la c k r o o t  V a le ' ( I I I ,  4 9 ) ,  a n d  - d o r , w h ich  
a p p e a r s  i n  s u c h  p l a c e  nam es a s  E r ia d o r  and  C o n d o r, b u t  M ordor a l s o  
r e f l e c t s  OE m orSor 'm u r d e r ' ,  G lam dring  may b e  c o in e d  from  ON glam  
'd i n ,  c l a s h '  an d  d r e n g r  ' v / a r r i o r ' , w h ich  p a r a l l e l  ME glam  an d  d r e n g , 
b u t  i t  may a l s o  h a v e  t o  do v /ith  OE glgSm ' l i g h t ,  s p le n d o r * .  The 
l a t t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  s u p p o r te d  by  t h e  s w o r d 's  pow er t o  e m it l i g h t  
w h en ev er f o e s  a r e  n e a r  a n d  s u g g e s t s  t h e  O ld  E n g l i s h  k e n n in g s  h i ld e l e o n a
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and  b e a d o lê o r n , b o th  o f  w h ich  d e s ig n a t e  " sw o rd "  a n d  mean l i t e r a l l y  
" b a t t l e - l i g h t . "  The f i r s t  e le m e n t i n  O r c r i s t  i s  T o lk ie n ’s  name f o r  
G o b lin , d e r iv e d  from  L a t in  th ro u g h  O ld  E n g l i s h ,  an d  th e  se c o n d  may 
bo a  form  o f  OE h r . ! s ia n  ' t o  shal'ze, c l a t t e r ’ , w h ich  w ould  s u p p o r t  by 
a n a lo g y  th e  rlam  ’d i n '  d e r i v a t i o n s  o f  G larndrinm : b u t  h r i s t , t h i r d  
p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  o f  h r ë o s a n  ' t o  f a l l ,  go t o  r u i n ,  a t t a c k * ,  seem s m ore 
l i k e l y ,  O r c r i s t  m ig h t b e  a  c o m p re sse d  form  o f  " G o b lin s  he  a t t a c k s , "  
Among m in o r names i n  The H o b b i t , G a lio n  a n d  Gram, t h e  E l f - K i n g ’s  
b u t l e r  a n d  th e  s i t e  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  G r e e n f i e ld s ,  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r  
r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  OE g a l i a n  ’ t o  b e  w a n to n ' an d  gram 'c r u e l ,  a n g ry ,  f i e r c e ' ,  
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  r i c h  b u t  im p r e c i s e  s u g g e s t io n s  i n  B la d o r th in  an d  E s g a r o th .  
B l a d o r t h in ,  a  k in g  ( lo n g  s i n c e  d e a d )  f o r  whom many c u n n in g ly  i n l a i d  
s p e a r s  i n  T h o r in 's  h a l l s  w ere  m ade, i s  a n  O z y m a n d ia s - f ig u re  a n d  a p p ro p ­
r i a t e l y  e c h o e s  OE blgfed 'g l o r y ,  r i c h e s '  an d  o S ia n  ' t o  lo n g  f o r ' .
B u t OE blâ~ed (Oîî b l a S ) 'b l a d e '  a l s o  d e s e r v e s  a t t e n t i o n  when com bined  
w i th  0 5 in n , t h e  H o rse  god w hose p a r t i c u l a r  w eapon i s  t h e  s p e a r .  I n d e e d , 
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  K in g  B l a d o r t h i n ,  l i k e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  H a ra ld  F in e -
X 21h a i r ,  i s  one o f  O d in 's  b l a o  ' o f f s p r i n g ' .  The name c e r t a i n l y  s u g g e s t s  
" b l a d d e r - t h i n , "  w h ic h  f i t s  t h e  f r a i l  v e s s e l  w hose pow er was b ro k e n  
lo n g  b e f o r e ,  b u t  w hose p ro u d  s p e a r s  l i e  u n u se d  i n  a  d r a g o n 's  c a v e ,  
E s g a r o th ,  t h e  l a k e  tow n , i s  e q u a l l y  s u g g e s t i v e :  - g a r o t h  may r e f l e c t
OH g a r5  and OE g e a rd  " e n c l o s u r e ,  d w e l l i n g ' ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  i t  p a r a l l e l s  
I s e n g a r d ,  The f i r s t  e le m e n t may b e  OE â é s  (ME e s ) 'c a r r i o n ,  f o o d ' ,
OE 2^  ' a  g o d ',  o r  OE T s ' i c e ' .  T h a t t h e  to w n , d r iv e n  o v e r  w a te r  by  
t h e  d r a g o n 's  d e v o u r in g s ,  i s  f i n a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  b y  h i s  f a l l i n g  o n to
21 T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p .  6 8 ,
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i t  a n d  r o t t i n g  b e n e a th  t h e  w a te r  s u g g e s t s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  a e s  
(h e n c e  ME g s -y a r5  ) ,  a n d  i s  fo u n d  on m ost n o r th e r n  la lc c s ;  b u t  t h e  
o n ly  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t i c i n g  OE o s-% e a rd  i s  t h a t  i t  e x a c t ly  p a r a l l e l s  ON 
A s m r ô , th e  a b o d e  o f  t h e  g o d s . Anyone f a m i l i a r  w i th  O ld E n g l i s h  w i l l  
n o t i c e  th e  v e ry  common g a r  's p e a r *  a n d  p6  'u p  t o ' ,  and  p e rh a p s  some 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b a s e d  on g& s, g a r  an d  o5 i s  s u g g e s te d  h e r e .  B ecau se  th e  
town was o nce  b u i l t  on t h e  s h o r e ,  i t s  name may r e f l e c t  OE g a ra  'c a p e ,  
p r o m o n to ry '•
DERIVATIONS NOT FROM NORSE OR ENGLISH
B i l b o 's  m o th e r 's  nam e, B e lla d o n n a  ( I t .  'F i n e  L a d y ') ,  e s t a b l i s h e s
t h a t  some nam es i n  The H o b b it  have  d e r i v a t i o n s  from  la n g u a g e s  o t h e r
th a n  E n g l i s h  an d  N o rs e ,  G o n d o lin , t h e  e l f  c i t y ,  e x c i t e s  e c h o e s  o f  
22I t a l i a n  g o n d o la , th o u g h  i t  may a l s o  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  e le m e n t 
i n  G a n d a l f .  The " h e a d y  v in ta g e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  g a rd e n s  o f  D o rw in io n "  
i s  p o t e n t  enough " t o  make a  wood e l f  d row sy" ( H o b b i t , p .  1 7 3 ) ,
From t h i s  s i n g l e  p o in te d  r e f e r e n c e ,  i t  seem s p r o b a b le  t h a t  D o rw in ion  
i s  a  p o r tm a n te a u  w ord com posed o f  d o rm an t (L . d o rm ira  ' t o  s l e e p ' ) ,  
wane (OE vÆn, from  L . v inum ) , a n d  d o m in io n  (L , dom inium ) a n d  m eans 
so m e th in g  l i k e  " t h e  k ingdom  o f  s le e p - p r o d u c in g  w in e ,"  C a r ro c k , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  w ord f o r  a  l a r g e  s to n e  i n  B e o r n 's  l a n ­
guage ( p ,  1 1 7 ) ,  r e s e m b le s  OE c a r r  ' s t o n e ' ,  b u t  i t  i s  m ore l i k e  t h e  
V /elsh c a re g  ' s t o n e '  an d  G a e l ic  c a r r a i g  ' a  h e a d la n d ,  a  c l i f f ,  a  r o c k  
j u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  s e a ' .  Though now here  n e a r  t h e  s e a ,  B e o r n 's  C a rro c k
22 T h a t T o lk ie n  a s s o c i a t e d  g o n d o la s  v â th  e l v i s h  s h i p s - - a n d  
p o s s ib l y  e l v i s h  c i t i e s  w i th  r o m a n t ic  V e n ic e — i s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  The 
A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B o m b a d il. w here  a n  e l v i s h  h e r e  " b u i l t  a  g i l d e d  
g o n d o la / to  w an d e r i n "  ( p .  2 4 ) ,  The e l v i s h  " L a s t  Ship '.' on w h ich  
F T r i e l  d o e s  n o t  d e p a r t  i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  " g o ld e n  b e a k  a n d  o a r / a n d  
t im b e r s  w h i te "  ( p ,  6 2 ) ,  an d  th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  on p a g e  54 show s some­
t h in g  v e ry  l i k e  a  g o n d o la .
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J u t s  i n t o  The G r e a t  R iv e r  a n d  i s  a  m a jo r  la n d m a rk . When th e  I r i s h
c h i l d r e n  o f  L i r  s e e  a  s to rm  a p p r o a c h in g ,  th e y  a g re e  t o  r e j o i n  i f
23s e p a r a t e d  a t  " C a r r a ig  n a  R on, t h e  Rock o f  S e a l s . "  The O x fo rd
'Er.,‘- l l s h  D ic t io n a r y  l i s t s  c a r r  v / i th  t h e  m ean ing  o f  ' r o c k '  an d  i n d i ­
c a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  "now e s p e c i a l l y  a p p l i e d  to  i n s u l a t e d  r o c k s  o f f  th e  
N o rth u m b ria n  an d  S c o t t i s h  c o a s t s , "  o b j e c t s  much l i k e  B e o r n 's  C a r ro c k  
e x c e p t  t h a t  th e y  a r e  i n  s a l t  w a te r .
CONCLUSION
Many nam es i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  th e  k in g ­
dom o f  R ohan , a r e  b a s e d  on w o rd s i n  O ld  E n g l i s h ,  and  t h e s e  a r e  u su ­
a l l y  b a s e d  on common v o c a b u la r y  w ords r a t h e r  th a n  on p r o p e r  nam es.
O f te n  t h e  r e a d e r  may s e n s e  t h e  m ean in g  o f  t h e  o ld  w ord  on v /h ich  t h e  
name i s  b a s e d ,  a n d  T o lk ie n  seem s to  u s e  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  h e a r ,  
how ever m u f f le d  by  c e n t u r i e s  o f  so u n d  c h a n g e s , t h e  mood o f  a  m odern 
w ord i n  i t s  a n c e s t o r — t h e  b e a r  i n  B e o rn , f o r  e x a m p le . M ost o f  T o l k i e n 's  
d w a rfs  a r e  g iv e n  nam es from  th e  l i s t s  o f  d w arf nam es i n  t h e  E d d a s , a n d  
s i n c e  O ld  N o rse  i s  u s e d  r e g u l a r l y  o n ly  i n  t h e  nam ing  o f  d w a r f s ,  m ost 
names o f  N o rse  d e r i v a t i o n  a r e  b a s e d  on p r o p e r  nam es, b u t  t h e  s e v e r a l  
d w a rf  nam es n o t  t r a c e a b l e  to  any  name l i s t  seem  to  b e  b a s e d  on O ld 
N orse  w ords a l s o ,  B a l in  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x c e p t io n  to  t h i s .  I n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  g ro u p s  o f  nam es c l e a r l y  d e r iv e d  from  nam es o r  o t h e r  
w ords i n  E n g l i s h  o r  N o rs e ,  B i l b o , G lam dring:, O r c r i s t ,  B l a d o r t h i n , an d  
E s g a r o th  seem  to  s u g g e s t  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t e  O ld  E n g l i s h  w ords b u t  
do n o t  h av e  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  e ty m o lo g ie s ,  a n d  t h e  nam es o f  T o l k i e n 's  
g o b l in s  a p p e a r  so m e tim e s  t o  b e  b a s e d  on  E n g l is h  o r  N o rse  b u t  a r e  n o t
Lady G re g o ry , t r a n s , ,  Gods a n d  F i g h t in g  Men (L ondon , 1 9 1 3 ) ,
p ,  149.
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d e r iv e d  by  an y  c o n s i s t e n t  p r o c e s s ,  B e l la d o n a , G o n d o lin , D o rw in io n . 
an d  C a rro c k  s e e n  to  b e  d e r iv e d  from  I t a l i a n ,  I t a l i a n ,  L a t i n ,  and  
G a e l ic ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  b u t  b e l la d o n n a  i s  a  M odern E n g l is h  w o rd , and  
th e  o t h e r s  re s e m b le  m odern w ords w ith  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n in g s .
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Cnap-ucr F ou r 
V /ia a rd s , T r o l l s ,  a r a  E l v i s h  B la d e s
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  The jrobhlr, -, B i lb o  i s  r e c r u i t e d  by  G a n d a lf  
i n t o  an  u n e x p e c te d  a d v e n tu r e  v /h ich  p r o g r e s s e s  u n e v o n u fu l ly  u n u i l  th e  
a d v e n tu r e r s  a r e  c a u g h t an d  a lm o s t  e a te n  by  t h r e e  g i a n t  t r o l l s .  A f t e r  
G a n d a lf  r e s c u e s  them , th e y  d i s c o v e r  i n  t h e  t r o l l s ‘ t r e a s u r e  c av e  t h r e e  
m arv e lo u s  sw o rd s w hich  s e rv o  them  w e l l  d u r in g  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  ad v en ­
t u r e ,  I f  t h e r e  i s  a  s i n g l e  p r o t a g o n i s t  i n  T o l id .e n 's  M id d ie - e a r th  f i c ­
t i o n ,  he i s  G a n d a lf ,  who knows m ore th a n  anyone  e l s e  a b o u t  t h e  many 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  w h ic h , tn o u g h  n o t  r e s o lv e d  u n t i l  The l o r d  
o f  t h e  B in  r s , i s  a l r e a d y  underw ay  i n  The H o b b it and  who i s  u n d iv id e d  
i n  h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  d a r k n e s s .  T h e re  i s  no one s o u rc e  
f o r  t h i s  com plex  an d  p o w e r fu l  c h a r a c t e r ,  b u t  h e  i s  a  c o m p o s ite  o f  
f e a t u r e s  d raw n , n o t  o n ly  from  th e  v /iz a rd s  i n  m e d ie v a l h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
b u t  from  t h e  a n c i e n t  H o rse  g o d s  th e m s e lv e s ,  an d  h i s  c o m p le x ity  i s  
b e s t  u n d e rs to o d  by  a ssu m in g  t h a t  he  i s  so m e th in g  l i ie e  a  god  b u t  h a s  
assum ed th e  r o l e  o f  a  m o r ta l  v / i s a r d .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  s c h o l a r ­
s h i p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s  m e n tio n e d  i n  t h e  e s s a y  "On 
F a i r y - s t o r i e s , "  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h i s  s t r o n g e s t  i n t e r e s t s  l i e  i n  
O ld N o rs e , O ld E n g l i s h ,  M id d le  E n g l i s h ,  an d  C e l t i c  h e r o ic  l i t e r a t u r e .  
S e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  have  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  h e  may h av e  b e e n  in f l u e n c e d  by  th e  
I t a l i a n  R om an tic  E p ic  w h ic h , th o u g h  n o t  s t r i c t l y  m edieval"^ i s  u d i r e c t  
o u tg ro w th  o f  a  m e d ie v a l t r a d i t i o n  w i th  w h ich  m odern l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  a l l  
b u t  l o s t  c o n t a c t .  C o n s e q u e n tly , O rlan d o  F u r lo s o  an d  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d  
have  b e e n  exam ined a lo n g  w i th  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  m e d ie v a l N o rs e , E n g l is h  
and  C e l t i c  h e r o ic  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  a t te m p t  to  t r a c e  seme o f  t h e  s o u r c e s
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w h ic h  f e d  T o l k i e n 's  i m a g in a t io n .
WIZARDS
The N o rse  god O din  i s  a n  am biguous f i g u r e .  O ld  a n d  im m ensely
w is e ,  he g av e  l i f e  to  men and  b e s to w e d  many g i f t s ,  i n c l u d in g  k n ow ledge
o f  p o e t r y  an d  r u n e s ,  upon  gods a n d  m en. The F a th e r  o f  w h i te  m ag ic ,^
he o f t e n  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  g u i s e  o f  a n  o l d  man t o  h e lp  h i s  f a v o r i t e s .
B u t h e  a l s o  p r a c t i c e d  a  p e r v e r s e  fo rm  o f  m ag ic  w h ich  c a u s e d  d e a th ,
2
m is f o r t u n e ,  s i c k n e s s ,  an d  i n s a n i t y ;  a n d , a s  t h e  god o f  w a r , d i s s e n s io n
an d  t h e  d e a d , "h e  d e l i g h t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f r a t r i c i d a l  s t r i f e  an d  i n
3c o n f l i c t  b e tw e en  k in s m e n ."  So O d in , t h e  H igh  God, v;ho i s  d e sc e n d e d
L
b o th  from  th e  f a i r  p r im e v a l  m an, B u r i ,  an d  from  f e l l  g i a n t s ,  i s  
a  m o r a l ly  am biguous f i g u r e .  T hose who c e n s u r e  T o l ld e n  f o r  m o ra l  
s im p lis m  seem  th e m s e lv e s  t o  h av e  s i m p l i f i e d  h im , f o r ,  th o u g h  he  i n d i ­
c a t e s  w h e th e r  p e r s o n s  end  up  on th e  s i d e  o f  S a u ro n  o r  t h e  V a l a r ,  he  
p o r t r a y s  many Ic inds a n d  d e g re e s  o f  good a n d  e v i l ,  an d  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  
a r e  se ld o m  i n c o r r u p t i b l e  o r  w h o lly  b a s e .^  B u t t h e r e  a r e  two m o ra l  
s i d e s  i n  M id d le - e a r th ,  an d  no p l a c e  f o r  a  f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  
e x tre m e s  o f  b o th ;  h e n c e  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  P ro m e th e an  
a n d  P l u to n i a n  f a c e s  o f  O din  becom e s e p a r a t e d  i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n ,  th e  
fo rm e r  f a l l i n g  p r i m a r i l y  on  G a n d a l f ,  t h e  l a t t e r  on h i s  Enemy, S a u ro n .
^S .O .G . T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  Myth an d  R e l ig io n  o f  t h e  N o rth  (New 
Y ork , 1 9 6 4 ) , p .  6 4 .
^ I b i d . , p . 6 5 .
^ I b i d . ,  p .  5 1 .
A
S n o r r i  S t u r l u s o n ,  The P ro s e  E d d a , t r a n s .  A r th u r  G i l c h r i s t  B ro d e u r  
(New Y o rk , 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  1 9 . ,
5T h is  p o i n t  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  N oreen  H ayes an d  R o b e r t  R enshaw ,
"O f H o b b i t s ,"  C r i t i q u e , S tu d ie s  i n  M odern F i c t i o n , IX (1 9 5 7 ) ,  5 8 ,
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The c l e a r e s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  T o lk ie n  i n te n d e d  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
b e tw een  O din an d  S a u ro n ' i s  l i i s  m e n tio n  o f  "O d in  t h e  G o th , t h e  N ecro­
m a n c e r , g l u t t e r  o f  c ro w s . L ord  o f  t h e  S l a i n , "  i n  T re e  and  L o a f (p» 3 1 ) ,  
f o r  h e  r e f e r s  t o  S a u ro n  a s  " th e  N ecro m an cer"  th r o u g h o u t  The H o b b it 
an d  e a r l y  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  ( I ,  3 2 8 ) ,  I t  i s  n o t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  
to  th in lc  o f  S a u ro n  a s  a  g o d . He i s  im m o r ta l ,  l i k e  O d in , u n l e s s  t h e  
r i n g ' s  m agic i s  b r o k e n , a n d  he  h a s  t h e  m ailings o f  a  god  o f  th e  d e a d , 
o f  w a r , an d  o f  s t r i f e  b e tw e e n  Icinsm en , Though S a u r o n 's  s u b j e c t s  a r e  
t e c h n i c a l l y  a l i v e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s u g g e s t io n  o f  d e a th  a b o u t  them ; M ordor 
im p l i e s  " m u rd e r" ;  h i s  c a p t a i n s  a r e  t h e  w r a i t h s  o f  a n c i e n t  k in g s  k e p t  
a l i v e  by  h i s  m ag ic ; h i s  p r i n c i p a l  s u b j e c t s  a r e  a  r a c e  named a f t e r  
t h e  L a t in  god o f  t h e  d e a d  O rc u s . p r o b a b ly  t r a n s m i t t e d  th ro u g h  OE 
orcn*gas 'm o n s t e r s ,  h e l l - c o r p s e s ' ; ^  an d  h i s  p o l l u t e d ,  b r o k e n ,  b l a c k ,  
w r a i t h - r u l e d  dom ain  r e c a l l s  t h e  u n d e rw o r ld  w h ich  T h o r k i l l u s  v i s i t s  
i n  S a x o 's  D a n ish  H i s t o r y ,  " a  gloom y n e g le c te d  tow n lo o k in g  m ore l i k e  
a n  e x h a le d  v a p o r ,"  w here  s h r i e k i n g ,  m is sh a p e n  p han tom s move i n  a  
s t r e e t  o f  r e e k in g  m ir e ,  a  b e g r im e d  p a la c e  f u l l  o f  s n a k e s  i s  r u l e d  by  
t h r e e  o ld  women vn.th  b ro k e n  b a c k b o n e s , a n d  so  on  th ro u g h  many h id e o u s
7
a n d  M o rd o r - l ik e  d e t a i l s .  C e r t a i n l y  S a u ro n  q u a l i f i e s  a s  a  p a t r o n  o f  
w ar b y  t u r n i n g  h i s  r e a lm  i n t o  a  m i l i t a r y  camp an d  i n i t i a t i n g  th e  
War o f  t h e  S in g ,  a n d  s t r i f e  b e tw e e n  k in sm e n  i s  r o u t i n e  among th o s e  
u n d e r  h i s  sw ay . H is  o r e s ,  l i k e  t h e  t r o l l s  i n  The H o b b i t , t e n d  to
^S ee J o h n  R. C la r k  H a l l ,  t r a n s , ,  B eow ulf an d  th e  F in n e s b u rg  
F ra g m e n t, r e v ,  C .L , W renn (L ondon , 1 9 5 7 ) , p ,  183 ,
7
S ax o , p p , 3 4 8 -3 5 0 , C h r i s to p h e r  T o lk ie n  d i s c u s s e s  t h i s  p a s s a g e  
i n  a n  a p p e n d ix  to  The S a g a  o f  K in g  H e id re k  t h e  W ise , p ,  8 4 , a n d  t h e r e  
c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t t h a t  t h i s  l a n d ,  beyond  a  c h a n n e l  w h ic h  " d iv id e d  
t h e  w o r ld  o f  men from  t h e  w o r ld  o f  m o n s te r s ,"  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  M orgu l V a lle y  and o r  M o rd o r,
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d e s t r o y  th e m s e lv e s  by q u a r r e l i n g :  M erry  a n d  P ip p in  e s c a p e  i n  T h e ■
T'-'/o Tow ers b e c a u s e  o f  b lo o d y  t r e a c h e r y  i n  t h e i r  o r k i s h  c a p to r s ,  Sam 
c a n  r e s c u e  F ro d o  e a r l y  i n  The R e tu rn  o f  th e  K ing  b e c a u s e  m ost o f  th e  
o r e s  i n  t h e  g u a rd - to w e r  h a v e  s l a i n  o n e  a n o th e r ,  a n d  l a t e r  th e  h o b b i t s  
o v e r h e a r  a n  a rg u m e n t b e tw e e n  two o r e s ,  one o f  whom k i l l s  th e  o t h e r  
( I I I ,  2 4 8 - 2 4 9 ) ,^  C o r r u p t io n  by  S a u ro n  o r  h i s  R in g  l e a d s  Sm €agol to  
m u rd e r D S agol ( I ,  8 5 ) ,  Sarum an t o  b e t r a y  G a n d a lf  ( I ,  3 4 0 -3 4 1 ) , 
a n d  D e n e th o r  t o  t r y  to  b u r n  h i s  s o n  a l i v e  ( I I I ,  153)-.
B u t t h e s e  O d in - l i k e  q u a l i t i e s  m ig h t  b e  e x p e c te d  from  any b la c k  
s o r c e r e r ,  an y  v i l l a i n o u s  d e n i- g o d ,  a n d  e q u a l ly  s t r o n g  p a r a l l e l s  c o u ld  
b e  d raw n b e tw e e n  S a u ro n  an d  S a ta n ,  A h rim an , S e t ,  o r  S h iv a*  T h e re  a r e  
m ore p r e c i s e  r e s e m b la n c e s  b e tw e e n  S a u ro n  a n d  O d in ’ 9  P lu to n ia n  f a c e .  
B o th  O din  an d  S a u ro n  a r e  v e r y  p o w e r f u l ,  and  t h e i r  pow er i s  b a s e d  on 
k n o w led g e  g a in e d  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  e y e  and  l im b .  S a u ro n  l e a r n e d  to  
make t h e  One R ing  b y  s tu d y in g  e l v i s h  s m i t h s ,  an d  h i s  s in g le -m in d e d  
e f f o r t  to  im p o se  h i s  own w i l l  on w h a t h e  s e e s ,  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  " u s e f u l "  
k n o w le d g e , seem s r e p r e s e n t e d  by  h i s  o n e -e y e d  s t a r e ,  f i e r y ,  g l a z e d ,  
em pty a n d  i n f l e x i b l e .  B yes g lo w in g  from  t h e  d a r k n e s s  a r e  in t r o d u c e d  
i n  The H o b b it  a s  s i g n s  o f  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s  ( p ,  1 4 1 ) ,  a n d  th e  o n ly  p a r t  
o f  S a u ro n  e v e r  s e e n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  h i s  g i a n t  w r a i t h  a s  t h e  w ind  b lo w s 
him  t o  o b l i v i o n  ( I I I ,  2 7 9 ) ,  i s  h i s  o n e  b u r n in g  e y e ,  F ro d o  s e e s  i t  
i n  G a l a d r i e l ’ s  m i r r o r — "T he Eye was rim m ed w i th  f i r e ,  b u t  was i t s e l f  
g l a z e d ,  y e l lo w  a s  a  c a t ' s ,  w a tc h f u l  a n d  i n t e n t ,  an d  t h e  b la c k  s l i t  o f  
i t s  p u p i l  o p en ed  on a  p i t ,  a  v/indow i n t o  n o th in g "  ( I ,  4 7 1 )— and  h e  
f e e l s  i t  from  t h e  h ig h  s e a t  on Amon Hen ( I ,  5 1 9 ) .  P ip p in  s e e s  i t
^The d i s c o r d  v / i t h in  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  M ordor s u g g e s t s  t h e  r o l e  o f  
th e  g o d d e ss  " D is c o rd "  among th e  p a g a n  a rm ie s  i n  O r la n d o  F u r io s o .
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i n  th e  P a l a n t i r  ( I I ,  2 5 2 -2 5 3 ) ,  an d  th e  o r e s  i n  S a u r o n 's  s e r v i c e  v ;ear 
t h e  e s b le n  o f  " th e  Red E ye" ( I I ,  2 1 )« . The Eye h a s  a  h y p n o t ic  pow er 
to  im p re s s  i t s  w i l l  on an y o n e  who lo o k s  i n t o  i t ,  even  th ro u g h  a  s e e i n g -  
s to n e  o r  e l f - p o o l ,  so  i t  i s  one o f  S a u r o n 's  m ain  w e ap o n s , t h e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  " e v i l  eye," I n  th e  G rim n ism o l O d in  i s  c a l l e d  B^Aevg 'T he
9 10F la m in g  E y ed , and  he  i s  o f t e n  s a i d  t o  h e  o n e -e y e d , s o  t h a t  b a t t l e
d e a d  a r e  c a l l e d  " S p o i l  f o r  t h e  S in g le  E y e d ,"^ ^  S n o r r i  m e n tio n s  a
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  O din  l e f t  h i s  eye a t  M im ir 's  W ell a s  a  p le d g e  to  p r o -
12c u re  a  d r in k  o f  t h e  w a te r s  o f  v/isdom an d  u n d e r s t a n d in g .  J u s t  a s
S a u ro n  c a n  s e e  m a rv e lo u s  d i s t a n c e s  from  h i s  d a rk  to w e r ,  O din  "saw
e v e ry  m a n 's  a c t s ,  an d  knew a l l  t h in g s  w h ic h  h e  saw " when he s a t  i n
13
h i s  h ig h  s e a t  a t  H l i d s k j a l f .  O din  a l s o  g a in e d  w isdom  b y  h a n g in g
14on  " t h e  vn.ndy t r e e "  f o r  n in e  n i g h t s  w h i le  wounded vn .th  a  s p e a r ,  
a n d  S a u r o n 's  r i n g  f i n g e r  was c u t  o f f  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  d e f e a t ,
G a n d a lf  h a s  many o f  O d in 's  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The w iz a rd  
a p p e a r s  i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  a s  " a  l i t t l e  o ld  man w i th  a  t a l l  p o in te d  
b l u e  h a t ,  a  lo n g  g re y  c lo a k ,  a  s i l v e r  s c a r f  o v e r  w h ic h  a  w h i te  b e a rd  
hung  down b e lo w  h i s  w a i s t ,  an d  im m ense h l a c k  b o o t s , "  H is  " lo n g  b u sh y  
ey eb ro w s"  p r o t r u d e  beyond  t h e  b r im  o f  h i s  " sh a d y  h a t" ^  ^ a n d  h e  c a r r i e s
^H enry Adams B e l lo w s , t r a n s .  The P o e t i c  Edda (New Y o rk , 1 9 3 5 ), p .
1 0 3 .
^*^See, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  > ia rg a re t  S c h la u c h , t r a n s . ,  The S aca  o f  th e  
V o lsu n g s  (New Y ork , 1 9 4 9 ) , p p ,  4 9 , 7 7 , an d  181 ,
P ro s e  E d d a . p ,  9 9 ,
^ ^ Ib id ., 2 7 ,
^ ^ I b id o ,  p .  2 2 .
14P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  6 0 .
‘ ^ H o b b it , p .  1 7 .
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a  z a ^ i c  s t a f f , A m o n g  O d in ’s  nam es i n  th e  G rim nism ol a r o  S i t h h o t t
‘V /ith B road  H a t ' ,  Sithhem m  ’L o n g -B e a rd e d ',  G o n d l i r  ’W an d -B ea re r’ ,  a n d  .
17I la r b a r th  ’G re y b e a rd ’ ^ an d  h e  o f t e n  a p p e a r s  to  men i n  a  g u i s e  l i k e  
G a n d a l f ' s . F a v o r s  b e s to w ed  an d  w ith d ra w n  by  O din  u n d e r l i e  The 
Sgp-.n o f  th e  V olsunm s, w here  t h e  god a p p e a r s  a s  a  h o a ry  o ld  man, a p p e a r ­
in g  s u d d e n ly  i n  g a rm e n ts  l i k e  th o s e  G a n d a lf  w ea rs  i n  h i s  u n e x p e c te d  
a p p e a ra n c e  i n  F a n g o rn : a  t a t t e r e d  c lo a k ,  a  hood a n d , o v e r  th e  h o o d ,
a  w ide-brim m ed h a t  ( I I ,  1 2 2 ) . O din  g o es  o u t  o f  t h e  h a l l  i n  th e  S a g a ,
19"an d  none knew who he  was o r  w here  he  w e n t ,"  b u t  he comes a g a in
u n e x p e c te d ly  to  h e lp  o r  h in d e r  t h e  V o lsu n g s , G a n d a lf  d i s a p p e a r s  w i th -
20o u t  t h e  d w a rfs  n o t i c in g  i n  t h e  t r o l l  e p is o d e  an d  i n  th e  g o b l in  
21
c a v e , b u t  he r e a p p e a r s  when n e e d e d  a f t e r  t h e s e  d is a p p e a ra n c e s  an d
22j u s t  b e f o r e  th e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F iv e  A rm ie s , P ip p in  s a y s  much l a t e r  
t h a t  G a n d a lf  " a lw a y s  t u r n s  up when th in g s  seem  d a r k e s t "  ( I I I ,  1 0 0 ) ,
23O din  r e a p p e a r s  to  th e  V o lsu n g s  a s  a  man i n  a  w ide h a t  and  b lu e  c a p e ,
^^ H o b b it , p .  2 0 ,
1 ? ..P o e t ic  E d d a , p p . 1 0 3 -1 0 4 ,
18
A c c o rd in g  to  M a rg a re t  S c h la u c h , Romance i n  I c e la n d  (New Y o rk , 
1 9 3 4 ) , p ,  2 2 , "V/hen O din a p p e a re d  i n  human g u is e  t o  h e lp  h i s  f r i e n d s  
o r  th w a r t  h i s  f r i e n d s ’ J o e s ,  h e  u s u a l l y  w ore  th e  se m b lan ce  o f  a  t a l l ,  
v e n e r a b le  o ld  man w i th  one e y e , w hose l a c o n i c  s p e e c h  r e v e a le d  g r e a t  
w isdom , w ide  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and  e x te n s iv e  w a n d e r in g s  o v e r  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  
e a r t h , "  B e s id e s  t h e  V o lsunga  S a g a . w orks c i t e d  i n  w h ich  O din  so  a p p e a r s  
i n c l u d e  th e  H a rS a r s a g a  G rm m k elsso n ar, v/here th e  o ld  man w e a rs  a  b lu e  
c lo a k ,  a n d  H r o l f s  sama K rak a ,
1 9V o ls u n g s , p ,  4 9 .
20H o b b it , p p . 4 3 -4 4 ,
21 I b i d , , p .  6 8 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p ,  2 5 8 ,
23V o ls u n g s , p ,  7 7 ,
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24an d  a s  an  o ld  man w i th  a  lo n g  h e a r d .  The v i s i t s  w h ich  l e a d  to  th e
25d e a th  o f  one o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  r e p r e s e n t  O d in 's  P lu to n i a n  f a c e ,  w h ich
T o lk ie n  h a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  S a u ro n , h u t  t h e  P lu to n ia n  O d in  i s  s a i d  to
he  o n e -e y e d .h u t  n o t  lo n g - h e a r d e d ,  t h e  P ro m e th e an  O din  lo n g -h e a rd e d  h u t
se ldom  o n e -e y e d , V/hen lo n g - h e a r d e d  O din  h e lp s  S ig u rd  c h o o se  th e
h e s t  h o r s e ,  a  g re y  o n e , from  t h e  s to c k  o f  K ing  H j a lp r e k ,^ ^  v;e h av e  a
p r o b a b le  s o u rc e  o f  G a n d a l f 's  c h o o s in g  th e  h e s t  h o r s e ,  a  g r e y  o n e , from
th e  s to c k  o f  K ing T h eo d en , B o th  h o r s e s  h a v e  m a rv e lo u s  pow er an d  w i l l
27l e t  none h u t  t h e i r  m a s te r s  r i d e  th em , h u t  m ore s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  O d in 's
s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  S i g u r d 's  g r e y  i s  s p ru n g  from  S l e i p n i r ,  h i s  own m a rv e lo u s
e ig h t - l e g g e d  s t e e d ,  f o r  G a n d a l f 's  Shadow fax  i s  one  o f  a  s e m i - d iv in e
b r e e d  o f  h o r s e s  d e sc e n d e d  from  a  le g e n d a ry  s i r e :  "Men s a i d  o f  them
t h a t  Bëma • • .  m ust h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s i r e  from  W est o v e r  S ea"  ( I I I ,
4 3 1 ) ,  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  th o u g h  a t  a  s l a n t ,  b e tw e en  Shadow fax  and
S l e i p n i r  s t r e n g th e n s  t h e  t i e  b e tw e e n  t h e i r  o w n e rs , b o t h  o f  whom r i d e
i n t o  p la c e s  w here  h o r s e s  n o rm a l ly  r e f u s e  to  go : O din  i n t o  N i l fh e im ,
G a n d a lf  a g a i n s t  t h e  N a s g u ls  ( I I I ,  9 9 ) ,  A lso  i n  G a n d a l f 's  r i d e  from
I s e n g a r d  to  M inas T i r i t h  ( I I ,  2 5 7 , 252) t h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  s u g g e s t io n
o f  O d in 's  r i d e  to  N i l fh e im  i n  B a ld r s  D raum ar:
Then O d in  r o s e ,  t h e  e n c h a n te r  o l d .
And th e  s a d d le  h e  l a i d  on S l e i p n i r ' s  h a c k .
B u t P i p p i n 's  r i d e  "w rap p ed  i n  a  c lo a k  an d  b l a n k e t "  ( I I ,  256) w i th  
^ I h i d , ,  p ,  77 a n d  1 8 1 .
V o ls u n g s . p ,  77 a n d  181* 
25 ,
^ ^ I h i d . , p ,  8 4 ,
27L ord  o f  t h e  B in g s , I I ,  4 6 -a n d  138; V o ls u n g s , p p .  1 2 5 -1 2 6 ,
28P o e t ic  E d d a . p .  19 5 ,
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G a n d a lf  on th e  b a c k  o f  Shadow fax  r e s e m b le s  m ore H a d d in g 's  r i d e  a c r o s s
th e  s e a  i n  S ax o , w here  th e  young p r in c e  cow ers u n d e r  O d in 's  m a n t le  on
29th e  b a c k  o f  S l e i p n i r .  Shadow fax  owes h i s  name t o  s e v e r a l  O ld  M orse
30h o r s e s :  S k in f a x i  'S h in in g - M a n e ',  who d raw s i n  t h e  daw n, H r im fa x i
31' F ro s ty -M a n e ' ,  who l e a d s  down n i g h t ,  and  G u l l f a x i  - 'G o ld -M a n e ',  whom
32th e  g i a n t  H ro n g n ir  r a c e s  a g a i n s t  S l e i p n i r .
G a n d a lf  r e s e m b le s  O din  a t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p o in ts o  G a n d a lf  i s
q u o te d  a s  h a v in g  s a i d ,  "Many a r e  my nam es i n  many c o u n t r i e s ,  M ith -
r a n d i r  among E l v e s ,  T harkun  t o  t h e  D iv a rfs ; O lS r in  I  was i n  my y o u th
i n  t h e  W est t h a t  i s  f o r g o t t e n ,  i n  t h e  S o u th  I n c a n u s ,  i n  t h e  N o r th
G a n d a lf ;  to  t h e  E a s t  !  go n o t "  ( I I ,  3 5 3 ) ,  T h is  p a s s a g e  p a r a l l e l s  O d in 's
c a ta lo g u e  o f  nam es i n  t h e  G rim n ism o l.  w here  a  b l u e - c lo a k e d  s t r a n g e r
t o r t u r e d  b y  K ing  G e ir rO th  d e c l a r e s :
A s i n g l e  name h a v e  I  n e v e r  h ad  
S in c e  f i r s t  among men I  f a r e d ,
G r im n ir  th e y  c a l l  me i n  G e i r r 'd t h 's  h a l l .
W ith  Asmund J a l k  am I ;
K j a l a r  I  was v;hen I  w en t i n  a  s l e d g e ,
A t t h e  c o u n c i l  T h ro r  I  a n  c a l l e d  
As B i t h u r  I  f a r e  t o  t h e  f i g h t ;
O s k i ,  B i f l i n d i ,  J a f n h o r  a n d  O m i,^^
G o n d l i r  a n d  H a r b a r th  m id s t  g o d s .
J u s t  a s  O d in  u s e s  a  d e s c r i p t i v e  pseudonym  f o r  e a c h  a d v e n tu r e  among
m en, T o l k i e n 's  v n .z a rd s , " r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  t r u e  nam es t o  fe w , b u t  u s e d
29S a x o , p ,  2 9 ,
30 P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  7 1 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  7 2 ,
32P r o s e  E d d a . p ,  1 1 5 ,
33 P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  1 0 4 ,
^ ^ T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p ,  5 2 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
57
s u c h  uaraos a s  v ;cre  g iv e n  to  them " ( I I I ,  4 5 5 ) ,
As m a g ic ia n  an d  god o f  w a r , O din  c a n  r e n d e r  h i s  en em ies  p o w e r le s s  
35i n  b a t t l e ,  so  he  i s  d e p ic t e d  a s  c a r r y in g  a  s p e a r  b u t  seem s t o  w ear
no a rm o r, even  s t r i d i n g  th ro u g h  t h e  t h i c k  o f  c o m b a t , I n  t h e  Hovamol
he l i s t s  t h e  m a g ic a l  s o n g s  h e  know s:
A t h i r d  I  know , i f  g r e a t  i s  my n e e d
Of f e t t e r s  t o  h o ld  my f o e ;
B lu n t  do I  make m ine enem y’s  b la d e  
N or b i t e  h i s  sw ord  o r  s t a f f » ^ ?
G a n d a lf  c a r r i e s  a  sw ord  b u t  w e a rs  no a rm o r ( I I ,  1 6 1 ) ,  and  h i s  b e h a v io r
a t  th e  w o r s t  moment i n  The B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F iv e  A rm ies s u g g e s t s  t h a t
h i s  pow er l i e s  n o t  i n  m a t e r i a l  w e a p o n s , f o r  h e  i s  " s i t t i n g  on th e
g ro u n d  a s  i f  i n  d e e p  th o u g h t ,  p r e p a r i n g ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  some l a s t  b l a s t
o f  m agic  b e f o r e  th e  e n d ,"  V/hen A ra g o rn , G im li ,  a n d  L e g o la s  m is ta k e
him  f o r  Sarum an i n  F a n g o rn , G a n d a lf  d i s p l a y s  a n  O d in - l i k e  pow er to
f e t t e r  a t t a c k e r s .  He m e re ly  l i f t s  l i i s  s t a f f  a n d  th e  d w a r f 's  a x e  f a l l s
t o  th e  g ro u n d ; t h e  m an’ s  sw ord  h a n g s  m o t io n le s s  ( I I ,  1 2 4 ) .  " I n d e e d ,
my f r i e n d s , "  G a n d a lf  r e a s s u r e s  th em , "n o n e  o f  y o u  h a s  any  weapon t h a t
39c o u ld  h u r t  me" ( I I ,  1 2 5 ) ,  G a n d a lf . 's  k n o w led g e  o f  s o n g s  o f  f e t t e r s
35
T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p« 7 4 ,
^ ^ V o ls u n g s , p ,  7 7 ,
37P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  5 4 , S ta n z a s  147-165  o f  t h e  Hovamol seem  p a r t  o f  
t h e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  Tom B o m b a d il, who a l s o  h a s  many names ( I ,  347) an d  
s in g s  h i s  way o u t  o f  p r e d ic a m e n ts  i n  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B o m b ad il,
He a n d  O din  em ploy w h a t th e  OE charm  a g a i n s t  a  swarm o f  b e e s  c a l l s  8 a  
n i c e l a n  m annes tunsran  ' t h e  m ig h ty  to n g u e  o f  m an’ .  S ee  G eorge P h i l i p  
K rapp  an d  A r th u r  G a r f i e l d  K ennedy , ^  A nm lo-Saxon R e a d e r . (New Y ork , 
1 9 2 9 ) , p ,  14 0 ,
38
H o b b i t , -p, 2 7 0 ,
'^^H ,E, E l l i s  D av id so n  c i t e s  o c c u re n c e s  o f  h e r f . i o t u r r  ’w a r f e t t e r s '  
i n  H a r th a r  Saga a n d  Y nglinm a S aga  i n  h e r  Gods an d  M yths o f  N o r th e rn  
E u ro p e , p ,  6 3 -6 4 ,
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i s  moro e x p l i c i t  v;hen he  p u t s  a  " s h u t t i n g  s p e l l "  on th e  d o o r  to  B a l i n 's  
tomb i n  M oria  ( I ,  4 2 4 ) .
B o th  O din  an d  G a n d a lf  u n d e rg o  d e a th  a n d  r e b i r t h ,  O din  h a n g s  on
40Y g g d r a s i l  f o r  n in e  d a y s  to  l e a r n  th e  " r u n e s "  o f  vn.sdom from  B % lth o rn ,
41h i s  g i a n t  m a te rn a l  g r a n d f a t h e r .  S in c e  th e  g i a n t s  a r e  en em ies  o f  th e
g o d s  a n d ; a c c o r d in g  t o  T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  "may b e  s e e n  a s  t h e  d e v o u r in g
42demons o f  d e a th ,  an d  even  a s  t h e  dead  th e m s e lv e s ,"  O d in 's  v/isdom
i s  g a in e d  by a  s h a m a n is t ic  d e a th  and  communion v / i th  th e  s p i r i t s  o f
th e  d e a d ; an d  h i s  n in e  d a y s ' h a n g in g  may b e  a s s o c i a t e d  v / i th  a  v e r s e
i n  t h e  V a f th r u th n is m o l :
Of t h e  r u n e s  o f  gods an d  th e  g i a n t s '  r a c e  
The t r u t h  in d e e d  c a n  I  t e l l ,
f o r  e v e ry  w o rld  h a v e  I  won;
To n in e  w o r ld s  came I ,  t o  N i f l h e l  b e n e a th .
The home w here  d e a d  men d w e l l ,
V/hen G a n d a lf  f a l l s  w i th  th e  B a lro g  i n t o  t h e  d e p th s  o f  K hazad-dûm ,
t o  a n  u n d e rw a te r  e n c o u n te r  r e s e m b lin g  B e o w u lf 's  f i g h t  w i th  t h e  s e a -  
44
f i s h e s ,  th e y  f i g h t  a  t e n - d a y - lo n g  b a t t l e  w h ich  en d s  w i th  th e  mon­
s t e r ' s  d e s t r u c t i o n  an d  G a n d a l f 's  " p a s s in g  away" ( I I ,  13 4 -1 3 5 ; I I I ,
4 6 5 ) ,  A f t e r  many d a y s ,  ho awalcens an d  i s  r e s c u e d ,  b u t  h e  h a s  b e e n  
p u r i f i e d  by  h i s  p a s s a g e  th ro u g h  d e a th ,  b u rn e d  from  g re y  to  w h i te ;  h i s  
e y e s  s h in e  l i lc e  t h e  s u n  ( I I ,  125) a n d  he  h o ld s  " a  pow er b eyond  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  k in g s "  ( I I ,  1 3 3 ) .  I n  t h e i r  s h a m a n is t ic  d e s c e n t s ,  O d in
40 P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  6 1 .
41
P ro s e  E d d a , p ,  19 ,
42
T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p .  4 9 .
^ P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  8 0 ,
44
He to  g ru n d e  t e a h  
f â h  f ê o n d s c a ô a , f a e s t e  h a e fd e  
g rim  on g ra p e  (1 1 , 5 5 3 -5 5 5 ) ,
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m ee ts  B o l th o r n ,  G a n d a lf  th e  B a l r o g .  E o l th o r n  i s  O d in ’s  g r a n d f a th e r ,  
a n d , i n  v iew  o f  th e  p h o n e t ic  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  t h e  two m o n s te r s ' 
nam es, i t  seem s r e a s o n a b le  to  lo o k  f o r  some k in d  o f  k i n s h i p  b e tw e en  th e  
B a lro g  an d  G a n d a lf .  The B a l r o g ,  who i s  h e r a ld e d  b y  th e  O rk ish  word 
mhâsh ’ f i r e ’ , i s  c l e a r l y  a  f i r e  demon a n d  p e c u l i a r l y  G a n d a l f 's  enem y, 
f o r  t h e  w iz a rd  s a y s  a f t e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e tin g  t h a t  he h a s  ’’n e v e r  f e l t  
su c h  a  c h a l le n g e "  ( I ,  4 2 5 ) .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  b o th  a r e  
s t r o n g  i n  t h e  pow er o f  f i r e .  G a n d a lf  b e a r s  t h e  e l v i s h  B ing  o f  F i r e  
( I I I ,  4 5 ) ,  an d  t h e  B a lro g  w ie ld s  " d a r k  f i r e " ;  G a n d a lf  i s  t h e  " f la m e  
o f  A r n o r ,"  t h e  n o r th e r n  kingdom  o f  t h e  D u n e d a in , an d  t h e  B a lro g  i s  
th e  " f la m e  o f  UdiSn," th e  v a l l e y  b e h in d  S a u ro n ’s  g a te  ( I ,  4 2 9 ) .  The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  a  c lo s e  b u t  a n t a g o n i s t i c  o n e , r a t h e r  l i k e  th e  one I  
have  s u g g e s te d  b e tw een  B i lb o  an d  Smaug, th e  ImLnship b e tw e en  o p p o s i te s »  
Ryan d e r i v e s  B a lro g  from  OE b e a lu  ’ e v i l ’ ,^ ^  b u t  s i n c e  t h e  f i r e  demon 
f i r s t  r o s e  among d w a rfs  who, a s  h a s  b een  d e m o n s t ra te d ,  have  names 
d e r iv e d  from  O ld l îo r s e ,  he  i s  m ore p ro b a b ly  named a f t e r  Oil b a l  ' f i r e ' .  
The se c o n d  e le m e n t i n  th e  name may b e  r b k  'c r e a t i o n ,  m a rv e l,  doom' 
o r  r ^ k r  ' t w i l i g h t ' ,  b o th  o f  w h ich  may b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a s  th e y  a p p e a r  
i n  r a g n a r b k  ' t h e  doom o f  t h e  g o d s ’ an d  r a s n a r d k k r  ' t h e  t w i l i g h t  o f  
th e  g o d s ' ,  two names f o r  th e  end  o f  th e  w o r ld ,  when O din  a n d  th e  
A e s i r  f a c e  d e v o u r in g  m o n s te rs  a t  t h e  ra in b o w  b r id g e  t o  A sg a rd  an d  d i e  
a s  a  p r e lu d e  to  th e  renew ed  e a r t h ' s  r e b i r t h .
C om parison  b e tw e en  G a n d a l f 's  f i g h t  on t h e  b r id g e  a n d  th e  N orse 
Arm ageddon s u g g e s t s  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e en  t h e  w iz a rd  a n d  N o rse  gods o t h e r  
th a n  O d in . H e im d a ll’ s  s i m i l a r  name and  h i s  f u n c t i o n  a s  b r id g e -w a rd
45R yan, p .  5 0 .
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and  G torra-crow  have a l r e a d y  boon n o t i c e d  ( p ,  17 , a b o v e ) .  G u a rd in g
3 i f r ‘(3st a t  th e  edge o f  h e a v e n , ho f i g h t c  th e  e v i l  g o d - g ia n t  Lold .,
A 6a n d , l i k e  G a n d a lf  an d  t h e  B a l r o g ,  th e y  k i l l  one  a n o t h e r .  S n o r r i
47
c a l l s  H e in d a l l  " t h e  W hite  G od ,"  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  
god i s  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  I n d ia n  f i r e  god A g n i a n d  t h e  P e r s i a n  s u n  god 
M ith ra ."^ ^  The v ri.zard ‘s  n am es, G a n d a lf ,  I n c a n u s ,  a n d  M i t h r a n d i r ,  
re s e m b le  H e im d a l l ,  A g n i, a n d  M ith ra  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
ToUdLen may h a v e  b e e n  aw are  o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  a n d  u s e d  th e n  t o  c o in  t h e  
nam es. The c h i e f  K o rse  a n a lo g u e  t o  t h e  B a lro g  i s  S u r t ,  a  f i r e  demon 
who a t  E agnarîJk  w i l l  a t t a c k  B i f r O s t  v n .e ld in g  a  sw o rd  m ore r a d i a n t  th a n  
th e  s u n ,  fo llo w e d  by  a n  o r c - l i k e  h o s t  from  th e  f i r e - r e a l m  H u s p e l l
49
(" a n d  b o th  b e f o r e  an d  a f t e r  him  b u r n in g  f i r e " ) .  When h e  c r o s s e s
50th e  ra in b o w  b r i d g e ,  i t  w i l l  b re a lc . The f i e r y  B a l r o g ,  l e a d i n g  a n  arm y 
o f  o r e s  and  t r o l l s ,  b e a r s  " a  b la d e  l i k e  a  s t a b b in g  to n g u e  o f  f i r e "
( I ,  4 2 8 ) ,  a n d , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  B r id g e  o f  Khazad-dûm  b r e a k s  u n d e r  him  
( I ,  4 3 0 ) ,^ ^  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e tw e en  th e  B a lro g  an d  S u r t  d i s r u p t s ,  
h o w e v e r, th e  p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  G a n d a lf  an d  H e im d a ll ,  f o r  t h e  a d v e r s a r y  
o f  S u r t  i s  P r e y ,  n o t  H e im d a l l ,  an d  S u r t  i s  th e  v i c t o r  a t  E a g n a r’d k ,
I n  G a n d a lf ,  T o lk ie n  h a s  com bined  l a u d a b le  t r a i t s  o f  O din  w i t h  e le m e n ts  
d e r iv e d  from  o t h e r  g o d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  H e im d a ll  an d  F r e y ,  b o th  o f  
whom a r e  m e n tio n e d  i n  T re e  a n d  L e a f .  T h e re  may e v e n  b e  some o f  T h o r ,
46P ro s e  E d d a , p .  80*
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  4 0 .
^ ° B a v id so n , p .  172 .
49P ro s e  E dda , p p . 7 8 -7 9 .
50P o e t i c  E d d a , p .  3 7 8 .
^ \k n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l  i s  t h e  h o rn  b l a s t  t h a t  B o ro m ir , t h e
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t h e  o t h e r  K orso  c o d  m e n tio n e d  t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  w iz a r d .  They b o th  f i g h t  
m o n s te r s ,  an d  th e  th u n d e r  g o d 's  ham m er, w h ich  r e p r e s e n t s  l i g h t n i n g ,  
r e s e m b le s  G a n d a l f 's  f i r e - s h o o t i n g  s t a f f ,  G a n d a l f 's  "b u sh y  e y e -b ro w s , 
a n d  h i s  q u ic k  te m p e r , a n d  h i s  v o i c e , "  w h ich  F ro d o  m is s e s  i n  L o t h l6 r i e n  
( I ,  3 7 5 ) ,  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  w i d e - t r a v e l l i n g  T h o r , who n e e d  
o n ly  s t a r e  a t  th e  husbandm an w hose s o n  h a s  c r i p p l e d  h i s  g o a t  t o  i n t i ­
m id a te  t h e  p o o r  man: " h e  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  e y e s ,  th e n  i t  seem ed t o  him
52t h a t  h e  m u st f a l l  down b e f o r e  t h e i r  g la n c e s  a lo n e ,"  And i t  i s  T ho r
53who k e e p s  t h e  d w a rf  A lv i s  ta lie L n g  u n t i l  s u n r i s e  t u r n s  him  t o  s t o n e ,  
a n  e p is o d e  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  G a n d a l f 's  t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  t r o l l s  i n  
The H o b b it  ( p ,  5 1 ) ,
E d d ie  a n d  e a r l y  s a g a  l i t e r a t u r e  d e s c r i b e s  m a g ic a l  f e a t s  p e r fo rm e d  
by  g o d s , b u t  i t  i s  to  C e l t i c  an d  R om an tic  s o u r c e s  we m ust lo o k  f o r  
t a l e s  o f  o r d in a r y  v ri.z a rd s , T o llc ie n ’ s  w iz a rd s  a r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  m en, b u t  
"cam e o u t  o f  t h e  F a r  W est a n d  w ere  m e s s e n g e rs  s e n t  to  c o n t e s t  th e  
pow er o f  S a u ro n "  ( I I I ,  4 5 5 ) .  B e c a u se  h e  came fro m  t h e  U ndy ing  L a n d s , 
G a n d a lf  may b e  one o f  th e  " L o rd s  o f  th e  W est" n a t i v e  t o  a  c h a n g e le s s  
p a r a d i s e ,  a  H eaven o r  F a i r y l a n d ,  w h ich  was "rem o v ed  f o r e v e r  from  th e  
c i r c l e s  o f  th e  w o r ld "  by t h e  L u c i f e r - l i k e  p r i d e  a n d  t r e s p a s s  o f  t h e  
l a s t  k i n g  o f  Humenor ( I I ,  3 9 2 ) ,  As a  su p e rh u m a n , even  s u p e r - e l v i s h ,  
a g e n t  s e n t  " i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  Men" t o  l e a d  men o u t  o f  d a rk n e s s  ( I I I ,  4 5 5 ) ,  
G a n d a lf  may b e  i d e n t i f i e d  v / i th  th e  a n g e ls  o f  b i b l i c a l  s t o r y  a n d  w i th  
K r is h n a  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a v a t a r s  o f  t h e  P r e s e r v e r ,  V is h n u , who i s  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n c a r n a t e  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  co sm ic  o r d e r .  B eca u se  t h e r e  a r e  
s e v e r a l  v r iz a rd s ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e tw e e n  C h r i s t  an d  G a n d a lf  c a n  b e
52P r o s e  E d d a , p ,  5 8 ,
53P o e t i c  E d d a , p .  194 ,
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o n ly  p a r t i a l ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r c  many s i m i l a r i t i e s ;  a n d , i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n
fra m ew o rk , t h e  w iz a rd  seem s b o th  a  h e a v e n ly  m e s s e n g e r  ( a n g e l )  a n d  a
p r o p h e t .  F u r th e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  G a n d a lf  i n  te rm s  o f  C h r i s t i a n ,
H in d u , an d  Z o r o a s t r i a n  r e l i g i o n  w ou ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  f r u i t f u l ,  b u t  i t  i s
n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  to  The H o b b i t .  W h a te v e r  h e  may i n c a r n a t e
(L in  C a r t e r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  p ro b lem  i n  p p . 1 9 1 -1 9 4 ) , G a n d a lf  a p p e a r s  i n
The H o b b it  a n d  i n  much o f  The L ord  o f  t h e  S in g s  t o  b e  no m ore th a n  a
d u r a b le  o ld  man w i th  "many pow ers o f  m ind  a n d  h an d "  ( 1 1 1 ,4 5 5 ) ,
C e r t a i n l y  t h e  m ost fam ous w iz a rd  i n  m e d ie v a l  f i c t i o n  : s  M e r l in ,
who i s ,  l i k e  G a n d a lf ,  t h e  t r u s t e d  a d v i s o r  o f  k in g s  a n d  a  n e c e s s a r y
c a t a l y s t  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o r o n a t io n  o f  t h e  unknown h e i r  t o  t h e  h ig h
Ic in g s h ip .  G a n d a lf  r o u s e s  K ing T heoden o f  t h e  M ark to  b a t t l e  and
assu m e s  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  a rm ie s  o f  G ondor i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e
P e le n n o r  F i e l d s ,  a n d  i t  i s  h i s  p l a n  w h ich  l e a d s  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n
o f  t h e  One R in g .a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a s c e n s io n  o f  A ra g o rn  to  t h e  th r o n e
o f  G ondor a n d  t h e  K in g s h ip  o f  M id d le - e a r th .  G a n d a lf ,  b y  b r i n g i n g
h e lp  j u s t  i n  t im e  a t  H e lm 's  D eep , s a v e s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  K ing  T heoden
a n d  o f  A ra g o rn , M e r l in  e n g in e e r s  A r t h u r 's  c o n c e p t io n ,  e d u c a t io n ,  and
c o r o n a t io n ,  an d  d o m in a te s  l i i s  d e c i s i o n s  e a r l y  i n  .Le M orte  d ' A r t h u r ;
54h e  m a g ic a l ly  p a n d e rs  f o r  U th e r  .P e n d ra g o n , a n d  a r r a n g e s  f o r  A r t h u r 's
55 56 57r e a r i n g ,  h i s  d i s c o v e r y ,  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  t i t l e ,  an d  h i s
d e f e a t  o f  r e b e l l i o u s  n o b l e s , W h e n  K ing  P e l l i n o r e  i s  a b o u t  t o  k i l l  
54
S i r  Thomas M a lo ry , Le M orte  d ' A r th u r  (L ondon , 1 9 6 3 ) , I ,  7 ,
^ ^ I b i d , ,  I ,  8 - 9 ,
^ ° I b i d . , , Z , . l l .
^ ^ I b i d , ,  .1, 1 5 .
58 I b i d , ,  ;I, 15 ,
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A r t h u r ,  M c r lih  s a v e s  h i s  l i f e  by c a s t i n g  a n  e n c h a n te d  s l e e p  on h i s  
a t t a c k e r . G a n d a l f  and  M e r l in  b o th  a p p e a r  a s  o ld  n e n ,^ ^  an d  b o th  
a r e  e n c o u n te re d  "by  a d v e n tu r e "  i n  t h e  g u i s e  o f  v a g r a n t s  e a r l y  i n  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  s t o r i e s , b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  re s e m b la n c e  b e tw e en  t h e  m agic 
th e y  p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  M e r l in  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  o r a c u l a r  s ta t e m e n ts  an d  dw im or- 
c r a f t  ’ th e  a r t  o f  i l l u s i o n s ' ,  w h ich  a r e  S arum an’s  s tu d y  i n  The L ord  o f  
t h e  P in s s  and  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a b s e n t  from  The H o b b i t .  D e r iv e d  from  th e  
W elsh  s o o th s a y e r  M y rd d in ,°^  M e r l in  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  o r a c l e  
ev en  i n  M a lo ry , w here  h e  p r e d i c t s  t h e  k in d s  an d  c a u s e s  o f  h i s  an d  
A r t h u r 's  d e a t h s . B i l b o ' s  G a n d a lf  i s  p e r c e p t i v e  a b o u t  c h a r a c t e r ,  h a s  
g a in e d  s p e c i a l  know ledge  i n  a  p e r i l o u s  v i s i t  t o  th e  N e c ro m a n c e r 's  
to w e r ,  knows a b o u t  many odd  p e o p le  su c h  a s  d w a rfs  a n d  s k in - c h a n g e r s ,  
a n d  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  l o s t  i n  m o u n ta in  p a th s  a n d  t u n n e l s ,  b u t  a l l  h i s  
k n o w led g e  seem s o n ly  w h a t m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d  i n  a  l e a r n e d ,  f a r - t r a v e l l e d ,  
a n d  q u i c k - w i t t e d  man. B u t l i lc e  S arum an , M e r l in  e x c e l l s  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  
d i s g u i s e s  a n d  i l l u s i o n s .  H is  a r t  p e r m i ts  U th e r  t o  l i e  vri.th th e  
D uchess o f  C o rn w a ll " i n  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  h e r  l o r d , " ^ ^  an d  he  a p p e a r s  
h im s e l f  i n  many g u i s e s ;  a s  a  b e g g a r , a s  a  h u n t in g  c h u r l , a s  a
5Q
M alo ry , I .  4 2 .
® ° I b id , ,  I .  3 5 .
^ ^ I b i d e ,  I .  6 ; H o b b i t , p p . 1 4 -1 5 ,
J a rm a n , "The W elsh M yrddin  P o em s,"  i n  A r th u r ia n  L i t e r a ­
t u r e  i n  t h e  M id d le  A c e s , e d . R o g er Sherm an Loom is (O x fo rd , 1 9 5 9 ) , p .  2 0 .
^^Malory, I-» 37,
^ " ^ Ib id ., L . 7 .
^^Ibid., %. 6,
® ° I b id . ,  %. 3 2 .
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c h i l d  o f  f o u r t e e n  y o u r s ,  and  a s  a  raan o f  e i g h t y . G a n d a l f  re s e m b le s
a  c lo a k e d  o ld  man an d  i s  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  im m e d ia te ly  when B i lb o  m eets  
63
him a t  D a le , o r  when th e  T h re e  W alk e rs  m eet him i n  F an g o rn  ( I I ,  121-
1 2 4 ) , b u t  th e  p o i n t  i n  b o th  c a s e s  seem s to  b e  t h a t  ho i s  u n e x p e c te d  and
p l a i n l y  d r e s s e d ,  n o t  t h a t  h e  h a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i s g u i s e d  h im s e l f .  Gan-
59d a l f  d o es  u se  v e n t r i lo q u i s m  i n  th e  t r o l l  e p is o d e  and  seem s to  summon
a  s to rm  a t  E d o ra s  ( I I ,  1 1 8 -1 1 9 ) , b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n  him  o f  th e
70W elsh i l l u s i o n a r y  who can  s p e l l  men to  s l e e p  and  so  b e fo g  a n  en em y 's
71s i g h t  t h a t  he may b e  p a s s e d  by  s a f e l y .  G a n d a l f 's  summoning th e
f o r e s t  o f  H uorns to  a i d  men a t  H e lm 's  Deep ( I I ,  1 8 6 -1 8 7 , 223) r e s e m b le s
72t h e  D r u id 's  r a i s i n g  a  wood i n  th e  p a th  o f  H a o ise  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s ,
an d  two w i t c h e s ' p u t t i n g  "en c h a n tm e n t on th e  t r e e s  and  th e  s to n e s  and
t h e  so d s  o f  th e  e a r t h ,  t i l l  th e y  becom e a n  a rm ed  h o s t ,  and  p u t  t e r r o r
73on them  and p u t  them  to  th e  r o u t , "  b u t  t h e  H u o rn -h o s t  i s  f r a n k l y  
t r e e - l i k e  an d  v e ry  r e a l .  " I t  i s  n o t  w iz a r d r y ,  b u t  a  pow er f a r  o ld e r "
( I I ,  1 8 9 ) , M e r l in  a n d  th e  D ru id s  d e a l  i n  c u n n in g  d e c e p t io n s ,  b u t  
G a n d a lf  a lw ay s  d e a l s  i n  r e a l i t i e s — a t  l e a s t  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  M i d l e -
^^M alo ry , I .  3 6 .
^ ^ H o b b it. p .  2 5 8 .
69 I b i d . , p .  5 1 .
70M alo ry , I .  4 2 . T h is  pow er i s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  Ton B o m b a d il, who 
s e n d s  th o s e  who t h r e a t e n  him m a g ic a l ly  o f f  to  s l e e p  i n  a  c u m u la tiv e  
fo rm u la  w h ich  f i n a l l y  r e a d s  a s  f o l lo w s  i n  The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Tom B o m b ad il, 
p p . 1 3 -1 5 , r e p r i n t e d  w i th  o r i g i n a l  p a g in a t io n  i n  The T o lk ie n  H e a d e r :
Go b a c k  to  g r a s s y  mound, on y o u r  s to n e y  p i l l o w  
l a y  dovra y o u r  bony h e a d , l i k e  O ld  Man W illo w , 
l i k e  young G o ld b e r ry ,  an d  B a d g e r - f o lk  i n  b u rro w !
^ ^ I b i d . ,  :I. 4 4 .
72 Lady G re g o ry , C u c h u la in  c i  M uirthem ne (L ondon , 1 9 0 2 ) , p .  113 .
73 Lady G re g o ry , Gods an d  F ig h t i n g  Men (L ondon , 1 9 1 3 ) , p .  5 4 .
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e a r t h .
G a n d a lf  d o e s  have M e r l in ’ s  a b i l i t y  to  d i s a p p e a r  s u d d e n ly  an d  t r a v e l  
r a p i d l y .  S e v e r a l  t i n e s  i n  M a lo ry , M e r l in  v a n is h e s  " a t a y  s u d d e n ly "  a n d ,
74
l i k e  G a n d a lf ,  r e a p p e a r s  when th in g s  a r e  a t  t h e i r  w o r s t ,  t o  end  a  b a t t l e ,
75f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o r  to  r e s c u e  B a l in  from  th e  r u i n s  o f  K ing  P e l l a m 's  c a s t l e .
When M e r l in  r e t u r n s  from  a n  o v e r s e a s  d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n ,  A r th u r  a n d  h i s
a l l i e s  "h a d  g r e a t  m a rv e l ,  t h a t  man on e a r t h  m ig h t s p e e d  so  s o o n , and  
75, go an d  com e," D u rin g  th e  t im e  t h a t  t h e  d w a rfs  i n  The H o b b it sp e n d
t o i l i n g  th ro u g h  I'tLrkwood, p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  M o u n ta in , an d  f o r t i f y i n g  t h e i r
f r o n t  h a l l ,  t h e  w i d e - f a r in g  G a n d a lf  a t t e n d s  a  w iz a rd  c o u n c i l ,  d r iv e s
S a u ro n  from  M irkw ood, p a s s e s  th ro u g h  th e  f o r e s t ,  a n d  j o i n s  t h e  arm y
o f  e l v e s .  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s  i n c l u d e s  a  m ore d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f
one o f  G a n d a l f 's  jo u rn e y s :  a s t r i d e  S hadow fax , h e  r i d e s  from  Rohan to
B re e  by v/ay o f  H o b b ito n , a  d i s t a n c e  o f  some n in e  h u n d re d  m i l e s ,  i n
o n ly  a  w eek ( I ,  3 4 4 -3 4 5 ; I I I ,  4 5 4 ) .  E s s e n t i a l  to  t h i s  f e a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
i s  h i s  m a rv e lo u s  h o r s e - - " t i r e l e s s ,  s w i f t  a s  t h e  f lo w in g  w ind" ( I ,  344) —
•and t h e r e  i s  a  h i n t  i n  M a lo ry  t h a t  M e r l in  may h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  s t e e d
77when he r i d e s  on a  " g r e a t  b l a c k  h o r s e . "  Though b o th  G a n d a lf  a n d  
M e r l in  a r e  w iz a rd s  and  t h e  a d v i s o r s  o f  k in g s  an d  h av e  t h e  c r a f t  o f
^ I b i d , , l o  6 4 .
M a lo ry , I .  3 1 . 
75.
^ ° I b i d . ,  I . .2 1 .
77 I b i d . ,  I>. 3 1 . W olfram  Von E s c h e n b a c h 's  P a r z i v a l  h a s  a  r e d  h o r s e  
vri-th s i m i l a r  p o w e rs , f o r  " i t  to o k  g r e a t  e x e r t i o n  a s  n o th in g ;  c o ld  w e a th e r  
o r  h o t ,  o v e r  r o c k s  o r  t r e e  t r u n k s ,  i t  n e v e r  s w e a te d  i n  t r a v e l . "  W olfram  
go es  on to  s a y  t h a t  h i s  h e ro  ro d e  f a r t h e r ,  f u l l y  a rm e d , i n  one  d a y  ' ' t h a n  
a  s e n s i b l e  man, unarm ed , w ould  h a v e  r id d e n  i n  tw o " ; an d  l a t e r  " t h e  
s t o r y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  on t h a t  day  he ro d e  so  f a r  t h a t  a  b i r d  c o u ld  o n ly  
w i th  d i f f i c u l t y  have  flovm  a l l  t h a t  w ay ."  The q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  from  H e le n  
M. M u sta rd  a n d  C h a r le s  E . P a s s a g e ,  t r a n s » ,  P a r z i v a l  (Mew Y o rk , 1 9 5 1 ) , 
p p . 89 an d  123 .
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d e p a r t i n g  u n n o t ic e d  an d  f a r i n g  q u i c k l y ,  t h e  r e s e m b la n c e  i s  n o t  a s  g r e a t
a s  m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d :  G a n d a lf  s u f f e r s  i n t e n s e l y  b u t  a lm o s t  a b s t r a c t l y ,
and  he n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  u s e s  h i s  m ag ic  f o r  b a s e  en d s  o r  succum bs to  o r d i -
78n a ry  te m p ta t io n s »  M e r l in ,  t h e  b a p t i z e d  s o n  o f  a  d e v i l ,  m a g ic a l ly  pan-
79d e r s  f o r  U th e r  P e n d ra g o n , c a u s e s  a  s l a u g h t e r  o f  in n o c e n t s  by  one 
p ro p h e c y , and  f i n a l l y  i s  b u r i e d  a l i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  f o o l i s h  e f f o r t s  
to  s e d u c e  th e  la d y  K im ue. M e r l in  i s  a  b a p t i z e d  d e v i l ,  G a n d a lf  an  
a n g e l  i n c a r n a t e .
I n  T a s s o 's  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d , w h ich  r e s e m b le s  T o lk ie n ’s  f i c t i o n  
i n  i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  w ar b e tw e en  two i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r c e s ,  one 
g o o d , one e v i l ,  t h e r e  a r e  tw o S a ra c e n  w iz a rd s  a n d  o n e  C h r i s t i a n  o n e . 
D w im o rc ra f t , w h ich  seem s p o s s i b l e  o n ly  vri.th t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  P r in c e  o f  
o f  I l l u s i o n s ,  P l u t o ,  i s  p r a c t i c e d  o n ly  by  t h e  e v i l  S a r a c e n  v r i.z a rd s , . 
I n d e e d ,  w iz a r d r y  i t s e l f  i s  s u c h  a n  u n s u i t a b l e  p u r s u i t  f o r  a  C h r i s t i a n  
t h a t  t h e  good w iz a rd  i s  a  p a g a n  who h a s  b e e n  c o n v e r te d  by  P e t e r  t h e  
H e rm it ,  a n d  h e  w orks h i s  m a g ic , n o t  by  d e v i l i s h  m ean s , b u t  by  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  w isdom ;
The L ord  f o r b i d  I  u s e  o r  charm  o r  s p e l l
To r a i s e  f o u l  D is  from  h i s  i n f e r n a l  s e a t ;
B u t o f  a l l  h e r b s ,  o f  e v e ry  s p r i n g  a n d  w e l l .
The h id d e n  pow er I  know a n d  v i r t u e  g r e a t .
And a l l  t h a t  IdLnd h a th  h i d  from  m o r t a l  s i g h t ,  g 
And a l l  t h e  s t a r s ,  t h e i r  m o tio n s  a n d  t h e i r -  sought.
'^^M alo ry , I .  9 1 ,
79 I b i d . ,  ÏO 7 .
or\
I b i d . ,  I .  4 5 .
81
I b i d . ,  -I. 9 0 .
82 T o rq u a to  T a s s o , J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d , t r a n s .  E dw ard F a i r f a x  
(He-w Y o rk , 1 9 6 3 ) , p .  2 9 3 .
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The d i s t i n c t i o n  made b e tw e en  M e r l in  a n d  G a n d a lf  h o ld s  t r u e  b e tw e e n  th e
S a ra c e n  an d  C h r i s t i a n  w iz a r d s .  B e s id e s  b e in g  a b l e  t o  c a l l  up d e v i l s
S3 84 35and  th e  d e a d , to  p r e d i c t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  to  g e n e r a te  i l l u s i o n s ,
T a s s o 's  S a ra c e n  w iz a rd s  h a v e  G a n d a l f 's  pow er to  t r a v e l  r a p i d l y , t o
87p a s s  th ro u g h  b a t t l e  w i th o u t  a rm o r , to  t r a v e l  i n  m y s te r io u s  u n d e rg ro u n d
t u n n e l s , t o  g e n e r a te  f i r e  (h o w ev er i l l u s o r y ) , a n d  t o  im p o se  b a t t l e -  
90f e t t e r s .  J u s t  a s  G a n d a lf  an d  Sarum an re s e m b le  one a n o t h e r ,  T a s s o 's  
w iz a rd s  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  a p p e a r a n c e :  t h e  e v i l  I s a e n  a p p e a r s  to  S o lim a n  a s
91a  " g ra v e  an d  o ld "  man w i th  a  s t a f f ,  and  th e  good w iz a rd  seem s " a n
a g e d  s i r e ,  g ra v e  an d  b e n ig n  i n  sh o w ,"  c a r r y in g  a  ro d  i n  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d .
T h e i r  o u tw a rd  fo rm s re s e m b le  th o s e  o f  G a n d a lf ,  o f  M e r l in ,  a n d  ev en  o f
O d in , an d  th e y  s h a r e  w i th  t h e s e  m a g ic ia n s  a  te n d e n c y  t o  a p p e a r  s u d d e n ly
i n  t im e  o f  n e e d . W iz a rd s  w i th  s i m i l a r  a p p e a ra n c e s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  O rlan d o
F u r io s o  an d  The F a e r i e  O u een e : t h e  b l a c k  m a g ic ia n  i n  t h e  S econd  Book
93o f  O rla n d o  seem s " a  w eak o ld  m an, v /ith  b e a rd  a lo n g  h i s  b r e a s t , "
92
^ ^ T a s s o , p .  2 2 -2 3 .
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  6 6 .
® ^ I b id . , p p .  2 6 6 , 365
® ® Ib id ., p .  2 0 7 .
® ^ I b id . , p .  2 0 7 .
® ® Ib id ., p .  2 1 0 .
® ^ I b id . , p .  2 1 1 . •
® ° I b id . , p .  2 7 0 .
® 4 b i d . , p .  2 0 5 ,
® ^ I b id .; p .  2 9 1 .
93 L u dov ico  A r i o s t o ,  0
e d . R u d o lf  G o t t f r i e d  (B lo o m in g to n , I n d i a n a ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p«, 51,
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an d  S p o n s o r 's  A rchim ago f i r s t  a p p e a r s  t o  d o
An ag e d  S i r e ,  i n  lo n g  b la c k e  ’.veedes y c l a d ,
H is  f e o t e  a l l  b a r s ,  h i s  b e a rd  a l l  h o a r i e  g r a y .
S a u r o n 's  d w im o rc ra f t  and  th e  s i m i l a r  g u i s e s  o f  G a n d a lf  an d  S a u ro n  a r e  
s u g g e s te d  i n  O rla n d o  when M e l i s s a ,  "b y  h e r  w e l l - t r i e d  s k i l l  i n  m agic 
a r t , "  t r a v e l s  many m ile s  on  a  m agic  s t e e d  t o  re m in d  R o g ers  o f  h i s  i n f i ­
d e l i t y  t o  B ra d a m a n t:
B u t s t r a i g h t  s h e  chan g ed  h e r  s h a p e  an d  h e r  a r r a y  
T h a t s h e  E ogero  b e t t e r  m ig h t b e g u i l e ;
H er s t a t u r e  t a l l  s h e  m akes, h e r  h e a d  a l l  g r a y ;
A lo n g  w h i te  b e a r d  s h e  t a k e s  t o  h id e  t h e  w i l e ;
I n  f i n e ,  s h e  d o th  s o  c u n n in g ly  d is s e m b le ^
T h a t s h e  th e  o ld  A t l a n t a  d o th  r e s e m b le .
M e l i s s a  i s  a  good e n c h a n t r e s s ,  A t l a n t a  a n  e v i l  m a g ic ia n .  F i n a l l y ,  A r i - . .  j
95o s t o ' s  D is c o r d ,  who w e a rs  "w eeds o f  s u n d ry  h u e ,"  may b e  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  
"S arum an  o f  Many C o lo u rs "  ( I ,  3 3 9 ) ,
T h e re  i s  no c l e a r  m o ra l  d ich o to m y  i n  t h e  O ld  I r i s h  l a y s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
a r e  many w iz a r d s .  They do n o t  u s u a l l y  a p p e a r  to  b e  o l d  m en, b u t  th e y  
h a v e  t h e  pow er t o  b e s p e l l  w eap o n s , p r o j e c t  f la m e , a n d  c r e a t e  i l l u s i o n s ,  
a n d  th e y  so m e tim es  u s e  m agic  w an d s. C u r o i ,  so n  o f  D a i r e ,  v/ho t e s t s  
C u c h u la in  i n  a n  e p is o d e  a n a lo g o u s  to  p a r t s  o f  S i r  Gawain an d  th e  G reen 
K n ig h t , a p p e a r s  a s  a  tre m en d o u s  t r o l l - l i k e  m an, b u t  l i lc e  O din  and  
a n d  G a n d a lf ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  h i s  t r u e  name a n d  h e  seem s t o  have  some 
pow er t o  b e s p e l l  w eapons an d  malce them  h a r m le s s ,  f o r  h e  p u t s  " s p e l l s  on
94
Edmund S p e n s e r ,  P o e t i c a l  W orks. e d ,  J ,C ,  S m ith  an d  E , de 
S e l i n c o u r t  (L o n d in , 1 9 6 6 ) , p ,  6 ,
^ ^ A r io s to ,  po 163 ,
95
A r i o s t o ,  O rlan d o  F u r io s to . t r a n s ,  H a r in g to n ,  e d .  Graham Hough 
(C a rb o n d a le , I l l i n o i s ) ,  p .  15 7 , U n le s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  a l l  
f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  A r io s to  v / i l l  b e  t o  R u d o lf  G o t t f r i e d ' s  e d i t i o n  o f  
O rla n d o  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  Graham H o u g h 's ,  G o t t f r i e d ' s  i n c l u d e s  o n ly  
s e l e c t i o n s  from  th e  poem b u t  i t  i s  a  f a r  l e s s  e x p e n s iv e  an d  m ore vri.dely 
a v a i l a b l e  e d i t i o n .
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th o  edge o f  th o  a x e "  b e f o r e  he  a l lo w s  h im s e l f  t o  b e  d e c a p i t a t e d  vri.th 
97i t .  A i l l e a  mac M idna, t h e  b l a c k  w iz a rd  o f  th o  S ld h o  i n  a  t a l e  charm ­
i n g ly  r e t o l d  i n  Jam os S te p h en s*  I r i s h  F a i r y  T a l e s , lo o k s  l i k e  a  v / r a i th ,  
s i n g s  a  s l e e p - in d u c in g  so n g  l i k e  Tom B o m b ad il, and  v â e ld s  G a n d a l f - l i k e
f la m e : "The m usic  c e a s e d  a n d  A i l l e n  h i s s e d  a  f i e r c e  b lu e  f la m e  from  h i s
98m o u th , a n d  i t  was a s  th o u g h  he  h i s s e d  l i g h t n i n g . "  Though no v ri.zard ,
99C a i s e l ,  t h e  K ing o f  L o c h la n n , h a s  a  m ag ic  s h i e l d  w h ic h  e m its  f la m e s .
The pow er to  change  sh a p e  a n d  c r e a t e  d e a d ly  i l l u s i o n s ,  w h ich  pow er i s
s u g g e s te d  i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y  e x e m p l i f ie d  by e v e n ts  i n  G a n d a l f 's  c a r e e r  su c h
a s  h i s  r e s e m b lin g  a n  a n c i e n t  b e g g a r  an d  h i s  s u d d e n ly  e x t in g u i s h in g  th e
l i g h t s  i n  t h e  G r e a t  G o b l i n 's  h a l l ,  i s  a c t u a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  b y  I r i s h
w iz a r d s ,  C u ro i d i s g u i s e s  h im s e l f  a s  a  g r e a t  c h u r l , a n d  F e a r  C o irc h e ,
a  f a i r y  w iz a rd ,  t u r n s  th e  b e a u t i f u l  Sadbh i n t o  a  faw n v â t h  th e  to u c h  o f
h i s  " h a z e l  ro d ." ^ ^ ^  A m ag ic  wand f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  v n .z a rd ry  o f  M ath , Son
o f  M athonv;y, f o r  w i th  one h e  t u r n s  Gwydion an d  G il fe th w y  i n t o  d e e r ,
102vri-ld p i g s ,  a n d  w o lv es  on t h r e e  s u c c e s s iv e  y e a r s .  C a th b ad  d e s t r o y s
t h e  s o n s  o f  U snach by  s u r r o u n d in g  them  w i th  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  a  d a rk  
Î 03s e a ,  t h r e e  f e l l  women o f  t h e  S id h e  c o v e r  T eam h a ir  w i th  e n c h a n te d
104" m is t s  an d  c lo u d s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,"  Conn c o v e rs  t h e  p l a i n  o f  Magh Ai
97 C u c h u la in . p p . 7 8 -8 1 .
98
Nev/ Y ork , 1962, p .  6 7 .
99Gods and F iR h t in e  Men, p .  2 3 3 .
C u c h u la in . p .  81 ,
^^^Gods and  F ig h tin p : Men, p .  1 7 6 .
102Gwyn J o n e s  an d  Thomas J o n e s ,  t r a n s . ,  The M abinoprion (L ondon , 
1 9 6 1 ) , p p . 6 1 -6 2 .
103 C u c h u la in , p .  1 3 3 .
TO^Gods and  F ifchtinnr Men, p .  5 .
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w ith  sn o v ;,^^^  an d  th e  g r e a t  m a g ic ia n  M athgen s w e a rs  t h a t ,  t o  h e lp  Lugh 
i n  c a t t l e ,  " I  can  th ro w  down a l l  th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  I r e l a n d  on th e  
g r o u n d . T h e  C e l t i c  v / iz a r d s ,  th o u g h  th e y  do n o t  re s e m b le  G a n d a lf  
i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  may have  s u g g e s te d  h i s  u s e  o f  a  m agic  wand an d  h i s  m a g ic a l  
f i r e ,  w h e re a s  t h e  I t a l i a n  w iz a r d s ,  l i k e  G a n d a lf  b u t  a l s o  l i k e  O din  an d  
M e r l in  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a r e  t h e  p r o b a b le  s o u r c e s  o f  G a n d a l f 's  s k i l l  i n  
f in d in g  h i s  way th ro u g h  u n d e rg ro u n d  p a s s a g e s .
TROLLS
A w akening l i k e  P e r c i v a l ,  a lo n e  i n  a  h o u se  w h ich  was crow ded t h e  
107
n i g h t  b e f o r e .  B i lb o  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h e  a d v e n tu r e  i s  r e a l  when Gan­
d a l f  s e n d s  him  o f f  to  t h e  i n n ,  a n d  so o n  t h e  h o b b i t ,  L ik e  B eo v m lf, i s
d e p a r t in g  w i th  f o u r t e e n  com pan ions t o  r i d  a  g r e a t  h a l l  from  f i e n d i s h  
108p o s s e s s i o n .  S n o r r i  t e l l s  t o  two o c c a s io n s  on w h ich  T or i s  n o t  i n
A sg a rd  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  to  "g o  away i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g io n  to  f i g h t  :
t r o l l s . I n  t h e  L o k a se n n a , a s  L o k i i s  t a u n t i n g  th e  o t h e r  g o d s ,
T hor i s  n o t  a t  th e  a s se m b ly  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  "o n  a  jo u rn e y  i n  t h e  E a s t ," ^ ^ ^
a n d  when h e  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e s ,  Lolci t e a s e s  him  c o n c e rn in g  h i s  e n c o u n te r
w i th  t h e  g i a n t  S k ry m ir  "o n  t h e  E a s t - r o a d ." ^ ^ ^  A t E ag n aro k  th e  g i a n t s
1 1 2s a i l  i n t o  b a t t l e  from  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e i r  t e r r i b l e  s h i p ,  an d  s o  i t  i s
^ ^ ^ C u c h u la in . p .  1 4 8 ,
^^^Gods and  F i p h t i n #  K en. p .  5 3 .
107R o g er Sherm an Loom is a n d  L a u ra  H ib b a rd  L oom is, e d s , .  M e d ie v a l 
Romances (New Y o rk , 1 9 5 7 ) , p .  5 0 ,
108,
109
B eo w u lf . 1 1 , 2 0 7 -2 0 9 ,
P r o s e  E d d a , p p ,  5 4 , 143 ,
 ̂  ̂^ P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  15 1 ,
’ ’ ^ I b i d , ,  p ,  170 ,
1 1 2 I b i d . ,  p ,  2 1 ,
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f i t t i n g  t h a t ,  on t h e i r  e a s tw a rd  jo u r n e y ,  t h e  d w a rfs  s h o u ld  e n c o u n te r
g i a n t  t r o l l s .  As th e y  a p p ro a c h  th e  edge o f  th o  w i l d .  B i lb o  and  th o  d w a rfs
a r e  draw n by n eed  to  th e  f i r e  o f  t h r o e  t r o l l s  i n  a  clum p o f  t r e e s ,  a n d
t h i s  i s  n o t  th e  o n ly  t im e  i n  Tho H o b b it when th o  p u r s u i t  o f  d i s t a n t
f i r e s  l e a d s  t o  t r o u b l e ,  th o u g h  th o  t r o u b l e  i s  w i th  e lv e s  r a t h e r  th a n
t r o l l s  i n  t h e  e p is o d e  i n  M irkv/ood, "The T r a in e d  H untsm an” i n  t h e  Grimm
B r o t h e r s '  c o l l e c t i o n  p r o v id e s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c lo s e  a n a lo g u e  to  B i l b o 's
a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  t r o l l s '  f i r e :  a  young  h u n tsm an  l o s t  i n  a  g r e a t  f o r e s t
s e e s  a  f i r e  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  d i s c o v e r s  t h r e e  g i a n t s  r o a s t i n g  a n  ox
on a  s p i t .  H av ing  moved u n n o t ic e d  th ro u g h  t h e  d a rk n e s s  t o  t h e  edge o f
th e  f i r e l i g h t ,  t h e  b o y  s h o o ts  m o rs e ls  from  t h e  g i a n t s '  h a n d s  vd .th  a n
1Î 3u n e r r i n g  b lo w g u n , g a in s  t h e i r  c o n f id e n c e  and th e n  k i l l s  th em , j u s t
th e  s o r t  o f  t r i c k  B i lb o  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  m anage . G ia n ts  a ro u n d  a  f i r e
114f i g u r e  a l s o  i n  a n  a d v e n tu r e  i n  S a x o 's  H i s t o r y , an d  t h e  t r o l l  e p is o d e  
i l l u s t r a t e s  a  p ie c e  o f  a d v ic e  w h ic h  B r y n h i ld  g iv e s  S ig u r d  i n  The S aga  
o f  t h e  V o ls u n g s : " I f  th o u  g o e s t  by  a  v/ay w h ere  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s  d w e l l ,
be  th o u  w a ry , t a k e  no  s h e l t e r  n e a r  t h e  r o a d ,  th o u g h  th e  n i g h t  s h o u ld
115com e, f o r  w ick ed  f o l k  o f t e n  l i v e  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  w here  men go a s t r a y , ”
P e r i l o u s  e p is o d e s  r e s u l t  v e r y  o f t e n  i n  C e l t i c  t a l e s  from  a  w ander­
e r ' s  h a v in g  s o u g h t  s h e l t e r  a t  n i g h t  i n  a  s t r a n g e  p l a c e  an d  a p p ro a c h e d  
a  f i r e .  When F in n ,  o u t  h u n t in g  i n  a  s t r a n g e  c o u n t r y ,  i s  c a u g h t i n  a  
snow sto rm  w i th  s i x  o f  h i s  m en, h e  s e n d s  C a o i l t e  a h e a d  t o  lo o k  f o r  s h e l -
113J a c o g  a n d  W ilhe lm  Grimm, German F o lk  T a l e s , T r a n s ,  F r a n c i s  
P , M agoun, J r .  a n d  A le x a n d e r  H, K rappe  (C a rb o n d a le ,  I l l i n o i s ,  1 9 5 0 ) , 
p p , 4 0 5 -4 0 7 ,
114 - 
S a x e , p ,  3 5 3 .
^^^Volsungs, p ,  103,
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t e r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  The " h o u se  o f  l i g h t "  w h ich  he  f i n d s  i s  i n h a b i t e d  by
f a i r  p e o p le ,^  b u t  t h e  e n c o u n te r  l e a d s  t o  s u c h  a  b a t t l e  v / i th  th e  e l v i s h
a rm ie s  o f  Bodb D earg  t h a t  " fro m  t h a t  t im e  o u t  th e  F ia n n a  o f  I r e l a n d  h ad  •
no m ore d e a l i n g s  v / i th  p e o p le  l i v i n g  i n  h o u s e s  th a n  th e y  had  v / i th  th o
117P e o p le  o f  t h e  Gods o f  D a n a ," B u t ,  how ever so u n d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,
F in n  d o e s  n o t  a d h e re  t o  i t .  He a n d  D o i r r a in g  a r e  o u t  h u n t in g  when n i g h t
f a l l s ,  a n d  D o i r r a in g  d i s c o v e r s  i n  a  n e a rb y  wood a  " f i n e  w e l l - l i g h t e d
1 Î 8
h o u se  o f  t h e  S id h e ,"  A g a in  t h e  p e o p le  a r e  f a i r ,  b u t  a g a in  b a t t l e
119w i th  e l v i s h  f o l k  e n s u e s .  More t r o l l - l i k e  a r e  t h e  f o l k  F in n  encoun­
t e r s  when h e ,  O i s in ,  a n d  C a o i l t e  go h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g  a f t e r  d a r k .
A g a in  C a o i l t e  lo o k s  f o r  a  p la c e  t o  r e s t  an d  s e e s  " a  f i r e  s h in i n g  o u t
o f  t h e  v a l l e y  b e lo w ,"  The l e a d e r  o f  t h e  f i e r c e  h o u s e h o ld  i s  a  " b ig
1 2 0g re y  m an ,"  a n d  t h e  th r e e - h e a d e d  l a d y  o f  t h e  h o u se  s u g g e s t s  T o l k i e n 's
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t r o l l s  b e h a v e  b a d ly ,  " e v e n  th o s e  w i th  o n ly  one  h ead  
1 21e a c h ,"  D u rin g  h i s  v i s i t  v / i th  t h i s  i l l - b e h a v e d  h o u s e h o ld ,  F in n
r e f u s e s  t o  e a t  raw  h o r s e m e a t ,  s t a r t i n g  a  f i g h t  w h ich  l a s t s  th ro u g h  th e
n i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  h id e o u s  h o u s e h o ld e r s  r e s e m b le  T o l k i e n 's  t r o l l s  i n  t h a t ,
1 2 2th o u g h  th e y  a r e  n o t  t u r n e d  to  s t o n e ,  th e y  d i s a p p e a r  a s  t h e  s u n  r i s e s ,  
C u c h u la in  i s  jo u r n e y in g  " i n  t h e  d a rk n e s s  o f  t h e  n ig h t "  when h e  s e e s  
t h r e e  f i r e s  i n  wood b e f o r e  him* A round e a c h  f i r e  a r e  n in e  o u tla v /s
 ̂  ̂^G cds an d  F i g h t i n g  Men, p p ,  2 5 3 -2 5 4 ,
117 I b i d , ,  p ,  2 6 3 ,
’ ^ ® I b id , ,  p p ,  2 5 3 -2 5 4 .
119 I b i d , ,  p .  2 5 8 ,
1 20 I b i d , ,  p ,  3 0 0 ,
1 21 H o b b i t , p ,  4 5 ,
1
Gods an d  F i g h t i n g  Men,  p ,  3 0 1 ,
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" t h a t  w ere  r o b b in g  th e  c o u n t r y ,"  a n d  h e  k i l l s  t h r e e  from  e a c h  f i r e , ^ ^ ^  
The a b s e n c e  o f  a  h o u se  a n d  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  r o b b e r s  s t r e n g th e n s  th e  
p a r a l l e l i s m  b e tw e e n  t h i s  and  B i l b o 's  e n c o u n te r ,  b u t  C u c h u la in  i s  a  
le g e n d a ry  h e ro  a g a i n s t  whom o r d in a r y  o u tla w s  a r e  h e l p l e s s ,  s o  t h e  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  him  an d  th e  o u tla w s  i s  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  one 
b e tw e en  a  h o b b i t  a n d  t h r e e  t r o l l s ,  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e  o c c u ra n c e  i n  b o th  
e p is o d e s  o f  t h e  num ber t h r e e  o r  m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  P e r ­
h a p s  t h e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  I r i s h  a n a lo g u e s  i s  t h a t ,  
i n  e a c h  o f  them  a s  i n  The H o b b i t , som eone o t h e r  th a n  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  th e  
g ro u p  i s  s e n t  a h e a d  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s t r a n g e  l i g h t *  I n  th e  s t o r y  o f  
t h e  b i r t h  o f  C u c h u la in ,  F e r g u s ,  who i s  n o t  t h e  K ing  o f  U l s t e r ,  i s  s e n t
a h e a d  to  f i n d  "som e p l a c e  w here we can  s p e n d  th e  n i g h t "  a f t e r  t h e  men
124o f  U l s t e r  h a v e  p u r s u e d  a  f l i g h t  o f  e n c h a n te d  b i r d s  u n t i l  d a r k .
Much l i k e  t h e s e  I r i s h  s t o r i e s  i s  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  M id d le  E n g l i s h
rom ance o f  S i r  Gaw ain a n d  t h e  C a r l  o f  C a r l i s l e , i n  w h ic h  Gaw ain and
h i s  com pan ions a r e  f o r c e d  to  v i s i t  t h e  c a s t l e  o f  t h e  t r o l l - l i k e  C a r l
when " a  m y st g an  r y s e  i n  a  m or" a f t e r  th e y  h av e  b e e n  o u t  h u n t in g  i n t o  
125t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,
T o l k i e n 's  t r o l l s  may b e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w i th  t r o l l s  i n  
H o rse  e d d ic  a n d  s a g a  l i t e r a t u r e .  The te rm  t r o l l  so m e tim es  d e s ig n a t e s  
e v i l  b e in g s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  i t s  s t r i c t  d e n o ta t io n  seem s t o  c o in c id e  
w i th  .io tunn  ' g i a n t ' . T h e  g i a n t s  i n  e d d ic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  l i k e  O d in 's
123C u c h u la in . p ,  2 9 7 .
I b i d . ,  p ,  3 .
125D onald  B , S a n d s , e d , .  M id d le  E n g l i s h  V e rs e  Rom ances (Hew York*
1 9 5 5 ) , p , 3 5 5 ,
 ̂^ ^ G e o rg ia  Dunham K e lc h n e r ,  Dreams i n  O ld  H o rse  L i t e r a t u r e  and 
T h e i r  A f f i n i t i e s  i n  F o l k lo r e  (C am b rid g e , 1 9 3 5 ) , p .  4 1 ,
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G r a n d fa th e r ,  may bo s e e n  a s  " th e  d e v o u r in g  demons o f  d e a t h , a n d
t h e i r  c a n n i b a l i s t i c  h a b i t s  a r e  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  t h e i r  name i f  G e o rg ia
128Dunham K e lc h n e r  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  g l o s s in g  io tu n n  a s  ‘d e v o u r e r ’ .
D w e lle rs  i n  t h e  E a s t  and  t r a d i t i o n a l  en em ies  o f  th e  g o d s , g i a n t s  and  
t r o l l s  commit many t e r r i b l e  d e e d s  i n  O ld N o rse  l i t e r a t u r e *  One s t o r y ,  
o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  i t  i n c l u d e s  a  c a n n i b a l i s t i c  t r o l l  who, 
l i k e  T o l k i e n 's ,  e a t s  m u tto n  an d  h a s  a  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e ,  i s  c i t e d  by 
K e lc h n e r ;  a  t r o l l  woman, who h a s  b e e n  a c cu s to m e d  to  s t e a l i n g  th e  sh e p ­
h e rd  o f  a  c e r t a i n  fa rm e r  f o r  h e r  C h r is tm a s  d i n n e r ,  m akes f r i e n d s  v /ith  
one b ra v e  l a d  s h e  h a s  c a r r i e d  o f f  a n d  s e n d s  him  home a g a in ,  t e l l i n g
him  t h a t  when h e  dream s o f  h e r  i t  v / i l l  b e  a  s i g n  t h a t  s h e  i s  d ead  and
129t h a t  he  may t a k e  t h e  t r e a s u r e  i n  h e r  c a v e  f o r  h i s  own. G re n d e l,  v/ho
12 Q   ■
i s  c a l l e d  e o te n  ' g i a n t ' ,  i s  l i k e  T o l k i e n 's  t r o l l s  i n  t h a t  h e  i s  a
c a v e - d w e l l in g ,  t r e a s u r e - h o a r d in g  c a n n ib a l  who moves o n ly  a t  n i g h t ,  a n d
h i s  i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y  to  sw o rd s  i s  p r o b a b ly  s h a r e d  by  h i s  M id d le - e a r th
k in d r e d .  T o l k i e n 's  v e r s e s  on "The S to n e  T r o l l "  e x p la in :
B u t h a r d e r  th a n  s to n e  i s  th e  f l e s h  an d  bone 
Of a  t r o l l  t h a t  s i t s  i n  t h e  h i l l s  a lo n e *
G re n d e l  and  h i s  m o th e r  seem  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  o n ly  t r o l l s  i n  B e o w u lf 's
e x p e r ie n c e ,  f o r  he  b r a g s  t h a t  h e  h a s  v 5de  e o te n a  cvn  'd e s t r o y e d  a  b ro o d  
132o f  g i a n t s ' .  G r e t t i r  t h e  S t r o n g 's  e n c o u n te r  v / i th  a  tro l l-w o m a n
 ̂^ ^ T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p .  4 9 .
1 23K e lc h n e r ,  p* 4 2 .
129
I b i d . ,  p .  4 4 .
1 0 0
B eo w u lf, 1 .  761*
131 The A d v e n tu re s  o f  Ton B o m b a d il, p .  4 0 ; r e p r i n t e d  i n  The T o lk ie n  
B e a d e r , Nev/ Y ork , 1955.
132
B e o w u lf , 1* 421•
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1 3 3r e s e m b le s  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  B eovm lf i n  many w a y s . A f t e r  a  f i r s t  
e n c o u n te r  i n  a  h a u n te d  h o u s e , G r e t t i r  i s  c a r r i e d  b y  th e  g i a n t e s s  a c r o s s  
t h e  c o u n tr y s id e  b e f o r e  he  f i n a l l y  c u t s  o f f  h e r  arm  b e s id e  h e r  c a v e rn  
hom e. R esem b lances  to  B eovm lf i n c l u d e  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t r e a s u r e  i n  t h e  
c a v e  and  th e  c a v e 's  l o c a t i o n  i n  a  w i l d e r n e s s ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  The H o b b it i s  a  r e f e r e n c e ,  a b s e n t  from  B eo v m lf. 
to  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  s u n l i g h t  t u r n s  t r o l l s  to  s to n e :  "The p e o p le  o f
B a r d a r d a l  s a y  t h a t  t h e  day dawned upon  h e r  [ t h e  tro l l-w o m a n ]  w h i le  th e y  
w ere  w r e s t l i n g ;  t h a t  when h e  c u t  o f f  h e r  arm  s h e  b r o k e ,  an d  t h a t  s h e  
i s  s t i l l  s ta n d in g  t h e r e  on th e  m o u n ta in  i n  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  a  v/onan, "
I f  th e  p e o p le  o f  B a r d a r d a l  a r e  r i g h t ,  G r e t t i r  i s  s a v e d ,  l i l t e  T o l k i e n 's  
d w a r f s ,  by  t h e  daw ning  o f  d a y .
C a n n i b a l i s t i c  g i a n t s  a r e  q u i t e  common i n  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
th o s e  i n  G eorge B a s e n t ' s  P o p u la r  T a le s  from  th e  W orse , a n d  g r o te s q u e  
b u t  se ldom  c a n n i b a l i s t i c  g i a n t s  a r e  a l s o  fo u n d  i n  I r i s h  a n d  A r th u r ia n  
s t o r i e s  an d  i n  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f a n t a s y  o f  A r i o s t o ,  I n  Jam es S te p h e n s ' 
r e t e l l i n g  o f  "The C a r l  o f  th e  D rab C o a t ,"  th e  F ia n n a  a r e  s a v e d  by  a  
c r e a tu r e  whom F in n  e n c o u n te r s  i n  a  M irk w o o d -lik e  f o r e s t ,  " a  VD.ld,
m o n s tro u s , y e l lo w - s k in n e ^ »  b ig -b o n e d  g i a n t ,  d r e s s e d  i n  n o th in g  b u t  an
135
i l l - m a d e ,  m u d - p la s te r e d ,  d r a b - c o lo r e d  c o a t . "  The g i a n t  i s  one o f
135th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e  i n  d i s g u i s e ,  a n d  h i s  d i s g u i s e  r e s e m b le s  t h a t  
assum ed  by  C u ro i i n  an  I r i s h  a n a lo g u e  t o  t h e  M id d le  E n g l i s h  S i r  Gawain
1 2 0
S eeK L aO ber's  d i s c u s s i o n ,  p p . x i v - x v i  o f  h i s  B eovm lf.
G eorge A i n s l i e  E i g h t ,  t r a n s . ,  The S a g a s  o f  G r e t t i r  t h e  S t ro n g  
(L ondon, 1 9 2 8 ) , p .  17 4 .
135S te p h e n s ,  p .  133 .
^ ^ ® Ib id . ,  p .  145 .
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th o  G reen  K n ig h t .  A n o th e r  I r i s h  (p -an t— " v e r y  b l a c k  a n d  u g ly  he  
w a s , h a v in g  c ro o k e d  t e e t h ,  a n d  o n e  ey e  o n ly  i n  t h e  m id d le  o f  h i s  f o r e ­
h e a d "— g u a rd s  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  d r u id  t r e e  w h ich  b e a r s  b e r r i e s  o f  e t e r n a l  
138
l i f e .  The G reen  K n ig h t h a s  l o s t  a l l  o f  h i s  t r o l l - l i k e  q u a l i t i e s
e x c e p t  s i z e ,  b u t  Gaw ain s t i l l  f i g h t s  " wodwos 5 a t  v/oned i n  5e k n a r r e z "
( " f o r e s t  t r o l l s  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  r o c k s " )  on  h i s  way t o  t h e  G reen  
139
C h a p e l, T h e re  a r e  a  few  g i a n t  o a f s  i n  t h e  rom an ces o f  C h r é t i e n  de
T ro y e s ,  I n  E ro c  e t  E n id e , E re c  s l a y s  two g i a n t s  who l i v e  i n  a  f o r e s t ,
a r e  arm ed v / i th  c l u b s ,  and  h a v e  t i e d  a  k n i g h t  whom th e y  h av e  c a p tu r e d
140
n ak ed  a c r o s s  h i s  h o r s e ,  b u t  w h e th e r  t h e  k n i g h t  i s  p e e le d  f o r  e a s i e r
e a t i n g  we a r e  n o t  t o l d ,  Yv a i n ,  i n  t h e  rom ance o f  t h a t  nam e, r e c e i v e s
d i r e c t i o n s  from  " r u s t i c  l o u t ,  a s  b l a c k  a s  a  m u lb e r r y ,"  w hose h e a d  i s
141" b ig g e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  a  h o r s e  o r  an y  o t h e r  b e a s t , "  I n  ^  M o rte
D 'A r th u r  S i r  L a n c e lo t  k i l l s  two k n i g h t s  a rm ed  v / i th  c lu b s  a t  t h e  c a s t l e  
142T i n t a g i l ,  an d  a n  i l l u s o r y  g i a n t  seem s t o  k id n a p  B rad am an t b e f o r e
R o g e r o 's  e y e s  i n  O rla n d o  F u r io s o .
As e a c h  d w a rf  i n  The H o b b it  a p p ro a c h e s  t h e  t r o l l s '  f i r e ,  "p o p !
144w e n t a  n a s ty  s m e lly  s a c k  o v e r  h i s  h e a d ,  a n d  h e  v/as dov/n," The b a g -
137 C u c h u la in . p p .  7 8 -8 1 ,
138Gods an d  P i e h t i n s  Men, p p , 3 6 8 -3 6 9 ,
139
F e rn a n d  M ossé , e d , , A H a rd b a ck  o f  M id d le  E n g l i s h ,  t r a n s ,  Jam es 
A , W alk er ( B a l t im o r e ,  1 9 5 2 ) , p» 2 3 9 ,
^ ^ ^ C h r é t ie n  de  T ro y e s ,  A r th u r i a n  R om ances, t r a n s ,  W,W, C om fo rt 
(L ondon , 1 9 6 8 ) , p ,  1 5 7 ,
141 I b i d . ,  p ,  18 3 ,
‘ ^ ^ M alo ry , 3 ,  1 6 7 .
1 A3
A r i o s t o ,  p ,  122 ,
^^"^ H o b b it. p ,  4 9 ,
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s in g  o f  th o  d w a rfs  c a l l s  f o r  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a  n o t i f  r e p e a te d  
i n  M irlcwood, t h i s  t im e  w i th  b a g s  o f  s p i d e r  s i l k o  T o l k i e n 's  h e ro e s  have  
a  r e m a rk a b le  te n d e n c y  to  become t r a p p e d  i n  c lo s e d  c o n t a i n e r s  th ro u g h o u t  
The H o b b it  a n d  i n  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in /rs : th e y  a r e
e n c lo s e d  i n  b a r r e l s ,  c a v e s ,  t r e e s ,  b a r r o w s ,  a n d  b a g s ,  an d  B ilb o  i s ,  a f t e r  
a l l ,  B a g g in s  o f  B ag-end* T h e re  a r e  m e d ie v a l  a n a lo g u e s  t o  t h e  b a g g in g  o f  
th e  d w a r f s .  When B eovm lf g r a p p le s  w i th  G r e n d e l ,  t h e  m o n s t e r 's  " g lo v e "  
i s  s a i d  t o  hang  "am p le  a n d  s t r a n g e ,  a t t a c h e d  b y  c u r io u s  c l a s p s ," ^
Though th e  g lo v e  may o n ly  b e  a  " c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p r o p e r t y  o f  t r o l l s , "  
p e rh a p s  i n h e r i t e d  from  th e  s t o r y  o f  T h o r 's  m e e t in g  w i th  S k ry m ir , K la e b e r  
i n q u i r e s  w h e th e r  K lo f  may " a p p e a r  h e r e  i n  t h e  u n iq u e  s e n s e  o f  'b a g ' . " ' ^ ^  ’ 
W hether G re n d e l  i s  m ean t h e r e  t o  c a r r y  a  b a g  o r  n o t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  
d o in g  s o  h a s  b e e n  p o s t u l a t e d  by  K la e b e r  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h
B eo w u lf a s  one  o f  t h e  w o rk s  i n  w h ich  T o l l t ie n  e n c o u n te re d  t h e  i d e a  o f
a  t r o l l  c a r r y i n g  a  b a g . I n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u rv e y e d  t h e r e  a r e  a  few  
i n s t a n c e s  o f  men t r a p p e d  a n d  m i s t r e a t e d  i n  b a g s .  O rd e re d  t o  drovm 
young  H a v e lo c k , t h e  f is h e r m a n ,  G rim , c a r r i e s  t h e  boy  home i n  a  f o u l ,
■j 47
b la c k  b a g  ( " I n  a  p o k e , f u l  an d  b l a k " ) ,  a n d  t h e  t r o l l s '  p l a n s  t o  d i s ­
p o s e  o f  t h e  d w a r fs  b y  s u c h  m eans a s  s i t t i n g  o n  them  o r  m in c in g  them  
com pare w i th  G r im 's  w i f e ' s  m is t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  t r a p p e d  p r in c e :
Whan Dame L eve h e rd e  t h a t .
Up s h e  s t i r t e  a n d  n o u g h t n e  s a t  
And c a s t e  t h e  k n a v e  s o  h a rd e  ad o u n e  
T h a t he  c ra ik ed e  t h e r  h i s  c ro u n e  ^
A g a in  a  g r e t  s t o n ,  t h e r e  i t  l a y .
^ ^ ^ B e o w u lf, 1 1 .  2 0 8 5 -2 0 8 6 .
146K la e b e r ,  B e o w u lf , p .  2 0 5 ,
147 S a n d s ,  p .  7 2 .
148
I b i d . ,  p .  7 3 .
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I t  i s  th o  l i g h t  o f  H a v e lo k ’s  " IcL ng-m ark ,"  n o t  o f  t h e  daw n, w h ich  s a v e s
him  a s  h e  l i e s  t h a t  n i g h t  hy  t h e  f i s h e r m a n 's  f i r e ." * ^ ^  P \ ';y l l ,  P r in c e
o f  D y fed , d i s g u i s e d  i n  t r o l l - l i k e  g a rm e n ts ,  t r i c k s  Gwawl i n t o  p l a c i n g
h i s  f e e t  i n  a  b a g , "an d  P w y ll  t u r n e d  t h e  b ag  s o  Gwawl was o v e r  h i s  h e a d
i n  t h e  b a g , a n d  q u c k ly  h e  c lo s e d  t h e  b a g , an d  s l i p p e d  a  lo io t  i n t o  t h e
th o n g s ."  Though n o t  im m e d ia te ly  I d - l l e d ,  Gwavfl i s  t e r r i b l y  b e a te n  i n  t h e  
150
b a g .  I n  t h e  t a l e  o f  B ranw en , t h e  I r i s h  p la n  to  s e c r e t l y  b r e a k  a
t r u c e  w i th  t h e  h o s t  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  t h e  M igh ty  by h a n g in g  a  b a g  from
e a c h  o f  t h e  h u n d red  p i l l a r s  o f  t h e i r  h a l l ,  " a n d  a n  arm ed  man i n  e v e ry  
151one o f  th e m ."  The c a p t a i n  o f  t h e i r  en em ies  d i s c o v e r s  t h e  r u s e ,  how­
e v e r ,  a n d , h a v in g  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  b a g s  c o n ta in  f l o u r ,  c r u s h e s  t h e
1 52s k u l l  o f  e a c h  h id d e n  w a r r i o r  w i th  h i s  m ig h ty  h a n d s .  A lso  s u g g e s t in g
th e  d w a r f s ' c o n f in e m e n t i s  t h e  b i n d in g  o f  F in n  a n d  Conan by  t h r e e  u g ly
o ld  h a g s  v/ho s i t  a t  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e i r  ca v e  a n d  r e e l  o u t  " t h r e e  s t r o n g
1 53e n c h a n te d  h an lis  o f  y a r n .  "  When th e  h e ro e s  p a s s  th ro u g h  t h e  y a r n ,
t h e y  a r e  s e i z e d  by w eak n ess  a n d  b ound  b y  t h e  h a g s ,  a s  a r e  t h e  r e s t  o f
t h e  com pany, two a t  a  t im e ,  u n t i l  " i n  t h e  end  th e  w ho le  num ber o f  th em ,
g e n t l e  an d  s im p le ,"  v a re  p u t  i n  b o n d s  b y  t h e  h a g s ,  a n d  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
154
c a v e . They a r e  a b o u t  t o  b e  k i l l e d  when G o l l ,  t h e  l a s t  member o f  t h e i r
155
com pany, a r r i v e s  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  w i tc h e s  a n d  s a v e  th em . The p o i n t s  o f
149
a a n d a ,  p . 7 3 -7 4 .
 ̂^^H ab inogrlon . p .  1 5 ,
1 51
I b i d . ,  p .  3 5 .
152
I b i d . ,  p .  3 5 .
1 53
Gods an d  F ig h t i n g  Men, p .  251, 
^^ “̂ I b i d . ,  p .  2 5 2 .
^ ^ ^ I b i d , ,  p .  2 5 3 .
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re s e m b la n c e  b e tw een  t h i s  e p is o d e  an d  t h a t  o f  th e  d w a r f s ' b in d in g  a r e  
s e v e r a l :  members o f  a  w a n d e r in g  company a r e  bound , a  few  a t  a  t im e ,  by
t h r e e  e v i l  b e in g s  l i v i n g  i n  a  c a v e , an d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  l a s t  member 
s a v e s  them ,
G a n d a lf ,  a r r i v i n g  to  d i s c o v e r  t h e  d w a rfs  i n  b a g s ,  c u n n in g ly  i m i t a t e s
t h e  t r o l l s '  v o ic e s  an d  k e e p s  them  a r g u in g  a b o u t  s l a u g h t e r  an d  c o o k in g
m ethods u n t i l  th e y  a r e  t u r n e d  t o  s to n e  by  t h e  s u n r i s e .  The d i s c u s s io n
o f  ways o f  k i l l i n g  p r i s o n e r s  p a r a l l e l s  a  d i s c u s s io n  i n  C h r é t i e n 's
C l i c k s : "Some h o ld  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  f l a y e d  a l i v e ,  o t h e r s  t h a t  th e y
s h o u ld  b e  h an g ed  o r  b u rn e d . And t h e  K in g  f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  m a in ta in s  t h a t
156
t r a i t o r s  o u g h t t o  b e  t o r n  a s u n d e r ,"  O r d i n a r i l y  d w a rfs  a s  w e l l  a s
t r o l l s  m ust b e  u n d e rg ro u n d  by s u n r i s e .  The su n  i s  c a l l e d  "T he D e c e iv e r
157o f  D v a lin "  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  a n d  T hor p r a c t i c e s  a  d e v ic e  v e ry  l i k e
G a n d a l f 's  on t h e  d w arf A l v i s ,  who h a s  come t o  a s k  h i s  d a u g h t e r 's  hand
i n  m a r r ia g e .  The A lv x ssm a l c o n c lu d e s  w i th  T h o r 's  s p e e c h :
B u t w i th  t r e a c h e r o u s  w i l e s  m u st I  now b e t r a y  th e e :
The su n  h a s  c a u g h t th e e  d w a rf  !
Now th e  su n  s h in e s  h e r e  i n  th e  h a l l .
I n  t h e  H e lg a k v i th a t  H .io r v a r th s s o n a r , A t l i  and  H e lg i  d e f e a t  a  " c o r p s e -  
1 59h u n g ry  g i a n t e s s "  b y  k e e p in g  h e r  i n  c o n v e r s a t io n  u n t i l  t h e  su n  co n es
u p . The r e s u l t s  r e s e m b le  th o s e  i n  The H o b b i t ;
I t  i s  d a y , H r im g e r th , f o r  A t l i  h e ld  th e e  
T i l l  now th y  l i f e  th o u  m u st l o s e ;
As a  h a r b o r  m ark men s h a l l  m ock a t  t h e e ,
W here i n  s to n e  th o u  s h a l t  e v e r  s t a n d ,
^ ^ ^ C h r e t ie n ,  p .  1 1 0 ,
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P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  188 ,
^ ^ ^ I b i d , , p ,  194 ,
^ ^ ^ I b i d , ,  p ,  179 .
* ^^ K o b b i t , p ,  5 1 ,
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T hese  fo rm u la s  com pare w i th  G a n d a l f 's  w o rd s , "Dawn ta k e  you a l l ,  an d
be  s to n e  to  y o u ."^ ^ ^  The t u r n i n g  to  s to n e  o f  G r e t t i r ' s  a b d u c t r e s s  h a s
162a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n tio n e d . I r i s h  an d  A r th u r i a n  a n a lo g u e s  a r e  l e s s  c l e a r .
One n ig h t  C u c h u la in  f a c e s  t h r e e  m o n s te rs  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  c a t s .  Though
h i s  sw ord s l i p s  o f f  one " a s  i f  from  a  s t o n e , "  t h e  m o n s te r  becom es q u i e t
a n d  v a n is h e s  a t  t h e  b r e a k  o f  d a y .^ ^ ^  M organ l e  Fay S h ap es  h e r s e l f  "b y
e n c h an tm e n t i n t o  a  g r e a t  m a rb le  s to n e "  t o  a v o id  p u r s u i t  by  A r th u r  a f t e r
164
s h e  h a s  s t o l e n  h i s  s c a b b a r d  o f  i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  T o lk ie n  s t a t e s  t h a t
t h e  p e t r i f i e d  t r o l l s  " s t a n d  t o  t h i s  d a y , a l l  a lo n e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  b i r d s
p e rc h  on th e ra ,"^ ^ ^  and  S t r i d e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  when F ro d o  p a s s e s  t h a t  v/ay
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h a t  h e  knows t h e  t r o l l s  a r e  d e a d  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  an
o ld  b i r d ' s  n e s t  b e h in d  one o f  t h e i r  e a r s  ( I ,  2 7 6 ) ,  T h is  may b e  a n  echo
o f  th e  d e a th  o f  C u c h u la in , f o r  t h e  h e ro  t i e s  h im s e l f  t o  a  p i l l a r s t o n e
so  t h a t  h i s  en em ies  v / i l l  n o t  know when h e  i s  d e a d , b u t  h i s  t r i c k  i s
g iv e n  away when a  b i r d  s e t t l e s  on  h i s  d e a d  s h o u l d e r , S t r i d e r ’ s
re m a rk  t h a t  a  b i r d ' s  n e s t  "w ould  b e  a  m ost u n u s u a l  o rn am e n t f o r  a  l i v e
t r o l l "  ( I ,  276) s u g g e s t s  E rc s  u n d e r s t a t e d  t r i b u t e  t o  C u c h u la in ;  " I t
167
i s  n o t  on t h a t  p i l l a r  b i r d s  w ere  u s e d  t o  s e t t l e , "  Though p e rh a p s  
t h e  o t h e r  a n a lo g u e s  s u g g e s te d  some d e t a i l s ,  t h e  two o c c a s io n s  i n  The 
P o e t ic  Edda i n  w h ich  b e in g s  a r e  k e p t  t a l k i n g  u n t i l  th e y  t u r n  to  s to n e
161 H o b b i t . p ,  51 ,
^ ^ ^ G r e t t i r ,  p ,  174 ,
 ̂^^ C u c h u la in . p , 6 9 ,
1 54M a lo ry , I ,  109,
 ̂^ ^ H o b b it . p p , 5 1 -5 2 ,
^^^ C u c h v la in . p ,  3 4 0 ,
‘^ V o i d , ,  p .  3 4 0 .
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a r e  c l e a r l y  t h e  m ain  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  T o l k i e n 's  t r o l l  e p iso d e *  
To H e le n 's  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  d w e l le r s  i n  d a rk n e s s  an d  h a te  t h e  su n ­
l i g h t ,  w h e th e r  i t  t u r n s  them  t o  s to n e  o r  n o t .  G lam , t h e  t r o l l - l i k e  
g h o s t  o f  a  s h e p h e rd  whom G r e t t i r  f i g h t s  a t  T h o r h a l l s s t a d ,  c h o o se s  th e  
n i g h t  i n  w h ich  to  do h i s  h a u n t i n g , a s  do G re n d e l a n d  B e o w u lf 's  
d r a g o n . I n  t h e  Grimm B r o t h e r s '  s t o r y ,  "T he G rave  M ound," t h e  D e v i l  him ­
s e l f ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  b e e n  c l e v e r l y  k e p t  from  s e i z i n g  a  s i n n e r ' s  s o u l  by 
two men w a tc h in g  t h e  g r a v e ,  i s  a b o u t  t o  l o s e  h i s  te m p e r  when " th e
f i r s t  r a y  o f  t h e  r i s i n g  su n  p i e r c e d  t h e  s k y ,  a n d  t h e  E v i l  S p i r i t  f l e d ,
169s h r i e k i n g  l o u d l y . "  I n  a  r i d d l e  b y  th e  a n c i e n t  E n g l is h  s c h o l a r ,
A ld h e lm , t h e  n i g h t  s a y s  o f  h e r s e l f :
Grim r o b b e r s  e v e r  lo v e  m e, who d e fe n d  
, And i n  my dusky  bosom h id e  them  c l o s e .
I n  a n  O ld  E n g l i s h  r i d d l e  t h e  n i g h t  d e c l a r e s ,  " I  l e a d  a s t r a y  t h e  s t u p i d ,
171an d  u r g e  th e  f o o l i s h  on  to  r a s h  j o u r n e y s . "  A v e ry  s e v e r e  d i s t r u s t  
o f  a n y o n e  aw ake a t  m id n ig h t  i s  e x p re s s e d  b y  E a r l  Ubbe when h e  f i r s t  
s e e s  t h e  h a lo  w h ich  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  s l e e p i n g  h e i r  t o  Denmark i n  H av e lo k  
th e  D ane.  Ubbe s u s p e c t s  t h a t  H av e lo k  i s  c a r o u s in g  o r  p a r t a k in g  i n  some 
s o r t  o f  f o l l y ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  he s h o u ld  b e  c a s t  i n  a  d i t c h ,  f o r  
Nou ne  s i t t e n  none b u t  w ic k e  m en.
G lo tu n s ,  r e v e r e s ,  o r  w ic k e  t h e v e s ,  
By C h r i s t ,  t h a t  a l l e  f o l k  i n  l e v e s !
 ̂^ ^ G r e t t i r , p p . 9 6 -9 7 .
169
Grimm, p .  7 3 3 .
170A ld h e lm , The R id d le s  o f  A ld h e lm . t r a n s .  Jam es H a l l  P itm a n  
(New H aven , 1 9 2 5 ) , p .  5 9 .
171 R .K . G ordon , t r a n s . ,  A nglo Saxon P o e t r y  (L ondon , 1 9 6 4 ) , p .  293 ,
172 S a n d s , p .  107 .
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M id d le - o a r th  o p e r a t e s  a c c o r d in g  t o  U b b e 's  ju d g e m e n ts , t h e  good p r e f e r r i n g
th e  d a y , th e  b a d  t h e  n i g h t .  G o b lin s  " d o n 't  l i k e  t h e  s u n ;  i t  m akes t h e i r
l e g s  w obb le  a n d  t h e i r  h e a d s  g i d d y , T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n i g h t  when th e y
m eet w i th  t h e  W args i n  a  c l e a r i n g  to  malce a  r a i d  on  m en, Smaug i s  s e e n
f l y i n g  o n ly  a t  n i g h t  i n  The H o b b i t . an d  t h e  d ra g o n  i s  s l e e p i n g  when
174B ilb o  v e n tu r e s  i n t o  t h e  M o u n ta in  a b o u t  s u n s e t ,  B e o rn  a n d  t h e  E lv e s
a r e  a b ro a d  a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  th e n  th e y  a r e  d a n g e r o u s : .  B eo rn  w arn s  t h e  d w a rfs
175on t h e i r  p e r i l  n o t  t o  s t r a y  o u t s i d e  h i s  h a l l  u n t i l  t h e  su n  i s  u p , 
an d  t h e  Company i s  a lm o s t  e a te n  by  s p i d e r s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  a p p ro a c h ­
in g  e lv e s  a f t e r  d a r k  i n  M irkv/ood, The a n t i p a t h y  b e tw e e n  t r o l l s  an d
s u n l i g h t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  o n ly  a  d i r e c t  b o r ro w in g  from  N o rse  t r o l l
l o r e ,  b u t  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a n t i p a t h y  b e tw e e n  e v i l  b e in g s  an d  t h e  d a y ­
l i g h t  w h ich  i s  e x p r e s s e d  b o th  i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  an d  i n  m e d ie v a l  
l i t e r a t u r e ,
ELVISH BLADES
A f t e r  t h e  t r o l l s '  p e t r i f i c a t i o n ,  G a n d a lf  a n d  t h e  Company d i s c o v e r  
i n  t h e i r  c a v e  f o o d ,  t r e a s u r e ,  t h e  c lo t h i n g  o f  p r e v io u s  v i c t i m s ,  a n d  
two s w o rd s , w h ic h  " c a u g h t  t h e i r  e y e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  s c a b ­
b a r d s  a n d  j e w e l l e d  h i l t s , "  B i lb o  f i n d s  a  b e a u t i f u l  d a g g e r  t o  u s e  a s
176a  m in i a tu r e  s w o rd . E a r ly  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  B in e s  F ro d o  a c q u i r e s  
a  m a rv e lo u s  sw o rd  fro m  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  l a i r  o f  a  b a r r o w - w ig h t ,  a n d , 
l i k e  B i lb o ,  h e  a c q u i r e s  i t  o n ly  a f t e r  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e s c u e d  by  th e  
a r r i v a l  o f  a  b e n e v o le n t  powei— i n  F r o d o 's  c a s e ,  Tom B om bad il— a n d  b o th
1 7 0
H o b b it . p . 95,
^ ^ ^ I b i d , , p . 206,
^ '^ ^ I b id , , p . 129
'7 6 i b i d , , p . 5 3 .
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hobbitG use t h e ir  swords to  save t h e ir  l i v e s  l a t e r  in  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e
s t o r i e s .  B eow ulf d i s c o v e r s  p r e c io u s  o b j e c t s  i n  G r e n d e l 's  c a v e , b u t  he
t a k e s  b a c k  w i th  him o n ly  t h e  m o n s t e r 's  h e a d  an d  t h e  h i l t  o f  a  m a rv e lo u s
177o l d  sw o rd , t h e  o n ly  one  w h ic h  w i l l  b i t e  t h e  m o n s te r s ,  G r e t t i r  t h e  
S t ro n g  f i n d s  t r e a s u r e  a n d  th e  r e m a in s  o f  v i c t im s  i n  h i s  t r o l l  c a v e ,  an d  
t h e r e  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  a  sw o rd  h a n g in g  on th e  w a l l ,  b u t  he c a r r i e s  b a c k  
o n ly  t h e  re m a in s  t o  b e  b u r i e d .  E a r l i e r  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  G r e t t i r  d o e s  
a c q u i r e  a  sw ord  i n  an  u n d e rg ro u n d  s t r u g g l e  w i th  t h e  u n d ead  c o rp s e  o f  
T h o r f in n ^ s  f a t h e r ,  a  f i n e ,  o ld  s h o r t  sw ord  w h ic h  h e  i s  p ro m ise d  a s
178a  re w a rd  a f t e r  he b r in g s  t h e  b u r i e d  g o ld  a n d  s i l v e r  b a c k  to  T h o r f in n ,
H e rv o r ,  t h e  m o th e r  o f  H e id re k  t h e  W ise , a c q u i r e s  T y r f in g  from  th e
179aw akened  c o rp s e  o f  h e r  f a t h e r  a t  h i s  b u r i a l  m ound, A b a r r o w - d w e l le r
g iv e s  T h o rk e l  G e ira s o n  a  sw ord  i n  t h e  S tu r lu n e a  Safca.  ̂ an d  M e r l in
r e c e i v e s  E x c a l ib u r  from  t h e  Lady o f  t h e  L a k e , who l i v e s  w i th in  a  r o c k  
1
i n  t h e  w a te r .  T h ese  a c q u i s i t i o n s  o f  w eapons from  s u p e r n a t u r a l
b e in g s  o r  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  d e a d  may p a r a l l e l  S ig m u n d 's  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
182Gram, f o r  O d in , i s ,  i n  h i s  d a rk  a s p e c t ,  a  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  god o f  th e  
183d e a d . A n o th e r  way o f  v ie w in g  B i l b o 's  an d  F ro d o * s  a c q u i s i t i o n s  o f  
arm s i s  t h a t  th e y  r e c e i v e  sw o rd s  from  t h e  e q u ip m e n t o f  t h e  f i r s t  f o e  
th e y  h av e  a  p a r t  i n  k i l l i n g ,  i n  t h i s  way e c h o in g  t h e  a rm in g  o f  P e r c i -
^^^ B e o w u lf . 1 1 . 1 6 1 2 -1 6 1 5 .
^^^ G r e t t i r , p p . 4 3 -4 5 .
179
H e id re k . p p . 1 3 -1 8 ,
*1 QQ
K e lc h n e r ,  p .  6 7 ,
M a lo ry , f ,  4 2 .
1 Q2
V o ls u n c s , p .  4 9 .
^ ^ ^ T u r v i l l e - P e t r e , p .  6 5 ,
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T h ere  a r e  many m a rv e lo u s  sw o rd s i n  m e d ie v a l h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and
th e y  do many t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d in g  t a l k i n g , s e l e c t i n g  a  Icing ,^  and
137
I c i l l i n g  a  man e v e ry  t im e  th e y  a r e  d raw n , b u t  a t t e n t i o n  h e re  w i l l  be
l i m i t e d  t o  t h r e e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  b la d e s  from  t h e  t r o l l s '  l a i r ;  ( 1 )
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  e m it  l i g h t ,  ( 2 ) t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  c u t  a n y th in g ,  an d
(3 )  t h e i r  h a v in g  r u n e s  c a rv e d  i n  th em . The e l v i s h  sw o rd s  c la im e d  by
G a n d a lf  an d  T h o r in ,  l i k e  t h e  k n i f e  o f  B i lb o ,  glow  when g o b l in s  a r e  n e a r ,
an d  G a n d a l f 's  i s  " a  b lu e  f la m e  o f  d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  g r e a t
l o r d  o f  t h e  c a v e"  i n  The H o b b it ( p .  7 3 ) ,  I n  The P ro s e  E d d a . when A e g ir
v i s i t s  A sg a rd , O din  h a s  b ro u g h t  i n t o  th e  h a l l  sw o rd s  s o  b r i g h t  t h a t
1 88" o th e r  i l l u m i n a t i o n  was n o t  u s e d  w h i le  th e y  s a t  d r i n k i n g . "  I t  i s
s a i d  o f  t h e  g r e a t  sw o rd , T y r f in g ,  t h a t  " e v e ry  tim e  i t  v/as draw n a  l i g h t
189sh o n e  from  i t  l i k e  a  r a y  o f  th e  s u n ."  S u r t  w i l l  r i d e  to  E ag n aro k
190w i th  a  sw ord  from  w h ich  " r a d i a n c e  s h in e s  b r i g h t e r  th a n  from  th e  s u n ,"  
an d  when A r th u r  d raw s E x c a l i b u r ,  i t  i s  " s o  b r i g h t  i n  h i s  e n e m ie s ' e y e s"  
t h a t  i t  g iv e s  a  l i g h t  l i k e  t h i r t y  t o r c h e s . T h e  g le a m in g  o f  sw o rd s 
i s  o f t e n  m e n tio n e d  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  v e r s e ,  th o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  c l e a r  
w h e th e r  th e  l i g h t  i s  p r im a ry  o r  r e f l e c t e d .  I n  t h e  n ig h t t im e  b a t t l e  a t  
F in n s b u rg ,  t h e  g le a m in g  o f  sw o rd s  m akes i t  seem  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f o r t r e s s
^^^Gods a n d  F i c h t i n e  Men, p .  5 0 .
^ ^ ^ M alo ry , I .  10 .
187H e id re k , p .  2 .
1 QQ
P ro s e  E d d a . p .  8 9 .
1 89H e id re k . p .  2 .
190P ro s e  E d d a . p .  7 9 .
M a lo ry , ;2. 17 .
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i s  on f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  l i g h t  may b e  r e f l e c t e d  from  th e  b u r n in g  g a b le s .
The OE compounds bead o leo m a an d  h ild e lÏÏo m a  ' b a t t l e - l i g h t '  a r e  b o th  u s e d
to  mean 's w o r d 'e  H ild e ln o m a  r e f e r s  once  t o  t h e  d r a g o n 's  f i e r y  b r e a t h
i n  Be o wu l f , a n d  o n ce  i t  i s  t h e  name o f  th e  " b e s t  o f  s w o rd s ,"
B e o w u lf 's  sw ord  i s  a  b eado leom a w hen, n o t  h o ld in g  b a c k  h i s  b lo w s , he
b o a t s  " a  g re e d y  w a r-so n g "  on th e  o g r e s s '  h ead  b u t  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  b la d e
w i l l  n o t  b i t o . ^ ^ ^  L a t e r  a  g le a n  (Igom a) s h in e s  f o r t h  a s  he  k i l l s  h e r
197w i th  an  a n c i e n t  g ia n t-m a d e  sw o rd . When th e  d e a d ly  w eapons w h ich  c an
k i l l  th e  K ing  o f  t h e  W orld  a r e  u n c o v e re d  b e f o r e  F in n , t h e r e  r i s e  from
198th e n  f l a s h e s  o f  f i r e  an d  d e a d ly  b u b b le s .  Though t h e r e  a r e  many
m e d ie v a l i n s t a n c e s  o f  sw o rd s t h a t  g iv e  l i g h t ,  t h e r e  a r e  fev; w eapons
w h ich  w arn  o f  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  e n e m ie s , b u t  C onchubar i s  s a i d  to  h av e
owned a  s h i e l d  c a l l e d  0 c h a in  ' t h e  M oaning O ne’ w h ic h , th o u g h  h a n g in g
199
on th e  w a l l ,  w ould  moan w h en ev er t h e  H igh  K ing  was i n  d a n g e r .
The o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  G lam d rin g  m akes "n o  t r o u b l e  w h a te v e r  i n  
c u t t i n g  th ro u g h  th e  g o b l in  c h a in s " ^ ^ ^  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  p e c u l i a r  s h a r p ­
n e s s  o f  e lv e n  b l a d e s .  T h is  s h a r p n e s s  i s  m a n i f e s te d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n
"The F ig h t  a t  F in n s b u r g ,"  i n  K la e b e r ,  B eovm lf 1 1 , 3 5 -3 5 , A 
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  w i th  l i n e  num bers c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  th o s e  i n  t h e  K la e b e r  
t e x t ,  i s  fo u n d  i n  H a l l ’s  B eow ulf and  th e  F in n e s b u rg  F ra g m e n t, p p , 
1 7 8 -1 7 9 ,
^ ^ ^ " F in n s b u rg ,"  1 , 1 .
194B eo v m lf, 1 , 2 583 ,
1 9*1
I b i d , , 1 , 1143.
1 95B e o w u lf , 1 1 , 1 5 2 0 -1 5 2 4 ,
197
I b i d , ,  p ,  1 . .1 5 7 0 ,
198Gods and  F i g h t i n g  Men, p ,  2 3 7 ,
199 C u c h u la in , p p , 4 3 -4 4 ,
ZOP R o b b it ,  p .  7 3 .
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The L ord  o f  th e  TMnnrs, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  when F r o d o ’s  " e lv e n - h la d c "  c u ts
S h c l o b 's  g r e a t  cobw ebs a f t e r  S am 's  o r d in a r y  sw o rd  h a s  f a i l e d  ( I I ,  4 2 1 ) .
S ig u rd  a c c e p t s  G ran  o n ly  a f t e r  i t  h a s  c u t  th ro u g h  an  a n v i l  w i th o u t
201damage to  th e  b l a d e ,  a  f e a t  no l e s s  im p r e s s iv e  th a n  one p e rfo rm e d
e a r l i e r ,  when Sigm und an d  S i n f j o t l i  c u t  t h e i r  way o u t  o f  a  s to n e  g ra v e
mound by m eans o f  t h e  b la d e  w h ich  iè igny  h a s  s e c r e t l y  g iv e n  them ;
Sigm und saw ed w i th  h i s  sw ord  a m a in , ^
And S i n f j o t l i ;  t h e  r o c k  was i n  tw a in ,
203A g r e a t  b a rro w  sw o rd , " t h e  a n c i e n t  w ork o f  g i a n t s , "  c le a v e s  G re n d e l
204a f t e r  o r d in a r y  b l a d e s  h a v e  f a i l e d ,  a n d  H e i d r e k 's  T y r f in g  b i t e s  " i n t o
205i r o n  an d  s to n e  a s  i f  i n t o  c l o t h , "  When G u nn laug  v i s i t s  E n g la n d , he
a n g e r s  a  p i r a t e  who " c a n  t u r n  t h e  edge o f  e v e ry  w eap o n ,"  b u t  G unnlaug
w in s  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  f i g h t  by  u s in g  a  s p e c i a l  sw ord  w h ich  t h e  K ing  g iv e s
h im ,^ ^ ^  I n  th e  K ib e lu n e e n l ie d  S i e g f r i e d 's  sw o rd , B a ln u n g , i s  s a i d  t o
h a v e  s u c h  s h a r p  c u t t i n g  e d g e s  t h a t  " i t  n e v e r  f a i l e d  when w ie ld e d  a g a i n s t  
207a  h e lm e t ,"  a n  o b s e r v a t io n  w h ich  seem s to  maice e x p l i c i t  th e  m ain  
r e a s o n  why i r o n - c u t t i n g  b l a d e s  w ere  p r i z e d ,  C u c h u la in 's  sw o rd ,
C r u a id in  C a i l id c h e a n n  ' t h e  H a rd , H ard  H e a d e d ', i s  so  s h a r p  t h a t ,  when 
i t  c u t s  a  man i n  tw o , th e  one  h a l f  d o e s  n o t  m is s  t h e  o t h e r  f o r  some
201 V o ls u n g s , p ,  9 0 ,
702
I b i d , ,  ‘p p , 6 4 -6 5 ,
203
B e o w u lf . 1 1 . 1 6 7 9 .
204
^ I b i d . ,  1 ,  1590 .
205 K e id r e k , p ,  6 8 ,
^^^M .H. S c a r g i l l  an d  M a rg a re t  S c h la u c h ,  t r a n s , , T h re e  I c e l a n d i c  
S ag as  (Hew Y ork , 1 9 5 0 ) , p ,  3 0 7 ,
207 The H ib e lu n g e n l ie d . t r a n s .  W illia m  A l f r e d ,  i n  M e d ie v a l E n ic s  
(New Y o rk , 1 9 6 3 ) , p ,  3 0 7 ,
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t im e  a f t e r . N a o i s e  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r s  a r e  k i l l e d  a t  one  s t r o k e  by a
sw ord  w h ich  le a v e s  no t r a c k  o r  t r a c e  a f t e r  i t ,  f o r  th e y  do n o t  w an t to
209
s e e  one  a n o th e r  I t i l l e d ,  a n d  t h e  m a g ic a l  sw ord  w h ic h  c a n  s l a y  th e
2 1 0K ing o f  t h e  W orld  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n tio n e d . T hese  s h a r p  sw o rd s  
t e n d ,  l i k e  T o l k i e n 's  e lv e n - b l a d e s  to  come from  a n c i e n t  o r  r o y a l  s o u r c e s ;  
S ig u rd  r e c e i v e s  h i s  sw o rd  i n d i r e c t l y  from  O d in , B eow u lf from  a  t r o l l  
b a rro w  c o n ta in in g  th e  w ork  o f  g i a n t s ,  H e id ro k  from  s to n e - d w e l l i n g  d w a r f s ,  
a n d  G unn laug  from  th e  K ing  o f  E n g la n d . Though t h e r e  a r e  s h a r p  I r i s h  
s w o rd s , b la d e s  o f  s p e c i a l  s h a r p n e s s  an d  a n c i e n t  l i n e a g e  a r e  m ost f r e ­
q u e n t  i n  O ld  N orse  and  E n g l i s h  s t o r i e s .
A f t e r  h e  h a s  lo o k e d  a t  t h e  sw o rd s  from  t h e  s l a i n  t r o l l s '  l a i r ,  
E l r o n d ,  who knows " r u n e s  o f  e v e ry  k i n d , "  e x p la in s  w here  th e y  came from  
and w hat t h e i r  nam es a r e :  "T hey a r e  o ld  s w o rd s , v e ry  o l d  sw o rd s  o f  t h e
H igh  e lv e s  o f  th e  W e st, my k i n .  They w e re  made i n  G o n d o lin  f o r  th e  
G o b lin  w a r s ."  The T r o l l s ,  E l ro n d  s u p p o s e s ,  m ust h a v e  come upon  f o r ­
g o t t e n  t r e a s u r e s  s t o l e n  by  d ra g o n s  o r  g o b l in s  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f
2 1 1t h e  a n c i e n t  e l f  c i t y .  W ith  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  e l v e s  f o r  g i a n t s  
a n d  E lro n d  f o r  H r o th g a r ,  t h i s  p a s s a g e  e c h o e s  t h e  one  i n  B eow u lf i n  
w h ic h  t h e  h e ro  g iv e s  t o  H r o th g a r  t h e  sw ord  w h ich  b e h e a d e d  G re n d e l:
"T hen  was t h e  g o ld e n  h i l t ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  w ork  o f  g i a n t s ,  g iv e n  i n t o  th e  
h an d  o f  t h e  o ld  w a r r i o r  . . .  a f t e r  th e  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e  dem ons, a  w ork  
o f  c u n n in g  c r a f ts m e n  . . . .  H r o th g a r  d i s c o u r s e d ;  he  s c r u t i n i z e d  t h e
^ ^ ^ C u c h u la in . p .  145 .
209 I b i d . ,  p p .  1 3 3 -1 3 4 .
210 Gods an d  F i a h t i n g  Men, p .  2 3 7 .
^H o b b i t , p .  6 1 .
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h i l t ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  h e ir lo o m  upon w h ich  w as i n s c r i b e d  th e  r i s e  o f  t h e
p r im e v a l  s t r i f e  when th e  f lo o d ,  t h e . r u s h i n #  d e e p , d e s t r o y e d  th e  b ro o d
o f  Giants . . . .  A lso  i t  was c o r r e c t l y  m arked  in  runic l e t t e r s  . . .
2 1 2f o r  whom t h a t  sw ord  . . .  h ad  f i r s t  b e e n  m ad e ."  The name i n s c r i b e d
i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  s w o r d 's  f i r s t  ow ner r a t h e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  sw ord  i t s e l f ,
b u t  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i s  e a sy  i n  v iew  o f  t h e  f re q u e n c y  w i th  w h ich  sw ord
names a r e  m e n tio n e d  i n  h e r o i c  f i c t i o n .  H .R . E l l i s  D av id so n  d i s c u s s e s
s e v e r a l  s u r v i v i n g  i n s c r i b e d  A n g lo -S ax o n  sw ord  h i l t s ,  a n d , th o u g h  th e
names i n s c r i b e d  seem  t o  b e  th o s e  o f  t h e  s w o r d s ' ow ners o r  m a k e rs , t h e
i n s c r i p t i o n  on th e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  G i l t o n  sw ord-pom m el may h av e  o r i g i n a l l y
213i n c lu d e d  th e  s w o r d 's  nam e. I n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  m a g ic a l  pow er o f
r u n e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f i r s t  l e a r n e d  when O d in  hung n in e  d a y s  on th e
w indy  t r e e ,  s w o rd s ' r u n e s  do m ore th a n  name a  b la d e  o r  i d e n t i f y  i t s  
214m aker o r  o w n er. A v a l k y r i e  t e l l s  H e lg i  o f  a  sw ord  " t h a t  i s  b e s t  
o f  a l l "  l y i n g  i n  S ig a r s h o lm , an d  t h a t  sw ord  h a s  s e v e r a l  i n s c r i p t i o n s
215on  i t .  " I n  t h e  p o i n t , "  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  " i s  f e a r ,  f o r  i t s  o w n e r 's  f o e s . "
V e r s io n s  o f  a  poem i n  w h ic h  a  v a l k y r i e  t e a c h e s  S ig u rd  s w o rd - ru n e s  a r e
in c lu d e d  b o th  i n  t h e  S ip rd r ifu m a l a n d  i n  The S aea  o f  th e  V o lsu n srs :
R unes th o u  s h a l t  know , a n d  c u t  o n ' th y  sw ord 
I f  th o u  w o u ld s t  h a v e  v i c t o r y ;
On i t s  h i l t  an d  i t s  edge  l e t  th em ^ b e , an d  tv /ic e  
C a l l  on  T y r t o  f a v o r  th e e « ^ ^ °
P e rh a p s  t h e  c a r v in g  o f  r u n e s  o n  b l a d e s  i s  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  a n  I r i s h  b e l i e f
2 1 2 j
^The Sword i n  A iigrlo-Saxon E n g la n d  (O x fo rd , 1 9 6 2 ) , p .  8 2 .
"B eow u lf, 1 1 .  1 6 7 7 -1 6 9 9 .
21
21 4P o e t i c  E d d a . p p . 6 0 -5 1 .
^ ^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 7 7 .
^VolsuniTS. p .  105; P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  3 9 1 .
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t h a t  a n c i e n t  sw ords u s e d  to  t e l l  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  e x p l o i t s  e v e ry  t im e  th e y  
217w ere  d raw n . B u t ,  d e s p i t e  t h i s  and  o t h e r  n o n -G e ra a n ic  sw o rd s w hich  
h ave  th e  e lv e n - h l a d e s • t h r e e  q u a l i t i e s — s h a r p n e s s ,  b r i g h t n e s s ,  a n d  r u n ic  
i n s c r i p t i o n s — T o l k ie n 's  e lv e n - b la d e s  seem  l a r g e l y  i m i t a t e d  from  sw ords 
i n  O ld  E n g l is h  an d  O ld N orse  f i c t i o n .
CONCLUSION
Many s i m i l a r i t i e s  h av e  b e e n  fo u n d  b e tw e en  G a n d a lf  and  O d in . O d in 's  
c h a r a c t e r  i s  a  m ix tu re  o f  good and  e v i l  t r a i t s ;  h en ce  i t  seem s t h a t  
T o lk ie n  h a s  s e g r e g a te d  O d in , th e  v e n e r a b le  f a t h e r  o f  w h i te  m agic  and 
t e a c h e r  o f  r u n e s ,  from  O d in , th e  n e c ro m an c e r and  g l u t t e r  o f  c ro w s , 
a l l o t t i n g  h i s  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  t r a i t s  to  S a u ro n  a n d  h i s  more a t t r a c t i v e  
o n e s  to  G a n d a lf ,  b u t  G a n d a lf  seem s a l s o  to  embody t r a i t s  o f  H e im d a ll, 
F r e y ,  an d  even  T h o r . C om parison  b e tw e en  G a n d a lf  an d  M e r l in  y i e l d s  
many s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  b u t  p e rh a p s  fe w e r  th a n  m ig h t be  e x p e c te d ;  th o u g h  
G a n d a lf  an d  M e r l in  a r e  enough a l i k e  to  embody th e  sam e t r a d i t i o n s  o f  
v d -z a rd ry . M e r l i n 's  c o r r u p t i b i l i t y ,  s e r v i c e  t o  low  p u r p o s e s ,  an d  s k i l l  
a t  c r e a t i n g  i l l u s i o n s  r e s e m b le  m ore t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  f a l l e n  w iz a rd ,  
S arum an , th a n  th o s e  o f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  b u t  u n c o r r u p te d  G a n d a lf .  F i n a l l y ,  
th o u g h  G a n d a lf ' 8  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  many o f  h i s  pow ers re s e m b le  
t h o s e  o f  I t a l i a n  a n d  I r i s h  w iz a r d s ,  h e  h a s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  p o w e rs , an d  h o ly  
p u rp o s e  i n  common o n ly  w i th  th e  C h r i s t i a n  w iz a rd  who h e lp s  to  f r e e  
. B in a ld o  from  A rm id a*s  i s l a n d  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d .
T o l k i e n 's  t r o l l s  a r e  fo u n d , l i k e  t h e i r  N o rse  c o u s in s ,  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  
a n d  th e  d w a r f s ' e n c o u n te r  w i th  them  s u g g e s t s  many s t r a n g e  e n c o u n te r s  i n  
N o rse  a n d  I r i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  b e g in  w i th  a n  a p p ro a c h  t o  a  f i r e  i n
217 Gods an d  F ir r h t in g  Men. p .  CO.
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t h e  w i ld e r n e s s  a t  n i g h t .  The t r o l l s  a r e  o r th o d o x  N o rse  g i a n t s ,  c a n n i ­
b a l i s t i c ,  h a rd -d -an n ed , n ig h t- ro a m in g  c r e a t u r e s  o f  d e a th ,  a s  a r e  t h e  
m o n s te rs  i n  B e o w u lf , and  th e y  s u g g e s t  many g i a n t  o a f s  who a r e  n o t  s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  t r o l l s  i n  I r i s h ,  I t a l i a n ,  a n d  F rench, h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  The 
c a s t i n g  o f  p r i s o n e r s  i n  b a g s  i s  fo u n d  m ore th a n  o n ce  i n  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
s u rv e y e d ,  and  th e  i d e a  t h a t  s u n l i g h t  t u r n s  t r o l l s  i n t o  s to n e  i s  e x p re s s e d  
s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  N orse  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  d w a rfs  a s  w e l l  a s  t r o l l s  seem  to  
h ave  boon  a f f e c t e d  i n  t h i s  way by  s u n l i g h t .  I n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n ,  a s  
i n  much m e d ie v a l l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  n i g h t  i s  th o u g h t  o f  a s  a  t im e  f o r  e v i l  
b e in g s ,  th e  day  f o r  good o n e s .  M a rv e lo u s  sw o rd s  a r e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  l a i r s  
o f  f e l l  c r e a t u r e s  i n  B eow ulf an d  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s a g a s ,  an d  t h e  
sw o rd s from  t h e  t r o l l - l a i r  have  t h r e e  q u a l i t i e s  s h a r e d  by  sw o rd s  i n  
N o rs e , E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h ,  a n d  F re n c h  L i t e r a t u r e ;  th e y  e m it  l i g h t ,  t h e y  
a r e  v e ry  s h a r p ,  an d  th e y  a r e  i n s c r i b e d  w i th  r u n e s .  T h e re  t h r e e  q u a l i ­
t i e s  a r e  a l l  fo u n d , how ev er, i n  B e o w u lf , an d  th e y  o c c u r  v e ry  o f t e n  i n  
O ld  N o rse  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  E x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  The 
H o b b it c o n f irm s  t h a t  B eow ulf and  O ld  N o rse  edda  an d  s a g a  l i t e r a t u r e  
a r e  t h e  m ain  m e d ie v a l i n f l u e n c e s  on T o l k i e n 's  e a r l y  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  
a r e  enough  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  The H o b b it  an d  n o n -G e r­
m anic  m e d ie v a l l i t e r a t u r e — n o ta b ly  A r th u r i a n  n a r r a t i v e s ,  I r i s h  h e r o i c  
t a l e s ,  an d  I t a l i a n  ro m a n t ic  e p ic s — to  s u g g e s t  t h e s e  a s  s e c o n d a ry  
i n f l u e n c e s .
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C h a p te r  F iv e  
R L ngs, R i d d l e s ,  S h r ie k s ,  an d  S k in -c h a n g e r s
Among th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  e v e n ts  i n  P a r t  I I  o f  The H o b b i t , t h e  
a d v e n tu r e s  i n  t h e  l i i s t y  M o u n ta in s  an d  t h e  la n d s  w e s t  o f  M irkw ood, a r e  
B i l b o ’s  f in d i n g  t h e  One R in g  an d  h i s  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  d e a d ly  r i d d l e  con­
t e s t  w i th  i t s  dem en ted  fo rm e r  o w n er, G o llum , A r a t h e r  th o ro u g h  d i s ­
c u s s io n  o f  r i n g s  i s  c a l l e d  f o r ,  n o t  o n ly  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r i n g  s a v e s  
B i l b o ’s  l i f e  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  The H o b b i t . b u t  b y  i t s  c e n t r a l  im p o r ta n c e  
i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in r :s , w h ic h  i s  a  v a s t  a c c o u n t  o f  e f f o r t s  by  th e  
Good t o  d e s t r o y ,  a n d  t h e  E v i l  to  c a p t u r e ,  t h e  v e ry  r i n g  w h ich  B i lb o  
f i n d s  u n d e r  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s , The d i s c u s s io n  v / i l l  i n v o lv e  n o t  o n ly  
p r e c io u s  r i n g s ,  m a g ic a l  a n d  o th e r w i s e ,  b u t  a l s o  o t h e r  t a l i s m a n s  o f  
i n v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  p o w er. A lso  d i s c u s s e d  w i l l  b e  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t s  a n d  
o t h e r  v e r b a l  com bats  w h ich  re s e m b le  t h e  one b e tw e e n  B i lb o  a n d  G o l lu ^ ,  
and  some e f f o r t s  w i l l  b e  made to  i d e n t i f y  s o u r c e s  o f  s p e c i f i c  r i d d l e s  
i n  The H o b b i t .  A n o th e r  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  t e r r i f y i n g  s c re a m  w hich  
G ollum  u t t e r s  when h e  d i s c o v e r s  h i s  l o s s  o f  th e  r i n g ,  f o r  i t  s u g g e s t s  
th e  m ore p o w e r fu l  s h r i e k s  o f  t h e  B la c k  R id e r s  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s .
A s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  P a r t  I I  o f  The H o b b it  i s  t h e  im p o r­
ta n c e  i n  i t  o f  v / i ld  a n im a ls  who h av e  s p e e c h  an d  o t h e r  human q u a l i t i e s  
an d  v;ho a r e  r i d d e n  l i k e  h o r s e s .  The G o b lin s  r i d e  w o lv e s ,  and  B i lb o ,  
G a n d a lf ,  a n d  t h e  d w a rfs  r i d e  e a g l e s ,  a n d  s u c h  s t e e d s ,  how ever uncommon 
i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  a r e  f a i r l y  common i n  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  B eo rn  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  man a n d  b e a r  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e  V/args a n d  E a g le s ,  who h a v e  b o th  human an d  a n im a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  
may b e  ta k e n  i m p l i c i t l y  a s  men who h a v e  becom e b e a s t s ,  a  k in d  o f  t r a n s -
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 0 2
f o r m a t io n  v;hich. o c c u r s  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u rv e y e d .
P e rh a p s  th e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  new c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  
s t o r y  i s  B e o rn , who seem s t o  b e  a  l i t e r a l  em bodim ent o f  some o f  th e  
l e g e n d a r y  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h o s e  w i ld  w a r r i o r s  who w e re  c a l l e d  " b e r s e r k s "  
i n  th e  h e a th e n  N o r th ,  an d  B e o rn ’s  h a l l  may b e  com pared  c l o s e l y  vri.th 
t h e  g r e a t  h a l l s  i n  B eo w u lf a n d  i n  O ld N o rse  f i c t i o n .
RINGS
B i lb o  f i n d s  i n  t h e  G o b lin  c a v e s  a  p r e c io u s  r i n g  w h ic h  m akes i t s  
w e a r e r  i n v i s i b l e ,  g iv e s  him  pow er,^  an d  a c c o r d in g  to  r e v e l a t i o n s  i n  
The L ord  o f  t h e  R infcs, i s  e n g ra v e d  w i th  a  m a g ic a l  i n c a n t a t i o n  a n d  g iv e s  
i t s  b e a r e r  a n  e v i l  k in d  o f  e t e r n a l  y o u th  ( I ,  2 7 8 - 2 8 0 ) ,  Though t h e r e  
seem s to  b e  no r i n g  i n  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e  h a v in g  a l l  o f  t h e s e  q u a l i ­
t i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  many p r e c io u s  r i n g s ,  some o f  them  m a g ic a l ,  a n d  many
m a g ic a l  o b j e c t s  c o n f e r r i n g  i n v i s i b i l i t y ,  p o w e r, a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y .  R in g s
2a r e  m e n tio n e d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  B e o w u lf , an d  th e  p h r a s e  h r i n g a , f e n g e l .
Q
w h ic h  H a l l  t r a n s l a t e s  " th e  l o r d  o f  r i n g s , "  may ev e n  b e  th e  s o u r c e  o f  
t h e  name o f  T o l k i e n 's  t r i l o g y .  T h e re  a r e  two m a in  O ld E n g l i s h  w ords 
m ean ing  ' r i n g ' ,  b'Sag (b s a h )  an d  h r in g .  The fo rm e r ,  i n  t h e  w ords o f  
J o h n  C, P o p e , d e s ig n a t e s  " a n y  o rn am en t o f  p r e c i o u s  m e ta l  b e n t  o r  lo o p e d  
t o g e t h e r ;  a s  a  p l u r a l ,  i n  f o r m u la s ,  v i r t u a l l y  e q u iv a l e n t  t o  money o r
4
w e a l th . "  H r in g  i s  o f t e n  synonym ous w i th  bS ag  b u t  so m e tim es  d e s ig n a t e s  
t h e  n o n - p r e c io u s  c i r c l e t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o f  c h a in  m a i l . ^  Bgag a n d
^H o b b i t . p p . 7 8 , 8 7 .
^Beowu l f , 1 . 2 3 4 5 .
3
H a l l ,  B e o w u lf , p .  1 3 8 .
4
Seven  O ld  E n g l i s h  Poems (New Y ork , 1 9 5 6 ) , p .  150 . 
^ S o e , f o r  e x a m p le , B e o w u lf , 1 1 , 1502 , 2 2 6 0 .
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h r l n c  b o th  o c c u r  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  w h ich  t r e a s u r e  o r  c o in s  
w ould  p e rh a p s  seera n o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  n o d c rn  r e a d e r :  a  r u l e r ,  a s
th e  one  who p a y s  a  body o f  w a r r i o r s ,  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  r i n g - g i v e r , ^
7 8a n d  h i s  hone i s  a  r i n % - h a l l . h i s  t r e a s u r y ,  a  r in s r - h o a r d . B eow ulf i s
p re su m a b ly  c a l l e d  " t h e  l o r d  o f  r i n g s "  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  he  i s  a  r u l e r  and  
p a y s  h i s  r e t a i n e r s  v / i th  p r e c io u s  r i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  r i n g s  a r e  n o t  s a i d  to  
h a v e  pow er b eyond  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  p i e c e s  o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta l .  I n  v iew  
o f  t h e  c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  g re e d  o r  " d r a g o n - s ic k n e s s "  w h ich  seem s so  s t r o n g  
i n  The H o b b i t .^  t h e r e  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  i n  t h e  m a g ic a l  a n d  c o r r u p t ­
in g  o b j e c t ' s  b e in g  a  r i n g ,  t h e  a p p a r e n t  s h a p e  o f  money i n  t h e  O ld Eng­
l i s h  h e r o i c  a g e .  I t  may b e  t h a t  r i n g s  w ere  u s e d  a s  money i n  M id d le -  
e a r t h  a t  some t im e  i n  t h e  T h ird  A ge, f o r  t h e  d r a g o n 's  h o a rd  i s  s a i d  to  
c o n ta in  much t r e a s u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  m a i l  c o a t  "w ro u g h t o f  p u r e  s i l v e r  
t o  t h e  pow er a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t r i p l e  s t e e l , b u t  no c o in s  a r e  men­
t i o n e d .
R in g s  a s  a  form  o f  w e a l th  a r e  m e n tio n e d  i n  The S aga  o f  t h e  V o ls u n g s .
w h ere  Sigm und an d  S i n f j o t l i  come upon  two s l e e p i n g  p r i n c e s  "vriLth g r e a t  •
11 12 g o ld  r i n g s "  and  S i g u r d 's  t r e a s u r e  i s  s a i d  t o  i n c l u d e  " g r e a t  r i n g s . "
The r i n g  w h ic h  l e a d s  t o  S i g u r d 's  d e a th  i s  one o f  t h e  two r i n g s  i n  N orse
^S even  O ld  E n g l i s h  Poem s, p .  5 ; B e o w u lf . 1 . 1102 .
^B e o w u lf . 1 .  1177.
^ I b i d . , 1 1 . 8 9 4 , e t  u a s s im .
9
S ee t h e  d i s c u s s io n  i n  C h a p te r  Two o f  t h i s  e s s a y .
^ ^ H o b b it, p .  2 2 0 ,
11 V o lsu r .g s , p .  6 0 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  1 1 2 .
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m y tho logy  w hich  h a v e , a c c o r d in g  t o  S n o r r i ,  t h e  pow er t o  m u l t ip ly  
13w e a l th .  O d in 's  r i n g ,  D r a u p n ir ,  w h ich  i s  s e n t  b a c k  t o  him  a s  a  remem­
b r a n c e  a f t e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  on  h i s  s o n 's  b i e r ,  d ro p s  e ig h t  g o ld
14r i n g s  o f  e q u a l  w e ig h t from  i t s e l f  e v e ry  n i n t h  n i g h t .  S i g u r d 's  r i n g ,
one  o f  th o s e  ta k e n  from  th e  h o a rd  o f  F a f n i r ,  b e a r s  a  d e a d ly  c u r s e
o r i g i n a t i n g  from  th e  t im e  L o k i s t e a l s  t r e a s u r e  from  A n d v a ri i n  o r d e r  to
15p ay  c o m p e n sa tio n  f o r  H r e id m a r 's  s o n , whom h e  h a s  k i l l e d .  A n o th e r  
r i n g - l i k e  t r e a s u r e  o f  t h e  A e s i r  i s  F r e y a 's  n e c k la c e ,  t h e  B r is in g a -m e n , 
w h ich  i s  t h e  c a u se  o f  an  a d v e n tu r e  when L o k i s t e a l s  i t ,  i s  p u rsu e d  by  
H e im d a ll ,  a n d  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  d e f e a te d  by  th e  w h i te  g o d , who t a k e s  p o s ­
s e s s i o n  o f  " th e  S t o n e . W h e n  B eow ulf i s  re w a rd e d  f o r  c le a n s in g  
H e o ro t w i th  a  g i f t  o f  two a rm -o rn a m e n ts , a  m a n tle  a n d  r i n g s ,  an d  th e
b e s t  n e c k - r in g  th e  a u th o r  h a s  e v e r  s e e n ,  t h e  p r e c io u s  g i f t s  a r e  com-
17p a re d  to  a  n e c k la c e  w h ich  h a s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  sam e name a s  F r e y a 's .  
P o s s ib l y  t h e  B r is in g a -m e n  s u g g e s te d  one o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  i n  S m au g 's  
h o a r d ,  " th e  n e c k la c e  o f  G i r io n ,  L o rd  o f  D a le , made o f  f i v e  h u n d red  
e m e ra ld s  a s  g re e n  a s  g r a s s ,  w h ich  he  g ave  f o r  t h e  a rm in g  o f  h i s  e l d e s t  
s o n ," ^ ^
I n v i s i b i l i t y  i s  w i t h in  t h e  pow er o f  many i n  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a ­
t u r e ,  Though h i s  r i n g  i s  n o t  m a g ic , S i e g f r i e d  d o e s  own a  m agic  c lo a lc
19a c q u i r e d ,  l i lc e  th e  m agic  r i n g s  o f  S ig u rd  and  O d in , from  a  d w a rf ,
13
P ro s e  E d d a , p p . 151 , 7 3 .
’ ^ I b i d . ,  p p . 7 3 -7 4 .
1 5V o ls u n c s . p .  8 7 .
^u p ro s e  E dda . p p . 1 3 -1 5 .
^’̂ B eow ulf, 1 1 . 1 1 9 4 -1 2 0 0 .
TSRobbit, p. 220.
 ̂Q N ib e lu n sre n lie d . p .  2 3 1 ,
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20an d  th e  c lo a k  e n a b le s  him s e c r e t l y  to  h e lp  G u n th e r  v/in and consum m ate 
21m a r r ia g e  w ith  t h e  s h ie ld - m a id e n ,  B r u n h i ld ,  The c lo a k  a l s o  re s e m b le s
B i l b o 's  r i n g  i n  t h a t  i t  a d d s  pow er to  i t s  w e a r e r ,  b u t  t h e  pow er i s  o f
a  m e re ly  p h y s i c a l  s o r t ,  n o t  t h e  s t r a n g e  s t r e n g t h  o f  w i l l  g iv e n  by
T o l k i e n 's  r i n g s :  when S i e g f r i e d  w e a rs  t h e  c lo a k  h e  h a s  " s t r e n g t h  en o u g h ,
22t h e  m ig h t o f  tw e lv e  men b e s id e s  h i s  ow n ,"  A o ib h e l l ,  a  woman o f  th e
S ld h e , p u t s  a  " d r u id  c o v e r in g "  on h e r  l o v e r  b e f o r e  h e  e n t e r s  b a t t l e  so
23t h a t  h e , l i k e  B i lb o ,  may b e  i n v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  b a t t l e ,  an d  th e  
c o v e r in g  m ust b e  so m e th in g  l i k e  a  c lo a k ,  f o r  he  i s  s a i d  to  " th ro v /"  i t
24
o f f  when h e  r e j e c t s  h i s  u n f a i r  a d v a n ta g e ,  M id h ir ,  th e  c h i e f  o f  th e
S id h e . i s  i n v i s i b l e  t o  a l l  b u t  E t a in  on one o c c a s io n  when he comes to  
25woo h e r .  The d r u id  m is t  w h ich  th e  S id h e  seem  a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  a t  w i l l
to  h id e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and  th e m s e lv e s ^ ^  a n d  t o  c o n c e a l  m a g ic a l  t r a n s f o r -  
27m a tio n s  i s  a  s o r t  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y ,  th o u g h  i t  o f t e n  seem s to  b e  o n ly
th e  r a i s i n g  o f  a n  opaque  c u r t a i n ,  When M e r l in  d o e s  " s u c h  a  c r a f t  t h a t
28P e l l i n o r e  saw  n o t  A r t h u r , "  he i s  a c h ie v in g  th e  e f f e c t  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y ,  
w h e th e r  by  r a i s i n g  a  m is t  o r  by  t a k in g  away P e l l i n o r e ' s  e y e s i g h t ,  a n o th e r
20W ib e lu n fre n lie d , p ,  231 ,
^ ’ i b i d . ,  p p . 2 8 0 -2 8 2 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  252 .
23
H o b b i t , p , 267 ,
24Gods an d  F i c h t i n c  Men, p .  87»
^ ^ I b i d , ,  p .  7 5 ,
26 I b i d . ,  p p . 21 1 , 26 1 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  263 .
^ ^ M alo ry , I ,  4 4 .
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te c h n iq u e  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  S id h o .  B a l in  s l a y s  G a r Io n , " t h e  n a r v c l e s t
k n ig h t  t h a t  i s  now l i v i n g ,  f o r  h e  d e s t r o y e th  many good k n i g h t s ,  f o r  he  
30
g o o th  i n v i s i b l e , ” b u t  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  by  w h a t m ethod  G a rIo n
becom es i n v i s i b l e .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  so m e th in g  l i k e  a  d r u id  m is t  w h ich
e n a b le s  Ism en to  t r a n s p o r t  S o lim a n  i n v i s i b l y  th ro u g h  an  arm y o f  f o e s :
The a i r  a b o u t  them  ro u n d  ( a  w o n d 'ro u s  t h i n g ! )
I t s e l f  h e a p s  i n  s o l i d  t h i c k n e s s  d rew .
The c h a r i o t  h id in g  an d  e n v ir o n in g ;
The s u b t i l e  m is t  no m o r ta l  ey e  c o u ld  v ie w .
And y e t  no s to n e  from  e n g in e  c a s t  o r  s l i n g
C ould  p i e r c e  t h e  c lo u d ,  i t  w as o f  p r o o f  s o  t r u e ;
Y e t s e e n  i t  was to  them  w i th in  w h ic h  r i d e ,
And h e a v en  an d  e a r t h  w i th o u t  a l l  c l e a r  b e s i d e .
I t  may b e  n o t ic e d  t h a t  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i s
u s e d  t o  a v o id  com bat o r  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a d v a n ta g e  i n  i t ,  p u r p o s e s  f o r
w h ich  B i lb o  u s e s  h i s  r i n g  on  s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s :  i n  t h e  G o b lin  tu n n e l s ,
i n  M irkw ood, an d  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  F iv e  A rm ie s , th o u g h  h i s  r i n g  d o e s
n o t  i n c r e a s e  h i s  s t r e n g t h  o r ,  a s  T o lk ie n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  s t o p  f l y i n g  
34a r r o w s .
T h e re  a r e  two r i n g s  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u rv e y e d ,  
one  i n  C h r é t ie n  de  T r o y e 's  Y v a in , a n o th e r  i n  A r i o s t o 's  O rlan d o  F u r io s o . 
B o th  g r a n t  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i f  w orn  i n  a  c e r t a i n  v/ay, b u t  th e y  do n o t  h a v e  
t h e  One R in g 's  pow er t o  make i n v i s i b l e  one  who m e re ly  w e a rs  them  on h i s  
f i n g e r ,  Y v a in 's  r i n g ,  g iv e n  t o  him when h e  i s  t r a p p e d  i n  a  h o s t i l e
29 Gods and  F i g h t i n g  Men, p ,  21 3 ,
30
M a lo ry , I ,  6 3 .
31 J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d ,  p ,  207»
32 H o b b i t . p ,  9 4 ,
33 I b i d . ,  p .  155 ,
^ ^ I b i d , ,  p .  2 6 7 ,
32
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c a s t l o ,  h a s  an  e f f e c t  " l i k e  t h a t  o f  th e  b a r k  w hich  c o v e rs  t h e  wood so  
t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  b e  s e e n ;  b u t  i t  m ust b e  w orn s o  t h a t  th e  s to n e  i s  w i th in  
t h e  p a lm ;^ ^  The hand  c o v e r in g  th e  s to n e  a p p a r e n t l y  c a u s e s  a  " b a rk "  to  
c o v e r  t h e  w e a r e r .  Y w a in 's  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  c a s t l e  i s  much l i k e  B i l b o ’ s  
i n  t h e  p a la c e  o f  t h e  E lv e n - k in g :  b o th  move f r e e l y  b u t  p e r i l o u s l y  i n
enemy h a l l s ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  t r a p p e d  by  a n  a u to m a t ic  d o o r .  The r i n g  i n  
O rlan d o  F u r io s o  i s  a c q u i r e d  i n  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  r e s e m b lin g  th o s e  i n  w h ich  
B i lb o  a c q u i r e s  h i s  r i n g ;  B ra d a m a n t, who ( u n l i k e  B i lb o )  knows a b o u t  th e  
r i n g  b e f o r e  s h e  s e e s  i t ,  i s  t o l d  by  a  w is e  woman t h a t  s h e  may r e s c u e  
h e r  R ogero  o n ly  by  m eans o f  a  m ag ic  r i n g  p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  
" le w d  a n d  f a l s e "  man who h a s  G o llu m ’s  g r o te s q u e  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  s m a l l  
s i z e ;
H is  s t a t u r e  i s  tv;o c u b i t s  a n d  a  s p a n ;
H is  h e a d  i s  lo n g  and  g r e y  an d  t h i n  o f  h a i r ;
H is  n o s e  i s  s h o r t  a n d  f l a t ,  h i s  c o l o r  w an, ^ 5
V /ith  b e e t l e  b ro w , e y e s  w a t ’r y  n o t  w i th  t e a r .
D e r iv e d , l i k e  B i l b o ’ s  r i n g ,  from  t h e  E a s t ,  t h i s  m ag ic  r i n g  m u st b e  
p la c e d  i n  t h e  m outh  to  p ro d u c e  i t s  m a g ic a l  e f f e c t ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  c a u s e  
i n v i s i b i l i t y  and  a l t e r  v i s i o n :
T h is  r i n g  c a n  make a  man t o  go u n s e e n ;
T h is  r i n g  c a n  a l l  e n c h a n tm e n ts  q u i t e  d e f e a t .
On s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  i n  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , when F ro d o  i s  on  V /e a th e r-  
to p  ( I , . 253) a n d  on  Amon Hen ( I ,  518) a n d  when Sam i s  a lo n e  o u t s i d e  
S h e lo b ’ s  L a i r  ( I I ,  4 3 6 ) ,  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  t h e  r i n g  c a u s e s  i n  i t s  w e a r e r ’s
35
C h r é t i e n ,  p .  19 3 .
3 5 A r i o s t o ,  p .  8 3 .
37
I b i d . ,  p .  8 3 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 08
3 8s i c h t  i s  d e s c r i b e d ,  an d  though, t h i s  i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  a l t e r a ­
t i o n  c a u se d  by t h e  r i n g  i n  A r i o s t o ,  i t  may p e rh a p s  h av e  b een  s u g g e s te d
39by i t .  I d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  r i n g  o f  " r e a s o n ,"  n o t  o f  p o w er, A r i o s t o 's  r i n g
d i s s o l v e s  i l l u s i o n s  s o  B radam an t c an  s e e  t h a t  a n  e v i l  w iz a rd  c a r r i e s
40
o n ly  i l l u s o r y  arm s a n d  E o g ero  c an  s e e  t h a t  A lc in a ,  who seem s to  be
41
a  b e a u t i f u l  young  woman, i s  a c t u a l l y  a n  a n c i e n t  h a g  s k i l l e d  i n  m ag ic ,
G ollum  c a l l s  t h e  r i n g  h i s  •g ro c io u s , an d  B i l b o 's  u s e  o f  t h e  w ord i n  The
L ord  o f  t h e  B in e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r i n g  i s  g a in in g  a  h o ld  o v e r  him
( I ,  5 9 ) ,  so  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  s e e  A r i o s t o 's  r i n g  c a l l e d  " p r e c io u s "
42
i n  t h e  H a r in g to n  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  O rla n d o  F u r io s o .  A f t e r  B radam ant 
t a k e s  t h e  r i n g  from  i t s  G o l lu m - lik e  p o s s e s s o r ,  s h e  t a k e s  p i t y  on  him 
a n d  s p a r e s  h i s  l i f e ,  a n  a c t  w h ich  s t r o n g l y  r e s e m b le s  B i l b o 's  m e r c i f u l  
r e f u s a l  t o  k i l l  G o l l u m , I n  v iew  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  c i t e d  a b o v e , i t  
seem s p r o b a b le  t h a t  when h e  w ro te  The H o b b it T o lk ie n  was aw are  o f  th e  
a c c o u n ts  o f  m ag ic  r i n g s  i n  V valn  a n d  i n  O rla n d o  F u r io s o  an d  t h a t  t h e s e
44
a c c o u n ts  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  own c o m p o s i t io n ,
38
The a c u te n e s s  o f  h e a r in g  w h ich  th e  r i n g  c a u s e s  may b e  d i s t a n t l y  
d e r iv e d  from  t h e  m ag ic  r i n g  w h ich  g iv e s  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  b i r d  s p e e c h  i n  
C h a u c e r 's  " S q u i r e 's  T a l e , "  1 1 , 1 4 6 -1 5 2 , The Works o f  G e o f fre y  C h a u c e r , 
e d ,  FoN, R o b in so n  (B o s to n , 1 9 5 7 ) , p ,  129 , S u b s e q u e n t r e f e r e n c e s  to  
C h au cer w i l l  b e  t o  t h i s  e d i t i o n ,
39A r i o s t o ,  e d ,  Graham Hough, p ,  8 3 ,
40A r i o s t o ,  e d , R u d o lf  G o t t f r i e d ,  p p , 8 9 -9 0 ,
^ ’ i b i d , ,  p .  157 ,
^ ^ i b i d . ,  p ,  8 8 .
^ ^ H o b b it ,  p p , 9 2 -9 3 .
44
The c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  r i n g  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i n  A r io s to  and 
t h a t  i n  T o lk ie n  i s  s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  
O rlan d o  and  The L ord  o f  t h e  R in c s ,  A r i o s t o 's  r i n g  c h a n g e s  h a n d s  o f t e n  
and  i s  u s e d  by  A n g e l ic a  i n  a  s c e n e  w h ic h , th o u g h  u n l i k e  i t  i n  many 
d e t a i l s ,  h a s  a  p r o f i l e  v e r y  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  s c e n e  i n  w h ich  B orom ir
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M arie  o b j e c t e  w h ich  c lv o  t h o i r  b c a r o r  pow er o r  i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y  a r e
n o t  uncommon i n  m e d ie v a l f i c t i o n .  A r t h u r 's  s c a b b a r d ,  w hich  M organ l o
Fay s t e a l s  from  h im , h a s  su c h  pow er t h a t  he  w i l l  l o s e  no b lo o d  no m a t-
45t o r  how s e v e r e l y  ho i s  w ounded, an d  th e  g i r d l e  t h a t  S i r  Gav/ain con­
c e a l s  from  h i s  h o s t  i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  su c h  pow er t h a t  no man w e a r in g  i t
46c an  be  s l a i n  by  an y  s l d . l l  upon e a r t h .  B e fo re  he  g o e s  f o r t h  to  p ro v e  
h im s e l f  a s  a  k n i g h t ,  t h e  h e ro  o f  t h e  M id d le  E n g l is h  ro m an ce . K in s  H o rn ,
a t t e m p ts  t o  s e d u c e  F rodo  away from  h i s  m is s io n ,  When B o ro m ir 's  t h r e a t  
becom es p h y s i c a l ,  B ilb o  s l i p s  on t h e  r i n g  a n d  f l e e s  th e  d e s e r t e d  p l a c e ,  
l e a v in g  t h e  k n ig h t  o f  G ondor s t a r t l e d  and  e n ra g e d : "The nan  g r a s p e d ,
s t a r e d  f o r  a  moment am azed , an d  th e n  r a n  w i ld ly  a b o u t ,- s e e ld .n g  h e r e  an d  
t h e r e  among t h e  ro c k s  an d  t r e e s "  ( I ,  5 1 7 ) ,  R o g ero , who h a s  a  f l y i n g  
s t e e d ,  a r r i v e s  j u s t  i n  t im e  to  s a v e  A n g e l ic a ,  who h a s  b een  bound n ak ed  
on a  r o c k  a s  fo o d  f o r  a  h id e o u s  s e a  m o n s te r .  B e fo re  he  r e p e l s  t h e  b e a s t  
w i th  h i s  m ag ic  s h i e l d ,  h e  g iv e s  h e r  t h e  r i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  from  t h e  
s h i e l d ' s  e n c h a n tm e n t. Then he b e a r s  h e r  away to  a  d e s e r t e d  g ro v e  i n
B r i t t a n y  w h ere  h e  i n t e n d s  a  m ore l i t e r a l  k in d  o f  s e d u c t io n  th a n  B oro ­
m i r ' s ,  b u t  he i s ,  l i k e  B o ro m ir , a  good man v;ho h a s  b e e n  o v e rp o w ered  by  
a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  l u r e ,  i n  l i i s  c a s e  t h e  l u r e  o f  A n g e l i c a 's  m a g n i f ic e n t  
b e a u ty .  W hile  h e  i s  rem o v in g  h i s  a rm o r f o r  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  p l a y ,  s h e  
u s e s  t h e  r i n g  t o  s l i p  i n v i s i b l y  aw ay , B o r o m ir 's  e x c la m a tio n  when F rodo  
v a n is h e s — " M is e ra b le  t r i c k s t e r !  .  ,  You w i l l  t a k e  th e  R ing  to  S a u ro n  
and  s e l l  u s  a l l .  You h a v e  o n ly  w a n te d  y o u r  ch an ce  t o  l e a v e  u s  on th e  
l u r c h "  ( I ,  517 )— s u g g e s t s  R o g e r 's  c o m p la in t  when A n g e l ic a  v a n i s h e s ,  
th o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  R ogero  i s  i n s a n e l y  a t t r a c t e d  b y  h e r  b e a u ty ,  n o t  by  th e  
r i n g ;
0  c r u e l  and  u n th a n k f u l  w ench (ho  s a id )
I s  t h i s  th e  lo v e  t h a t  I  d e s e r v 'd  t o  f in d ?
D o st th o u  re w a rd  him th u s  t h a t  b ro u g h t  t h e e  a id ?
To th y  p r e s e r v e r  a r t  th o u  s o  unlcLnd?
Talie r i n g  an d  s h i e l d ,  a n d  f l y i n g  h o r s e  an d  me.
T h is  o n ly  b a r  me n o t  t h y  f a c e  to  s e e .
And, l i k e  B o ro m ir , R ogero r u s h e s  m ad ly  a b o u t  lo o k in g  f o r  h i s  v a n is h e d  
v i c t im :
S t i l l  g ro p in g  a s  t h e  w e a th e r  h ad  b e e n  d a rk .
E m b rac in g  o f  t h e  a i r  h i s  a rm s b e tw e e n .
F le e in g  a i m l e s s l y ,  F rodo  comes to  t h e  S e a t  o f  S e e in g ,  A n g e lic a  to  a  
s h e p h e r d 's  c o t t a g e .  The e p is o d e  i n  O rlan d o  i s  fo u n d  i n  t h e  Graham Hough 
e d i t i o n ,  p p . 1 1 4 -1 2 1 .
^ ^ M alo ry , I ,  4 4 .
^®Loom is, Rom ances, p .  3 7 2 ,
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r e c e i v e s  from  h i s  b e t r o t h e d  a  r i n g  s a i d  to  be a s  good a s  an y  u n d e r  th e
s u n .  L ik e  th e  One R in g , i t  i s  e n g ra v e d  w i th  a  p o w e r fu l  i n s c r i p t i o n —
th e  name o f  H o rn 's  b e t r o t h e d — and s h e  t e l l s  i i in  t h a t  i t s  goms h av e  su c h
pow er t h a t ,  i f  he lo o k s  i n t o  thorn and  t h in k s  o f  h e r ,  h e  w i l l  n e v e r  be
47a f r a i d  o f  b lo w s o r  c ra z e d  i n  b a t t l e .  B e s id e s  a  c lo a k  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y
w h ich  g iv e s  him  th e  pow er o f  t h i r t e e n  m en, S i e g f r i e d  a l s o  owns a
t r e a s u r e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  v a g u e , v a s t  an d  d e p e n d e n t  on th e
w i e l d e r 's  s k i l l  l i k e  th o s e  o f  t h e  One R in g ; i t  i s  a  ’'v d .sh in g  r o d  o f  g o ld ,"
an d  he  who knows i t s  n a tu r e  can  b e  " m a s te r  o v e r  e v e ry  man i n  t h e  w ho le  
48
w o r ld ,"  M a rg a re t  S c h la u c h  m e n tio n s  a  m agic r i n g  i n  I c e l a n d i c  rom ance
4 0
w h ich  g iv e s  "d o m in io n  o v e r  t r o l l s , "  a n d  th e  "ch a rm e d  ro d "  o f  U b a ld o , 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w iz a rd  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d , i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e p e l  
s e r p e n t s ,  l i o n s ,  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r  w i ld  b e a s t s  g u a rd in g  A r n i d a 's  
p a l a c e . T h i s  p a s s a g e  s t r o n g l y  r e s e m b le s  t h a t  i n  The L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s  
i n  w h ich  F ro d o  a n d  Sam r e p e l  th e  n a u s e o u s  s h e - b e a s t  S h e lo b  w i th  a  s o r t  
o f  charm ed r o d ,  t h e  s t a r - v i a l  o f  G a l a d r i e l  ( I I ,  4 1 8 - 4 2 0 ) ,  Among t h e  
m a g ic a l  r i n g s  an d  o t h e r  t a l i s m a n s  i n  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  f i c t i o n ,  t h e r e  
seem s t o  b e  o n ly  one w h ich  g iv e s  th e  k in d  o f  pow er g r a n te d  b y  th e  One 
S in g ,  an d  t h a t  i s  S i e g f r i e d 's  v n .s h in g - ro d , b u t  i t  i s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  e v e r  h a v in g  u se d  t h e  p o w e r fu l  t a l i s m a n .
One pow er o f  t h e  One R in g  w h ich  i s  n o t  r e v e a l e d  i n  The H o b b it i s  
t h e  b e s to w in g  o f  a n  unw holesom e s o r t  o f  im m o r t a l i ty ,  w h ic h  i s  why G ollum  
l i v e s  t o  be  h u n d re d s  o f  y e a r s  o ld  an d  B i lb o  b r e a k s  t h e  knovm
47 S a n d s ,  p .  3 1 •
43l î i b e l u n g e n l i e d ,  p .  3 2 2 .
49 Romance i n  I c e l a n d , p .  3 5 ,
^ ^ T a s s o , p .  3 13 ,
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r e c o r d  f o r  h o b b i t  l o n g e v i ty  ( I ,  8 3 -8 4 ; I I I ,  3 8 2 ) ,  The i n c o r t a l i t y  o f
th e  N o rse  g ods i s  n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  s a i d  t o  r e s u l t
from  t h e i r  t a s t i n g  th e  a p p le s  w h ich  Id u n n , a  g o d d e s s , g u a rd s  i n  a  c h e s t
o f  a s h ;^ ^  when Id u n n  i s  a b d u c te d  by  a  g i a n t ,  t h e  A e s i r  s p e e d i l y  becom e
52" h o a ry  and  o ld "  and  f o r c e  L ok i t o  r e g a i n  t h e  a p p l e s .  A p p le s  o f  su c h
v i r t u e  t h a t  " n e i t h e r  a g e  n o r  s o rro w "  c an  to u c h  two l o v e r s  who h a v e  e a te n
53
them  grow i n  a n  I r i s h  p a r a d i s e ,  an d  t h e  b e r r i e s  o f  a  row an t r e e  from
t h e  Land o f  P ro m ise  p r e v e n t  s i c k n e s s ,  r e s t o r e  y o u th ,  an d  i n t o x i c a t e
54an y o n e  e a t i n g  them . T h ese  re s e m b le  t h e  One B ing  o n ly  i n  t h a t  th e y  
a r e  d e v ic e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  e t e r n a l  y o u th ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  fo o d s  r a t h e r  th a n  
t a l i s m a n s .  The m ost fam ous t a l i s m a n  o f  i m m o r t a l i ty  i n  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  H oly  G r a i l ,  a n d  th e  G r a i l  i n  W olfram  von E s c h e n -  
b a c h 's  e l a b o r a t e  t a l e  o f  P a r z i v a l  r e s e m b le s  t h e  One R ing  i n  s e v e r a l  
w a y s . W r i t in g  on th e  G r a i l  a p p e a r s  an d  f a d e s  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c irc u m ­
s t a n c e s  ( I ,  80) an d  t h e  w r i t i n g  i s  t h e  G r a i l ' s  way o f  c h o o s in g  th o s e  
55who s e r v e  i t .  The One R ing  a p p a r e n t l y  h a s  a  p a r t  i n  c h o o s in g  th o s e
who w ea r i t ,  f o r  G a n d a lf  s e e s  G o llu m |s  l o s s  o f  t h e  One R ing  a s  a n  a c t  
o f  v o l i t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  a n  a c c i d e n t :  " I t  c o u ld  make no  f u r t h e r  u s e
o f  h im : h e  was to o  s m a l l  m ean; and  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  s t a y e d  w i th  him  h e
w ould  n e v e r  l e a v e  h i s  d eep  p o o l  a g a in .  So now, when i t s  m a s te r  was 
av/ake o n ce  m ore an d  s e n d in g  o u t  d a rk  th o u g h t  from  ItL rlw ood , i t  ab a n ­
d oned  G ollum " ( I ,  8 8 ) .  The G r a i l ' s  pow er to  s u sp e n d  a g e in g  i n  anyone
^^P ro s e  E d d a , p .  3 9 ,
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  91 .
53Gods and  F i g h t i n g  K en, p .  132 .
54I b i d . ,  p p . 3 6 7 -3 6 8 .
55
W olfram , t r a n s .  M u sta rd  a n d  P a s s a g e ,  p .  252 .
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who lo o k s  a t  i t  a t  l e a s t  o n ce  a  week p a r a l l e l s  t h e  k i n g 's  pow er e x c e p t
t h a t  i t  im p a r ts  a  m ore w holesom e im m o r t a l i ty  th a n  d o c s  S a u ro n ’ s  r i n g ,
a n  im m o r ta l i ty  w i th o u t  t h e  m o ra l  c o r r u p t io n  a n d  " f a d in g "  o f  s u b s ta n c e
w h ich  a r e  th e  One R in g 's  i l l  e f f e c t s .  W olfram  d e s c r i b e s  th e  e f f e c t  o f
th e  G r a i l ,  w h ic h  i n  h i s  t a l e  i s  a  p r e c io u s  s t o n e ,  on anyone  who s e e s
i t  e v e ry  w eek : "H is  a p p e a ra n c e  w i l l  s t a y  t h e  sa m e , b e  i t  m aid  o r  m an,
a s  on  th e  day  he  saw t h e  s t o n e ,  t h e  sam e a s  when t h e  b e s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s
l i f e  b e g a n , an d  th o u g h  h e  s h o u ld  s e e  t h e  s to n e  f o r  two h u n d re d  y e a r s ,
i t  w i l l  n e v e r  c h a n g e , s a v e  t h a t  h i s  h a i r  m ig h t p e rh a p s  t u r n  g r e y ." ^ ^
A n f o r ta s ,  t h e  G r a i l  K in g , i s  k e p t  a l i v e ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  i l l n e s s  an d  e x tre m e
57s u f f e r i n g ,  by  t h e  n e a r n e s s  o f  t h e  t a l i s m a n .  I t  i s  v e ry  p ro b a b le  t h a t  
W o lfra m 's  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  H oly  G r a i l  i n f l u e n c e d  T o l k i e n 's  c o n c e p t io n  o f  
t h e  One R in g , i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R insrs i f  n o t  i n  The H o b b i t .  R in g s  a r e  
m e n tio n e d  o f t e n  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  a n d  N o rse  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  B i l b o 's  s im p le  
r i n g  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  h a s  i t s  c l o s e s t  a n a lo g u e s  i n  C h r e t i e n 's  V vain  an d  
A r i o s t o 's  O rla n d o  F u r io s o .
RIDDLES
A f t e r  B i lb o  f i n d s  t h e  m ag ic  r i n g ,  h e  w a lk s  b l i n d l y  down b l a c k  
t u n n e l s  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  la lc e  w h e re  G ollum  l u r k s , w a i t ­
in g  f o r  p r e y .  The l i t t l e  c a n n ib a l  h a s  j u s t  e a te n  a n d  i s  p u t  o f f  by  
B i l b o 's  sw o rd , s o  h e  p r o p o s e s  a  c o n t e s t  i n  w h ic h  r i d d l e s  a r e  to  b e  a s k e d  
a l t e r n a t e l y .  A d d re s s in g  h im s e l f  i n  t h e  p l u r a l ,  G ollum  p u t s  i t  t h i s  way: 
" I t  m ust h a v e  a  c o m p e t i t io n  w i th  u s ,  my p r e c i o u s s !  I f  p r e c io u s  a s k s ,  
a n d  i t  d o e s n ' t  a n s w e r , th e n  we e a t s  i t ,  my p r e c i o u s s s .  I f  i t  a s k s  u s ,  
a n d  we d o e s n ' t  a n s w e r , th e n  we d o e s  w h a t i t  w a n ts ,  eh? We show s i t
55W olfram , p .  5 6 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  41 1 .
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th e  v/ay o u t ,  y e s ! " ^ ^  T h e re  a r e  n a n y  O ld E n g l i s h  r i d d l e s  p r e s e r v e d  i n
th e  E x e te r  B ook, b u t  t h e r e  seem s t o  b e  no O ld  E n g l is h  r e c o r d  o f  a  r i d d l e
c o n t e s t .  T h e re  a r e  w ord com bats  i n  b o th  th e  P o e t i c  Edda and  t h e  P ro s e
E d d a , b u t  i n  o n ly  one O ld N o rse  s t o r y  d o e s  t h e r e  seem  to  b e  a n y  m e n tio n
o f  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t s ,  o r  in d e e d  o;f r i d d l e s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h i s  i s
The S a ra  o f  K in s  K e id re k  t h e  W ise , w h ich  C h r i s to p h e r  ToUdLen, t h e  so n
o f  The H o b b i t*s a u th o r ,  h a s  e d i t e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h .  The
c o n te s t  h a s  much i n  common w i th  t h a t  b e tw e en  B ilb o  and  G o llum , f o r  one
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  l o s i n g  h i s  l i f e  i f  he  l o s e s  th e  c o n t e s t ,
a n d  th e  t h r e a t e n e d  p a r t y  ( o r  i n  K e id r e k , h i s  p ro x y ) w in s  by  a s k in g  a
q u e s t i o n ,  n o t  a  r i d d l e ,  w h ich  h i s  o p p o n e n t h a s  no way o f  a n s w e r in g .
G e s tu ra b l in d i ,  a  p o w e r fu l  enemy o f  K e id re k , r e c e i v e s  w ord from  t h e  k in g
t h a t  th e y  m ust b e  r e c o n c i l e d  i f  h e  c a r e s  f o r  h i s  l i f e ,  an d  he  p r a y s  to
O din  f o r  h e l p .  A m y s te r io u s  s t r a n g e r  who lo o k s  j u s t  l i k e  G e s tu m b lin d i
so o n  k n o c k s  a t  t h e  m a n 's  h o u s e ,  b o rro w s  h i s  c l o t h e s ,  an d  a s k s  him  t o
c o n c e a l  h im s e l f .  The s t r a n g e r  th e n  v i s i t s  K e id re k  a n d , i n t r o d u c in g
h im s e l f  a s  G e s tu m b lin d i ,  b e g s  f o r  r e c o n c i le m e n t  by m eans o f  a  r i d d l e
c o n t e s t ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  god  d o e s  a l l  o f  t h e  a s ld n g  a n d  K e id re k
a l l  o f  t h e  a n s w e r in g .  A f t e r  many r i d d l e s  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  a n d  a n s w e re d ,
th e  s t r a n g e r  a s k s  one t h e  a n sw e r  t o  w h ich  i n c l u d e s  O d in , an d  th e n  he
c o n c lu d e s  t h e  c o n t e s t  w i th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  u n a n s w e ra b le  q u e s t io n ;
What s a i d  O din
i n  t h e  e a r  o f  B a ld e r
b e f o r e  h e  was b o rn e  t o  t h e  f i r e ?
58 -r
H o b b i t , p . 8 1 , The k n i g h t  i n  C h a u c e r 's  "W ife  o f  B a t h 's  T a l e , "
F l o r e n t  i n  Gow er’s  a n a lo g o u s  t a l e ,  and  K ing  A r th u r  i n  "The W edding o f  
S i r  G aw ain an d  Dame E a g n e l l "  a l l  f a c e  d e a th  u n l e s s  th e y  can  a n sw e r a  
p e r p l e x in g  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  o t h e r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e en  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  a n d  '■ 
The H o b b it seem  s l i g h t .  S ee  R o b in s o n , p .  7 0 3 .
59K e id re k ,  p .  x i x .
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B ecau se  o n ly  O din  knows th e  a n sw e r to  t h a t  q u e s t io n  ( j u s t  a s  o n ly  th e  
w e a re r  o f  a  p a i r  o f  p a n ts  knows f o r  s u r e  w ha t he h a s  i n  h i s  p o c k e t s ) ,  
H e id ro k  r e c o g n iz e s  h i s  g u e s t  and  s l a s h e s  a t  h i n  w i th  a  sw o rd , b u t  O din 
e s c a p e s ,  p ro n o u n c in g  a  c u r s e  on H e id re k .^ ^  The m ost s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  
b e tw e en  th e  two c o n te s t s  i s  t h a t  b o th  end w i th  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  a r e  n o t  
s t r i c t l y  r i d d l e s  and  w h ic h , b y  t h e i r  v e ry  n a t u r e ,  can  o n ly  be  a n sw ered  
by  th e  one a s k in g  them»
I n  The P ro s e  Edda K ing G y l f i ,  a n  a n c i e n t  r u l e r  o f  Sw eden, i s  so  
t r o u b le d  by  th e  c u n n in g  o f  t h e  A e s i r  t h a t  h e  v i s i t s  A sgard  i n  t h e  g u is e  
o f  a n  o ld  m an. I n  V a l h a l l ,  G y l f i ,a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  k in g  named H a rr  'H ig h ' 
a n d  a s k s  i f  t h e r e  i s  an y  w is e  man t h e r e .  The i n t e r r o g a t i o n  game w h ich  
f o l lo w s ,  G y l f i  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s  an d  H a r r  a n s w e r in g , h a s  mapped t h e  e n t i r e  
N o rse  m y th o lo g ic a l  c y c le  b e f o r e  H a r r  a d m its  t h a t  he  knows no m ore to  s a y  
an d  th e  i l l u s i o n a r y  V a l h a l l  v a n i s h e s . H a r r ' s  s ta te m e n t  b e f o r e  th e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n  b e g in s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  G y l f i  i s  i n  d a n g e r  i f  h e  r u n s  o u t o f  
q u e s t i o n s :  " H a r r  s a i d ,  t h a t  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  e s c a p e  w hole  from  th e n c e
u n l e s s  he  w ere  w i s e r . W h e n  O din h im s e l f  g o e s  i n  d i s g u i s e  to  
V a f t h r u t h n i r ' s  h a l l  t o  l e a r n  th e  g i a n t ' s  w isdom , h e  r e c e iv e s  a  s i m i l a r  
t h r e a t  :
F o r th  from  my d w e l l in g  th o u  n e v e r  s h a l t  f a r e .
U n le s s  w i s e r  th a n  I  th o u  a r t .® ^
To w in  h i s  l i f e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  h i s  f re e d o m , O din  u n d e r ta k e s  a  c o n t e s t . o f
q u e s t io n s  a n d  a n sw e rs  w i th  t h e  g i a n t  a n d  f i n a l l y  p ro v e s  h im s e l f  th e
60H e id re k , p p , 3 2 -4 4 .
61
P ro s e  E d d a . p p . 1 3 -8 4 .
^ ^ I b i d . , p .  15 .
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w is e r  when he a s k s  th e  q u e s t i o n  h e  a lo n e  can  a n sw e r:
What sp a k e  O din  h i n s e l f  i n  th e  o a r s  o f  h i s  so n  
E re  i n  t h e  h a l e - f i r e  he burned?® ^
T h o r 's  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  A lv is  i s  a l s o  a  m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  and  d e a th  th o u g h  
t h e  d w arf d o es  n o t  know i t ,  Ko u n a n s w e ra b le  q u e s t io n  i s  n ee d ed  to  
end T h o r 's  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  f o r  i t  i s  o n ly  a  t r i c k  to  k e e p  h i s  d a u g h te r 's  
u n d e s i r a b le  s u i t o r  ab o v e  g ro u n d  u n t i l  t h e  s u n r i s e  t u r n s  him  to  s t o n e .  
Though th e  eddas c o n ta in  o n ly  c o n t e s t s  o f  k n o w led g e , n o t  o f  th e  a b i l i t y  
t o  s o lv e  a n d  p ropound  r i d d l e s ,  t h e s e  c o n t e s t s  h av e  much i n  common v /ith  
t h e  one i n  The H o b b it .  L ik e  B i l b o ,  G y f l i ,  O d in , and  A lv is  a r e  a lo n e  i n  
t h e  abode o f  a  h o s t i l e  p o w e r, an d  G y f l i  and  O din  a r e  t o l d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  l e a v e  u n l e s s  th e y  v/in t h e  c o n t e s t .  B ecau se  O d in 's  i s  a  
q u e s t io n  c o n t e s t ,  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  h t s h o u ld  w in  by  a s k in g  an  unansw er­
a b l e  q u e s t io n ,  b u t  h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  same one he  a s k s  i n  h i s  d i s g u i s e  
a s  G e s tu m b lin d i ,  r e s e m b le s  B i l b o 's  i n  t h a t  i t  can  o n ly  be  a n sw e re d  by  
th e  p e rs o n  a s k in g  i t .  A nd, j u s t  a s  O d in 's  q u e s t i o n  r e v e a l s  h i s  id e n ­
t i t y  to  H e id re k  and  a n g e r s  t h e  k in g  c o n s id e r a b ly .  B i l b o 's  q u e s t i o n —  
"W hat h ave  I  g o t  i n  my p o c k e t? '. '- - r e v e a l s  to  G ollum , even  i f  a f t e r  a  
b r i e f  d e la y ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p r e c io u s  r i n g  and  m akes him  v e ry  
a n g r y , V / i t h  C h r i s to p h e r  T o l k i e n 's  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  a n  i n t e r e s t  
i n  K ing  H e id re k  w i th in  t h e  T o llc ien  f a m i ly ,  i t  i s  v e ry  p ro b a b le  t h a t  The 
S aga o f  K ing  H e id re k  th e  W ise , w h ich  C h r i s to p h e r  T o lk ie n  b e l i e v e s  to  
c o n ta in  th e  o n ly  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  r i d d l e s  i n  O ld  H o rse  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i s  th e  
m ain  s o u rc e  o f  th e  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  i n  The H o b b i t ,  B i l b o 's  c o n t e s t .
P o e t i c  E dda , p ,  S 3 ,
® ^ Ib id , ,  p p , 1 8 4 -1 9 4 .
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h o w ev er, i s  l i k e  th o s e  o f  G y f l i  a n d  O din  i n  t h a t  a  v i s i t o r ' s  a b i l i t y  
to  l e a v e  h i s  h o s t ' s  r e s i d e n c e  i s  made c o n t in g e n t  on  h i s  w in n iq g , 
a n d , anong  t h e  N o rse  w ord co m b ats  e x a m in ed , o n ly  t h e  one b e tw e e n  O din 
and  V a f t h r u t h n i r  in v o lv e s  t h e  c o n t e s t a n t s '  t a k in g  tu r n s  a s k in g  q u e s t io n s  
i n  much th e  sam e v/ay t h a t  B i lb o  a n d  G ollum  d o .
S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r i d d l e s  i n  B i l b o 's  c o n t e s t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  no a n a ­
lo g u e s  among t h e  O ld  E n g l i s h  r i d d l e s  i n  t h e  E x e te r  B ook, t h e  L a t in  
r i d d l e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h ,  A ld h e lm , o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  r i d d l e s  
from  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  b y  A rc h e r  T a y lo r .  P e rh a p s  u n e x p e c te d ly ,  
T o lk ie n  seem s t o  ov/e l i t t l e  to  t h e  O ld E n g l i s h  r i d d l e s ,  w h ich  o f t e n  
d e s c r ib e  m a n u fa c tu re d  p r o d u c t s ,  w h e re a s  T o l lm e n 's  r i d d l e s  a l l  d e s c r i b e  
n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e re  a r e ,  h o w e v e r, a  num ber o f  s i m i l a ­
r i t i e s  b e tw e en  T o l k i e n 's  r i d d l e s  an d  th o s e  i n  A ld h e lm 's  a n d  T a y l o r 's  
c o l l e c t i o n s .  The n in e  r i d d l e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t  b e tw e en  B i lb o  a n d  G ollum  
w i l l  b e  exam ined  i n  t h e  sam e o r d e r  i n  w h ic h  th e y  a p p e a r  i n  The H o b b i t .  
T o l k i e n 's  f i r s t  r i d d l e ,  b a s e d  on a n  a n a lo g y  b e tw e en  t r e e s  a n d  m o u n ta in s ,  
h a s  no a p p a r e n t  s o u rc e  a n d  may h a v e  b e e n  com posed a s  a n  e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  
p h r a s e ,  " r o o t s  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in ,"  w h ich  o c c u r s  tv/o p a g e s  e a r l i e r .
T h a t t h e  s e c o n d  r i d d l e  i s  fro m  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by  T o l k i e n 's
s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  "G ollum  knew t h e  a n sw e r  a s  w e l l  a s  y o u  d o ," ^ ^  a n d  T a y lo r
69g iv e s  s e v e r a l  v e r s i o n s  a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l  to  i t  i n  w o rd in g . T o l k i e n 's  
t h i r d  r i d d l e ,  t h e  a n sw e r  t o  w h ic h  i s  w in d . may b e  o r i g i n a l  .w ith  h im , 
b u t  i t  s u g g e s t s  many p a r a d o x ic a l  r i d d l e s  b a s e d  on th e  w in d 's  i n t a n g i b i -
° ^ H o b b i t , p .  7 9 .
I b i d . ,  p .  8 1 .
59 The r i d d l e s  a r e  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  5 0 3 a , c ,  d ,  and. e i n  A rc h e r  T a y l o r 's  
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l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  A ld h o lra 's  r i d d l e  w h ich  c o n ta i n s  th e  f o l lo w in g  
l i n e s :
None c a n  e sp y  me, none l a y  h a n d s  on  me;
My r u s h in g  v o ic e  s h r i l l s  s w i f t  th ro u g h  a l l  t h e  e a r t h .
B i lb o  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  made up  t h e  r i d d l e  d e s c r i b i n g  " s u n  on  th e  
71d a i s i e s , "  s o  i t  may h a v e  no im m e d ia te  s o u r c e ;  i n  any  c a s e ,  none  i s
a p p a r e n t ,  G ollum  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  h e a rd  s o m e th in g  l i k e  t h e  n e x t  r i d d l e ,
th e  s o l u t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  d a r k , an d  t h e r e  a r e  r i d d l e s  b o th  i n  A ld h e lm 's
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  i n  t h e  E x e te r  Book w h ich  d e s c r i b e  n i g h t  i n  s i m i l a r l y  
72s i n i s t e r  t e r m s .  The p a r a d o x i c a l  r i d d l e  d e s c r i b i n g  an  egg a s  " a
box  w i th o u t  h i n g e s ,  k e y , o r  l i d "  w h ich  h i d e s  a  g o ld e n  t r e a s u r e  r e s e m b le s
a  r i d d l e  e x i s t i n g  i n  many v e r s i o n s  i n  E n g l i s h  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t ,  a s
T o l k i e n , s a y s ,  B i lb o  h a s  n o t  a s k e d  i t  i n  t h e  u s u a l  w o rd s , f o r  t h e  common
73form  o f  th e  r i d d l e  com pares t h e  egg  s h e l l  t o  a  h o u s e ,  n o t  t o  a  c h e s t ,
74The n e x t  r i d d l e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  f i s h , seem s to  echo  p a r t s
75o f  two o f  A ld h e lm 's  r i d d l e s ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  o f  w h ic h  a r e  f i s h  an d  
f l y i n g - f i s h ,^ ^  L ik e  T o l k i e n 's  f i s h , w h ich  i s  " a l l  i n  m a i l , "  t h e  f l y i n g -  
f i s h  i s  " c l o t h e d  i n  s c a l e s , "  a n d  w h e re a s  T o l k i e n 's  f i s h  i s  " a l i v e  w i th ­
o u t  b r e a t h , "  b r e a t h  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a n  a s s e r t i o n  o f  A ld h e lm 's  f i s h . v;ho
70A ld h e lm , p .  5 ,
71 H o b b i t , p ,  8 2 .
^ ^ A ld h elm , p .  59 ; S ,K , G o rd o n , p .  2 9 3 . 
73 T a y lo r ,  p .  179 ,
^ ^ H o b b i t , p ,  8 3 ,
^ ^ T a y lo r ,  p .  17 9 .
76 Ib id ® , p ,  11 .
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s a y s ,  "No "b re a th  /  l i v e n s  my body  v / i th  r e c u r r e n t  g u s t s , "  The r i d d l e
77a b o u t  l e g s  h a s  many a n a lo g u e s  i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  an d  th e  f i n a l  
r i d d l e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  t im e , may b e  o f  T o lk ie n ’ s  own com posi­
t i o n ,  b u t  th e  d r a m a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  pow er o f  e le m e n ta l  t h in g s  i s  fo u n d
o f t e n  i n  t h e  m e d ie v a l  r i d d l e s ;  A ld h e lm ’s  r i d d l e  d e s c r i b in g  w a te r  and
79th e  O ld  E n g l i s h  r i d d l e  d e s c r i b in g  s to rm  a r e  ex am p les  o f  t h i s .
M e d ie v a l a n a lo g u e s  to  t h e  r i d d l e s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e s t  seem  to  be few . M ost 
o f  t h e  r i d d l e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  o r i g i n a l  w i th  T o l l i ie n ,  a d a p te d  by him 
from  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  o r  i m i t a t e d  from  o t h e r  n o n -m e d ie v a l s o u r c e s .
SHRIEKS
V/hen G ollum  d i s c o v e r s  h i s  r i n g  t o  b e  m is s in g ,  he  g iv e s  o u t  a
s c r e e c h  w h ich  s e n d s  a  s h i v e r  down B i l b o 's  b a c k ,^ ^  an d  B i l b o 's  e s c a p e
w i t h  t h e  r i n g  e l i c i t s  a n  even  s t r o n g e r  c r y ,  " a  b lo o d c u r d l in g  s h r i e k ,
f i l l e d  w i th  h a t r e d  an d  d e s p a i r . "  A gain  t h e  s o u n d ’s  e f f e c t  i s  d e s c r ib e d :
" 81"T he c r y  b r o u g h t  B i l b o 's  h e a r t  t o  h i s  m o u th ,"  T h is  i s  o n ly  a  f a i n t  
s u g g e s t io n  o f  t h e  c r i e s  o f  o t h e r  r i n g - b e a r e r s ,  th e  B la c k  R id e rs  i n  
The L ord  o f  t h e  R in g s , w hose v o ic e s  a r e  u s e d  a s  w eapons i n  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  t h e  P e le n n o r  F i e l d s  a n d  f i r s t  h e a rd  b y  F ro d o  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  
S h i r e :  "A lo n g -d ra w n  w a i l  came down th e  w in d , l i k e  t h e  c ry  o f  some e v i l
a n d  l o n e l y  c r e a t u r e .  I t  r o s e  a n d  f e l l ,  a n d  ended  on a  h ig h  p i e r c i n g  
n o t e .  E ven a s  th e y  s a t  a n d  s to o d ,  a s  i f  s u d d e n ly  f r o z e n ,  i t  was a n sw e re d  
by  a n o th e r  c r y ,  f a i n t e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  o f f ,  b u t  no l e s s  c h i l l i n g  t o  th e
77 T a y lo r ,  p p ,
A ld h e lm , p ,  17 ,
79R ,K . G ordon , p p . 2 9 0 -2 9 1 ,
80H o b b i t , p ,  8 8 ,
I b i d , , p .  9 3 ,
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to  th e  b lo o d "  ( I ,  1 3 1 ) , I n  G ondor t h e  s c r e e c h e s  o f  t h e  B la c k  R id e r s
f r e e z e  men i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  b a t t l e ,  " p i e r c i n g  th e  h e a r t  w i th  p o iso n o u s
d e s p a i r "  ( I I I ,  9 9 ) ,  C r ie s  o f  t l i i s  s o r t  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e
l i t e r a t u r e  s u rv e y e d , V/hen G re n d e l r e a l i z e s  t h a t  h i s  d e f e a t  i s  n e a r ,
he  s in g s  a  " t e r r i b l e  so n g "  (p rrv re le o S ) w h ich  h a s  a  s i m i l a r  e f f e c t  on
i t s  h e a r e r s ;  "A h o r r i b l e  f e a r  came to  t h e  I Io r th -D a n e s , t o  e v e ry o n e
82who h e a rd  t h e  s h r i e k i n g  from  th e  w a l l , "  The e f f e c t  o f  t h e  c ry
83s u g g e s t s  F a f n i r ' s  Helm o f  T e r r o r ,  b u t  m ore p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  
a  cow w hich  K ing  E y s t e in  s e n d s  o u t  b e f o r e  h i s  arm y i n  The S a c a  o f  
R ag n ar L odbrok .  She r u n s  a t  t h e  a rm ie s  o f  R a g n a r 's  s o n s ,  m ak ing  su c h
84a  g r e a t  d in  t h a t  t h e  w a r r i o r s  who can  h e a r  h e r  f i g h t  among th e m s e lv e s ,  
f o r  t h e  " d e v i l ' s  pow er" i s  s a i d  to  b e  so  s t r o n g  i n  h e r  t h a t  h e r  how l 
d r iv e s  th e  k i n g 's  enem ies  m ad ,^^  The W elsh  t a l e  o f  " L lu d d  and  L l e f e ly s "  
t e l l s  o f  a  p la g u e  i n  B r i t a i n  w h ich  to o k  t h e  form  o f  a  sc re a m  e v e ry  
M ay-eve , " a n d  t h a t  w ould  p i e r c e  f o l k ' s  h e a r t s ,  a n d  s t r i k e  them  vriLth 
s u c h  t e r r o r  t h a t  men w ou ld  l o s e  t h e i r  hu e  a n d  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  a n d  women 
th e  f r u i t  o f  t h e i r  w o m b s , I n  a n  I r i s h  t a l e  t h r e e  r a v e n s  from  th e  
n o r th  g iv e  " t h r e e  gloom y s c r e e c h e s "  w h ich  t a k e  " th e  c o u ra g e  o u t  o f  th e  
w hole  g a t h e r i n g , "  C h r i s t i a n  k n i g h t s  g o in g  t o  c u t  t h e  e n c h a n te d  f o r e s t  
i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d  a r e  f i n a l l y  r o u te d  by  a  " f e a r f u l  so u n d "  w h ich
® ^Beow ulf, 1 1 . 7 8 3 -7 8 5 .
83V o lsu n .^ s , p* 97#
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  21 7 .
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 1 1 .
M abino .^ ion , p .  SO.
87Gods and  F i c h t i n ^  Men, p ,  2 7 7 -2 7 8 .
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d r i v e s  them  mad v /ith  t e r r o r :
T h e i r  r e a s o n  g o n e , by no d e v ic e  th e y  v /o te  ‘
How t o  g r e a s e  n ig h  o r  s t a y  s t i l l  w h ere  th e y  w ere
A g a in s t  t i i a t  su d d en  d re a d  t h e i r  b r e a s t s  w h ich  sm o te .
W hether u t t e r e d  by  t r o l l s ,  s a c r e d  cow s, r a v e n s ,  o r  i n v i s i b l e  dem ons, 
lo u d  s c r e e c h e s  and  b e l lo w in g s  s e e n  to  h av e  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i t e d  v /ith  
t h e  pow er to  d r iv e  men mad w i th  f e a r ,  so  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f i x  a  d e f ­
i n i t e  s o u rc e  f o r  t h e  s h r i e k s  o f  TolicLen’s  e v i l  c r e a t u r e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m o ti f  o c c u rs  i n  B e o w u lf , a p p a r e n t ly  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  
so  many o t h e r  e le m e n ts  i n  The H o b b i t .
SKIH-CHANGERS
A f t e r  t h e i r  e s c a p e  from  th e  G o b lin  c a v e s ,  t h e  d w a rfs  a r e  s u rro u n d e d
b y  W args, r e s c u e d  b y  t a l k i n g  e a g le s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  s h e l t e r e d  by a  g r e a t
s k in - c h a n g e r  named B e o rn . The s l i in - c h a n g e r  becom es a  b e a r  on c e r t a i n
o c c a s io n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t  seem s a t  n i g h t ,  an d  h i s  name i s  s a i d  to  mean
b o th  'b e a r '  a n d  ' w a r r i o r ' , a  p o i n t  w h ich  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  v iew  o f  th e
f a c t  t h a t  th e  W args h av e  a .n am e w h ich  seem s d e r iv e d  from  a n  O ld  E n g l is h
90w o rd , w e a rc . w h ic h  m eans b o th  'w o l f '  a n d  'o u t l a w ' .  They s p e a k  an
91i n t e l l i g i b l e  la n g u a g e , and  T o lk ie n  may i n t e n d  t o  make a  d i s t i n c t i o n
b e tw e en  V/args an d  o r d in a r y  w o lv e s , f o r  t h e  G o b lin  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  B a t t l e
92o f  F iv e  A rm ies " r i d e  upon w o lv es  and-W args a r e  i n  t h e i r  t r a i n  !" I f
B eo rn  i s  a  h e r o i c  man who can  t a k e  on  t h e  " s k in "  o f  a  b e a r ,  t h e  W args 
may a t  l e a s t  s u g g e s t  f e lo n io u s  men who c a n  t a k e  on  th e  s k in s  o f  w o lv e s .
88T a s s o , p . 2 7 0 .
89H a l l ,  B e o w u lf , p .  x v i i .
90See H a l l ,  D i c t i o n a r y , p .  3 9 9 .
91 H o b b i t . p .  105 .
92 I b i d . ,  p . 2 6 5 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
121
T1Û.S p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  ITorse s a g a s  o f  
s l t in - c h a n g e r s  o f  b o th  k i n d s .  I n  e d d ic  l i t e r a t u r e  t h e  g o d s  s o n e tim e s  
ta k e  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  b i r d s ,  and  p e o p le  who h ave  b e e n  tra n s fo rm e d  i n t o  
b i r d s  a r e  common i n  a n c i e n t  I r i s h  t a l e s ;  s o  t h e  p ro u d , ta l lc in g  E a g le s  
may b e  s e e n  a s  h a lf -h u m a n , h a l f - a v i a n  b e in g s  i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y  a s  s k i n -  
c h a n g e r s . ' Men h av e  a  p ro fo u n d  d e s i r e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  T o lk ie n ,  " to  con­
v e r s e  w i th  o t h e r  l i v i n g  t h i n g s , "  a n d  t h i s  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  th e  r e a s o n  f o r
93w id e s p re a d  t a l e s  o f  t a l ld .n g  b e a s t s .  C e r t a i n ly  t h e  h a lf -h u m a n  w o lv e s ,
e a g l e s ,  an d  b e a r s ,  g ro u p ed  t o g e t h e r  i n  one  p a r t  o f  The H o b b i t ,  a r e
im a g in a t iv e  c o n s t r u c t s  in te n d e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h a t  p ro fo u n d  d e s i r e .  The
e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e  to  s k in - c h a n g in g  w h ich  i n t r o d u c e s  B eo rn  c a s t s  some
l i g h t  on th e  V/args an d  E a g l e s ,  f o r ,  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f
e n c h an tm e n t o r  n o t ,  th e y  may w e l l  b e  im a g in e d  a s  w o l f i s h  an d  a q u i l i n e
men c la d  i n  t h e  p e l t s  a n d  f e a t h e r s  o f  b e a s t s ,
94
G o b lin s  r i d e  w o lv e s  a s  men r i d e  h o r s e s .  T h is  u n s a v o ry  a l l i a n c e  
i s  s u i t a b l e  n o t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  w o lv e s  a r e  s a v a g e ; c a r n i v o r e s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  
th e y  a r e  among t h e  b e a s t s  w h ic h  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d e v o u r  t h e  c o rp s e s  a f t e r  
a  b a t t l e .  G unnar w arn s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i f  A t l i  i n s i s t s  
on r e c e i v i n g  G u d ru n 's  t r e a s u r e  w i th  t h e  f o l lo w in g  f o rm u la :  " I t  may b e
t h a t  th o u  w i l t  g iv e  a  n o b le  f e a s t  h e r e  t o  th e  e a g le  and  t h e  w o l f ." ^ ^  
A f t e r  t h e  a n c i e n t  E n g l i s h  B a t t l e  o f  B ru n a n b u rh , t h e  v i c t o r s  le a v e  
c o rp s e s  b e h in d  t o  b e  e n jo y e d  by  " t h a t  g r e y  b e a s t ,  t h e  w o lf  o f  th e  wood" 
( " ô a e t  g rS b g e  d S o r , w u lf  on w e a l d a " ) ,^ °  A t t h e  s h i p - b u r i a l  o f  B a ld e r ,
93
T re e  and  L e a f , p .  6 5 ,
94 H o b b i t , p .  2 6 5 .
^^V olsun .gs, p .  154 ,
96P̂ o p e , p . 8 ,
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a  G ia n te s s  i s  c a l l e d  f r o n  J o tu n h e ira  t o  p u sh  o f f  t h e  g r e a t  v e s s e l ,  an d
97s h e  a r r i v e s  " r i d i n g  a  w o lf  a n d  h a v in g  a  v i p e r  f o r  a  b r i d l e . "  C oning
i n  f r o n  t h e  f o r e s t  one  Y u le -e v o ,  t h e  t i n e  when e v i l  s p i r i t s  a r e  n o s t
p o w e r fu l ,  H e th in  e n c o u n te r s  a  " t r o l l - w o n a n "  who r i d e s  on a  w o lf  an d  u s e s
98
s n a lte s  i n  p la c e  o f  a  b r i d l e *  I n  a  poem c e l e b r a t i n g  O la f  T r y g v e s s o n 's
p l u n d e r i n g s ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t r o l l s  r i d e  w o lv e s  i s  u s e d  i n  a  v a r i a t i o n
on th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  to  c o r p s e s  a s  t h e  fo o d  o f  w o lv e s :
A t l e n g t h  t h e  S axon  c o r p s e s  l a y
H eaped u p , t h e  w i t c h - w i f e 's  h o r s e s '  p r e y .
The s t e e d s  t h a t  s h e - t r o l l s  r i d e  by  n ig h t  
l a p  up t h e  b lo o d  t h a t ' s  s p i l t  i n  f ig h t,® ®
R ogero  f i g h t s  a  t r o l l - l i l : e  woman m ounted  on a  huge  w o lf  i n  O rla n d o
F u r io so :
She m ounted w a s , b u t  n o t  upon  a  s t e e d ;
I n s t e a d  t h e r e o f  s h e  on  a  w o lf  d o th  s i t ,
A w o lf  w hose m a tc h  A p u l ia  d o th  n o t  b r e e d .
The m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  W args s h o u ld  b e  th o u g h t  o f
a s  l a r g e ,  n o t  t h a t  t h e  G o b l in s  s h o u ld  b e  th o u g h t  o f  a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
s m a l l ,  f o r  H o rse  t r o l l s  r i d e  w o lv e s , a n d  t r o l l s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  s m a l l .
The w o lf  t h a t  th e  g i a n t e s s  r i d e s  t o  E a l d e r 's  f u n e r a l ,  p e rh a p s  alzLn t o
1 0 2t h e  w o lf  t h a t  w i l l  d e v o u r  t h e  m oon, i s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  f o u r  h e r  s e r ie s
103
h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  h o ld in g  i t .  T o l k i e n 's  w o l f - r l d e r s  r e f l e c t  h i s  co n ­
s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  b e l i e f ,  e x p re s s e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  O ld  H o rse  l i t e r a t u r e ,
Q7 p ro s e  5 d d a , p .  7 3 ,
98 P o e t i c  E d d a , p .  2 8 5 .
® ^ S n o rri  S t u r l u s o n ,  H e im s k r in g la , t r a n s .  Sam uel L a in g  (L o n d o n , 1 9 6 4 ) , 
p .  2 8 ,
lO O j^ r io s to , p .  1 5 3 .
TG^See, p .  81 a b o v e .
102p^ogQ E d n a , p .  2 4 .
^ ° ^ I b i d . ,  p .  7 3 .
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t h a t  t r o l l s  and  w i tc h e s  r i d e  on t h e  h a c k s  o f  w o lv e s .  Ho h a s  m e re ly  
t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  p r a c t i c e  to  h i s  G o b l in s ,  who a r e  t r o l l - l i k e  e v i l  b e in g s .
The I r i s h  h e r o ,  G a o i l t e ,  k i l l s  t h r e e  s l-d .n -c h a n g e rs  i n  th e  V a l le y
o f  th e  S h ap es o f  th e  W o lv es , T h re e  s h e -w o lv e s  v/ho h av e  th e  h a b i t  o f
d e s t r o y in g  a l l  n e a rb y  s h e e p  a r e  known t o  b e  t h r e e  s i s t e r s ,  "an d  i t  i s
104e a s i e r  f o r  th e n  to  do t h e i r  ro b b e r y  a s  w o lv e s  th a n  a s  wom en," F i r s t  
C a o i l t e  l u r e s  them  o u t  vri.th m u s ic ,  b u t  he  c a n n o t  Ic L ll th e n  u n t i l  he  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  l i s t e n  to  m usic  a s  women r a t h e r  th a n  a s  w o lv e s , 
" a n d  th e y  th re w  o f f  t h e  d a rk  t r a i l i n g  c o v e r in g s  t h a t  w ere  a b o u t  th e m ." ^ ^ ^  
The S a ra  o f  th e  V o ls u n g s . w h ic h  i s  r i c h  i n  o t h e r  p a r a l l e l s  to  T o lid .e n 's  
f i c t i o n ,  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  two s k in - c h a n g e r s  from  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v ie w . 
W hile  Sigm und a n d  S i n f j o t l i  a r e  l i v i n g  a s  o u tla v /s  ("T hey  f a r e d  f a r  and  
w ide  i n  t h e  w oods t h a t  summer a n d  s le w  men t o  g a in  b o o ty  f o r  them ­
s e l v e s . " ) ,  th e y  cone upon two s l e e p i n g  p r in c e s  who h a v e  h a n g in g  o v e r  
them  two w o lf-s Ic L n s , The " e v i l  f a t e "  o f  t h e  p r i n c e s  i s  t h a t  th e y  c a n n o t 
come o u t  o f  t h e  s ld .n s  e x c e p t  e v e ry  f i f t h  d a y , a n d  t h e  s ld .n s  t r a n s f o r m  
t h e i r  w e a r e r s  i n t o  g r e a t  w o lv e s . Sigm und a n d  S i n f j o t l i  t r y  on th e  
s lc in s ,  an d  f o r  f i v e  d a y s  th e y  l o s e  n o t  o n ly  human s h a p e  b u t  th e  pow er 
o f  human s p e e c h :  "The two how led  l i k e  w o lv e s  b u t  e i t h e r  u n d e r s to o d
th e  o t h e r ' s  v o i c e . T h e y  go s e p a r a t e  w a y s , k i l l i n g  e ig h t e e n  men 
b e tw een  th em , b u t  Sigm und wounds h i s  s o n  i n  a  w o l f i s h  a rg u m e n t a n d , 
c u r s in g  th e  w o l f - s k i n s ,  w a i t s  p e a c e f u l l y  u n t i l  t h e  f i v e  d a y s  a r e  p a s t  
a n d  th e n  b u r n s  t h e  s lduns, " p r a y in g  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  n e v e r , harm  a n o th e r
^ ^ ^Gods an d  F i c h t i n e  K en. p .  2 8 2 ,
^ ° ^ I b i d . ,  p .  28 3 .
105 'v o lsu n e rs . p .  5 0 ,
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n a n ,” Sigmund and  h i s  so n  a r e  Y/oar/ras i n  b o th  s e n s e s ,  'o u t l a w s ' 
a n d  'w o l v e s ' ,  and  l i k e  T o l k i e n 's  ï ïa r g s ,  th e y  l i v e  i n  t h e  woods a n d  p la n  
d e a d ly  m id-sum m er r a i d s  a g a i n s t  g ro u p s  o f  men i n  a  la n g u a g e  w h ich  i s  
inhum an b u t  i n t e l l i g i b l e .  T o l k i e n 's  V/args a r e  u n l ik e  a c t u a l  w o lv es  
i n  t h a t  th e y  c an  t a l k  an d  t h a t  th e y  o r g a n iz e  r a i d s  i n  c o o p e r a t io n  w i th  
hum anoid b e in g s ;  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  a lo n g  v / i th  th e  a m b ig u ity  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  
O ld  E n g l i s h  s o u rc e  o f  t h e i r  nam e, go a  lo n g  way to w a rd  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  
th e y  a r e  a  l a r g e  g ro u p  o f  o u t la w s  w rap p ed , l i k e  Sigm und an d  S i n f j o t l i ,  
i n  th e  e n c h a n te d  s k in s  o f  w o lv e s .  A n o th e r  w o l f i s h  s k in - c h a n g e r  i s  su g ­
g e s te d  i n  The S aca  o f  t h e  V o ls u n r s .  K ing  S i g g e i r  b in d s  t h e  t e n  s o n s  
o f  V o lsung  i n  a  s to c k ,  a n d  a  s h e -w o lf  em erges from  th e  f o r e s t  to  e a t  
n in e  s o n s  on  n in e  s u c c e s s iv e  n i g h t s  u n t i l  Sigm und f i n a l l y  k i l l s  h e r ,
" a n d  i t  i s  t h e  s a y in g  o f  some men t h a t  t h a t  same w o lf  w as th e  m o th e r
o f  K ing S i g g e i r ,  v;ho p u t  on t h i s  sh a p e  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t r o l l d o n  and
,,108s o r c e r y . "
T o U îie n  l i s t s ,  among t h e  " o ld  a m b it io n s  an d  d e s i r e s "  w h ich  f a i r y -
s t o r i e s  b e g in  to  s a t i s f y ,  " t h e  lo n g in g  f o r  t h e  g r a c io u s  e c o n o m ic a l f l i g h t  
109o f  a  b i r d , "  a n d  t h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a  d e s i r e  w h ich  th e  n a rro w  e s c a p e  
from  f la m in g  t r e e s  an d  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  f l i g h t  to  th e  C a rro c k  i n  The Hob­
b i t  b e g in  t o  s a t i s f y .  The e a g le s  do n o t  n o t i c e  B i lb o  when th e y  r e s c u e
110t h e  d w a r f s ,  so  h e  e s c a p e s  t h e  f i r e  o n ly  by c l i n g in g  to  t h e  l e g s  o f  D o r i ,  
a n  im age w h ic h  s u g g e s t s  L o l î i 's  p o s i t i o n  once  i n  t h e  P r o s e  E d d a .  Swing­
in g  a  s t i c k  to  s t r i k e  a  h uge  e a g le  v/ho i s  t a k i n g  h i s  fo o d ,  L o k i f i n d s
107 V o ls u n g s , p .  6 2 ,
1 0 8 ^ ^ .^I b i d . ,  p .  5 5 ,
109
T re e  and L e a f , p .  6 5 .
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h im s e l f  c a r r i e d  a l o f t  when th e  s t i c k  a d h e re s  to  th e  e a g le  a n d  th e  b i r d
ta k e s  f l i g h t . L i k e  B i lb o ,  who m oans, "my a rm s , my a rm s ," ^ ^ ^  L ok i
113t h in k s  t h a t  h i s  arm s may b e  t o r n  form  h i s  s h o u ld e r s .  The e a g le ,  who 
i s  a c t u a l l y  an  e v i l  g i a n t ,  f o r c e s  L oki t o  sw e a r  to  d e l i v e r  Id u n n  a n d  h e r  
a p p le s ,  so  L ok i b r in g s  h e r  t o  a  f o r e s t  w here  th e  m o ti f  o f  a n  e a g le  c a r r y ­
in g  a  p e rs o n  i s  r e p e a t e d ,  t h i s  t im e  a s  t h e  t ra n s fo rm e d  g i a n t  a b d u c ts  
I d u n n . I n  a  F re n c h  rom ance a b o u t  A le x a n d e r  th e  G r e a t ,  t h e  y o u th f u l  
p u p i l  o f  A r i s o t l e  f l i e s  i n  a  c h a i r  s t r a p p e d  b e tw e en  two huge g ry p h o n s ,^
I n  The H ouse o f  Fame. C h au cer d e s c r ib e s  a  dream  i n  w h ic h  he  f i n d s  him­
s e l f  on a  v a s t ,  f e a t u r e l e s s  p l a i n  a n d , p r a y in g  f o r  h e lp ,  s e e s  a  g o ld e n  
e a g le  o v e rh e a d . The d rea m er t e l l s  how th e  g r e a t  b i r d  d e s c e n d s :
And w i th  hy s grymme pawes s t r o n g e ,
V /ithyn hy s s h a rp e  n a y le s  lo n g e .
Me, f l e y n g e ,  i n  a  swap h e  h e n te .
And 7/ i t h  hys s o u r s  ay  en up  w e n te .
Me c a ry in g e  i n  h i s  c la w es  s t a r k e  
As l y g h t l y  a s  I  w ere  a  l a r k e ,  (1 1 , 541 -545 )
L ik e  T o l k i e n 's  e a g l e s ,  t h e  g o ld e n  b i r d  sp e a lis  " i n  m annes v o i s , "  an d  h i s
116f i r s t  w ords to  G e o f fre y  a r e ,  "Awakl And be .n o t a g a s t  s o ,  f o r  sh a m e ,"
T h is  c o n d e sc e n d in g  r e a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no d a n g e r  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s
t h e  e a g l e 's  f i r s t  w ords to  B i lb o  when th e  h o b b i t  i s  a b l e  to  r i d e  him
n o rm a l ly :  " D o n 't  p in c h !  ,  ,  ,  You n eed  n o t  b e  f r i g h t e n e d  l i k e  a  r a b b i t ,
117
even  i f  you  lo o k  r a t h e r  l i lc e  o n e ,"  P e o p le  r i d e  b i r d s  s e v e r a l  t im e s
 ̂  ̂ ^P ro s e  E d d a . p , 9 0 ,
 ̂  ̂^ H o b b it . p .  111,
113P ro s e  E d d a . p ,  9 0 ,
114 I b i d , ,  p ,  9 0 , •
^L oom is, Rom ances, p ,  24 0 ,
^ ^ ° 1 1 , 5 5 6 -5 5 7 ,
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i n  The L ord  o f  th e  P i n e s ; G a n d a lf  i s  r e s c u e d  from  O rth a n c  by  an  e a g le
( I ,  3 4 3 ) ,  an d  th e  B la c k  R id e r s  r i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  u n p le a s a n t  fo w ls  ( I ,
5 0 1 -5 0 2 , e t  n a s s im )» Though no m ore b i r d  th a n  h o r s e ,  th e  H ip p o g r i f f  i n
O rlan d o  F u r io s o  r e s m b le s  t h e s e  f a b u lo u s  s t e e d s .  B e c a u se  o f  th e
s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e en  L o k i’ s  c l i n g i n g  t o  a  s t a f f  an d  B i l b o 's  c l i n g i n g  t o
D o r ic s  f e e t  an d  o f  th e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  g o ld e n  e a g l e ' s  s p e e c h  to
G e o f f re y  a n d  t h e  E a g l e 's  s p e e c h  to  B i l b o ,  The P ro s e  Edda a n d  t h e  House
o f  Fame seem  th e  m ost p r o b a b le  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s  f o r  T o l k i e n 's  a c c o u n ts
o f  p e o p le  c a r r i e d  by  e a g le s .
T o l k i e n 's  t a l k i n g  e a g le s  may w e l l  b e  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  s k i n -
c h a n g e r s ,  common i n  m e d ie v a l  N o rse  a n d  I r i s h  f i c t i o n ,  v/ho h a v e  ta k e n  on
th e  f e a t h e r  c lo a k s  o f  b i r d s .  The e a g le  who a b d u c ts  Id u n n  i s  a c t u a l l y
119
th e  g i a n t  T h ja z i  " i n  l i i s  e a g l e ' s  p lu m a g e ,"  a n d  L o k i r e g a i n s  th e
a p p le s  by f l y i n g  t o  J o tu n h e im  i n  t h e  " h a w k 's  p lum age" v /h ich  h e  b o rro w s  
1 2 0from  F r e y a .  I n  t h e  T h rv m sk v ith a  L o k i f l i e s  a g a in  to  J o tu n h e im  i n
121F r e y a 's  " f e a t h e r - d r e s s , "  t h i s  t im e  to  lo o k  f o r  T h o r 's  m is s in g  ham m er,
O din  t r a n s f o r m s  h im s e l f  i n t o  a  hav/k t o  e s c a p e  K ing  H e i d r e k 's  w ra th  a t
1 2 2t h e  end o f  t h e i r  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t ,  a n d  th e  huge  b i r d  w h ic h  o p p o se s
a  D a n ish  w a r lo c k ’ s  r e c o n a is s a n c e  o f  I c e l a n d  p r o b a b ly  r e p r e s e n t s  th e
123e x t e r n a l  s o u l  o f  E y o lf  V a lg e rd w o n , a n  I c e l a n d i c  c h i e f t a i n .  I n  t h e  
118A r i o s t o ,  p ,  9 0 , ^  p a s s im ,
119P ro s e  E d d a , p ,  9 0 ,
1 20^  I b i d . ,  p ,  9 1 .
1 21 P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  1 7 5 ,
 ̂^ ^ H e id re k , p ,  4 4 ,
123
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V o lu n d a rk v i th a  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  corse upon t h r e e  women who h a v e  "sw an -
1 24g a rm e n ts "  b e s id e  th em , " f o r  th e y  w ere  V a l k y r i e s . "  When G lodcudd  an d
h e r  lo v e r  c o n t r i v e  to  k i l l  h e r  l o r d ,  he  i s  p i e r c e d  v /ith  a  s p e a r  b u t ,
r a t h e r  th a n  d y in g  a n  o r d in a r y  d e a th ,  f l i c s  up  " i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  a n  e a g le "
125an d  i s  s e e n  no m ore u n t i l  Gwydion d i s e n c h a n t s  him  w i th  a  m ag ic
1 26 127w and. H is  w i f e  i s  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a n  ow l f o r  h e r  t r e a c h e r y .
C u c h u la in  a c c i d e n t a l l y  wounds a  k i n g 's  d a u g h te r  who h a s  f lo w n  t o  v i s i t
128him  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  b i r d .  The f a t h e r  o f  C o n a ire  i s  a  b i r d  who,
129a f t e r  l e a v i n g  l i i s  " b i r d s k i n , "  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a n  o r d in a r y  m an, and 
C o n a ire  m e e ts  w i th  îïem g lan , a  Icing o f  b i r d s ,  when h e  f o l lo w s  g r e a t  
s p e c k le d  b i r d s  down t o  t h e  o c e a n : "T hey l e f t  t h e i r  b i r d s k i n s ,  an d  i t
was men h e  saw  b e f o r e  h im , a n d  th e y  t u r n i n g  to  f a c e  him  w i th  s p e a r s  a n d
1 3Q
s w o rd s ."  Even t h e  w in e h e rd s  o f  t h e  S id h e  h a v e  k now ledge  o f  e n c h a n t­
m e n t, an d  tw o s w in e h e rd s  o f  r i v a l  k in g  a r e  s e e n  q u a r r e l i n g  i n  th e
131
s h a p e s  o f  r a v e n s  b e f o r e  th e y  ch an g e  b a c k  i n t o  m en. B r ia n  a n d  h i s
b r o t h e r s  c h an g e  th e m s e lv e s  i n t o  s w i f t  hav/ks i n  o r d e r  t o  s t e a l  t h r e e  
132a p p l e s ,  an d  on one  o c c a s io n  F i n n 's  u n c l e ,  L a b ra n , f l i e s  o v e r  t h e  
124 P o e t i c  E d d a , p .  2 5 4 ,
1 25I-Iabino.gion. p .  7 1 .
1 26 I b i d . ,  p .  7 3 .
1 27
I b i d . ,  p .  7 4 .
^ ^ C u c h u la in , p .  4 1 .
1 29 I b i d . ,  p .  8 4 .
130^.
l o a d » ,  p .  8 o .
131
I b i d . ,  p .  2 6 9 .
132Gods an d  F is rh t ir .g Men, p .  3 7 .
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133s e a  " in . t h e  sh a p e  o f  a  g r e a t  e a g l e . "
A p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  t h e  E a g le s  a r e  t o  be  r e g a r d e d  
a s  s l t in - c h a n g e r s  i s  t h e i r  w e a r in g  g o ld e n  o rn a m e n ts ,  "T he l o r d  o f  t h e  
e a g l e s , "  T o lk ie n  w r i t e s ,  "becam e i n  a f t e r  d a y s  t h e  K ing  o f  A l l  B ir d s  
an d  w ore a  g o ld e n  c ro w n , a n d  h i s  f i f t e e n  c h i e f t a i n s  g o ld e n  c o l l a r s  .  .
.  A g o ld e n  o rn a m e n t on th e  n e c k  o f  a  b i r d  i s  a n  i n f a l l i b l e  s i g n
i n  t h e  O ld I r i s h  t a l e s  t h a t  t h e  b i r d  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  p e r s o n  u n d e r  e n c h a n t­
m en t. The b i r d s ,  l in lc e d  w i th  g o ld  an d  s i l v e r  c h a in s ,  who l e a d  to  t h e
135p la c e  o f  C u c h u la in * s  b i r t h  a r e  a c t u a l l y  D e c h t i r e  a n d  h e r  f i f t y  m a id e n s .
Angus f i n d s  h i s  e n c h a n te d  lo v e  among a  f l o c k  o f  b i r d s  w i th  " s i l v e r  c h a in s
a b o u t  t h e i r  n e c k s . " W h e n  C u c h u la in  a n d  L aeg  s e e  tw o b i r d s  " l i n k e d
t o g e t h e r  w i th  a  c h a in  o f  r e d  g o l d , "  L aeg w a rn s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e n c h a n t—
137m ent b e h in d  th o s e  b i r d s . "  When t h e  h e ro  s t r i k e s  one  w i th  h i s  s p e a r ,
138th e y  t u r n  i n t o  women, E t a i n  a n d  I ^ id h i r  e s c a p e  E o c h a rd  b y  becom ing
139two sw a n s , " l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  by a  c h a in  o f  g o l d . "  Though T o l k i e n 's  
e a g le s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a b l e  t o  ch an g e  i n t o  m en, th e y  h av e  q u a l i t i e s  
i n  common w i th  s k in - c h a n g e r s  v;ho becom e b i r d s  i n  N o rse  a n d  I r i s h  f i c t i o n ;  
t h e y  a r e  l a r g e ,  th e y  c a n  s p e a k  l i k e  m en, an d  w e a r g o ld e n  o rn a m e n ts .
The pow er t o  becom e a v ia n  i s  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  p o s s e s s e d  b y  g o d s , 
f a i r i e s ,  an d  r o y a l t y  i n  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  T o l k i e n 's  e a g le s
^^^G ods an d  F ig h tin g :  Men, p .  2 3 5 .
'*^^ H o b b it , p .  1 1 6 ,
^ ^ ^ C u c h u la in .  p p . 3 - 4 ,
136
I b i d . ,  p .  1 4 7 .
137
I b i d . ,  p .  1 7 7 .
• T ^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  1 7 8 .
139Gods an d  F i g h t i n g  Men, p .  9 9 .
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a r c  a  " p ro u d  and  s t r o n g  and  n o b lo - h c a r t c d "  r a c e .
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140
B eo rn  i s  s a i d  to  b e  a  " s k i n - c h a n g e r , "  w h ich  i s  a  l i t e r a l  t r a n s l a -  
141t i o n  o f  Olf h g r ra m ^ r , a  w ord w h ich  a l s o  r e f e r s  to  th e  s t a t e  o f  w a r l ik e
1 42f u r y  c h a r a c t e r i s i n g  N o rse  " b e r s e r k s . "  A compound form ed o f  w ords
m ean ing  'b e a r *  and  ' s h i r t ' ,  ' p e l t ' ,  th e  w ord  r e f e r s  to  " a  w i ld  w a r r io r
o f  th e  h e a th e n  a g e ,"  a n d , i n  t h e  w ords o f  C h r i s to p h e r  To H e le n ,
" B e r s e r k s  w ere  s a i d  to  f i g h t  w i th o u t  c o r s e l e t s ,  r a g in g  l i k e  w o lv e s  w i th
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  b e a r s ,  an d  m ig h t b e  r e g a r d e d  a lm o s t  a s  s h a p e - c h a n g e r s ,
1 44v/ho a c q u i r e d  th e  s t r e n g t h  and  f e r o c i t y  o f  b e a s t s . "  C le a r ly  B eo rn  
i s  a  l i t e r a l  em bodim ent o f  th e  N o rse  b e r s e r k ,  ch an g ed  o n ly  b y  th e  
re m o v a l o f  th e  " a lm o s t"  from  C h r i s to p h e r  T o l k i e n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n :  he  i s
a  s h a p e - c h a n g e r  w i th  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and  f e r o c i t y  o f  b e a s t s .  B eo rn  a p p e a r s  
i n  h i s  huge " b e a r 's  sh a p e "  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  F iv e  A rm ies and  r o u t s  th e  
G o b lin  h o s t  a s ,  u n arm o red  b u t  u n d a u n te d  b y  s p e a r s ,  h e  r o a r s  " l i k e
drum s an d  g u n s"  an d  t o s s e s  "w o lv e s  an d  g o b l in s  from  h i s  p a th  l i k e  s tr a v /s
145 146a n d  f e a t h e r s . "  B eov /u lf, who i s  " s t r o n g e s t  o f  m ankind  i n  m ig h t"
a n d  who d e f e a t s  G re n d e l i n  a  c o n t e s t  o f  b e a r - l i k e  w r e s t l i n g ,  h a s  a
name w h ic h  w ould  b e  q u i t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a  b e r s e r k  i f  one e tym o logy
te rm e d  " e m in e n t ly  p l a u s i b l e "  b y  K la e b e r  i s  c o r r e c t ;  B eow u lf may d e r iv e
from  a  fo rm  m ean ing  'b e e - w o l f ,  w h ich  may b e  ta k e n  i n  th e  s e n s e  o f
140H o b b i t . p .  108.
141 S c h la u c h , Rom ance, p .  1 3 .
142 Z oega , p .  183 .
^ ^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  5 0 , 3 56 ; H e id re k , p .  9 3 .
144
H e id re k , p .  9 3 .
145H o b b i t , p .  274 ,
146B e o v m lf, 1 .  195 .
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• b e a r ’ ( th e  r a v a g e r  o f  h i v o s ) .^ ^ ^  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  B eorn  i c  a  b e e -k e e p e r
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and  honey i s  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  h i s  d i e t .  B e r s e r k s  a s  f e a r f u l  w a r r i o r s
who a r e  a lm o s t  in v u ln e r a b l e  to  w eapons a p p e a r  o f t e n  i n  ON h e r o i c  l i t e r a ­
t u r e .  T hor b r a g s  o f  h a v in g  d e f e a te d  b e r s e r k s  i n  th e  H a r b a r th s l . j o th ,^
an d  E u n n lau g  f i g h t s  a b e r s e r k  who i s  i n v u ln e r a b l e  to  a l l  w eapons b u t  a  
1 50'
c e r t a i n  sw o rd . The b e r s e r k s  s l a i n  by G r e t t i r  a t  l la ra m a rse y  a r e  o n ly  
r u f f i a n s  a n d  p i r a t e s ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  " b ig g e r  an d  s t r o n g e r  th a n  o r d in a r y
m en ,"  an d  when th e y  f a l l  i n t o  a  " b e r s e r k 's  f u ry "  n o th in g  can  s t a n d  b e f o r e
151th em . The b e r s e r k s  i n  The S a^ a  o f  King; H e id re k  th e  V/ise how l w h i le
th e  b e r s e r k 's  f r e n z y ,  th e  e q u iv a l e n t  o f  B e o r n 's  " b e a r 's  s h a p e ,"  i s  i n
p o s s e s s io n  o f  them . A f o e  who s e e s  them  d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h ;
F e a r  b e s e t  me 
f o r  a  s i n g l e  moment 
a s  th e y  l e f t  t h e  lo n g s h ip s  
lo u d ly  b e l lo w in g ,  
c ry in g  t e r r i b l y  
c lim b e d  th e  i s l a n d ,  
tw e lv e  to g e th e r^  
i n g l o r i o u s  men.
A b e r s e r k  i n  The Saga o f  G i s l i  i s  named B jo r n ,^ ^ ^  a n d  M a rg a re t  S c h la u c h  
r e f e r s  to  a  s a g a  i n  w h ich  a  man m ust becom e a  b e a r  a t  n i g h t , a  p o i n t  
w h ich  may h av e  s u g g e s te d  th e  g ro w lin g  a n d  s c u f f l i n g  B i lb o  h e a r s  a t  n i g h t
147B e o w u lf ,  p .  XXV,
^^^H obbit. p .  119.
149 P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  133 ,
^ ^ ^ S c a r g i l l ,  p ,  2 3 , •
 ̂ G r e t t i r .  p , 45 ,
152H e id re k , p .  5 .
1 53G eorge  J o h n s to n ,  t r a n s , ,  The S aga o f  G i s l i  (T o ro n to , 1 9 6 3 ) ,
p ,  1 ,
154 S c h la u c h , S o n a n c e . p .  131 .
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i n  B e o r n 's
I n  th e  H c im s k r in r la , A s t r i d  an d  h e r  g u id e s  a r e  f l e e i n g  f r o a  a  t r o o p  
o f  arm ed men who a r e  p u r s u in g  them  when th e y  come to  a  r e g i o n  c a l l e d  
S k o n . "H ero  th e y  sav; a  l a r g e  m a n s io n , to w a rd s  w h ich  th e y  w en t and  
b eg g ed  a  n i g h t ' s  lo d g in g .  F o r  t h e  salce o f  c o n c e a lm e n t th e y  w e re  c l a d  
i n  mean c l o t h i n g .  T h e re  d w e lt  h e r e  a  b o n d e r  c a l l e d  B io r n  E d d e r q u is e ,  
who was v e ry  r i c h ,  b u t  v e ry  i n h o s p i t a b l e , " ^ T h e r e  a r e  many p a r a l l e l s  
b e tw e e n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d w a rf  compnay a f t e r  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  
down on t h e  C a r ro c k , The d w a rfs  a r e  e a s t  o f  th e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s , an d  
Skon i s  t h e  nam e, a c c o r d in g  to  J a c q u e l in e  S im pson , o f  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s
157
" e a s t  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in s ,"  The d w a r fs  a r e  b e in g  p u rs u e d  b y  g o b l in  
t r o o p s  when th e y  come to  a  "w id e  h a l l "  an d  b eg  f o r  a  n i g h t ' s  lo d g in g .
The "m ean c lo t h in g "  o f  A s t r i d  an d  h e r  company may h a v e  s u g g e s te d  B i l b o 's  
p a i n f u l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h i s  "many m is s in g  b u t t o n s , " ^ T h e  f i n a l  con­
n e c t i o n ,  an d  th e . one w h ich  m akes i t  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  
e p is o d e  i s  p a r t l y  i m i t a t e d  from  S n o r r i ' s ,  i s  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  th e  
tv;o n am es, f o r  OH b i o r n , l i k e  OE b e o r n , i s  a  fo rm  o f  t h e  w ord  " b e a r , " '  
B e o r n 's  "w id e  h a l l "  seem s t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  g r e a t  h a l l s  i n  a n c i e n t  N o r th e rn  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  H e o ro t i n  B eo w u lf a n d  T h o r h a l l 's  h o u se  i n  The S aga  o f  G re t­
t i r  t h e  S t r o n g : e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  w eapons on th e  w a l l ,  T o l k i e n 's
d rav fin g  o f  t h e  h a l l  i n  th e  h a rd b a c k  e d i t i o n  o f  The H o b b it  ( p ,  131) v e ry
 ̂^ ^ H o b b it , p .  12 9 ,
 ̂^ ^ H e im s k r in g la , p ,  6 ,
157
I b i d , , p .  6 ,
^^^ H o b b it , p .  1 2 1 ,
^^^S ee  T o llc ie n , " P r e f a t o r y  R e m a rk s ,"  i n  H a l l ,  t r a n s , , B e o iv u lf ; 
p .  x y i i .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
132
s t r o n g l y  r e s e t t l e s  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  " th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  a  N o rse  h a l l "  
i n  E.Vo G o rd o n ’ s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  O ld N orno ^p . 2 3 ) ,  a  book  v /h ich  T o l-  
I t io n  h e lp e d  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  p r e s s  ( p .  i% ) .  B o th  a r c  l o n g ,  b a r n -  
l i k e  wooden h a l l s  v / i th  a  s e r i e s  o f  p i l l a r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a  lo n g  
c e n t r a l  t ro u g h  i n  v /h ich  a  f i r e  b u r n s ,  t h e  sm oke a p p a r e n t l y  c l im b in g  
to w a rd  a  sm oke v e n t  i n  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  a n d  t h e  h a l l s  h a v e  i n  
them  t a b l e s  o f  i d e n t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The p i l l a r s  i n  t h e  N o rse  h a l l  
a r e  c a rv e d  i n  t h e  s h a p e s  o f  men a n d  women, a n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  ornam en­
t a t i o n  f o r  a  h a l f - a n i m a l  s o l i t a r y ,  s o  B e o rn ’ s  p i l l a r s  a r e  fo rm ed  i n  t h e  
s h a p e s  o f  t r e e s  w i th  l im b s  s p r e a d in g  a t  t h e  t o p .  Though a  v e g e t a r i a n  
a n d  a  k i n d ly  h o s t  to  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  B eo rn  " c a n  b e  a p p a l l i n g  when he i s  
a n g r y , a n d  he  c l e a r l y  p o r t r a y s  a  b e r s e r k  w a r r i o r  o f  t h e  h e a th e n  
N o r th la n d ;  ToU-cLen h a s  done  l i t t l e  m ore th a n  malce l i t e r a l  an d  c r e d i b l e  
t h e  f a n t a s t i c  c o n n o ta t io n s  o f  t h e  w o rd , hamrammr ’ s k i n - c h a n g e r ' ,  w h ich  
w as a p p l i e d  t o  N o rse  b e r s e r k s .
CONCLUSIONS
R in g s  a r e  o f t e n  m e n tio n e d  i n  B e o w u lf , an d  t h e r e  a r e  two im p o r ta n t  
m ag ic  r i n g s  i n  N orse  m y th o lo g y  a s  r e l a t e d  i n  The P r o s e  E d d a , b u t  t h e  
E n g l i s h  a n d  N o rse  r i n g  seem  to  b e  im p o r ta n t  o n ly  a s  fo rm s  o f  w e a l th ,  
a n d  ev en  t h e  m agic  r i n g s  o n ly  r e p r o d u c e 'th e m s e lv e s .  T h e re  a r e  a  num­
b e r  o f  a c c o u i i t s  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u r v e y e d ,  i n  The 
N ib e lu n .ty e n lie d , i n  M a lo ry , a n d  i n  T a s s o , a n d  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i s  commonly 
in d u c e d  by  th e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e  i n  I r i s h  t a l e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  
tv/o i n s t a n c e s  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  in d u c e d  b y  a  r i n g ,  o n e  i n  C h r é t i e n ’ s  
Y vain  an d  one  i n  O rla n d o  F u r io s o .  S i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tv /e e n  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  
a n d  T o lk ie n ’ s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  may h av e  i m i t a t e d  b o th  C h r é t ie n  and
 ̂^^H o b b i t , p .  n s .
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A r i o s t o .  Among t h e  s e v e r a l  t a l i s m a n s  o f  pow er a n d  im m o r t a l i ty  i n  
m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  f i c t i o n ,  o n ly  S i e g f r i e d ' s  " w is h in g - r o d "  an d  W o lfram 's  
G r a i l  r e s e m b le  th e  One R in g  enough  to  b e  p r o b a b ly  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i t .
The M ain s o u rc e  f o r  T o l k i e n 's  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  seem s to  b e  t h e  con­
t e s t  i n  The Saga o f  K in g  H e id re k  th e  W ise , b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  i n t e r e s t ­
i n g  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  h i s  c o n t e s t s  a n d  t h e  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n  gam es i n  
e d d ic  l i t e r a t u r e .  The r i d d l e s  th e m s e lv e s  seem  t o  h a v e  few  m e d ie v a l  
a n a lo g u e s  a n d  a r e  p e rh a p s  o r i g i n a l  w i th  T o lid .en  o r  i m i t a t e d  from  m odern 
s o u r c e s .
T h e re  a r e  enough a c c o u n ts  o f  f e a r - i n d u c in g  s h r i e k s  d i s t r i b u t e d  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u rv e y e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  G o llu m 's  s h r i e k  a s  a  
p o s s i b l e  echo  o f  a  common m e d ie v a l  m o t i f ,  b u t  i t  seem s im p o s s ib le  to  
i s o l a t e  an y  one s o u r c e .
T o l k i e n 's  V /args, h i s  E a g le s ,  a n d  B eo rn  seem  t o  d e s e r v e  c o n s id e r a ­
t i o n  t o g e t h e r  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  a l l  c o m b in a tio n s  o f  human and  a n im a l 
q u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  th e  r i d i n g  o f  w o lv e s  a n d  e a g l e s ,  l i k e  t h e  t r a n s fo r m a ­
t i o n  o f  men i n t o  w o lv e s  a n d  b i r d s ,  o c c u r s  i n  s e v e r a l  m e d ie v a l  s t o r i e s .  
W o lf - r id in g  i s  p r a c t i c e d  b y  N o rse  t r o l l s ,  a n d  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S ig ­
m u n d 's  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  i n t o  a  w o lf  s u g g e s t s  T o l k i e n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
V/argso S i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  B i l b o 's  e a g l e - r i d i n g  a n d  s i m i l a r  e v e n ts  
i n  The P ro s e  Edda a n d  C h a u c e r 's  The H ouse o f  Fame s u g g e s t  t h a t  T o lk ie n  
may h a v e  i m i t a t e d  th em , a n d  t h e  human q u a l i t i e s  o f  b i r d s  s u g g e s t  t r a n s ­
fo rm ed  f o l k  i n  I r i s h  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  N o rse  t a l e s ,  B e o rn  i s  a  l i t e r a l  
em bodim ent o f  th e  le g e n d a r y  q u a l i t i e s  o f  N o rse  b e r s e r ie s ,  f o r  h e  becom es 
a  b e a r  l i t e r a l l y  r a t h e r  th a n  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y ,  a n d  h i s  b e a r - s h a p e  com­
p a r e s  t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g  f u r y  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  w a r r i o r s  ; f u r t h e r m o r e ,  h i s  
h a l l  may b e  o n ly  a  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i th  c h a n g e s  s u i t e d  t o  B e o r n 's  c h a r a c -
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t e r ,  o f  th e  N o rse  h a l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  G o rd o n 's  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  O ld ITorse.  
The l a r g e s t  num ber o f  im p o r ta n t  m e d ie v a l  p a r a l l e l s  v / i th  T o lk ie n ’s  f i c t i o n  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  h a v e  b e e n  from  N o rse  s a g a  a n d  e d d ic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
and  t h e r e  have  a g a in  b e e n  d i s t i n c t  e c h o e s  o f  B e o w u lf , b u t  s e v e r a l  s t r o n g  
p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e en  T oH cien an d  w orks i n  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e s  h a v e  s u g g e s te d  
t h a t  lois r o o t s  p ro b a b ly  e x te n d  i n t o  I r i s h ,  F re n c h , a n d  I t a l i a n  h e r o i c  
l i t e r a t u r e  a s  w e l l .
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C h a p te r  S ix
W oods, W a te r , E lv e s ,  an d  D e lv in g s
• P a r t  I I I  o f  The H o b b i t , t h e  a d v e n tu r e s  i n  M irkw ood, i s  a  s h o r t  s e c ­
t i o n  w h ich  seem s to  c o n ta in  r e l a t i v e l y  few  m e d ie v a l  ech o es  e x c e p t  th o s e  
p e r t a i n i n g  to  th e  f o r e s t  i t s e l f ,  t o  i t s  e n c h a n te d  s t r e a m , an d  to  e l v e s .  • 
U nd erg ro u n d  d w e l l in g s  a p p e a r  th ro u g h o u t  The H o b b it ,  and  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  
p a la c e  o f  t h e  E lv o n -k in g  w i l l  be ta k e n  a s  a n  o c c a s io n  f o r  d i s c u s s in g  
some m e d ie v a l h o u s e s  u n d e rg ro u n d .
WOODS
M irkwood o r  'D a rk  F o r e s t '  i s  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  OK M v rk v iS r . th e
t r a n s l a t i o n  w h ich  i s  r e g u l a r l y  u s e d  i n  b o th  th e  O liv e  B ray  a n d  th e
H enry Adams B e llo w s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  The P o e t i c  Edda a s  w e l l  a s  i n
C h r i s to p h e r  T o l k i e n 's  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The Safca o f  K ing  H e id re k  th e  V /ise.^
I n  t h e  L okasenna  M irkwood i s  a  d a r k  f o r e s t  on t h e  b o u n d a ry  o f  t h e  f i r e -  
2w o r ld ,  a n d  th e  M irkwood i n  t h e  V g lu n d a rk v i th a  i s  a  f o r e s t  th ro u g h  w hich
3
t h r e e  v a l lc y r ie s  f l y  from  " th e  s o u th "  t o  a  f i c t i o n a l  p la c e  c a l l e d  U l f d a l i r .  
The f o r e s t  w h ich  d i v id e s  A t l i ' s  r e a lm  from  t h a t  o f  t h e  G jukungs i s  c a l l e d  
"M irkwood th e  s e c r e t , " ^  an d  to  r e a c h  A t l i ' s  r e a lm  th e  h e ro e s  g a l l o p
5
a c r o s s  m o u n ta in s  a n d  th ro u g h  M irkw ood. I n  The Saga o f  K ing H e id re k  th e  
V /ise , M irkwood d i v id e s  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  Huns from  t h e  la n d  o f  t h e  G o th s ,
1
The s p e l l i n g s  d i f f e r  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n s :  B ra y  r e n d e r s
i t  M urk-wood an d  B e llo w s  M vrkwood, b u t  C h r is o p h e r  T o lk ie n , l i k e  h i s  
f a t h e r ,  u s e s  }Iirkw ood.
^ P o e t ic  E d d a -. p .  1 6 5 .
^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 5 5 .
^ I b i d . ,  p .  48 3 .
^ I b i d . , p .  4 8 7 .
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an d  a rm ie s  p a s s  th ro u g h  i t  i n  th e  v;ar b e tv /een  th e m .°  T o l k i e n 's  M irk­
wood r e s e m b le s  th e s e  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  a  d a rk  a n d  m y s te r io u s  f o r e s t  d i v id i n g
7
two r e g i o n s ,  th o u g h  i t  d i v id e s  e a s t  from  w e s t  an d  th e  W orse M irkw oods 
seem  to  d i v id e  n o r th  from  s o u t h ; . t h e  f i r c - r e a l m  i s  t o  t h e  so u th ,®  an d  
th e  V a lk y r ie s  f l y  from  th e  s o u t h ,^  I n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  M irk­
w ood, t r a v e l  th ro u g h  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  a  w a r l i k e  o r  a d v e n tu ro u s  jo u r n e y ,  and  
no one i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  l i v i n g  i n  i t ,  s o  t h e  W orse M irkw oods seem to  be  
a s  d e s o l a t e  a s  T o l k i e n 's .  I n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  N i f lu n g s ,  
l i k e  t h e  d w a r f s ,  t r a v e l  o v e r  m o u n ta in s  an d  th e n  th ro u g h  M irkwood i n  
t h e i r  jo u rn e y  to  A t l i ' s  k ingdom , and  A t l i  i s ,  a t  l e a s t  from  t h e i r  p o i n t  
o f  v ie w , a s  d a n g e ro u s  a s  Smaug t h e  d ra g o n . C l e a r l y  t h e  W orse r e f e r e n c e s  
to  M irkwood a r e  among t h e  m o d els  u s e d  by T o lk ie n  when h e  c r e a t e d  th e  
d a rk  f o r e s t  b e tw e e n  E s g a r o th  a n d  th e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s ,
A f o r e s t  w h ich  seem s p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  r e s e m b le  M irkwood a p p e a r s  i n  
Jam es S te p h e n s ' r e t e l l i n g  o f  a n  I r i s h  t a l e ,  "T he C a r l  o f  th e  D rab C o a t ,"  
Coming upon a  " i n t r i c a t e  gloom y wood, w here  t h e  t r e e s  grew  so  t h i c k l y  
an d  t h e  u n d e rg ro w th  w as s u c h  a  s p r o u t  a n d  t a n g l e  t h a t  one  c o u ld  s c a r c e l y
p a s s  th ro u g h  i t , "  F in n  lo o k s  f o r  a  p a th  w h ich  "h a d  o n ce  b e e n  h a c k ed
10th ro u g h  t h e  f o r e s t ^  a n d  t h e  g r o te s q u e  g i a n t  whom F in n  e n c o u n te r s  on
11i t  t u r n s  o u t  l a t e r  t o  b e  a  d i s g u i s e d  r u l e r  o f  t h e  S id h e , who a r e  t h e
® H eid rek . p p . 5 2 -5 3 ,
H o b b i t , p ,  1 2 -1 3 ,
® P o e tic  E d d a , p .  22 ,
^ I b i d , ,  p ,  255 ,
^ ® S tep h en s , p ,  133 ,
^ ^ I b i d , , p .  145 ,
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c h i e f  m e d ie v a l  m o d els  f o r  T o l k i e n 's  e l v e s .  The d a r k n e s s  i n  M irkv/ood,
w hich  i s  s o  o verg row n  t h a t  d a y l i g h t  o o z e s  th ro u g h  to  t h e  r o a d  o n ly  a s
" a  s o r t  o f  d a rk e n e d  g re e n  g lim m er"  a n d  n i g h t s  a r e  p i t c h  d a r k ,  " n o t  v;hat
you c a l l  p i t c h  d a r k ,  b u t  ,  ,  ,  so  b l a c k  t h a t  you  r e a l l y  c o u ld  s e e  
1 2n o t h in g , "  p a r a l l e l s  c l o s e l y  t h e  d a rk n e s s  o f  th e  h a u n te d  wood w h ich
l i e s  n e a r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  camp i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d ;
From G o d f r e y 's  camp a  g ro v e  a  l i t t l e  w ay.
Amid th e  v a l l e y s  d e e p , grow s o u t  o f  s i g h t .
T h ic k  w i th  o ld  t r e e s ,  w hose h o r r i d  arm s d i s p l a y  
An u g ly  s h a d e ,  l i k e  e v e r l a s t i n g  n i g h t :
T h e re , when th e  su n  s p r e a d s  f o r t h  h i s  c l e a r e s t  r a y .
Dim, t h i c k ,  u n c e r t a i n ,  gloom y seem s th e  l i g h t ;
As w hen, i n  e v e n in g ,  day  a n d  d a rk n e s s  s t r i v e  
VJhich s h o u ld  h i s  f o e  from  o u r  h o r iz o n  d r i v e .
B u t when t h e  s u n  h i s  c h a i r  i n  s e a s  d o th  s t e e p ,
W ig h t, h o r r o r ,  d a rk n e s s  t h i c k ,  t h e  p l a c e  in v a d e ,
V/hich v e i l  t h e  m o r ta l  e y e s  w i th  b l in d n e s s  d e e p ,
And vri-th s a d  t e r r o r  malte v;eak h e a r t s  a f r a i d .
B i lb o  a n d  t h e  d w a rfs  s l e e p  h u d d le d  t o g e t h e r ,  c a tc h in g  o c c a s io n a l^
14glimpses o f glo\7ing eyes in  the b linding darkness,
 ̂^ H o b b it , p p . 140-141 »
13T a s s o , p p . 2 6 5 -2 5 6 .
1 4Among t h e  many m a rv e lo u s  m o n s te r s  i n  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
t h e r e  seem  to  b e  no g i a n t  s p i d e r s ,  s o  t h e  b ro o d  o f  S h e lo b , some o f  w h ich  
r e s i d e  i n  M irkw ood, i s  p r o b a b ly  o r i g i n a l  w ith  T o lk ie n  o r  i m i t a t e d  from  
a  m ore r e c e n t  s o u r c e .  Som ewhat a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  s p i d e r s ’ g lo w in g  ey e s  
a r e  t h o s e  o f  G re n d e l  a s  h e  a d v a n c e s  a n g r i l y  i n t o  H e o ro t :  "From  h i s  e y e s
ca n e  o u t  a  h o r r i b l e  l i g h t ,  m ost l i k e  a  f la m e "  ( 1 1 .  7 2 5 -7 2 7 ) .  When S a ta n  
convenes h i s  m o n s te rs  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d , " h i s  e y e s  . . .  two b e a c o n s  
seem " ( p .  6 3 ) ,  an d  a  d ra g o n  i n  G e o f f r e y  o f  M onm outh 's H i s to r y  o f  th e  
ICln.°:s o f  B r i t a i n  ( t r a n s ,  S e b a s t i a n  E v a n s , Hew Y o rk , 1958) i l l u m i n a t e s  
" t h e  w h o le  c o u n try  w i th  t h e  f l a s h i n g  o f  h i s  e y e s "  ( p .  2 1 1 ) .  The b in d in g  
o f  th e - d w a r f s  i s  s u g g e s te d  by  a  p o r t i o n  o f  a n  O E .charm  " A g a in s t  à  Dw arf" 
("V/i5 D r;eorh") who i s  p r o b a b ly  a  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  c o n v u ls iv e  d i s e a s e .  
S ee  G o rd o n , p . 8 6 :
H e re  came a  s p i d e r  c r e a t u r e  s t a l k i n g  i n ;  
He h ad  h i s  c o v e r in g  i n  h i s  h a n d .
He s a i d  t h a t  y o u  w ere  h i s  s t e e d .
He p u t s  h i s  b o n d s  on y o u r  n e c k .
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WATSE
The b la c k  s t r e a a  v /h ich  i s  n o t  t o  b e  to u c h e d  a n d  v /h ich  c a u s e s  s l e e p
when i t  i s  to u c h e d  re s e m b le s  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  r i v e r  S ty x ,  a n  a n a lo g u e  to
th e  r i v e r  w hich d i v id e s  " th e  w o r ld  o f  men from  th e  w o rld  o f  m o n s te rs "
1 5i n  T h o r k i l l u s '  q u e s t  f o r  t h e  re a lm  o f  G e r u th u s ,  The d w a r f s ' l o s s  o f
th e  b o a t  a f t e r  th e y  have  c r o s s e d  s u g g e s t s  an  e p is o d e  i n  The N lbelunpren-
i n  w h ich  H agen h a c k s  to  p i e c e s  t h e  b o a t  w h ic h  h a s  c a r r i e d  th e
B u rg u n d ia n s  a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  b o r d e r in g  t h e  la n d s  o f  th e  Huns* Hagen
d o e s  t h i s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  so  t h a t  ig n o m in io u s  r e t r e a t  w i l l  b e  im p o s s ib l e ,^ ^
an d  t h e  l o s s  o f  th e  d w a rfs  i s  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  b u t  th e  e f f e c t  i s  t h e  same
i n  b o th  c a s e s .  A t t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  d a r k  wood i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e re d
17t h e r e  i s  a n  e n c h a n te d  s t r e a m ;  a n d  on A rm id a 's  i s l a n d  i s  a  s p r i n g  w h ich  
h a s  e f f e c t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  b l a c k  s t r e a m 's  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  l u r e s  i t s  v i c ­
t im s  away from  a c t i v e  l i f e  w i th  em pty m i r th  r a t h e r  th a n  w i th  em pty 
d ream s :
B ut i n  th o s e  l i q u o r s  c o ld  t h e  s e c r e t  s t i n g
Of s t r a n g e  an d  d e a d ly  p o is o n  c lo s e d  l i e s ;
One su p  t h e r e o f ,  t h e  d r i n k e r ' s  h e a r t  d o th  b r in g
To su d d e n  j o y ,  w hence l a u g h t e r  v a in  d o th  r i s e ;
N or t h a t  s t r a n g e  m e rr im e n t n o r  s t o p s  n o r  s ta y s ^ g  
T i l l  v /ith  h i s  l a u g h t e r ' s  end  h e  en d s  h i s  days*
The t e x t  o f  t h e  charm  a p p e a r s  i n  G eo rg e  P h i l i p  K rapp  an d  A r th u r  G a r f i e l d  
K ennedy, e d s . ,  An A n g lo -S ax o n  H e a d e r (Hew Y o rk , 1 9 2 9 ) , p .  140* S p id e r s  
i s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  to  a  r i d d l e  w h ich  e m p h a s iz e s  t h e  m u l t i p l e  e y e s  a n d  " g r e a t  
k no b b ed  j o i n t s  h ig h  a b o v e  h e r  b a c k "  w h ic h  a r e  s o  p ro m in e n t i n  T o l k i e n 's  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S h e lo b  ( I I ,  4 2 5 ) ,  The r i d d l e  i n  The Sa/ca o f  K ing  H e id re k  
th e  W ise ( p .  3 5 ) r e a d s  i n  p a r t  a s  f o l lo w s  :
E ig h t  a r e  i t s  f e e t
a n d  f o u r  i t s  ey e s
a n d  k n e e s  ab o v e  b e l l y  i t  b e a r s *
1 5
H e id re k ,  p .  8 4 ,
 ̂^ I - I ib e lu n ^ e n l ie d , p p , 351-352*
17 T a s s o , p ,  3 6 1 ,
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ELVES
T h a t th e  b la c k  s tr e a m  i s  t h e  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  r e a lm  o f  th e  e lv e s  i s
s u g g e s te d  when some "snov/ÿ w h i te "  d e o r  a p p e a r  a n d  v a n is h  s u d d e n ly  on
1 9 ■th e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m ,  f o r  w h i te  a n im a ls  a r e  u s u a l l y  th e
a n im a ls  o f  e lv e s  o r  o f  th e  S id h e .  The dogs o f  th e  k in g  o f  t h e  U n d e rw o rld ,
20whom P w y ll  m ee ts  i n  The M a b in o ^ io n . a r e  w h i te  w i th  r e d  e a r s ,  and  a
s h in i n g  w h i te  b o a r  l e a d s  t h e  d ogs o f  P r y d e r i  i n t o  a n  e n c h a n te d  f o r t r e s s
21w here  th e y  v a n is h ,  A s t r a n g e  w h ite  s t a g  l e a d s  t h e  h u n t o f  K ing Mark
22to  t h e  Love G ro t to  w here  T r i s t a n  an d  I s o l t  a r e  h i d i n g .  The m y s te r io u s
Red Woman from  th e  S id h e *s C o u n try  o f  t h e  Young p ro d u c e s  from  h e r  c lo a k
23" a  l i t t l e  hound a s  w h i te  a s  t h e  snow o f  t h e  m o u n ta in s .  So th e  su d d e n  
a p p a r i t i o n  o f  w h i te  a n im a ls  may b e  ta k e n  a s  a  s i g n ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  
m e d ie v a l  C e l t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h a t  th e  d w a rfs  h a v e  e n te r e d  a n  e n c h a n te d  
r e a lm .
J u s t  b e f o r e  th e y  s e e  t h e  d e e r  g lim m e rin g  i n  t h e  sh ad o w s, th e  d w a rfs
h e a r  t h e  "d im " b lo w in g  o f  h o rn s  and  t h e  b a y in g  o f  d o g s , b u t  th e y  s e e  no
24
s i g n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  h u n t  p a s s in g  t o  th e  n o r t h .  T h is  p a s s a g e  s t r o n g l y
s u g g e s t s  one i n  t h e  ME rom ance o f  S i r  O r fe o , i n  w h ic h  th e  d e s p a i r i n g
O rfe o , w a n d e r in g  i n  a  f o r e s t ,  i s  so m etim es  s a i d  t o  h e a r
The k in g  o f a i r y  v â t h  h i s  r o u t  
Com t o  h u n t  him  a l l  a b o u t
^ ^ H o b b it, p . 1 4 5 ,
20M ab in o g io n , p .  3 ,
21 I b i d , , p® 4 5 ,
22G o t t f r i e d  Von S t r a s s b u r g ,  T r i s t a n , t r a n s ,  A ,T , H a t to  ( B a l t im o r e ,  
1 9 5 0 ) , p .  259 .
23Gods an d  R ig h t in g  Men, p p , 2 9 8 -2 9 9 ,
^ ^ H o b b it , p ,  1 4 5 ,
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v/ith  d ia  c ry  an d  b lo v /e in g ,
and  h o u n d cs a l s o  lu. "h him  b e r lc in g ;
95
b u t  he  s e e s  them  ta k e  no b e a s t ,  n o r  d o es  he  know w here  th e y  go.*"
E x c e p t f o r  ch a n g es  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e ,  p ro su m b a ly , T o lld .cn  w ish e d  to  
m a in ta in  s u s p e n s e  by  n o t  l e t t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  o r  th e  d w a rfs  know th e  h u n t  
o v e r h e a r d  i s  t h e  E lv e n - k in g ' s , t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  The H o b b it seem s i o  b e  a  
p a r a p h r a s e  o f  t h e  one i n  S i r  O r f e o , v / i th  th e  sam e im ag es  o c c u r r in g  i n  
t h e  same o r d e r  an d  th e  same m e ta p h o r ic a l  u s e  o f  dim to  d e s c r ib e  th e  
so u n d  o f  h o r n s ,  a  p ie c e  o f  s y n e s t h e s i a  w h ich  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  
i n  M irkv/ood.
The company o f  d w a rfs  m ee t e l v e s  a t  E iv e n d a le ,  w here  th e y  a r e
g r e e te d ' w i th  m ocking  so n g s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  t h e i r  nam es. The e lv e s  s i n g ,
f o r  i n s t a n c e .
No k n o w in g , no k n o w in g ,
What b r in g s  M is te r  B a g g in s ,
And B a l in  and  D w alin
down i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  
i n  J u n e  
Ha! i ia ! ^ °
I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  e lv e s  h a v e  good r e a s o n  f o r  know ing t h e s e  nam es, f o r
27G a n d a lf  h a s  s e n t  a  m essage  a h e a d , an d  " e l v e s  a r e  w ondrous f o l k  f o r
new s, a n d  know w hat i s  g o in g  on  among t h e  p e o p le s  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  a s  q u ic k
28a s  w a te r  f lo w s ,  o r  q u i c k e r . "  When G i l d o r ,  a n  e l f ,  knows F r o d o 's  name 
i n  Th^ L ord  o f  th e  R in g s , he  e x p la in s  t h a t ,  "V/e h a v e  s e e n  you  o f t e n  
b e f o r e  v / i th  B i lb o ,  th o u g h  you  may n o t  h a v e  s e e n  u s "  ( I ,  1 1 8 ) , T h ese
25 S a n d s , p .  19 3 , '
^ ^ H o b b it ,  p ,  5 8 .
^ ^ I b i d , , p .  5 7 .
^ ^ I b i d , , p .  5 9 ,
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e x p la n a t io n s  n o r e ly  e m p h a s ize  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f a i r i e s :
th e y  o f t e n  know a  m o r t a l 's  name when th e y  f i r s t  m ee t h im , an d  may r e v e a l
t h e i r  r a c e  by c a l l i n g  him  by i t .  I n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  D ia rm n id 's  a c q u i s i t i o n
o f  h i s  " lo v e - s p o t "  from  a  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  Y o u th , t h e  m a g ic a l  n a tu r e
o f  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  w i th  w h ic h  D ia rm u id  and  h i s  com pan ions t a k e  s h e l t e r ,
a p p a r e n t ly  by  a c c i d e n t ,  i s  r e v e a le d  when t h e  o ld  man a t  t h e  d o o r  c a l l s
29"them  a l l  by  t h e i r  n a m e s ,"  When B r i c r i u  g o e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a  s t r a n g e
3Dh o u se  w h ich  t u r n s  o u t  to  b e  a  h o u se  o f  th e  S id h e , he  i s  g r e e t e d  by  nam e.
A woman o f  t h e  S id h e  who h a s  b e e n  e x i l e d  from  h e r  own w o rld  t o  t h e  w o r ld
o f  men i s  s a i d  t o  Icnow th e  name o f  th e  man who h a p p e n s  t o  m eet h e r  on
th e  b e a c h  b e c a u s e  " s h e  r e t a i n e d  some o f  th e  pow ers  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  w o r ld  
31sh e  h ad  l e f t . "  On t h e  jo u rn e y  i n t o  E t z e l ' s  l a n d ,  H agen comes upon
t l i r e e  e l f - l i k e  women, r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " w is e  women" a n d  " m e rm a id s ,"  who
have p r o p h e t i c  pow er a n d  who a d d r e s s  him  im m e d ia te ly  a s  "H o b le  K n ig h t 
32H a g en ."  S i r  L a u n f a l ,  i n  t h e  I-Iidd le  E n g l i s h  ro m a n c e , h a s  w an d ered  t o
th e  edge o f  a  " f a i r  f o r e s t "  when he  i s  a p p ro a c h e d  by  a  p a i r  o f  g e n t l e
m aidens who t e l l  him  t h a t  t h e i r  l a d y .  Dame T ryam our, v i s h e s  t o  s e e  h im .
A lth o u g h  S i r  L a u n f a l  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  th e  la d y  b e f o r e ,  h e r  b e in g  a
d a u g h te r  o f  t h e  "K ing  o f  F a i r i e "  e x p la in s  t h e  su d d e n  way i n  w h ich  sh e
b e g in s  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n :
She s e i d e ,  " L a u n f a l ,  my lemman s w e te ,
A1 my jo y  f o r  th e  I  l e t e ,
S w e tin g  p a ra m o u r ."3 3
29 Gods and  F i g h t i n g  Men, p .  3 1 7 .
30 C u c h u la in , p .  4 .
31 S te p h e n s ,  p .  153 .
^ ^ i r ib e lu n / r e n l ie d , p p . 3 5 7 -3 5 8 ,
33
S a n d s , p p .  2 1 0 -2 1 2 .
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S h e , l i l t e  t h e  m erm aids i n  The N ib e lu n p ro n lle d , knows n o t  on ly  h i s  name
b u t  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  an d  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  a s  v /o llo
L ik e  E l r o n d ’ s  fo l ic ,  th e  v /o o d -e lv e s  s i n g ,  a n d  a t  th e  e lv e n  f e a s t  i n
llirlcw ood t h e i r  s o n g s  a r e  " lo u d  a n d  c l e a r  and  f a i r , " ^ ^  an d  th e  S id h e  a r e
n o te d  f o r  t h e i r  m u s ic . V/hen t h e  S ed  Woman l e a d s  F in n  t o  h e r  h i l l ,  s h e
s t r i k e s  a t  t h e  s i d e  o f  i t  v / i th  a  m ag ic  w and, " a n d  on th e  moment a  g r e a t
35d o o r  o p e n e d , an d  th e y  h e a rd  s w e e t  m u sic  com ing from  w i t h i n . "  The
m u sic  o f  t h e  S id h e  i s  l i k e  t h e  e n c h a n te d  s tr e a m  i n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  in d u c e
s l e e p ;  a f t e r  he h a s  o b ta in e d  p e r m is s io n  to  m a rry  a  b e a u t i f u l  young
woman o f  th e  S id h e , F in n  l i s t e n s  t o  h e r  h a rp  p la y in g  a t  t h e  w edd ing
f e a s t ,  b u t  when s h e  s t r i k e s  t h e  " s l e e p y  s i l v e r  s t r i n g "  o f  h e r  h a r p ,
F in n  a n d  a l l  h i s  men f a l l  a s l e e p ,  t o  aw ake t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g  o u t s i d e  o f
th e  m o u n ta in  i n  w h ich  th e y  h a d  b e e n  f e a s t i n g . ^ ^  I n  Jam es S te p h e n s ’
r e t e l l i n g  o f  F i n n ’ s  boy h o o d , A i l l e n ,  a  d a rk  w iz a rd  o f  t h e  S id h e , u s e s
m u sic  a s  a  w eapon w i th  w h ich  to  d ru g  h i s  v i c t i m s .  S te p h e n s  d e s c r i b e s
t h e  e l v i s h  m u sic  r i c h l y :  " t h e  m u sic  o f  a n o th e r  w o r ld !  t h e  u n e a r t h l y ,
d e a r  m elody  o f  t h e  S h i!  So s w e e t  i t  v/as t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  s t r a i n e d  t o  i t ,
a n d  h a v in g  r e a c h e d  m ust f o l lo w  d r o w s i ly  i n  i t s  w ake, an d  w ou ld  m erge
i n  i t ,  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  r e t u r n  a g a in  t o  i t s  own p la c e  u n t i l  t h a t  s t r a n g e
37harm ony was f i n i s h e d  a n d  t h e  e a r  r e s t o r e d  t o  f re e d o m ,"  I t  i s  s a i d
t h a t  w ounded men w ou ld  s l e e p  i f  th e y  h e a r d  t h e  m u sic  o f  t h e  S id h e .  o r
38
t h e  s in g i n g  o f  b i r d s  a ro u n d  t h e i r  su n n y  h o u s e .  The c u r e  o f  C a o i l t e ’s
^ ^ H o b b it , p .  153 , 
o5 Gods an d  F im htinm  Men, p .  2 9 5 .
35
I b i d . , p .  2 9 2 .
37 S te p h e n s ,  p .  6 7 ,
38 Gods an d  F ig h tin .?  Mon, p .  2 0 9 .
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v/ounds i s  h a s te n e d  by t h e  v i s i t  o f  a  woman m u s ic ia n  from  t h e  Land o f
P ro m is e ,  a n d  b i r d s  from  t h a t  l a n d  s in g  w i th  h e r ,  mald.ng b e t t e r  m usic
39
th a n  C a o i l t e  h a s  e v e r  h e a rd  b e f o r e .  F r o d o 's  lo n g  s l e e p  a t  P lv e n d a le ,  •
w here  h e  i s  c u re d  b y  e l v i s h  m e d ic in e  ( I ,  2 9 2 ) ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s le e p y  pow er
t o  c u r e  o f  t h e  S id h e , a n d  T o lk ie n  may b e  c o n s c io u s ly -  p l a y in g  on t h e i r
pow er to  make w ounded men s l e e p  when h e  h a s  B ilb o  t e l l  t h e  s in g i n g  e l v e s ,
40"Y our l u l l a b y  w o u ld  w aken a  d ru n k e n  g o b l i n . "  The m u sic  o f  th e  S id h e , 
t o o ,  may p ro d u c e  o t h e r  e f f e c t s  th a n  s l e e p ,  f o r  t h e  h a r p  o f  F i n n 's  u n w il­
l i n g  b e t r o t h e d  h a s  o t h e r  s t r i n g s  th a n  t h e  s l e e p y ,  s i l v e r  o n e , i n c l u d i n g
41a  " b r i g h t  b r o n z e  s t r i n g "  t h a t  m akes men la u g h  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  d a y .
The e lv e s  i n  The H o b b it  a r e  much l i l c e  S id h e  f o l k  i n  a p p e a r a n c e .
They a r e  a  f a i r  f o l k  d r e s s e d  i n  g re e n  and  brow n vn_th gems on  t h e i r  c o l -  
42l a r s ,  an d  t h e i r  k in g  w e a rs  " a  crow n o f  l e a v e s  upon  h i s  g o ld e n  h a i r .
E t a i n ,  a  woman o f  t h e  S id h e , h a s  h a i r  t h e  c o lo r  o f  ru b b e d  g o ld  an d  w e a rs
44a  g r e e n  s i l k e n  d r e s s ,  Bodb D earg  a p p e a r s  to  b e  " a  young  m an, q u i e t  
and  w i th  p l e a s a n t  l o o k s .  The b e a u ty ,  vjisdom , a n d  m u s ic a l  s k i l l  o f  
t h e  S id h e , a l l  o f  w h ic h  q u a l i t i e s  th e y  s h a r e  w i th  T o lk ie n ’ s  e l v e s ,  a r e  
e x p re s s e d  i n  K ing  C o m a e 's  a c c o u n t  o f  a  v i s i t  fro m  A ngus Og, who g r e e t s  
t h e  Icing b y  name a n d  f o r t e i l s  h i s  f u t u r e .  Angus O g 's  " a p p e a ra n c e  was 
m ore b e a u t i f u l  th a n  a l l  b e a u ty ,  an d  t h e r e  w ere  o rn a m e n ts  o f  g o ld  on  h i s
3 9 Gods an d  F im h tln g : K en, p p . 2 7 9 -2 8 0 .
40 H o b b i t , p .  2 8 2 .
41 Gods a n d  F ifc h t in g  Men, p .  29 2 .
42 H o b b i t , p .  1 5 0 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p .  1 5 2 .
44 C u c h u la in , p .  8 2 .
^^G ods an d  F i g h t i n g  Men, p .  7 5 .
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d r e s s ;  i n  h i s  hand  he  h e ld  a  s i l v e r  h a rp  v /ith  s t r i n g s  o f  r e d  g o ld ,  and
th e  sound  o f  i t s  s t r i n g s  v/as s w e e te r  th a n  a l l  m u sic  u n d e r  t h e  sh y ,"^ '^
47The k in g  o f  th e  h i l l  C n o c -n a - r ig h  w ea rs  c l o t h e s  o f  g re e n  a n d  g o ld ,
an d  a  l a r g e  g ro u p  o f  "women o f  th e  S id h e , v / i th  g re e n  d r e s s e s  on th e m ,"
48com esto  c o l l e c t  t h e  body o f  a  man whom C u c h u la in  h a s  k i l l e d .  The
m aids  o f  S i r  L a u n f a l 's  f a i r y  m i s t r e s s  a r e  c la d  i n  g re e n  v e l v e t  a n d  w ear
49c o r o n e t s  f u l l  o f  gem s, an d  Dame T ria m o u r h e r s e l f  h a s  h a i r  l i k e  g o ld e n
w i r e .^ ^  The crow n o f  th e  E lv e n - k in g ,  w h ich  i s  made o f  r e d  l e a v e s  and
b e r r i e s  i n  t h e  au tum n and  w o o d lan d  f lo w e r s  i n  th e  s p r i n g , s u g g e s t s
th e  t h r e e  crow ns o f  C o n a i r e ,  v/ho i s  n o t  an  e l f  b u t  i s  t h e  so n  o f  th e
k in g  o f  b i r d s ,  " a n d  i n  h i s  r e i g n  t h e r e  w ere  t h r e e  crow ns i n  I r e l a n d ,
th e  crow n o f  f lo w e r s ,  an d  t h e  crow n o f  a c o r n s ,  a n d  th e  crow n o f  w h e a t-  
52
e a r s , "
E lro n d  i s  h a l f  m an, h a l f  e l f ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  m a r r ia g e
b e tw een  th e  tv/o r a c e s .  T h e re  i s  a  h i n t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  v e r s i o n  o f  The
H o b b it t h a t  B i lb o  h a s  some e l v i s h  b lo o d  th ro u g h  h i s  m o th e r , a  Took, b u t
T o lk ie n  m akes i t  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  i n  t h e  R e v ise d  E d i t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
53a b s u r d .  T h e re  a r e  a  num ber o f  m a r r ia g e s  b e tw een  men an d  e l v e s ,  and 
b e tw e en  o t h e r  r a c e s ,  i n  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  O din  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
^ C u c h u la in , p ,  297,
Gods and  F i g h t in g  Men, p .  75 , 
47,
"^® Ib id ,, p .  195 ,
49S a n d s , p ,  2 1 0 , 
^ ° I b i d . ,  p ,  2 1 2 ,  
H o b b i t , p ,  168 ,
52 C u c h u la in , p ,  8 7 ,
53
H o b b i t , p ,  1 6 ,
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p a r t  g i a n t , a n d  th o  V o lsu n g s  a r e  d e s c e n d e d  from  S i g i ,  "v/h.o v;as r e p o r t e d
55t o  bo th e  so n  o f  O d in ."  K ing  E o c h a id  m a r r ie s  E t a i n ,  a  b e a u t i f u l
women o f  th e  S id h e . and  s h e  b e a r s  him  a  d a u g h t e r . A n o t h e r  woman o f
th e  S id h e  f a l l s  i n  lo v e  w i th  C u c h u la in  a n d  a lm o s t  te m p ts  him  away from  
57h i s  w i f e ,  E m er. I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  a  d a u g h te r  o f  t h e  k in g  o f  t h e  S id h e  
gav e  h e r  lo v e  to  C a o i l t e  an d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  f o r c e d  to  re m a in  a p a r t  u n t i l  
h e  was w i th e r e d  an d  o l d ,  b u t  s h e  was s t i l l  y o u n g . W h e n  O sg a r h e r  
h u sb an d  d i e s ,  E t a in  o f  t h e  P a i r  H a i r  d i e s  a l s o ,  th o u g h  a s  one o f  th e  
S id h e  s h e  w ou ld  n o rm a lly  b e  i m m o r t a l . T h r e e  s o n s  o f  L u g a id h  Menn,
K ing  o f  I r e l a n d ,  m arry  women o f  th e  S id h e  an d  j o i n  t h e  im m o rta l  r a c e  
when t h e i r  n o rm a l l i f e t i m e s  a r e  o v e r ,^ ^  The sam e im m o r ta l i ty  i s  
e n jo y e d  by  E lro n d ,  th o u g h  he i s  o n ly  h a l f  e lv e n .  T o lk ie n ’s  e l v e s ,  l i k e  
t h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S id h e  a r e  f u l l - s i z e d  men a n d  women who may be  d i s ­
t in g u i s h e d  from  o r d in a r y  f o l k  m a in ly  by  t h e i r  b e a u ty ,  w isdom , m u s ic a l  
a b i l i t y ,  an d  im m o r ta l i ty .
An im p o r ta n t  O ld  N orse  s o u rc e  o f  T o l k i e n 's  e l f  m y th o lo g y , th o u g h  
r e l e v a n t  o n ly  t o  two s e n te n c e s  i n  The H o b b i t . i s  t h e  p a ra g ra p h  c o n c e rn ­
in g  th e  h e a v e n s  i n  th e  P ro s e  E dda.  T h e re  a r e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  i t ,  E ig h t -  
E lv e s  an d  D a r k -E lv e s , t h e  fo rm e r  l i v i n g  i n  A lfh e im r  ’E lv e n  hom e*, th e
54 P ro s e  E d d a , p ,  19 ,
55V o ls u n g s , p .  4 3 .
55 C u c h u la in . p .  8 3 ,
^ ^ I b i d . ,  p p . 2 8 5 -2 9 1 .
^ ^Gods and  P is rh t in g  Men, p .  7 7 ,
59
I b i d , ,  p .  3 1 4 ,
® ° I b id , ,  p .  7 7 .
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l a t t e r  devra on th e  e a r t h , T o l k i e n ’ s  W ood-E lves, th o u g h  th e y  do n o t  
h a v e  th e  c o m p le x io n s  o f  k o r s e  D a r k -E lv e s ,  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  th e  
"H igh  E lv e s "  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  " d e sc e n d e d  from  t h e  a n c i e n t  t r i b e s  t h a t  
n e v e r  w en t to  F a e r i e  i n  th e  W e s t,"  a  la n d  c a l l e d  "E lvenhom e" e ls e w h e re  
i n  T o U v ien ,^ ^  M o re o v e r, T o lk ie n  names " th e  L ig h t - E lv e s "  among th o s e  
H igh  E lv e s  who grev; w i s e r  d u r in g  t h e i r  s o jo u r n  i n  th e  W e st, The Undy­
in g  L ands i n  th e  W est h a v e  b e e n ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  t r e s p a s s  o f  t h e  l a s t  
k in g  o f  Hum enor, " rem oved  f o r e v e r  from  th e  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld "  ( I I I ,  
3 9 2 ) ;  e lv e s  may r e t u r n  t h e r e ,  a n d  th e  f a i t h f u l  members o f  t h e  f e l lo w ­
s h i p  o f  t h e  r i n g  go t h e r e  a l s o .  I n  t h e  P r o s e  Edda i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  G im lê , 
t h e  e t e r n a l  abode  o f  " t h e  d o e r s  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s , "  w i l l  b e  i n  h ig h  h e a v e n  
a b o v e  th e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  f i r e s  w h ich  s h a l l  "consum e h e a v en  a n d  e a r t h "  on 
th e  l a s t  d a y , "B u t we b e l i e v e  t h a t  n one  b u t  L ig h t - E lv e s  i n h a b i t  t h e s e  
m an s io n s  n o w ,"^ ^  Hone b u t  T o lk ie n ’s  H ig h - E lv e s ,  o f  whom t h e  L ig h t - E lv e s  
a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  p a r t ,  i n h a b i t  t h o s e  u p p e r  m an sio n s  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  
The L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n  d o e r s  o f  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  go t h e r e  a f t e r  
t h e  l a s t  d a y s  o f  t h e  T h ird  A ge,
The a u to m a tic  d o o r s  o f  t h e  e l f - l c i n g ’s  p a la c e  c r a s h  s h u t  a s  t h e
l a s t  e l f  p a s s e s  th ro u g h  th em , a n d  th e y  a lm o s t  c a t c h  B i lb o  s e v e r a l  t im e s
54a s  he  i s  s n e a k in g  o u t  i n v i s i b l y  b e h in d  a  company o f  e l v e s .  T heodo re  
H .■G a s te r  c i t e s  a  num ber o f  e x a m p le s , one  o f  them  from  The S aga  o f  t h e  • 
V o ls u n g s . o f  d o o rs  t o  " th e  s e c r e t  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e  o r  h id e o u t  o f  t h e  g ods
^up r o s e  E d d a , p ,  3 1 ,
52H o b b i t , p .  164 .
^^ P ro s e  E d d a , p p . 3 1 - 3 2 .
64H o b b i t ,  p .  169 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 4 7
o r  t r o l l s "  w h ich  sw in e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c lo s e d  on a  c a r e l e s s  m o r t a l  who i s
l e a v in g  th e  h id e o u t, th e r e b y  i n j u r i n g  h i s  hand  o r  f o o t . ° ^  B i lb o  n a rro w ly
e s c a p e s  s u c h  a n  i n j u r y ,  a s  d o e s  Y va in  when he  p a s s e s  u n d e r  a  s h a r p ,
s p r in g - lo a d e d  p o r t c u l l i s  w h i le  c h a s in g  t h e  K n ig h t o f  th e  F o u n ta in ,  an d
Y vain  d o e s  s u f f e r  s y m b o lic  i n j u r y ,  f o r  h i s  s t e e d  i s  c u t  i n  two a n d  h i s
s p u r s  a r e  c u t  o f f  even  w i th  h i s  h e e l s , a n d  s i m i l a r  g a te s  t r a p  a  g ro u p
o f  k n i g h t s  i n  C h r e t i e n ’s  L a n c e lo t»^*  ̂ T a n c re d  i s  t r a p p e d  b y  d o o rs  t h a t
a u to m a t i c a l l y  c lo s e  b e h in d  him  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l i v e r e d . T h e  m agic
d o o r  a n d  th e  p a la c e  u n d e r  t h e  h i l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w o o d -e lv e s  a r e  b e g in -
i n g  to  w ith d ra w  from  th e  w o r ld  o f  m en, th o u g h  th e y  o n ly  u s e  t h e  c a v e  a t
59B i l b o 's  moment i n  h i s t o r y  a s  a  p a l a c e ,  t r e a s u r y ,  a n d  s t r o n g h o l d .
A f t e r  th e y  a r e  d e f e a te d  by t h e  i n v a d in g  S ons o f  G a e l ,  th e . T u a th a  de
D anaan d ep en d  on t h e  wisdom o f  M anannan t o  f i n d  r e f u g e s  f o r  th em .
S e l e c t i n g  th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y s  a n d  h i l l s  i n  I r e l a n d ,  h e  s e n d s
th e  d e f e a te d  t r i b e s  who w i l l  becom e t h e  S id h c - f o l k  i n t o  t h e s e  p l a c e s
a n d  p u t s  " h id d e n  w a l l s "  a ro u n d  them  w h ic h  a r e  o p aq u e  t o  o r d in a r y  p e o p le ,
b u t  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e  c a n  s e e  th ro u g h  t h e s e  w a l l s  a n d  v ;a lk  th ro u g h  
70th em . The w o o d -e lv e s  a r e  s a i d  b y  T o lk ie n  t o  h a v e  w ith d ra w n  " a f t e r  
t h e  com ing o f  Men" an d  t a k e n  "m ore  a n d  m ore t o  t h e  g lo a m in g  a n d  t h e
^ C h r é t ie n ,  p ,  192 ,
The O ld e s t  S t o r i e s  i n  t h e  W orld (B o s to n , 1 9 5 8 ) , p p . 4 5 -4 6 , 
66 ,
67
I b i d , ,  p ,  2 9 9 ,
® ^T asso , p ,  141 ,
^ ^ H o b b i t , p .  16 5 ,
70Gods a n d  F ig h t i n g  Men, p .  7 3 ,
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71d u s k ,"  I n  B i l b o 's  tim o  t h e  w ith d ra w a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  boGun, f o r  E l ro n d
l i v e s  i n  a  h id d e n  v a l l e y ,  a n d  i t  i s  d u sk  e v e ry  t i n e  B i lb o  m e e ts  e lv e s  
72
i n  The H o b b i t .  T o lk ie n  h a s  c l e a r l y  i m i t a t e d  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e  
who a p p e a r  i n  O ld I r i s h  s t o r i e s ,  f o r  h i s  e lv e s  r e s e m b le  them  i n  many 
w a y s , b u t  he  h a s  u s e d  t h e  s c a n t y  e l f  l o r e  i n  The P r o s e  Edda a s  w e ll*  
DELVINGS
D w e ll in g s  u n d e rg ro u n d  a r e  common i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n :  h o b b i t s ,
o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  m ore c o n s e r v a t i v e  o n e s ,  l i v e  i n  b u rro w s  ; t r o l l s  h a v e
t r e a s u r e  c a v e s ;  g o b l in s  l i v e  i n  c ru d e  t u n n e l s ,  e lv e s  i n  n e a t  c a v e r n s ,
d ra g o n s  u n d e r  m o u n ta in s ,  a n d  d w a rfs  i n  w e ll-h e w n  u n d e rg ro u n d  h a l l s .
The d w a rfs  p a s s  tw ic e  u n d e rg ro u n d  on t h e i r  jo u rn e y  i n  The H o b b i t , o n c e
u n d e r  t h e  M is ty  M o u n ta in s  a n d  o n ce  th ro u g h  t h e  e l f  k i n g 's  p a l a c e ,
N o rse  t r o l l s ,  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p te r  F o u r  a b o v e , commonly l i v e ,  l i k e  t h e i r
E n g l i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t  G r e n d e l ,  i n  u n d e rg ro u n d  l a i r s .  When B ag n aro k
a p p r o a c h e s ,  t h e  d w a r f s ,  v/ho a r e  c a l l e d  " m a s te r s  o f  t h e  ro c lc s ,"  a r e  s a i d
73t o  r o a r  ( o r  g ro a n )  " b e s i d e  t h e i r  s to n e  d o o r s , "  Though t h e  d w a rf  d o o r
74i n  The H o b b i t ,  "made t o  lo o k  e x a c t ly  l i k e  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  m o u n ta in ,"  
r e s e m b le s  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e  S id h e  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  i n v i s i b l e  from  t h e  o u t ­
s i d e ,  d w a rfs  c an  n e i t h e r  s e e  n o r  w a lk  th ro u g h  t h e  c lo s e d  d o o r ,  so  i t  
p r e c i s e l y  r e s e m b le s  t h e  d o o r  w h ic h  l e a d s  t o  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  p o r t i o n  o f  
J o h n 's  to w e r  i n  C h r e t i e n 's  rom ance  o f  C l i n e s ,  T h is  d o o r ,  "made o f  h a r d  
s to n e  w i th  s u c h  s k i l l  a n d  a r t  t h a t  yo u  c a n n o t  f i n d  t h e  c r a c k , "  o p e n s  
e a s i l y  i n  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  u n b ro k e n  w a l l  t o  r e v e a l  a  s ta i r v /a y  l e a d in g  down
H o b b i t . p ,  1 6 5 ,
’" ^ I b i d , ,  p p ,  5 7 ,  1 5 7 , 2 7 9 .
73P o e t i c  E d d a . p ,  21 ; P r o s e  E d d a , p .  8 0 ,
^^ H o b b i t , p .  3 3 .
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7 5t o  an  e l a b o r a t e  u n d e rg ro u n d  d w e l l in g .  The d w a rfs  H e id re k  e n c o u n te r s  
a t  s u n s e t  l i v e  b e h in d  " d o o r s ” w h ic h  a r e  n o t  d e s c r ib e d  an d  may b e  p u r e ly  
m a g ic a l  o p e n i n g s , n o t  th e  w e l l - f i t t e d  m e c h a n ic a l  c o n t r iv a n c e s  o f  
T o l k i e n 's  d w a rfs  a n d  C h r e t i e n 's  J o h n , I n  The P o e t i c  5 d d a , d w a rfs  a r e  
s a i d  t o  be  " i n  t h e  e a r t h , ” a n d  D v a l in 's  d w a r f - t r i b e  i s  s a i d  t o  h av e  l e f t
77
th e  r o c k s  t o  make a  home i n  f i e l d s  o f  s a n d .  The S id h e  l i v e ,  o f
c o u r s e ,  i n  h i l l s  i n  O ld  I r i s h  t a l e s ,  a n d  th e  K ing  o f  F a i r y  l i v e s  i n  a
73
g re e n  c o u n tr y  u n d e rg ro u n d  i n  S i r  O r f e o . b u t  m o r ta l s  l i v e  i n  s i m i l a r
h o u s e s  i n  s e v e r a l  m e d ie v a l s t o r i e s .  W ish in g  to  c o n c e a l  D e i rd r e  from
men b e c a u s e  he  knows t h e  t r o u b l e  s h e  w i l l  c a u s e ,  h e r  f a t h e r  h a s  h e r
r e a r e d  i n  h o u se  v / i th  a  r o o f  o f  g r e e n  s o d s  b y  th e  s i d e  o f  a  ro u n d  g re e n  
79h i l l o c k .  T r i s t a n  a n d  I s o l t  l i v e  f o r  some t im e  i n  a  c a v e rn  d e d ic a te d
to  t h e  G oddess o f  L o v e ,^ ^  a n d  a f t e r  h i s  e s c a p e  from  K ing  S i g g e i r ' s
s t o c l i s ,  Sigm und t a k e s  r e f u g e  i n  " a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  h o u se  i n  t h e  w ood .”
The fam ous I c e l a n d i c  o u t la w , G i s l i ,  h id e s  u n d e rg ro u n d  o f t e n  d u r in g  h i s
lo n g  o u t la w r y ,  o nce  i n  th e  u n d e rg ro u n d  room  o f  a n  o ld  woman; t h i s  room
s u g g e s t s  th e  sunny  h o le  o f  B i lb o  i n  t h a t  i t  a t  l e a s t  h a s  two o p e n in g s ,
32one  i n  h e r  k i t c h e n  and  one by  t h e  r i v e r ,  an d  d u r in g  h i s  s t a y  w i th  
I n g j a l d ,  G i s l i  " i s  a lw a y s  i n  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  room  when an y o n e  comes to
75
C h r é t i e n ,  p p .  1 6 3 -1 6 4 .
^ ^ H e id re k , p .  8 3 ,
77 P o e t i c  E d d a , p p . 6 - 7 .
S a n d s , p p . 1 9 4 -1 9 6 .
79 C u c h u la in , p .  106,
^ ^ G o t t f r i e d ,  p ,  261 «
V o ls u n g s , p .  5 6 .
^ ^ G i s l i ,  p .  3 5 ,
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83
th o  i s l a n d . "  Though th e  o n ly  s p e c i f i c  p a r a l l e l s  h e r e  seem  to  be  
bctv /con  th e  d w arf d o o r  i n  T o lk ie n  and  th e  d o o rs  i n  The P o e t ic  E d d a , 
h e id r e k . and  C lifcS s , th e s e  u n d e rg ro u n d  h o u se s  a r e  p a r t  o f  a  g e n e r a l  
b ack g ro u n d  o u t  o f  w h ich  th e  E o b b i t  h o le s  an d  o t h e r  c a v e - l i k e  homes may 
have  b e e n  c o n c e iv e d .
C aves a r e  u se d  b o th  a s  d w e l l in g s  an d  a s  h ig h w ay s i n  O rlan d o
F u r io s o  a n d  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d .  B ra d a ü a n t f a l l s  i n t o  a  d eep  cav e  i n  a
m o u n ta in  a n d  d i s c o v e r s ,  n o t  a  G o b lin  f o r t r e s s ,  b u t  t h e  ca v e  o f  M e r l in ,
a  s a c r e d  c a v e rn  w here  th e  w i z a r d 's  s o u l  s t i l l  l i v e s ,  an d  t h e r e  s h e  m ee ts
a  p r o p h e te s s  who h a s  G a n d a l f 's  a b i l i t y  to  f i n d  t h e  way th ro u g h  ro u g h
c a v e rn  r o a d s :
The way th e y  w en t was d a rk  an d  u n a c c e s s ib l e .
By s e c r e t  v a u l t s  an d  h o llo w s  o f  t h e  h i l l .
To f i n d  i t  o u t  h a d  b e e n  a  t h i n g  im p o s s ib le  
B u t w i th  th e  g u id e  o f  know ledge g r e a t  an d  s k i l l .
A t l a s t  th e y  come u n to  a  p a th  m ore p a s s i b l e .
By w h ich  th e y  c e a s e  n o t  to  a s c e n d  u n t i l
They q u i t e  had  l e f t  t h e  d a rk  an d  lo th so m e  p la c e
And sav; t h e  beams o f  P h o e b u s ' c h e e r f u l  fa c e .® ^
The m o ti f  o f  a  w iz a rd  l e a d in g  o r d in a r y  p e o p le  th ro u g h  d a rk  an d  s e c r e t
u n d e rg ro u n d  p a s s a g e s ,  fo u n d  i n  b o th  The H o b b it a n d  The L ord  o f  th e
P in g s , o c c u r s  tvn .ce  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d .  The p a g a n  w iz a r d ,  Ism e n ,
l e a d s  S o lim an  i n t o  J e ru s a le m  th ro u g h  a  t u n n e l  b u i l t  by  H e ro d , a  " s e c r e t
p a th ,  th o u g h  d a rk  an d  d e e p ." ^ ^  The C h r i s t i a n  w iz a rd  l e a d s  th e  two
Ic n ig h ts  who a r e  s e e k in g  P in a ld o
h e a d lo n g  dovm^g 
u n d e r  t h e  f lo o d ,  th ro u g h  v a s t  an d  h o llo w  d e e p s ;
83
G i s l i . p .  3 8 ,
^ ^ A r io s to ,  p ,  8 2 ,
^ ^ T a sso , p .  2 1 0 ,
86
I b i d . ,  p .  29 2 .
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a n d , a s  th e y  p a s s  lo d e s  o f  je w e ls  a n d  o r e ,  t h e  w iz a rd  e x p la in s  t h a t
o n ly  he a lo n e  c an  g u id e  th e n  t h e r e :
You a r e  w i th in  t h e  h o llo w  wonb (q u o th  h e )
Of f e r t i l e  e a r t h ,  t h e  n u r s e  o f  a l l  t h in g s  made;
And b u t  you  b ro u g h t  and  g u id e d  a r e  by  n e ,
H er s a c r e d  e n t r a i l s  c o u ld  no w ig h t  in v ad e »
The e l f - l s in g * s  p a l a c e ,  " a  g r e a t  c a v e ,  from  w h ich  c o u n t l e s s  s m a l l e r  o n es
o p en ed  o u t  on e v e ry  s i d e , "  vn.nds " f a r  u n d e rg ro u n d "  a n d  h a s  "many p a s -
sss a g e s  and  w ide  h a l l s , "  S t r o n g ly  s u g g e s t in g  t h i s  i s  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  .
p a la c e  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  w iz a rd :
I t  was a  c a v e , h ig h ,  w id e , l a r g e ,  a m p le , p l a i n ,  gg 
W ith  g o o d ly  ro o m s, h a l l s ,  c h a m b e rs , g a l l e r i e s .
The w iz a rd  i s  l i k e  t h e  e l f - k i n g  i n  t h a t  he  i s  a t t e n d e d  by  a  s o r t  o f
c o u r t ,  " a  h u n d re d  g ro o m s ,"  an d  t h e  " p r e c io u s  vri.ne" i n  h i s  d w e l l in g ^ ^
p a r a l l e l s  t h e  "vri-ne o f  D o m in io n "  w h ic h  i s  p a r t  o f  B i l b o 's  p la n  to
91e s c a p e  from  th e  e l f - k i n g ' s  h a l l s .  T h a t a  r i v e r  f lo w s  u n d e r  th o s e  
h a l l s  s t r e n g th e n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  T a s s o 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  w iz a r d 's  
d w e l l in g  a c t u a l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  T o l k i e n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th em , 
f o r  on th e  way to  h i s  d w e l l in g  t h e  w iz a rd  l e a d s  h i s  v i s i t o r s  by 
" s p a c io u s  c a v e s "  o v e r f lo w in g  w i th  w a t e r ,  an d  t h e s e  a r e  s a i d  to  b e  th e  
o r i g i n s  o f  " s e a s ,  r i v e r s ,  f l o o d s ,  la lc e s ,  f o u n t a i n s ,  w e l l s ,  an d  s p r in g s ," .92 
The e l f - k in g * s  h a l l s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  p l a i n e r  a n d  l e s s  m a rv e lo u s  th a n  th e
87nT a s s o , p . 2 9 3 .
8 8 H o b b it ,  p . 155,
89_
T a s s o , p . 2 9 4 ,
9 0 _  . , l o x a , , p . 2 9 5 .
91 H o b b it ,  p ., 175
92 T a s s o , p . 2 9 2 .
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v /isa rù fc , b u t  th o y  b a v e  n a n y  o f  th o  samo f e a t u r e s .  T h ese  f e a t u r e s ,  an d  
t h e  s t r o n g  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e e n  B ra d a m a n t’s  a d v e n tu r e s  u n d e rg ro u n d  and  
th e  d w a r f s ' i n d i c a t e  t h a t  T o U iie n 's  a c c o u n ts  o f  u n d e rg ro u n d  jo u rn e y s  
an d  d w e l l in g s  may h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  r e a d in g  o f  
A r io s to  an d  T a s s o ,
■ CONCLUSION
E choes o f  m e d ie v a l  s o u r c e s  i n  P a r t  I I I  o f  The H o b b it  a r e  few  b u t  
uncommonly c l e a r s  M irkwood s u g g e s t s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  name 
t h e  N v rk v iS r  o f  t h e  E d d a s , a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  i t  s t r o n g l y  re s e m b le  
p a s s a g e s  i n  Jam es S t e p h e n s ' r e t e l l i n g  o f  a n  O ld  I r i s h  t a l e  an d  i n  
J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d ,  The m a g ic a l  s t r e a m  may b e  d e r iv e d  from  s o u r c e s  
o t h e r  th a n  th o s e  s u rv e y e d ,  f o r  no v e ry  p l a u s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  i t  h a s  b e e n  
fo u n d , b u t  c l e a r l y  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  w h i te  d e e r  a n d  o f  t h e  e l f - 1-d .ng 's  
h u n t  a r e  d e r iv e d  from  m e d ie v a l  f a i r y  l o r e ,  a n d  t h e  h u n t  seem s to  echo 
a  s p e c i f i c  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  rom ance o f  S i r  O r fe o ,  T o l k i e n 's  e lv e s  a r e  
m o d e le d , w i th  l i t t l e  c h a n g e , on th e  I r i s h  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e , th o u g h  
t h e r e  a r e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  some o f  t h e i r  t r a i t s  i n  t h e  e lv e s  o f  th e  
E ddas a n d  i n  f a i r y  f o l k  o f  M id d le  E n g l i s h  ro m a n c e . L ik e  T o l k i e n 's  
e lv e s ,  t h e  S id h e - f o l k  know m e n 's  nam es, a r e  e x p e r t  a t  m u s ic , an d  d r e s s  
i n  g r e e n .  Though th e y  a r e  im m o r ta ls  w i th  a  h o m elan d  i n  t h e  W e st, th e y  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  m arry  w i th  m o r t a l s  a n d  th e y  h a v e  w ith d ra w n  b e h in d  m agic 
d o o rs  i n  t h e  s i d e s  o f  h i l l s  a n d  ta k e n  t o  a p p e a r in g  m o s t ly  a t  t w i l i g h t .
The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  W ood-E lves a n d  L ig h t - E lv e s  i n  The H o b b it  a p p e a r s  
to  b e  d e r iv e d  from  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e lv e s  i n  The P r o s e  E d d a , a n d  t h e  
many u n d e rg ro u n d  d w e l l in g s  a n d  jo u rn e y s  i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  fo l lo w  
p r e c e d e n t s ,  n o t  o n ly  from  C e l t i c  f a i r y - t a l e s ,  b u t  from  O ld  N o rse  s a g a s  
an d  I t a l i a n  r o m a n t ic  e p ic s  a s  w e l l .  M e d ie v a l C e l t i c  e c h o e s ,  w eak i n  
t h e  r e s t  o f  The H o b b i t ,  a r e  v e ry  s t r o n g  on  t h e  e l f - r o a d  th ro u g h  ^lirlcwood.
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C h a p te r  S even  
D e s e r t s ,  D ragons a n d  D ragon  H oards
The f i n a l  p a r t  o f  The H o b b it  t e l l s  o f  t h e  d w a r f s ' e n c o u n te r  w i th  
th e  d ra g o n , o f  h i s  d e a th ,  a n d  o f  t h e  a l l o t t i n g  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  h e  l e a v e s  
b e h in d .  B e c a u se  t h e  d ra g o n  i s  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  new c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  a n d  b e c a u s e  d ra g o n s  o c c u r  s o  o f t e n  i n  a n d  seem  s o  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c  o f  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  Smaug w i l l  occupy  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  
c h a p t e r .  F i r s t  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  th e  d e s o l a t i o n  w h ic h  s u r r o u n d s  h i s  
m o u n ta in , t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  l i f e  an d  th e  b ro k e n  re m a in s  o f  t h e  tow n  he  h a s  
d e s t r o y e d .  The e v e n ts  o f  t h e  e n c o u n te r  w i th  a n d  th e  s l a y i n g  o f  th e  
d ra g o n  w i l l  b e  com pared  v / i th  s i m i l a r  e v e n ts  i n  m e d ie v a l  f i c t i o n ,  a n d  a n  
a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  m e d ie v a l  w orks w h ic h  may h a v e  s u g ­
g e s te d  h i s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  m eans o f  f i g h t in g *  F i n a l l y ,  th e  
c o n te n t s  o f  S m au g 's  h o a rd  v / i l l  b e  exam ined  and  com pared  v / i th  s i m i l a r  
t r e a s u r e  h e ld  b y  d ra g o n s  i n  m e d ie v a l  f i c t i o n .
DESERTS
When t h e  d w a rfs  h a v e  b e e n  r e s u p p l i e d  by  th e  L ake-m en , th e y  row 
to w a rd  t h e  M o u n ta in  a n d  l a n d  i n  t h e  D e s o la t io n  o f  t h e  D ra g o n , a  b le a k  
a n d  em pty r e g i o n  w h ich  o n ce  w as " f a i r  a n d  g r e e n ,"  th o u g h  now o n ly  s p a r s e  
g r a s s  a n d  t h e  b u rn e d  s tu m p s  o f  t r e e s  an d  b u s h e s  re m a in .^  The c o n d i t io n  
o f  t h i s  l a n d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o f  M ordor i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in a s , w here  
b a r r e n  e a r t h  r e s u l t s  from  S a u r o n 's  d e v i l i s h  te c h n o lo g y  a n d  h i s  h a t r e d  
o f  g ro w in g  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  d r a g o n 's  n a t u r e  t o  d e s t r o y  
o t h e r  l i v i n g  t h i n g s ,  f o r  h e  p l a n s  a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a k e -
H o b b i t , p p . 1 9 4 -1 9 5 .
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tow n " to  c o t  a l l  th e  s h o r e la n d s  a b la z e  an d  w i t h e r  e v e ry  f i e l d  and  p a s -
2 3
t u r e . "  B e o w u lf 's  d ra g o n  l i v e s  i n  a  w i ld e r n e s s *  Though t h e r e  i s  no
r e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  h a v in g  c a u se d  i t s  d e s o l a t i o n ,  h e  d o e s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y
b u rn  a n d  d e s t r o y  l i v i n g  t h in g s  when h e  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  som eone ha,a
s t o l e n  h i ; p r e c io u s  c u p : "T hen th e  f i e n d  b e g a n  to  vom it- f o r t h  f la m e s ,
to  b u rn  t h e  n o b le  d w e l l in g s ;  th e  g leam  o f  f i r e  b l a z e d  f o r t h ,  a  t e r r o r
to  t h e  s o n s  o f  men; t h e  h a t e f u l  c r e a t u r e  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a i r  w o u ld  l e a v e
t h e r e  no t h i n g  w i th  l i f e »  The s e r p e n t ' s  w a r f a r e  w as vd .dely  v i s i b l e ,
4
th e  v e n g e a n c e  o f  t h e  d e v a s t a t o r . "  N ith h o g g , a  f l y i n g  d ra g o n  i n  H o rse  
m y th o lo g y , gnaws a t  t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h e  V /o r ld - t r e e ,^  w h ic h , w r i t e s  T u r-  
v i l l e - P e t r e ,  " u p h o ld s  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  even  a s  t h e  m ain  p i l l a r s  u p h o ld  a  
h o u s e ." ^  The f i e r y  d ra g o n  i n  T r i s t a n  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e " b u rd e n e d  th e  la n d
7
an d  p e o p le  vd .th  . . .  a n  e x c e s s  o f  h a rm ,"  a n d  h e  l i v e s  i n  t h e  w i ld .
T h e re  a r e  many o t h e r  w a s te la n d s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  ex a m in ed , some o f  
them  r u l e d  by e v i l  b e in g s .  G re n d e l an d  h i s  dam " d w e l l  i n  a  l a n d  unknow n,
g
w o l f - h a u n te d  s l o p e s ,  w in d -sw e p t h e a d la n d s ,  p e r i l o u s  m a rsh p a th s .V  I n  
th e  V o lu sn ^  t h e  r e a lm s  o f  t h e  g i a n t s  an d  o f  t h e  d e a d  a r e  b a r e  an d  d e a d ly :  
a  r i v e r  from  t h e  g i a n t s '  home " p o u rs  th ro u g h  p o is o n e d  v a l e s  vhLth sw o rd s 
an d  d a g g e r s , "  a n d  E e l ' s  h o u se  i s  a  p l a c e  o f  c o ld  an d  venom w here  N ighhogg
9
s u c k s  d e a d  m e n 's  b lo o d  a n d  t h e  w o lf  t e a r s  th em . I n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d .
^ H o b b i t . p .  2 3 6 .
^ B e o w u lf , 1 .  2297*
^ I b i d . , 1 1 . 2 3 1 2 -2 3 1 7 ; q u o te d  from  H a l l ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  p .  137 . 
^ P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  9 7 .
° T u r v i l l e - P e t r e ,  p .  2 7 9 ,
7
T r i s t a n , p .  159 .
^ B eo w u lf, 1 1 . 1 3 5 7 -1359 ; H a l l ,  p .  8 9 .
^ P o e t i c  E d d a , p p . 16—1 7 ,
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t h e  e v i l  k in g ,  A la d in e ,  d e s t r o y s  a l l  t h e  t r e e s  an d  b n i ld i n g s  a ro u n d  h i s  
c i t y  an d  p o is o n s  th e  w e l l s .  T h is  S a u r o n - l ik e  d e e d  i s  p e rfo rm e d  vri-th 
f i r e :
The s u b u rb s  f i r s t ,  f l a t  w i th  t h e  g ro u n d  he p l a i n 'd ,
And b u r n t  t h e i r  b u i ld i n g s  w i th  d e v o u r in g  f i r e .
P e rh a p s  t h e  m ost fam ous m e d ie v a l  w a s te la n d ,  h o w ev er, i s  t h a t  w h ich
r e s u l t s  when th e  k e e p e r  o f  t h e  G r a i l  i s  w ounded vri.th a  s p e a r , a n d
P e r c i v a l  comes upon a  b e le a g u e re d  c a s t l e  o u t s i d e  o f  w h ich  t h e r e  i s
1 2
" n o th in g  b u t  s e a  and  w a te r  an d  r a v a g e d  f i e l d s . ” A l l  o f  t h e s e  a c c o u n ts
an d  o t h e r s  l i k e  them  may c o n t r i b u t e  a n  e c h o in g  d e p th  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n
o f  t h e  d r a g o n 's  w a s te la n d ,  b u t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  D e s o la t io n
o f  Sm aug, and  th e  o n ly  c l e a r  o n e , i s  t h e  r a v a g in g  o f  t h e  B eow ulf d ra g o n .
As th e y  a p p ro a c h  t h e  M o u n ta in , B i lb o  a n d  t h e  d w a rfs  s e e  i n  th e
b a r e  r i v e r  v a l l e y  th e  b ro k e n  re m a in s  o f  t h e  tow n o f  D a le , " g re y  r u i n s
o f  a n c i e n t  h o u s e s ,  to w e r s ,  an d  w a l l s , "  a n d  B a l in  o b s e rv e s  t h a t  th e
v a l l e y  was " r i c h  an d  p l e a s a n t  i n  t h e  d a y s  when t h e  b e l l s  r a n g  i n  t h a t  
13to w n ."  P a s s in g  th ro u g h  D ale  a g a in  a f t e r  t h e  d r a g o n 's  d e p a r t u r e ,  th e
company f o r d s  th e  r i v e r  w here  a  b r id g e  t h a t  B a l in  rem em bers i s  fo u n d
b ro k e n , "m o st o f  i t s  s to n e s  . . .  now o n ly  b o u ld e r s  i n  t h e  s h a l lo w  n o i s y  
14s t r e a m ."  The r u in s  o f  e a r l i e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  i n  The L o rd  o f  t h e  PinKS 
a r e  to o  num erous to  r e q u i r e  l i s t i n g ,  b u t  among t h e  e a r l i e s t  e n c o u n te re d
10 •T a s s o , p .  2 1 .
S o g e r  Sherm an L oom is, The D evelopm ent o f  A r th u r ia n  Romance 
(New Y o rk , 1 9 5 3 ), p p . 1 2 1 -1 2 2 .
1 2 L oom is, Somance s , p .  3 6 .
^^ H o b b i t . p .  195 ,
"‘V o i d . ,  p .  23 2 .
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a r e  s t o a e  p i l l a r s  on th e  B arrow -dov/ns ( I ,  190) a n d  th e  "w id e  r i n g  o f  
vena ien t s to n e -w o rk "  w h ich  was t h e  B a se  o f  a n  a n c i e n t  w a tc h to w e r  on 
W c a th c rto p  ( I ,  2 5 1 ) . M e la n c h o ly  c o n te m p la t io n  o f  t h e  f a l l e n  a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l  g l o r i e s  o f  th e  p a s t  i s  common i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  v e r s e .  "The 
W a n d e re r ,"  c o n te m p la t in g  t h e  " o ld  w ork  o f  g i a n t s "  o b s e rv e s  th e  p a s s in g  
away o f  g l o r y :
A h e ro  Icnows how d re a d  i t  w i l l  b e
When a l l  t h e  w e a l th  o f  t h e  w o r ld  l i e s  w a s te .
When, blow n by  w in d , t h e  w a l l s  s t a n d   ̂^
R u ined  w i th  r im e , s to r m - b e a te n  d w e l l i n g s ,
Tho l a s t  s u r v i v o r  o f  a  n o b le  r a c e ,  who f i l l s  th e  b a rro w  w h ich  i s  l a t e r
h a u n te d  by  B e o w u lf 's  f o e ,  la m e n ts  t h e  p a s s in g  o f  t h e  jo y s  o f  t h e  h a l l» ^ ^
B u t t h e  c l e a r e s t  p a r a l l e l  w i th  T o l k i e n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s to n e  r u i n s  i s
t h e  O ld E n g l i s h  f ra g m e n t c a l l e d  "T he R u in ,"  w h ich  d e s c r i b e s  vriLth w onder
th e  re m a in s  o f  a  g r e a t  s to n e  tow n:
.W ondrous i s  t h i s  w a l l- s to n e ,  b ro k e n  by  Wyrd; 
th e  s t r o n g  p la c e s  a r e  c ra c k e d — th e  w ork  o f  g i a n t s  c ru m b les*  
R oofs a r c  f a l l e n ,  t h e  to w e rs  i n  r u i n s ,
The b a r r e d  g a te  b ro k e n  down, w i th  f r o s t  on th e  l im e .
T h is  p a s s a g e  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  f i r s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  D ale  i n  i t s  s p e c i f i c
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  h o u s e s ,  to w e r s ,  a n d  w a l l s .  B a l i n 's  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e
b e l l s  o f  D a le  may b e  a  b r i e f  echo  o f  t h e  im a g in a t iv e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f
1 st r a n s i t o r y  g l o r y ,  o f  s u c h  t h in g s  a s  " t h e  b r i g h t  c u p ,"  " th e  jo y  o f  th e
19 20h a r p , "  an d  " th e  f o r t r e s s e s  w i th  h a l l s  f o r  b a t h i n g , "  w h ich  o c c u r  i n
 ̂^W ord-K oard, p .  3 9 ,
 ̂° B e o w u lf , 1 1 . 2 2 6 2 -2 2 6 5 .
 ̂^W ord-H oard , p .  61 .
^ ^ I b id o ,  p .  3 9 .
^S .e o v m lf . 1 .  2 262 .
2 0 V.'ord-Hoard. p .  6 1 .
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"T he W a n d e re r ,"  Beovmlti?, a n d  "The l îu i n ,"  One n o n - E n g lis h  d e s c r ip t i o n ,  
o f  a  r u in e d  tow n , t h e  tow n w h ich  P e r c i v a l  f i n d s  s u r ro u n d e d  by  b a r r e n  
f i e l d s ,  i s  n o t  a  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  r u i n s  o f  D a le  b e c a u s e  t h e  tow n i s  s u b -
21
s t a n t i a l l y  i n t a c t — i t s  w a l l s  c r a c k e d ,  g a t e s  b ro k e n , an d  to w e rs  r o o f l e s s  
— b u t  i t  d o e s  s u g g e s t  s t r o n g l y  t h e  d e c a d e n t  s t a t e  o f  M inas T i r i t h  i n  
The L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s .  The s to n e  r u i n s  by  t h e  M o u n ta in  a n d  o t h e r  s im i ­
l a r  r u i n s  i n  ToUcLen’ s  f i c t i o n  seem  t o  b e  i m i t a t e d  from  t h e  r u i n s  d e s ­
c r ib e d  i n  O ld  E n g l i s h  p o e t r y .
DRAGONS
T h e re  a r e  many d ra g o n s  i n  m e d ie v a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  Gnavring a t  t h e
r o o t s  o f  t h e  W o r ld - t r e e  i n  E d d ie  m y th o lo g y  i s  t h e  g r e a t  s e r p e n t  N ith h o g g
22• th e  D read  B i t e r ' ,  who i s  c a l l e d  a  d ra g o n  an d  f l i e s  up  from  d a rk n e s s
23b e a r in g  th e  b o d ie s  o f  men on  h i s  w in g s , a n d  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s e r p e n t s
24
w o rk in g  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t r e e .  A huge d ra g o n  f o l lo w e d
by  " a  t r a i n  o f  s e r p e n t s ,  p a d d o c k s , a n d  v i p e r s "  r u s h e s  t o  d e fe n d  I c e l a n d
25from  an  in v a d in g  w a r lo c k  i n  t h e  H e lm s k r in g la , a n d  t h e  A n g lo -S ax o n
C h r o n ic le  f o r  793 r e p o r t s  '^ -ù ir lw in d s  an d  f i e r y  d ra g o n s  f l y i n g  a c r o s s
26th e  s k y "  i n  N o r th u m b r ia . Y v a in  r e s c u e s  a  l i o n  from  a  d ra g o n  i n
27 28C h r e t i e n 's  poem, F r o th o  s l a y s  a  d ra g o n  i n  S a x o 's  H i s t o r y .  T r i s t a n
21
L o o m is, R om ances. 3 7 .
^ ^ P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  97 .
I b i d . ,  2 5 .
2 ^ I b i d . ,  p .  9 8 .
25H e lm s k r in g la , p .  3 3 .
^ °W o rd -E o ard , p .  27 4 .
^ ^ C h r e t ie n ,  p .  2 2 3 .
28Ŝ a x o , p .  x c i .
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k i l l s  a  f ir e - d r a lc G  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  d e v o u r in g  p o e p l e  a n d  w a s t i n g  l a n d ,
an d  th e  s l a y i n g  o f  "b re n n y n g o  dragons'- ' i s  l i s t e d  among t h e  a c c o m p lis h -
30m en ts  o f  Gaw ain i n  S i r  Gav;ain an d  th e  C a r l  o f  C a r l i s l e .  I n  G e o f f re y
o f  M onm outh 's H is to r y  o f  t h e  Kinrs o f  B r i t a i n , young  M e r l in  p ro v e s  h i s
wisdom by r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  o f  p o o r  f o u n d a t io n s  u n d e r  K ing
V o r t i g o r n 's  to w e r  i s  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  p o o l ,  v n .th in  w h ich  two d ra g o n s
31
s l e e p  i n  two h o llo w  s t o n e s ,  a  b a l l  o f  f i r e  " i n  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  a
32d ra g o n "  g iv e s  U th e r  P e n d ra g o n  h i s  nam e, an d  A r th u r  h a s  a  v i s i o n  o f
33a  d ra g o n  f l y i n g  from  th e  e a s t ,  C u c h u la in  k i l l s  a  g r e a t  worm w h ich
h a s  a  m outh  s o  l a r g e  t h a t  i t  seem s " t h a t  one  o f  t h e  h o u s e s  w ou ld  f i t
i n t o  i t s  g u l l e t , a n d  a  h u g e , f i r e - b r e a t h i n g  s e r p e n t  o b s t r u c t s  t h e
k n i g h t s  on t h e i r  "'ay t o  f r e e  P in a ld o  from  A rm id a 's  i s l a n d  i n  J e r u -  
35Salem  D e l iv e r e d .  The m ost fam ous d r a g o n s ,  h o w e v e r , and  t h e  o n e s  w h ich  
seem  t o  h a v e  m ost i n f l u e n c e d  T o l k i e n 's  p o r t r a y a l  o f  Smaug a r e  th o s e  
k i l l e d  b y  B eow u lf a n d  S ig u r d ,  B e o w u lf 's  f i r e - d r a k e  i s  t o l d  o f  o n ly  i n  
t h e  O ld  E n g l i s h  poem, b u t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  S ig u rd  i s  t o l d  i n  b o th  E d d a s , 
i n  The Sarca o f  t h e  V o ls u n g s , a n d  i n  The N ib s lu n g e n l ie d .
The s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r o u s in g  a n d  s l a y i n g  o f  B e o w u lf 's  d ra g o n  p a r a l l e l s  
a t  many p o i n t s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  Smaug i n  The E o b b i t ,  B o th  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  a n  
u n d e rg ro u n d  v a u l t  f u l l  o f  t r e a s u r e  u n d i s tu r b e d  f o r  many y e a r s - ^ B e o v n ilf ' s
29 T r i s t a n , p .  15 7 .
30 S a n d s , p .  3 5 4 .
31
G e o f f r e y ,  p .  13 5 .
oo
I b i d . ,  p .  17 2 .
^ I b i d , , p .  2 1 1 .
34 C u c h u la in , p ,  7 5 .
^ ^ T a s s o , p p . 3 1 2 -3 1 3 ,
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fo e  f o r  t h r e e  h u n d red  v ; i n t e r s ,^ °  Snaug f o r  o v e r  one h u n d re d  an d  s e v e n ty
y e a r s  ( I I I ,  4 6 0 ) - - a n d  n e i t h e r  h a s  deprived any  b e n e f i t  from  th e  t r e a s u r e :
37th e  B eovnilf v/orm i s  ”n o t  one w h i t  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  i t , "  an d  T o l k i e n 's
38
d ra g o n s  " n e v e r  e n jo y  a  b r a s s  r i n g  o f  i t » "  E ach  d ra g o n  i s  a s l e e p  on
39h i s  t r e a s u r e  i n  th e  m id s t  o f  a  d e s e r t e d  p la c e  when a  s o l i t a r y  man,
a n  o u tla w  i n  B e o w u lf , B ilb o  i n  The H o b b i t , e n t e r s  t h e  v a u l t  and  s t e a l s
a  v a lu a b le  c u p . B i l b o 's  i s  c a l l e d  " a  g r e a t  tw o -h a n d le d  c u p , a s  heavy  a s
he c o u ld  c a r r y , a n d  th e  B eow ulf cup  i s  a  rnaSum faet m aere  'fam o u s  
41p r e c io u s  v e s s e l ' .  When B e o w u lf 's  d ra g o n  a w a k e n s , h e  d i s c o v e r s  th e
f o o t p r i n t s  o f  th e  i n t r u d e r  an d  b e g in s  t o  lo o k  f o r  h im : "G low ing  and
f i e r c e  a t  h e a r t ,  he  w ent c o m p le te ly  ro u n d  th e  b a rro w  o f te n t im e s ;  t h e r e
v/as n o t  a n y  man t h e r e ,  i n  t h a t  d e s e r t e d  p l a c e . "  He c a n n o t  f i n d  th e  c u p ,
a n d  he knows t h a t  a  man h a s  s t o l e n  i t ,  so  he  h a s  j o y f u l  th o u g h ts  o f  
42f i g h t i n g .  When Smaug a w ak en s , h e  d o e s  n o t  s e e  f o o t p r i n t s ,  b u t  he  
s m e l ls  a  s t r a n g e n e s s  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  m is s e s  th e  c u p . T h en , l i k e  th e  O ld 
E n g l is h  d ra g o n , he  h u n ts  " ro u n d  and  ro u n d  th e  m o u n ta in s id e s ,"  b a th in g  
th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  d w a r f s ' d o o r  w i th  f l a m e . B o t h  d ra g o n s  f l y  a t  
n i g h t ,  and  B e o w u lf 's  f o e ,  a f t e r  d i s c o v e r in g  t h e  c u p 's  a b s e n c e ,  w a i t s  
f o r  th e  n i g h t  a n d  th e n  go es  " f o r t h  w i th  f la m e "  t o  " b u rn  m a g n i f ic e n t
35B e o w u lf , 1 . 2 2 7 8 ,
37
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d w e l l i n g s ."  Smaug, f i r s t  d i s c o v e r in g  h i s  l o s s  a t  n i g h t ,  f l i e s  o u t
im m e d ia te ly  an d  r e t i r e s  to  h i s  h o a rd  when dawn b r e a k s . D u r i n g  th e
day  he h a s  a  d ia lo g u e  w i th  B i lb o  w h ich  h a s  no e q u iv a le n t  i n  B eo v /u lf .
b u t  when th e  n e x t  n ig h t  f a l l s ,  Smaug " r o s e  i n  f i r e "  t o  d e s t r o y  th e  town 
45
Of E s g a r o th ,  w hore one sw eep o f  h i s  t a i l  sm ash es th e  r o o f  o f  th e  
47G re a t  H ouse . T h is  com pares w i th  t h e  B e o w u lf 's  d r a g o n 's  g o in g  " f o r t h
w i th  f la m e"  t o  " b u rn  m a g n i f ic e n t  d w e l l i n g s ,"  b u t  Smaug d o e s  n o t  r e t u r n
l i k e  th e  B eow ulf d ra g o n , f o r  he m ee ts  h i s  b a n e  on t h a t  r a i d .  The n o b le
48a r c h e r ,  B a rd , s t a n d s  a lm o s t  d e s e r t e d  among b u rn in g  h o u s e s ,  and a l l  
b u t  one o f  B e o w u lf 's  com pan ions d e s e r t  him  when th e y  s e e  him  " e n c i r c l e d  
w i th  f i r e . " ^ ^  B ard  s h o o ts  Smaug i n  t h e  h o llo w  o f  t h e  l e f t  b r e a s t ,  
an d  th e  o t h e r  d ra g o n  d i e s  when V /ig la f  s t r i k e s  him  " a  l i t t l e  lo w e r  down" 
th a n  th e  h e a d  an d  B eow ulf c le a v e s  him  i n  tw o .^^  T h e re  a r e  many d i f f e r ­
e n c e s  b e tw e en  t h e  two t a l e s ,  b u t  th e  d e t a i l s  th e y  h av e  i n  common a r e  
g iv e n ,  a lm o s t  i n v a r i a b l y ,  i n  t h e  sam e o r d e r  i n  b o th  n a r r a t i v e s .  One 
f i n a l  p o in t  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  i s  T o l k i e n 's  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  w a te r s  o u t s i d e  ' 
S m aug 's g a te  r i s i n g  " i n  f i e r c e  w h i s t l i n g  s te a m "  a s  t h e  a n g ry  d rag o n
52
le a v e s  h i s  c a v e , f o r  when B eow ulf a p p ro a c h e s  t h e  d r a g o n 's  l a i r , ; h e  
s e e s  "b y  th e  w a l l  a  ro c k y  a r c h "  from  w h ic h  b u r s t s  o u t  a  s t r e a m ;  "H ot
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53v;as th e  w e l l in g  o f  t h e  f lo o d  w ith  d e a d ly  f i r e , "  T o l k i e n 's  own i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n  o f  "The F r o n t  G a te"  show s w a te r  a n d  s t c a n  i s s u i n g  from  a  s t o n c -
54r e i n f o r c e d  a r c h  i n  th e  m o u n ta in  w a l l ,
B eow ulf d o es  n o t ,  h o w ev er, a c c o u n t  e n t i r e l y  f o r  Smaug, f o r  t h e r e  i s
no r e f e r e n c e  to  th o  B eow ulf d r a g o n 's  t a l l c in g  o r  h a v in g  l im b s ,  B eow ulf
c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  m o n s te r  w i th  a  b a t t l e  c r y  a n d  i s  a n sw e re d  o n ly  by  r o a r -  
55in g  f la m e s ,  b u t  Smaug t a l k s  q u i t e  i n t e l l i g e n t l y .  Though r e f e r r e d  to
a s  a  d r a c a  'd r a g o n ' ,  B e o w u lf 's  bane  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  a  wvrm ' s e r p e n t ' ,
an d  he  b e h a v e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  h i s  f l y i n g ,  b r e a t h i n g  f i r e ,  and  g u a rd in g
g o ld ,  much l i k e  a  v e ry  l a r g e  an d  i n t e l l i g e n t  s n a k e .  Though h e  i s  l a r g e
enough to  d i s c o m f o r t  two g r e a t  w a r r i o r s  a n d  b u rn  s p l e n d i d  d w e l l i n g s ,
t h e  d ra g o n  i s  n o t  v e ry  t h i c k  a b o u t  t h e  m id d le ,  f o r  B eovnilf i s  a b le  t c
c u t  him  i n  two w i th  t h e  w a e lse a x  ' b a t t l e - k n i f e '  t h a t  h e  w e a rs  on h i s
c o r s e l e t , a  w eapon c e r t a i n l y  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  sw o rd  w h ic h  h e  h a s
j u s t  b r o k e n .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  B eow u lf d ra g o n  i s  sh a p e d
l i k e  a  s e r p e n t  r a t h e r  th a n  l i k e  a  l i z a r d ,  b u t  Smaug i s  l i z a r d - l i k e
57a c c o r d in g  to  T o l k i e n 's  i l l u s t r a t i o n  on  t h e  t r e a s u r e  map, an d  h e  i s  
s a i d  t o  h av e  c la w s^ ^  an d  l i e  i n  h i s  c a v e  l i k e  a n  " im m e a su ra b le  b a t , " ^ ^  
F u r th e r m o r e ,  th o u g h  t h e  wvrm t u r n s  t;vo o f  B e o w u lf 's  b lo w s , tw o o t h e r s  
c u t  him  w i th o u t  th e  f i g h t e r s '  h a v in g  made a n y  a p p a r e n t  e f f o r t  to  f i n d
53
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a  p a r t i c u l a r  w eak s p o t ,  so  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  m u st b e  fo u n d , n o t  o n ly  f o r
S m a u s 's  s p e a k in g  a n d  h a v in g  c la w s ,  b u t  f o r  h i s  b e in g  a rm o red  i n  a l l
b u t  one p l a c e .  T hese  s o u r c e s  seem  to  b e  t h e  N o rse  t a l e s  o f  t h e  k i l l i n g
o f  F a f n i r ,  who r e s e m b le s  Smaug f u r t h e r  i n  t h a t  h e  h a s  a  name a n d  h as
a c q u i r e d  h i s  t r e a s u r e  by  v io le n c e  r a t h e r  th a n  by  a c c i d e n t , a n d  F a f n i r * s
t r e a s u r e ,  l i k e  S m a u g 's , was o r i g i n a l l y  t a k e n  from  a  d w a r f .
The B eow ulf d ra g o n  i s  unknown u n t i l  a n  o u tla w e d  m an, lo o k in g  f o r
f o r  s h e l t e r ,  e n t e r s  h i s  b a r ro w , a n d  t h e  m a n 's  h e lp  i s  n e e d e d  to  f in d
th e  b a rro w  a g a i n , b u t  F a f n i r  i s  w e l l  know n, a n d  men a v o id  h i s  d w e l l in g
a t  G n ita h e a d  f o r  f e a r  o f  h im . V/hen B e g in  d e s c r i b e s  him  t o  S ig u r d ,  th e
h e ro  a n s w e rs ,  " I  know t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  d r a g o n , th o u g h  I  am b u t  y o u n g ,
an d  I  h av e  h e a rd  i t  s a i d  t h a t  n one  d a r e s  t o  go a g a i n s t  him  b e c a u s e  he
i s  s o  g r e a t  a n d  c r u e l . I n  t h i s  way t h e  F a f n i r  o f  The S aga  o f  th e
V o lsu n g s  re s e m b le s  Sm aug, an d  h e  i s  t a l k a t i v e  i n  t h e  N o rse  v e r s i o n s  o f
h i s  d e a th .  S ig u rd  k i l l s  him  by  d ig g in g  a  p i t  i n  t h e  p a th  down w hich
h e  g o e s  t o  d r in k  a n d  by  d r i v i n g  a  m a rv e lo u s ly  s h a r p  sw o rd  i n t o  h i s  h e a r t .
63The P o e t i c  Edda r e c o r d s  t h e  t h r u s t  t o  t h e  h e a r t ,  an d  The P r o s e  Edda
64
s a y s  m e re ly  t h a t  t h e  sw ord  w as t h r u s t  th ro u g h  h im , b u t  d e t a i l s  o f  
F a f n i r * s  d e a th -b lo w  i n  t h e  S aga  p a r a l l e l  d e t a i l s  o f  Smaug’ s  i n  The Hob­
b i t .  B eg in  t e l l s  S igm und t h a t  h e  m ust s t r i k e  a t  t h e  d r a g o n 's  h e a r t  
from  b e n e a th ,  s o  S igm und t h r u s t s  " t h e  sw o rd  i n  u n d e r  t h e  l e f t  s h o u ld e r ,
^^ V o ls u n g s . p .  8 6 .
B e o w u lf ,  1 .  2 410 .
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a s  d e e p  a s  t h e  B i lb o  h a s  h e a r d  t h a t  d ra g o n s  a r e  s o f t e r  u n d e r ­
n e a th ,  " e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e g io n  o f  t h e — e r — c h e s t , "  b u t  Smaug in fo rm s
him t h a t  h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  i s  o b s o l e t e .  S t i l l  B i lb o  o b s e rv e s  a n  unarm ed
55p a tc h  " i n  t h e  h o llo w  o f  h i s  l e f t  b r e a s t , "  a n d , a f t e r  B ard  r e c e i v e s
t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n  by  way o f  t h e  h e l p f u l  t h r u s h ,  he  b u r i e s  h i s  a rro w
" b a r b ,  s h a f t  an d  f e a t h e r "  i n t o  t h e  h o llo w  o f  t h e  d ra g o n ’s  l e f t  b r e a s t .
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  F a f n i r  o f  The S aga  o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  h a s  a  s h o u ld e r  a t
a l l  c o n n e c ts  him  f u r t h e r  w i th  Smaug; t h e  F a f n i r  o f  t h e  E ddas may w e l l
b e  a  g r e a t  s e r p e n t  l i k e  B e o w u lf’ s  d r a g o n , f o r  no m e n tio n  i s  made o f
l im b s  i n  Tho P o e t i c  E d d a , and  The P r o s e  Edda s a y s  t l i a t  F a f n i r  h a s  becom e
a  s e r p e n t  a n d  t h a t  h e  g l i d e s  down to  t h e  w a t e r .  T h e re  a r e  s i m i l a r i t i e s
b e tw e e n  B i l b o ’ s  t a l k  w i th  Smaug a n d  S i g u r d ’s  t a l k  w i th  F a f n i r .  Smaug
im m e d ia te ly  a s k s  f o r  B i l b o ’ s  nam e, a n d  th e  h o b b i t  a n s w e rs  vri.th a  s e r i e s
o f  r i d d l e s ;  h e  b e g in s ,  " I  come from  u n d e r  t h e  h i l l ,  an d  u n d e r  t h e  h i l l s
a n d  o v e r  t h e  h i l l s  my p a th  h a s  l e d .  And th ro u g h  th e  a i r ,  I  am h e  t h a t
w a llîs  u n s e e n ."  T h is  i s  th e  way t o  t a l k  t o  d r a g o n s ,  T o lk ie n  e x p l a i n s ,
59b e c a u s e  "y o u  d o n ’ t  w an t t o  r e v e a l  y o u r  p r o p e r  n a m e ."  I n  The P o e t i c
E dda a n d  The S aga o f  th e  V o ls u n g s . F a f n i r  a s k s  S ig u r d ’s  nam e, a n d  he
r e p l i e s ,  "My r a c e  i s  unknown t o  m en; I  am c a l l e d  t h e  N ob le  B e a s t ,  an d
70I  h av e  no f a t h e r  o r  m o th e r , b u t  I  h a v e  jo u rn e y e d  a lo n e » "  The P o e t i c  
Edda e x p la i n s  t h a t  S ig u rd  c o n c e a ls  h i s  name b e c a u s e  i t  was th o u g h t  t h a t
^ H o b b it, p .  216,
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71a  d y in g  man had  g r e a t  pow er i f  iie  c u r s e d  h i s  enemy by  nam e. B i l b o 's
r i d d l i n g  a n sw e r i s  t r u t h f u l ,  b u t  S ig u r d ’ s  i s  a  l i e .  Smaug r e p l i e s ,
72"So I  c an  w e l l  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  h a r d ly  y o u r  u s u a l  nam e,"  and
73F a f n i r  a c c u s e s  S ig u rd  o f  l y i n g ,  b u t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  d r a g o n s ’
re m a rk s  a r e  n e a r l y  t h e  sam e . B i lb o  c a r e l e s s l y  r e v e a l s  im p o r ta n t  i n f o r -
74 75n a t i o n  i n  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  r i d d l e s ,  and  S ig u rd  r e v e a l s  h i s  nam e.
The g r e a t  s i z e  o f  Smaug i s  c e r t a i n l y  e q u a le d  by  F a f n i r ,  f o r  t h e  c ra g
on w hich  t h e  S a^a  d ra g o n  l i e s  t o  d r in k  m e a su re s  t h i r t y  f a th o m s .
A f t e r  he  h a s  s l a i n  F a f n i r ,  S ig u rd  a c c i d e n t a l l y  t a s t e s  t h e  d r a g o n 's
77b lo o d  and  s u d d e n ly  a c q u i r e s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  b i r d s .
B ir d s  v;ho g iv e  i n f o r m a t io n  a r e  f a i r l y  common i n  O ld  N o rse  s t o r i e s ;  
i n d e e d ,  O din  i s  s e r v e d  b y  two r a v e n s  who f l y  a b o u t  t h e  w o r ld  t o  g a th e r  
t i d i n g s  an d  th e n  s i t  on h i s  s h o u ld e r s  an d  t e l l  him  a l l  th e y  have  l e a r n e d .  
B u t t h e  t h r u s h  who la n d s  on B a r d 's  s h o u ld e r  an d  b r in g s  him  news o f  
S m au g 's  w ea liness  e c h o e s  d i r e c t l y  a n o th e r  s o u r c e ,  f o r  B a rd ,  " a  d e s c e n ­
d a n t  i n  lo n g  l i n e  o f  G i r io n ,  L ord  o f  D a le ,"  i s  s a i d  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  th e
79b i r d  b e c a u s e  " h e  v;as o f  t h e  r a c e  o f  D a le ."  He i s  o f  n o b le  l i n e a g e ,  
an d  t h i s  l in e a g e  g iv e s  him  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  b i r d - s p e e c h .  L ik e w is e ,  i n
71
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th o  R îR s th u la , a  poem d e s c r i b in g  th e  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  th e  t h r e e  s o c i a l
c l a s s e s  from  a  w a n d e rin g  g o d , th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c l a s s
h a s  a  so n  who l e a r n s  " b i r d - c h a t t e r "  a n d  i s  r e c e i v i n g  a d v ic e  from  a  w ise
crow  when th e  poem b r e a k s  o f f*  A n o th e r  p o in t  w h ich  s u g g e s t s  s e v e r a l
m e d ie v a l s o u rc e s  i s  B a r d 's  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  d r a g o n 's  d e a th  and
h i s  su d d e n  re a p p e a ra n c e  t o  d e c l a r e ,  " I  am th e  s l a y e r  o f  th e  d ra g o n ."
I n  The Sa~a o f  R agnar L o d b ro k , R ag n ar k i l l s  t h e  d ra g o n  w hich  e n c i r c l e s
a  p r i n c e s s '  bow er, b u t  he l e a v e s  and  r e a p p e a r s  o n ly  when th e  k in g  r i s e s
a t  th e  T h in g  to  demand t h a t  t h e  s l a y e r  i d e n t i f y  h i m s e l f .  S i r  T r i s t a n
i s  so  w orn by h i s  f i g h t  w i th  a  d ra g o n  t h a t  he  f a i n t s ,  an d  c r e d i t  f o r
th e  s l a y i n g  i s  ta k e n  by a  d i s h o n e s t  s e n e s c h a l ,  b u t  T r i s t a n  b r in g s  f o r -
83w ard th e  m o n s te r 's  to n g u e  a n d  d e c l a r e s ,  " I  s le w  th e  d ra g o n . S i r e . "
B a r d 's  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  tow n m a s te r ,  w hich  he  n o b ly  a v o id s  i n  th e
i n t e r e s t s  o f  p e a c e , r e s e m b le s  T r i s t a n ' s  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  s e n e s c h a l .
A n o th e r  d e t a i l  i n  The H o b b it w h ic h  s u g g e s t s  t h e  d r a g o n - s la y in g s  i n
T r i s t a n  and  The Saga o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  i s  t h e  h o r r i b l e  c ry  Smaug e m its
a s  he  f e e l s  h i s  d e a th  b lo w , " a  s h r i e k  t h a t  d e a fe n e d  men, f e l l e d  t r e e s ,  
84an d  s p l i t  s t o n e . "  The d in  o f  t h e  " d e a th -a g o n y "  o f  R a g n a r 's  d ra g o n  i s  
s a i d ’ to  b e  so  g r e a t  " t h a t  t h e  w ho le  bow er s h o o k , a n d  when T r i s t a n  
d r i v e s  h i s  sw ord up  t o  t h e  h i l t  i n t o  h i s  d r a g o n 's  h e a r t ,  " t h i s  d y in g
80   "■■■"P o e t i c  E d d a . p .  2 1 2 -2 1 6 .
81 H o b b i t .  p . 238 ,
^ ^ V o lsu n g s , p .  1 9 4 -1 9 7 .
33 T r i s t a n , p . 189 ,
34 H o b b i t , p .  237 .
^ ^V olsunm s, p .  194 .
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m o n s te r  l e t  o u t  a  r o a r  fro m  i t s  v i l e  t h r o a t  a s  g rim  an d  g r i s l y  a s  th o u g h
h eav en  and  e a r t h  w ere f a i l i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  d e a th - c r y  echoed  f a r  o v e r  th e
c o u n t r y s id e ,  and  g r e a t l y  s t a r t l e d  T r i s t a n . T h e  v a s t  f i n a l  t h r o e s  o f
Smaug, i f  n o t  h i s  s h r i e k ,  may r e f l e c t  The Saga o f  t h e  V o ls u n g s , f o r
F a f n i r  s t r i k e s  a b o u t  w ith , h i s  h e a d  an d  t a i l ,  w h ich  s h a t t e r  e v e r y th in g  
S7b e f o r e  th em , an d  S m aug 's  t h r o e s  a r e  s a i d  to  s p l i n t e r  E s g a ro th  " t o
8 Ssp a rie s  and  g l e d e s . "
The O ld E n g l is h  a n d  Old N orse  s o u r c e s  c o n ta in  o n ly  a  minimum o f
p h y s ic a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  d r a g o n s ,  b u t  T o lk ie n  d e s c r i b e s  Smaug q u i t e
th o r o u g h ly .  The v a s t  d ra g o n  i s  " r e d - g o ld e n "  and  h a s  w in g s , c la w s ,  an d
a  "huge  c o i l e d  t a i l "  w hen B i lb o  f i r s t  s e e s  h im , an d  h i s  " lo n g  p a l e
b e l l y "  i s  " c r u s t e d  w i th  gems an d  f ra g m e n ts  o f  g o ld  from  h i s  lo n g  l y in g
89on h i s  c o s t l y  b e d ."  He i s  " a rm o re d  ab o v e  and  b e lo w  w i th  i r o n  s c a l e s  
90an d  h a rd  g em s."  I n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d  t h e r e  i s  a  f i r e - b r e a t h i n g
91d ra g o n  "arm ed  w i th  g o ld e n  s c a l e s , "  b u t  a  m ore p r o b a b le  s o u r c e  o f  th e
d r a g o n 's  a p p e a ra n c e  seem s to  be K ing  A r t h u r 's  m a rv e lo u s  dream  o f  a
92
d ra g o n , a  p a s s a g e  w h ich  f i r s t  a p p e a re d  i n  G e o f f r e y 's  H i s to r y  an d  was
93
e la b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  a u th o r  o f  The A l l i t e r a t i v e  M orte  A r th u r e ,  w h ich  
poem M alory  u se d  a s  a  s o u rc e  when h e  r e t o l d  th e  d ream  a s  f o l l o w s ;
^^ T r i s t a n , p .  161 .
V o ls u n g s , p .  9 5 ,
OO
H o b b i t , p .  2 3 8 .
89
I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 5 .
90 I b i d . ,  p .  21 5 .
91 T a s s o , p p . 3 1 2 -3 1 3 .
92G e o f f r e y ,  p .  2 1 0 ,
93M oss€, p p . 2 5 2 -2 5 6 .
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And a s  th o  k i n s  l a y  i n  h i s  c a b in  on th e  
s h i p ,  ho f e l l  i n  a  s lu m b e r in g  an d  d ream ed  a  
m a rv e lo u s  d ream ; him  scem pd t h a t  a  d r e a d f u l  
d ra g o n  d id  drow n much o f  h i s  p e o p le ,  a n d  h e  
came f l y i n g  o u t  o f  th e  w e s t ,  a n d  h i s  s h o u ld e r s  
sh o n e  a s  g o ld ,  h i s  b e l l y  l i k e  m a i ls  o f  m a rv e l­
ous h u e , h i s  t a i l  f u l l  o f  t a t t e r s ,  h i s  f e e t  f u l l  
o f  f i n e  s a b l e ,  a n d  h i s  c la w s  l i k e  f i n e  g o ld ;  
an d  a n  h id e o u s  f la m e  o f  f i r e  f le w  o u t  o f  h i s  
m ou th , l i k e  a s  t h e  la n d  a n d  w a te r  h a d  fla m ed
a l l  o f  f i r e . 94
B e s id e s  f l y i n g  an d  sp e w in g  f i r e ,  t h i s  d ra g o n  h a s  s e v e r a l  p e c u l i a r  q u a l i ­
t i e s  i n  common w i th  Smaug: h e  h a s  c la w s  an d  l im b s , h i s  s h o u ld e r s  a r e
g o ld e n ,  an d  h i s  u n d e r s id e  s h in e s  " l i k e  m a i ls  o f  m a rv e lo u s  h u e ,"  w h ic h
95seem s an  e x c e l l e n t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  S m a u g 's  d iam ond c o a t .  M o re o v e r, i n  
M a lo r y 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  i n  i t s  im m e d ia te  s o u r c e ,  t h e  d r a g o n 's  w in g s  
a r e  e x p l i c i t l y  m e n tio n e d . The d ra g o n s  i n  The S a e a  o f  th e  V o ls u n g s ,
The Saga o f  R ag n ar L o d b ro k , The H e im s k r in g la , a n d  T r i s t a n  seem  u n a b le  
to  f l y ,  a n d , th o u g h  th o s e  i n  B e o w u lf ,  The A n g lo -S ax o n  C h r o n ic le , a n d  
G e o f f r e y 's  H is to r y  can  f l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no m e n tio n  o f  w in g s .  I t  i s  p o s ­
s i b l e  t h a t  f l i g h t  i s  m a g ic a l ly  a c h ie v e d  w i th o u t  w in g s , f o r  B e o w u lf 's
96b a n e  f l i e s  o n ly  a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  d ra g o n  i n  The C h r o n ic le  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e
97company o f  w h i r lw in d s ,  an d  G e o f f r e y 's  d ra g o n  f i g h t s  a  f l y i n g  b e a r
98w h ic h  i s  n o t  s a i d  t o  h a v e  w in g s . Among s t o r i e s  d i s c u s s e d  so  f a r ,  
o n ly  ^  M orte  D 'A r t h u r , The A l l i t e r a t i v e  M orte  A r th u r e , an d  The P o e t i c  
Bdda d e s c r i b e  d ra g o n s  w i th  w in g s ,  a n d  o n ly  t h e  two A r th u r ia n  w orks
94M a lo ry , I ,  1 3 4 -1 3 5 .
^ ^ H o b b it ,  p .  2 1 5 .
96B e o w u lf , 1 . 2 2 7 3 .
97 W ord-H oard , p .  27 4 .
^ ^ G e o f f r e y ,  p .  2 1 0 .
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d e s c r i b e  d ra e o n s  which, h a v e  c la w s  an d  th e  a b i l i t y  to  f l y . ^ ^  A r t h u r 's  
dream  se e m s , m o re o v e r , t o  h a v e  s u g g e s te d  m ore th a n  S m au g 's  s t a t i c  
a p p e a r a n c e ,  f o r  i t  h a s  e le m e n ts  i n  common w i th  h i s  a t t a c k  on th e  l a k e -  
to w n , I - îa lo r y 's  d ra g o n  drow ns many p e o p le ,  a n d  f la m e  f l i e s  from  h i s  
m outh " l i k e  a s  t h e  l a n d  an d  w a te r  had  f la m e d  a l l  o f  f i r e . " ^ ^ ^  D u rin g  
Smaug’ s  a t t a c k  on t h e  l a k e - to w n ,  t h e  w a te r  r i p p l e s  " r e d  a s  f i r e  b e n e a th  
th e  a w fu l  b e a t i n g  o f  h i s  w i n g s , a n d  l a t e r  t h e  t r e e s  on t h e  s h o re
a r e  s a i d  to  s h in e  l i k e  c o p p e r  an d  b lo o d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d r a g o n 's
^  ^  102 p a s s a g e  o v e rh e a d ,
V/hen B i lb o  m e n tio n s  t h a t  Smaug h a s  e n e m ie s , th e  d ra g o n  b o a s t s  o f
h i s  i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y  i n  a  s p e e c h  w h ich  c o n c lu d e s ,  "My a rm o r i s  l i k e
t e n f o l d  s h i e l d s  my t e e t h  a r e  s w o rd s , my c la w s  s p e a r s ,  t h e  s h o c k  o f  my
103t a i l  a  t h u n d e r b o l t ,  my w in g s  a  h u r r i c a n e ,  a n d  my b r e a t h  d e a th ! "
T h is  p a s s a g e  s u g g e s t s  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  d r a g o n - f ig h t in g  i n  G o t t f r i e d ' s
T r i s t a n , w h ere  t h e  b e a s t  b r i n g s  smoke a n d  s te a m  i n t o  b a t t l e ,  " a n d  o t h e r
e q u ip m e n t i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  f i r e  a n d  t e e t h ,  a n d  a l s o  c la w s  vn .th  w h ic h  t o
104s t r i k e ,  s o  s h a r p  a n d  f i n e l y  s e t  t h a t  th e y  w ere  k e e n e r  th a n  a  r a z o r , "  
Sm aug’ s  a rm o r l i k e  s h i e l d s  s u g g e s t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  " m a rv e lo u s  m a i l"  
o f  t h e  d ra g o n  i n  A r t h u r ’ s  d rea m , t h e  t a i l  l i k e  a  t h u n d e r b o l t  p a r a l l e l s
99One d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  d ra g o n , o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  l i m i t s  o f  
t h i s  s tu d y ,  w h ich  i n c l u d e s  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d e t a i l s  an d  r e s e m b le s  a t  many 
p o i n t s  T o l k i e n 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Smaug i s  t h a t  i n  th e  F i r s t  Book o f  
S p e n s e r 's  F a e r i e  Q ueene (P o e t i c a l  V /orks. p .  5 8 ) ,  x i ,  8 -18»
T °°M a lo ry , I , . 1 3 4 -1 3 5 .
H o b b i t . p .  2 3 5 .
^ ° ^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 3 6 .
* ° ^ I b i d . ,  p .  2 1 6 .
104 T r i s t a n , p .  160 .
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F a f n i r ' s  s t r i lc L n g  v .'ith  h i s  t a i l  " s o  a l l  t h i n c s  b e f o r e  i t  b u r s t
a s u n d e r j " ^ ^ ^  an d  t h e  h u r r i c a n e - l i k e  w in g s s u g g e s t  t h e  w h ir lw in d s  w h ich
f le w  w i th  d ra g o n s  o v e r  N o r th u s b r i a .^ ^ ^  Smaug’s  d e a th - d e a l in g  b r e a t h
d e s e r v e s  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  ho i s  u n l ik e  s e v e r a l  m e d ie v a l d r a g o n s  i n
t h a t  h e  b r e a t h e s  o n ly  f i r e »  Tho "venom " o f  t h e  d ra g o n , n o t  t h e  f i r e ,
107k i l l s  B e o w u lf , a n d  i n  b o th  f u l l  a c o u n ts  o f  F a f n i r ’s  d e a th ,  th e
d ra g o n  b lo w s o u t  p o i s o n , a s  do th e  d ra g o n s  i n  The H e im s k r in g la ^
an d  i n  J e ru s a le m  D e l iv e r e d .^ The o n ly  d ra g o n s  who a r e  d e s c r ib e d
a s  f i g h t i n g  w i th  f i r e  b u t  m t h o u t  p o is o n s  a r e  th o s e  i n  T r i s t a n  an d  i n
th e  a c c o u n ts  o f  A r t h u r 's  d ream . B o th  b o a s t s  f i g h t  w i th  f i r e  an d  t e e t h
o r  t a l o n s ,  A r t h u r 's  d ra g o n  i s  s a i d  to  f l y  l i k e  a  f a l c o n ,  a n d  h i s  m ethod
o f  f i g h t i n g  r e s e m b le s  s u c h  a  b i r d ' s ,  f o r  t h e  worm s o a r s  v e ry  h ig h  a n d
th e n  d iv e s  r a p i d l y ,  s t r i k i n g  w i th  h i s  t a l o n s .  The A l l i t e r a t i v e  M o rte
A r th u re  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  f o l lo w s :
Than w an d y rs  t h e  worme aw aye to  h y s  h e g h t t e z .
Gommes g ly d a n d e  f r o  t h e  c low ddez  a n d  cowpez f u l l  e v e n ,
Towches hym w yth  h i s  t a lo n n e z  an d  t e r e z  h i s  b a c k
B etw yx t h e  t a i l e  a n d  t h e  to p p e  t e n  f o t e  l a r g e ,^   ̂^
T h is  r e s e m b le s  S m a u g 's  m ethod  o f  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  E s g a r o th :  h e  c i r c l e s
" f o r  a  w h i le  h ig h  i n  t h e  a i r , "  t h e n  sw oops s t r a i g h t  down s p o u t in g  f la m e ,
a n d  th o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  s t r i k e  w i th  h i s  t a l o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e a r n e s s
V o ls u n g s , p ,  9 6 ,
^^® W ord-H oard, p .  2 7 4 .
^ B e o w u lf , 1 1 , 2 7 1 1 -2 7 1 5 ,
108P o e t i c  E d d a , p ,  371 ; V o ls u n c s , p .  9 5 ,
109II e lm s k r in  c ; la , p .  3 3 ,
 ̂^ ^ T a ss o , p ,  3 1 2»
^ ^ H 'o s s ^ ,  p .  2 5 5 ,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 7 0
î *1 2o f  th e  w a te r ,  he dooG sinash b u ü d b ii’c  w i th  h i s  t a i l  a s  ho p a s s e s ,
113The d e v o u r in g  o f  h a l f  o f  T r i s t a n ' s  h .o rse  by  t h e  d ra g o n  c a y  have  s u g -
114g e s to d  S m au g 's  e a t i n g  th e  d w a r f s ' p o n ie s .
I t  may b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  p a r a l l e l s  w i th  t h e  Smaug e p is o d e  have  b e e n
fo u n d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  i n  E n g l i s h ,  N o rs e , G erm an, L a t in ,  and
I t a l i a n ,  b u t  t h e r e  seem  to  be  no r e a l  d ra g o n s  i n  m e d ie v a l  C e l t i c  h e r o ic
l i t e r a t u r e :  th e  m o n s te r  from  w h ich  Owein s a v e s  a  l i o n  i n  th e  W elsh
115ro m an ce . The Lady a t  th e  F o u n ta in , i s  no m ore th a n  a  l a r g e  s n a k e , 
and  t h e  " g r e a t  worm" w h ich  C u c h u la in  s l a y s  a t  C u r o i 's  dun re s e m b le s  
Smaug i n  s i z e  o n ly .^   ̂^
DRAGON HOARDS
T h re e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  S m aug 's  h o a rd  g iv e  a  f a i r l y  c o m p le te  a c c o u n t
o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  and  t h e  h o a rd s  o f  B e o w u lf 's  d ra g o n  an d  o f  S i g u r d 's
a r e  s i m i l a r l y  d e s c r i b e d .  When B i lb o  f i r s t  v i s i t s  t h e  d ra g o n , he  s e e s
on t h e  f l o o r  " c o u n t l e s s  p i l e s  o f  p r e c io u s  t h i n g s ,  g o ld  w ro u g h t and
u n w ro u g h t, gems an d  j e w e ls ,  and  s i l v e r  r e d - s t a i n e d  i n  t h e  ru d d y  l i g h t , "
A long th e  w a l l s  a r e  " c o a t s  o f  m a i l ,  h e lm s a n d  a x e s ,  sw o rd s an d  s p e a r s , "
117an d  B i lb o  s t e a l s  a  l a r g e  c u p . The d w a r f s ' d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  
y i e l d s  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  s p e a r s ,  m a i l c o a t s ,  an d  a  j e w e l ,  b u t  
t h e  o n ly  new i te m  i s  a  p r e c io u s  n e c k l a c e , ^ T h e  d w a rfs  arm th e m s e lv e s
^ H o b b it / - p .  2 3 5 .
 ̂ ^^ T r i s t a n , p ,  16 0 ,
^ ‘^ H o b b it , p ,  20 9 ,
115M ab in o F io n , p ,  179 ,
 ̂  ̂^ C u c h u la in , p .  7 5 ,
* ^ H o b b it , p ,  20 6 ,
^ ^ * I b i d , ,  p ,  2 2 0 ,
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an d  f i l l  t h e i r  p o c k e ts  w i th  je w e ls  when th e y  v i s i t  t h e  h o a rd  l a t e r ,  b u t  
th e  o n ly  new p ie c e s  o f  t r e a s u r e  m e n tio n e d  a r e  g o ld e n  h a rp s » ^ ^ ^  The 
a n c i e n t  man who b u r i e s  th e  B eo w u lf t r e a s u r e  la m e n ts  t h a t  h e  h a s  no com­
r a d e s  to  e n jo y  th e  t r e a s u r e  t h a t  i s  h i s ,  an d  h i s  la m e n t s p e c i f i e s
1 2 0
sw o rd s , d r in k in g  c u p s ,  h e lm e ts ,  a rm o r , an d  p o s s ib l y  h a rp s »  The 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w hat V /ig la f  s e e s  i n  th e  l a i r  a f t e r  th e  d r a g o n ’s  d e a th  
a d d s  "many a n  a r m l e t ,  tw i s t e d  vri.th c u n n in g "  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  t r e a s u r e s .
The p a s s a g e  r e s e m b le s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  B i l b o ’ s  f i r s t  s i g h t  o f  Smaug, 
when he s e e s  u n d e r  t h e  d ra g o n  " c o u n t l e s s  p i l e s  o f  p r e c io u s  t h i n g s ,
121
g o ld  w ro u g h t and  unw ro u g h t"  an d  th e n  d i s c e r n s  arm s on th e  d a rk  w a l l s .
W ig la f  s e e s  by  th e  d r a g o n 's  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  "many a  c o s t l y  o rn am en t—
1 2 2g l i t t e r i n g  g o ld  l y in g  on th e  g ro u n d , m a rv e ls  on th e  w a l l , "  L a t e r  
" c o l l a r s  a n d  b ro o c h e s "  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e  h o a r d ,  a n d , i f  t h e s e  
may b e  l o o s e l y  e q u a te d  w i th  t h e  n e c k la c e  i n  S m aug 's  l a i r ,  t h e n  a l l  o f .r th e  
fo rm s o f  t r e a s u r e  i n  t h a t  l a i r ,  o n ly  je w e ls  an d  s p e a r s  a r e  a b s e n t  from  
th e  D rag o n ’ s  b a rro w  i n  B e o w u lf .  The t r e a s u r e  w h ich  S ig u rd  t a k e s  from
F a f n i r ’ s  c a v e  i n c l u d e s  a  g r e a t  s t o r e  o f  g o ld ,  a  h e lm e t ,  a  s w o rd , an d  a
123 124
g o ld e n  b y r n i e ,  a n d , l i k e  t h e  s p e a r s  made f o r  K ing  B l a d o r t h in ,
125S ig u r d ’ s  w eapons a r e  a d o rn e d  w i th  g o ld .  A f t e r  t h e  h e ro  a r r i v e s  a t  
K e im ir ’ s  h o m e s te a d , i t  i s  " th o u g h t a  g r e a t  d e l i g h t  t o  g a z e  on th e  b y r n ie s
‘ ^^ H o b b it .  p .  2 2 8 .
1 2 0 B e o w u lf ,  1 1 , 2 2 5 2 -2 2 6 5 .
^^^E o b b i t .  p .  2 0 6 ,
1 2 ? B e o w u lf , 1 1 . 2 7 5 6 -2 7 5 9 ,
1 23 P o e t i c  E d d a , p .  3 8 5 ; V o lsunE S , p .  103 ,
^^^ E o b b i t , p .  2 2 0 ,
 ̂^̂ V b ls u n c s , p .  1 1 0 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
172
an d  h o ln e to  and  g r e a t  r i n g s ,  th e  g o ld e n  cu p s  a n d  w eapons o f  many
k i n d s , "  S ig u rd  c a r r i e s  h i s  t r  e a s u r e  i n  two g r e a t  c h e s t s ,  a n d  h i s
1 27h o r s e  i s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  i t  c an  c a r r y  S ig u r d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g o ld .
T h is  d e t a i l  nay  ho th e  s o u r c e ,  how ever r e d u c e d  i n  T o lk in ’s  v e r s i o n ,
o f  B i lh o * s  c h o se n  p o r t i o n  o f  S a a u g 's  t r e a s u r e :  " I n  t h e  end he  w ould
o n ly  ta ice  two s m a l l  c h e s t s ,  one  f i l l e d  w i th  s i l v e r ,  an d  t h e  o t h e r  vd .th
g o ld ,  s u c h  a s  one s t r o n g  pony c o u ld  c a r r y ,
F a f n i r ’ s  l a i r  c o n ta in s  no h a r p s , j e w e l s ,  s i l v e r ,  o r  n e c k la c e s ,
129h u t  i r o n  i t  Sigm und d o e s  ta l te  t o  w e a r a  g o ld e n  n a i l c o a t  w h ich  su g ­
g e s t s  t h e  c o a t  t h a t  B i lb o  w e a rs  from  S m au g 's  l a i r ,  a  s m a l l  c o a t  f o rg e d
130
o f  m i t h r i l , t h e  " s i l v e r  s t e e l "  w h ich  i s  s a i d  i n  The L ord  o f  th e
k in g s  to  h e  f a r  m ore p r e c io u s  th a n  g o ld  ( I ,  4 1 3 ) .  The m a rv e lo u s  c o a t
s a v e s  F ro d o ’s  l i f e  i n  t h e  lo n g  ro m a n c e , an d  when B i lh o  g iv e s  i t  t o  h im ,
t h e  c o a t  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  " c l o s e  woven o f  many r i n g s ,  a s  s u p p le  a lm o s t  a s
l i n e n ,  c o ld  a s  i c e ,  an d  h a rd  a s  s t e e l "  ( I ,  3 5 3 ) ,  L ig h t  b l a d e - p r o o f
c o a ts  a p p e a r  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u r v e y e d ,  E a g n a r  L o d b ro k ’s
w if e  g iv e s  him  a  p r e s e n t  on h i s  d e p a r t u r e  t o  in v a d e  E n g la n d :
G la d ly  I  g iv e  th e e  t h i s  g re y -h u e d  s h i r t
Woven a l l  o f  h a i r ,  w i th o u t  seam  o r  hem .
W ith in  i t  no b la d e  can  c u t  t h e e  o r  wound
By t h e  g r a c e  o f  th e  g o d s : i t  was h o llo w e d  t o  th em .
I n  The S aga  o f  K ing  H e id re k  th e  W ise t h e r e  i s  a  " s i l k e n  s h i r t "  t h a t  i s  
1 25V o ls u n g s , p ,  112»
T 2 ? l b i d . ,  p ,  1 0 3 ,
^ ^ ^ E o b b i t , p ,  2 7 5 ,
129 V o ls u n g s , p ,  1 0 2 ,
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so  s u r e  a  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  no w eapon c a n  h i t e  i t *  an d  C h r i s to p h e r  T o lk ie n
s t a t e s  t h a t  " th e  i d e a  o f  a  s k y r t a  a g a i n s t  w h ich  a l l  w eapons a r e  p o w er-
132l e s s  i s  e x t r e z e l y  common i n  t h e  l a t e  s a g a s , "  The l i g h t ,  c l o s e -  
woven s i l v e r  j a c k e t  o f  B i lb o  seem s t o  b e  i m i t a t e d ,  h o w e v e r, from  a  
h a u b e rk  w h ich  C h r é t i e n  d e s c r i b e s  i n  E r i c  e t  E n id o  a s  " s o  f i n e  t h a t  n o t  
a  mesh c o u ld  b e  c u t  from  i t  .  .  .  .  I t  was a l l  made o f  w orked  s i l v e r  
i n  t i n y  m eshes t r i p le - w o v e n ;  a n d  i t  was made vnLth s u c h  s k i l l  t h a t  I  
can  a s s u r e  you  t h a t  no one  who p u t  i t  on w ould  h a v e  b e e n  m ore uncom­
f o r t a b l e  o r  s o r e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t ,  t h a n  i f  he  had  p u t  on a  s i l k  j a c k e t  o v e r  
133
h i s  u n d e r s h i r t . "  A bou t t h e  m i t h r i l  c o a t  B i lb o  o b s e r v e s ,  "You h a r d ly
f e e l  an y  w e ig h t  when you  p u t  i t  on" ( I ,  3 6 3 ) .
The i te m  i n  t h e  h o a rd  w h ic h  T h o r in  m ost v a lu e s  i s  t h e  A rk e n s to n e ,
w h ich  s h in e s  " o f  i t s  own i n n e r  l i g h t , I n  O ld  I r i s h  t a l e s  p r e c io u s
s to n e s  a r e  o f t e n  s a i d  t o  g lo w : s to n e s  b r o u g h t  by  S id h e - f o l k  l i g h t  a  
135h o u se  a t  n i g h t ,  j e w e ls  on  s p e a r s  " f la m e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  l i k e  t h e  r a y s  
136
o f  t h e  s u n ,"  t h e  g r e a t  h o u s e  o f  B r i c r i u  i s  s e t  w i t h  " c a r b u n c le s  a n d
137
o t h e r  p r e c io u s  s to n e s "  t h a t  make t h e  n i g h t  l i k e  t h e  d a y , a n d  L aeg
138v i s i t s  a  h o u se  l i t  by  a  c a n d le  t h a t  i s  " a  b r i g h t  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e . "
The u n d e rg ro u n d  p a la c e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w iz a rd  i n  J e r u s a le m  D e l iv e r e d  
i s  b r i g h t  w i th  gem s:
137
^ H e i d r e k , p ,  7 .
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L ik o  s t a r s  i n  sk y  o r  lam ps on s t a c o  t h a t  s o o n .
The d a rk n e s s  t h e r e  v/as d ay  th e  n i g h t  was g e n e :
T h e re  s p a r k l e d  ( c l o t h e d  i n  h i s  a z u r e  hearn)
The h e a v 'n ly  s a p p h i r e ,  t h e r e  t h e  h y a c in th  s h o n e ,
The c a r b u n c le  t h e r e  f l a m 'd ,  th e  d iam ond s h e e n
T h e re  g l i s t e r ' d  b r i g h t ,  t h e r e  s m i l 'd  t h e  e m e ra ld  g r e e n .
The F a i r y l a n d  v i s i t e d  by  S i r  O rfe o  i s  a lw a y s  b r i g h t .
F o r  when i t  s h u ld  b e  t h e r k  a n d  n i g h t .
The r i c h e  s to n e s  l i g h t  gonne 
As b r i g h t  a s  d o th  a t  none t h e  s o n n e .
The s i l v e r  c o a t  o f  m a i l  a n d  t h e  g lo w in g  p r e c io u s  s to n e  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l
m a rv e lo u s  o b j e c t s ,  b u t  t h e i r  r o o t s  seem  t o  b e  n o t  i n  O ld  N o rse  o r  O ld
E n g l i s h ,  b u t  i n  I r i s h  f a i r y - t a l e s  a n d  A r th u r i a n  ro m a n c e , an d  t h e r e  a r e
p a r a l l e l s  a l s o  i n  T a sso  an d  i n  S i r  O r f e o ,  a  M id d le  E n g l i s h  poem p e rh a p s
141
u l t i m a t e l y  d e r iv e d  from  a  C e l t i c  l a i .
CONCLUSION
The p l o t  o f  t h e  Smaug e p is o d e  i s  b o rro w ed  from  B eow ulf a n d  from  
th e  N o rse  a c c o u n ts  o f  F a f n i r ' s  d e a t h .  The p a r t s  o f  t h e  t a l e  w h ich  
h av e  t o  do w i th  a  f i e r c e  b u t  im p e r s o n a l  m o n s te r  who f l i e s ,  d e s t r o y s ,  
an d  g u a rd s  t r e a s u r e  a r e  b o rro w ed  from  B e o w u lf : t h e  s t e a l i n g  o f  t h e
c u p , t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  t h i e f ,  t h e  n i g h t  r a i d  on t h e  h o u s e s  o f  m en, 
a n d  th e  s te a m in g  s to n e  d o o r .  The p a r t s  w h ic h  h a v e  t o  do w i th  S m au g 's  
p e r s o n a l i t y  and  s l a y i n g ,  h o w e v e r , s u g g e s t  F a f n i r :  t h e  r i d d l i n g  con­
v e r s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e a th -b lo w  u n d e r  t h e  l e f t  s h o u ld e r .  D e t a i l s  s u r ­
ro u n d in g  S m aug 's  d e a th — t h e  t a l k i n g  b i r d s ,  t h e  m is s in g  d r a g o n - s la y o r ,  
t h e  c o w a rd ly  tow n m a s t e r ,  a n d  th e  v a s t  d e a th  t h r o e s — p a r a l l e l  s e v e r a l  
N o rse  s o u r c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  G o t t f r i e d ' s  rom ance  o f  T r i s t a n .  S m aug 's  
p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  th o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  u n l i k e  F a f n i r ' s ,  owes
139 T a s s o , p p . 292—2 9 3 .
1 40S a n d s , p .  195 .
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s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  to  M id d le  E n g lish , a c c o u n ts  o f  a  dream  o f  i lin g  A r th u r ,  
w hich  i s  th e  o n ly  p la c e  s u rv e y e d  i n  w h ich  a  d ra g o n  i s  d e s c r ib e d  w ith  
w in g s , c la w s , a n d  a rm o r . S m aug 's  w eaponry  i n c lu d e s  a l l  t h e  f i g h t i n g  
eq u ip m en t o f  m e d ie v a l d ra g o n s  e x c e p t  p o is o n ,  and  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  he 
r e s e m b le s  a g a in  th e  d ra g o n  i n  A r t h u r 's  d ream , th o u g h  h i s  t a s t e  f o r  
h o r s e - f l e s h  s u g g e s t s  T r i s t a n .  I m i t a t i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  th e  B eow ulf 
d ra g o n , F a f n i r ,  and  t h e  d ra g o n  i n  A r t h u r 's  d ream , T o lk ie n  seem s to  h a v e  
draw n from  many E n g l i s h  a n d  C o n t in e n ta l  s o u r c e s  to  c r e a t e  Smaug, b u t  
C e l t i c  e c h o es  seem  a s  s l i g h t  i n  T o l k i e n 's  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  d ra g o n  a s  
th e y  a r e  g r e a t  i n  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  e l v e s .  Though th e  c o n te n t s  o f  
S m aug 's  h o a rd  r e s e m b le  t h e  c o n te n t s  o f  F a f n i r ' s  a n d  t h e  B eow ulf d r a g o n 's ,  
two p a r t i c u l a r  t r e a s u r e s  w h ich  B i lb o  t a k e s  from  th e  c a v e , t h e  m i t h r i l  
c o a t  an d  t h e  g lo w in g  gem, re s e m b le  t r e a s u r e s  i n  I r i s h  an d  A r th u r ia n  
t a l e s .
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C h a p te r  E ig h t
C o n c lu s io n
The many p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  The I lo b b i t  and  m a jo r  w orks o f  m e d ie v a l  
h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  w orks a r e  in d e e d  among th e  r o o t s  
from  w h ic h  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  grew* As m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d  i n  v iew  o f  
h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b a c k g ro u n d , t h e  l a r g e s t  num ber o f  c lo s e  a n a lo g u e s  to  
T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  a r e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  E n g la n d  an d  
S c a n d in a v ia ,  a n d  th e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  w h ich  m ost o f t e n  s u g g e s t s  The H o b b it 
i s  B e o w u lf* B e c a u se  T o l k i e n 's  m ost c e l e b r a t e d  p ie c e  o f  c r i t i c i s m  i s  
h i s  " B eow ulf ; The M o n s te rs  an d  th e  C r i t i c s , "  a n d  b e c a u s e  he  was f o r  
y e a r s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A n g lo -S ax o n  a t  O x fo rd , i t  i s  assum ed  t h a t  t h e  many 
s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw een  t h e  g r e a t e s t  poem i n  O ld  E n g l is h  l i t e r a t u r e  and  
T o U iie n 's  f i r s t  rom ance a r e  n o t  a c c id e n ta l*  O ld  E n g l i s h  v o c a b u la ry  i s  
t h e  b a s i s  o f  many o f  T o l k i e n 's  in v e n te d  nam es; t h e  t r o l l s ,  s w o rd s , 
r i n g s ,  s h r i e k s ,  an d  r u i n s  i n  The H o b b it h a v e  t h e i r  a n a lo g u e s  i n  B e o w u lf , 
a n d  t h e  e v e n ts  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  f i n d i n g ,  a n g e r in g ,  a n d  s l a y i n g  o f  Smaug 
a r e  c l o s e l y  m odeled  on s i m i l a r  e v e n ts  i n  th e  O ld  E n g l is h  poem*
The g ro u p  o f  s t o r i e s  i n  w h ich  T oU cL en 's f i c t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o st 
d e e p ly  r o o te d  i s  t h e  O ld  H o rse  l i t e r a t u r e  w h ich  d raw s l i k e  B e o w u lf . on 
p r e - C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n s ,  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  gods o r  o f  men who h a v e  
d e a l i n g s  w i th  g ods an d  m o n s te rs*  T h is  i n c l u d e s  The P o e t ic  E d d a . The 
P r o s e  E dda , The S a ra  o f  t h e  V olsuners, The Sapra o f  Ra&nar L o d b ro k . The 
San:a o f  G r e t t i r  th e  S tro n g :,  a n d  The S a ra  o f  K in r  H e id re k  th e  W ise*
The nam es o f  d w a rfs  a r e  d e r iv e d  d i r e c t l y  from  l i s t s  o f  nam es i n  t h e  
E d d a s , an d  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  O din  a n d  o f  o t h e r  N o rse  gods s e e n  t o  h a v e  
i n f l u e n c e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  G a n d a lf*  T r o l l s ,  s w o rd s , r i n g s ,
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r i d d l e  c o n t e s t s ,  s h r i e k s ,  s k in - c h a n g c r s ,  f o r e s t s ,  e l v e s ,  d e s e r t s ,  and  
t r e a s u r e  t r o v e s  s u g c e s t in G  th o s e  i n  The H o b b it a r c  a l l  fo u n d  i n  t h i s  
g r e a t  body  o f  s t o r i e s .  The two s a g a s  w h ich  c o s t  o f t e n  s u g g e s t  e le m e n ts  
i n  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n  a r e  th o s e  a b o u t  th e  V o lsu n g s  a n d  K ing  H e id re k , 
and  t h e r e  c an  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  a u th o r  o f  The H o b b it i s  f a m i l i a r  
w i th  b o th  o f  t h e s e ,  f o r  he r e f e r s  c a s u a l ly  to  t h e  s t o r y  o f  S ig u rd  i n  
i i i s  e s s a y  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s , "  an d  h i s  so n  h a s  e d i t e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  th e  
H e id re k  s a g a .  The Sarra o f  t h e  V o lsu n g s  i s  c l e a r l y  t h e  s e c o n d  m a jo r  
s o u rc e  o f  t h e  Smaug e p is o d e ,  an d  The S aga  o f  K ing  H e id re k  th e  W ise 
i n c l u d e s  a  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  w h ic h  p a r a l l e l s  B i l b o 's  i n  s e v e r a l  w ays and  
i s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  T o l k i e n 's  s o n ,  t h e  o n ly  r i d d l e  c o n t e s t  i n  O ld  H o rse  
l i t e r a t u r e .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n ly  one  fo u n d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u r ­
v e y e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .
A few  p a r a l l e l s  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  b e tw e en  The H o b b it  a n d  m ore 
r e a l i s t i c  H o rse  n a r r a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  S n o r r i ' s  H e im s k r in g la , The S aga  o f  
G i s l i ,  a n d  The S aga  o f  G u n n lau g , b u t  t h e  p a r a l l e l s  a r e  s c a r c e ,  a n d  th e  
o n ly  v e ry  c o n v in c in g  s o u r c e  o f  a n y th in g  i n  The H o b b it  i s  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  a  g r u f f  f r e e h o l d e r  named B jo rn  e a r l y  i n  S n o r r i ' s  h i s t o r y .
The o t h e r  w orks o f  m e d ie v a l  h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  w h ich  p a r a l l e l s  
w i th  The H o b b it  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  may b e  d iv id e d  i n t o  f o u r  g ro u p s :
(1 )  K id d le  E n g l i s h  ro m a n c e s , (2 )  C e l t i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n c l u d in g  O ld  I r i s h  
h e r o ic  l a y s  a n d  t h e  t a l e s  i n  The M a b in o g io n , (3 )  I t a l i a n  ro m a n t ic  e p i c s ,  
and  (4 ) A r th u r i a n  t a l e s ,  a  c a te g o r y  i n c l u d in g  w o rk s  i n  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r a d i t i o n  b u t  w r i t t e n  i n  W e lsh , E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  an d  Germ an. The n o n - 
A r th u r i a n  E n g l is h  ro m an ces  i n  w h ich  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  f o r  e le m e n ts  i n  
The H o b b it h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d  a r e  K ing  H o rn , H av e lo k  t h e  B an e , a n d  S i r  
O r f e o , w h ich  in c l u d e  a  m ag ic  r i n g ,  a  p e r s o n  i n  a  b a g , an d  a  f a i r y
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h u n t j  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The s t r o n c e s t  a r c u n c n t  f o r  one o f  t h e s e  w o r k 's  
h a v in g  k e e n  i m i t a t e d  by  T o lk ie n  i s  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  b e tw e en  t h e  h u n t  i n  
S i r  O rfe o  an d  t h a t  i n  The TTobbito I t  seem s r e a s o n a b le  to  e x p e c t  T o lld -o n , 
th e  m e d ie v a l  s c h o l a r  who p u b l i s h e d  A M id d le  E n g l i s h  V o c a b u la ry , t o  have  
r e a d  t h e s e  im p o r ta n t  M id d le  E n g l i s h  ro m a n c e s .
T h e re  i s  no c o n c r e te  e v id e n c e  t h a t  T o lk ie n  was f a m i l i a r  v / i th  t h e  
O ld I r i s h  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  T u a th a  de  D an aan , o f  t h e  E ia n n a ,  a n d  o f  
C u c h u la in ,  b u t  s u c h  a  f a m i l i a r i t y  i s  s u g g e s te d  b y  th e  many e le m e n ts  
w h ich  th e s e  s t o r i e s  h av e  i n  common v â .th  T o l k i e n 's  f i c t i o n .  U n d e rg ro u n d  
h o u s e s ,  m a g ic a l  s w o rd s , a n d  g lo w in g  je w e ls  a p p e a r  o f t e n  i n  t h e  I r i s h  
t a l e s ,  a n d  t h e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  T o l k i e n 's  e lv e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  I r i s h  
p e o p le  o f  t h e  S id h e  i s  o v e rw h e lm in g .
The I t a l i a n  e p ic s  o f  A r io s to  a n d  T a sso  c o n ta i n  many s t r i k i n g  p a r a l ­
l e l s  w i th  e v e n ts  i n  The H o b b i t .  A r i o s t o 's  O rla n d o  F u r io s o  i s  r i c h  i n  
s i m i l a r  m a rv e lo u s  e le m e n ts — a  v n .z a rd , a  f l y i n g  s t e e d ,  a  w o l f - r i d e r ,  
a n d  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  jo u rn e y — b u t  t h e  c l e a r e s t  a n a lo g u e  w i th  T o lk ie n  i s  
t h e  m agic r i n g  w h ich  c a u s e s  i n v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  i s  a c q u i r e d  i n  c irc u m ­
s ta n c e s  much l i k e  th o s e  i n  w h ic h  B i lb o  a c q u i r e s  t h e  One jEüng. T a s s o 's  
J e r u s a le m  D e l iv e r e d  r e s e m b le s  The H o b b it  i n  i t s  i n c l u s i o n s  o f  w iz a r d s ,  
a  d a r k  f o r e s t ,  a  m a g ic a l  s t r e a m ,  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  d w e l l in g ,  a  w a s te la n d ,  
a n d  a  d ra g o n , b u t  t h e  m ost im p r e s s iv e  p a r a l l e l s  a r e  th o s e  b e tw e en  t h e  
d a r k  f o r e s t  a n d  M irkwood a n d  b e tw e e n  t h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  d w e l l in g  an d  t h e  
e l f - k i n g ' s  p a l a c e .  A g a in  t h e r e  i s  no c o n c r e te  e v id e n c e  t h a t  TolldLen 
w as f a m i l i a r  v i t h  t h e s e  w orlcs, s o  m o st o f  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  may be  
a c c i d e n t a l ,  b u t  t h e  I t a l i a n  a c c o u n ts  o f  t h e  r i n g ,  t h e  f o r e s t ,  a n d  t h e  
c a v e rn  a r e  enough l i k e  p a r t s  o f  The H o b b it  t o  m ake I t a l i a n  i n f l u e n c e  
f a i r l y  p r o b a b le .
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The A r th u r ia n  l i t e r a t u r e  su rv e y e d  i n c l u d e s  G e o f f r e y  o f  M onm outh 's 
H is to r y  o f  th e  Kin,'to o f  B r i t a i n , th e  ro m an ces o f  C h r é t ie n  do T ro y e s ,
S i r  L a u n f a l , The Wcddi n r  o f  S i r  Gav/ain and  Dame D a r n e l l , S i r  Gav/ain 
and th e  C a r l  o f  C a r l y l e , G o t t f r i e d ’ s  T r i s t a n , W o lf ra m 's  P a r s ! v a 1 , "The 
A l l i t e r a t i v e  M orte  A r th u r e , S i r  Gav/ain and  th e  G reen  K n i r h t , and  
M a lo r y 's  Le M orte  d ' A r th u r .  G a n d a lf  r e s e m b le s  M a lo r y 's  M e r l in  i n  many 
w ays, b u t  p e rh a p s  t h e  r e s e m b la n c e  i s  l e s s  th a n  w ou ld  b e  e x p e c te d .  I n  
any  c a s e ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  num ber o f  p a r a l l e l s  b e tw e e n  A r t h u r i a n  t a l e s  and  
The H o b b it , a lo n g  w i th  r e f e r e n c e s  to  A r th u r  i n  "On F a i r y - s t o r i e s , "  make 
th e  p re s e n c e  o f  A r th u r ia n  e c h o e s  i n  The H o b b it  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n .  The m ore 
im p r e s s iv e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  s t o r y  i n  A r th u r i a n  f i c t i o n  in c l u d e  
th e  r i n g  o f  i n v i s i b i l i t y  i n  C h r é t i e n ' s  Yv a i n , A r t h u r 's  sw ord  i n  M a lo ry , 
t h e  f a i r y  m i s t r e s s  i n  S i r  L a u n f a l ,  a n d  t h e  d ra g o n s  i n  G o t t f r i e d ,  G e o f f r e y ,  
M a lo ry , an d  The A l l i t e r a t i v e  M orte A r th u r e .  A r th u r i a n  s o u r c e s  y i e l d  
p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  d ra g o n s  m ore l i k e  Smaug th a n  an y  i n  t h e  l i t e r ­
a t u r e  s u rv e y e d .
The w o r ld  o f  The I lo b b it  i n c l u d e s  p o c k e ts  o f  C u c h u la in 's  I r e l a n d ,  
A r t h u r 's  B r i t a i n ,  A r i o s t o 's  E u ro p e , and  T a s s o 's  J e r u s a le m , b u t  i t  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  w o r ld  o f  H o rse  h e r o i c  f i c t i o n  a n d  o f  B e o w u lf .
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Appendix
Glossary o f certa in  words and names in  The Hobbit and The Lord o f  
the Hines which seem to  be derived from Old English or Old Norse.
aldor, OE ealdor e ld er, lord , k in g , 
arkenstone, OE eorcnanstSn precious stone, 
arodj OE arod quick, bold, ready, 
attercop , OE atorcoppe sp ider, 
azog, OE asugan to  suck, drain, consume, 
baldor, OE bealdor lo rd , hero.
balrog, OS bealu e v i l  and wregan t o  arouse (Byan), or ON bal f ir e  
and rok or ig in , wonder. 
barazinbar, OE beoruh-synn-bs3r? mountain o f g u i l t  uncovered, 
b e leg o st, OS bealu -gost? dangerous or e ? i l  s p ir i t ,  
bema, OE b^me trumpet, 
beorn, OE beorn hero, man, bear, 
bladorthin, OE b lsd  glory and orSian to  long fo r . 
b o lg , OlS belgan to  sw ell w ith anger, belg  bag. 
barin , ON bora to  bore h o les in .  
brand, OE brand brand, blade, torch , 
brego, OE brego king, r u le r ,  
b rytta , OE brytta  g iver, p r in ce . 
celdu in , OE ceald ian  to  become co ld , 
c eo r l, OE ceo r l churl, layman, hero. 
dSagol, OE d leg o l sec r e t, 
deor, OS deor brave, f ie r c e .
dernhelm, OE dlerne-helm secret or d e c e itfu l helm et.
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d in h olt, OE dj.'rm-holo dark wood.
d ïs , ON d£s s is t e r ,  goddess, angel, maid.
danharrow, OE dunn dark, hergaS devastation .
dSnhere, OE dun-here mountain army.
dunland, OS dunn-land brovm la r i ,
dwalin, ON dvalinn to  delay,
dwarrowdelf, 02 ewe or g dwarf, d e li an to  burrow.
dwimorberg, OE dwimor- baorg haunted mountain,
dwimordene, OE dwimor-denu haunted v a lley , dale of i l lu s io n .
d;ri.morlaik, OE dwimcr-Hc phantom body, haunted corpse,
dwimmer-crafty, OE dwim or-crsftig knowing the cr a ft  o f  i l lu s io n s ,
eastemnet, OE east-emnet eastern p la in .
edoras, OE eodoras courts, dw ellings,
ent, 02 ent g ia n t,
entwash, OS e n t- is sc  g iant washing, “c n t 's ” a b lu tion , 
corner, OE eoh-mSrc horse-famous, 
ccmundi OE eoh-mund horse-guardian,
Scret, OE gored (from ech-rSd horse r id ing) troop o f  cavalry ,
e o r l, OE eo rl warrior, lead er, nobleman,
eothain, OS' eoh-5egn h orse-reta in er, horse-w arricr,
eowyn, OE eoh-vynn h orse-joy ,
erkenbrand, OE eorcon-brand p eer less  b lade,
far in , OE fa r ir  to  be in  company w ith, journey,
fe la r o f , OE fe la -r S f  very noble, f u l l  o f renown,
fer.gel, OE fen.gel lo rd , prince, k ing,
fenmarch, OE fenmearc marsh-border,
f l e t ,  OE f l e t t  f lo o r .
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i'olcsj, OS fo lca  o f the n ation .
folcw ine, OE fo lc - v;ine fr ien d  o f th e nation .
fo id e , OS fo ld s  earth, ground; country, reg io n .
frea , OS frca ru ler , king, roaster, lord .
fr e a la f , OS f r c a - la f  mighty survivor.
freawine, OS frea-w ine lord  and fr ien d .
fro r , ON fr^rinn frozen .
frodo, OE frSd -wise.
g a lio n , OE g a lisn  to  be wanton.
gSirobd, OS galrood wanton, l ic e n t io u s .
gainling, OE garool aged.
gandalf, ON gand- a l f r , OE galdor-self magic e l f ,  
g%rulf, OE gSr-;ralf spear-w olf.
glamdring, ON glam-crengr? clash-hero, OE glæm-dreng? gleam-warrior. 
gleow ine, OE glSw-wine meriy fr ien d , m in strel, 
goldwine, OE goldwine l ib e r a l  prince, k ing, 
gorbag, OE gor dung.
gram, OS gram angry, f ie r c e ,  ON gramr angry, k ing, 
grayhame, OE gr^gharoa grey-coated , 
grima, OE grZroa mask,
gror, ON grsr grey, grey-haired, OE grorn sorrow,
gundabad, OS gund matter, pus, and abidan to  abide, Sbitan to  gnaw, con­
sume, or atâdan to  compel, enact, force out. 
guthwine, OS guSwine b a ttle - fr ie n d , weapon, 
h a ieth , OS h sleS  hero, f ig h te r ,  
hama, OE hSm home.
hamfast^ OE hamfæst r e s id e n t, s e t t le d  in  or owning a house.
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harad, OE hara6 wood, 
h a su fe l, OE h a su -fe ll grey-h ide,
h(?lir.j OE helm p rotection , helmet, p rotector, guardian, 
herugrim, OE heorugriirji savage, sv /ord-fierce. 
holdwine, 02 hold-wine lo y a l fr ien d , 
hornburg, OE horn-burg horn fo r tr e s s ,  
ise n , OS îse n  iro n ,
isengard, OE Isen-geard iron  enclosure, iron  d w elling ,
isenmouthe, OE îsen-inS5a iron  mouth,
langstrand, OE lane-strand  long sea-sh ore,
la th s p e l l ,  OE la 5 -s p e ll  hated news.
mark, OE mearc boundary, border, province.
mathom, OE maSum treasu re, g i f t .
mearas, OE mearh horse,
meduseld, OE medusald m ead-hall,
raichel delv ing, OE m ichel great and delfung d igging, burrow, 
m iddle-earth, OE middangeard, ON miSgarSr, th e  world, earth , 
jnordor, OE morBor murder, or mor-deorc moor-dark ( c f ,  myrcan mbr in  
Beowulf. 1 , 1U05), 
mundburg, OE mund-burg protectin g  c ita d e l,  
ore, OS orcneas m onsters,
orthanc, OE orBanc in te l l ig e n c e , ingen u ity , cunning.
pCkei-men, OE pgeel gob lin ,
radagast, 02 rSd wisdom and gast s p ir i t ,  man,
samwise, 02 samwis half-'vrf.se,
saruman, 02 searu-mann man o f  cunning,
scatha, 02 sceaBa in ju riou s person, t h ie f ,  a ssa ss in , d e v il .
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shadowfax, OE sceadu-feax shadow-haired, 
shelob, OE lobbe sp id er .
smaug, OE smeocan to  emit smoke or smugan to  creep.
smeagol, OE smeagan to  penetrate, s c r u tin iz e .
sraial, OE smygel burrow.
snaga, OE snaca snake.
snowbourne, OE snawburn snow-stream.
starkhorn, OE stearc- horn mighty p innacle.
stybba, OS stybb stump.
symbelmyne, OE simbel-r^.’n e  always memory, evermind.
t h e n g e l ,  OS S e n g e l p r i n c e ,  k in g ,  l o r d ,
theoden, OE Seoden c h ie f ,  lord , prince, k ing. '
th^odred, OE 5ëod- rëd n a tio n 's  counsel.
t h o r i n ,  ON S c ra n  c o u r a g e .
thrain , ON 5rai obstinacy.
thrihyrne, OE 5ri-hyrne three-horn.
uglükg' ON u gg ligr  f e a r fu l .
walda, OE wealdend lead er , k ing, r u le r .
warg, OE wearg w olf, fe lo n .
westemnet, OE west-emnet western p la in .
wold, OE weald fo r e s t .
wormtongue, OE :-jyrm-tunge serpent speech, 
woses, from OE vnidwasa, ME wodwcs wood t r o l l s .
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